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Overview 

Overall, a total of 100,800 conflict and natural disaster affected individuals, returnees and refugees were provided with life-saving 
humanitarian assistance, including cash, emergency shelter and non-food items, food rations, WASH, health and winterisation 
support, by 24 international humanitarian partners between 1 February to 16 March.  

During this period, the humanitarian community responded to a range of crises, from extreme weather events such as heavy 
snowfall, avalanches, landslides and localised flooding – which affected over two thirds of the country (22 out of 34 provinces) – 
to conflict induced displacement and cross-border population movement. Regions most affected included the North and North 
East, where 6,300 individuals have reportedly been displaced over the past two weeks following a rise in military clashes, and the 
East, where 11,000 people have fled from their homes in Nangarhar and Kunar provinces as a result of intense cross border 
shelling, and a devastating avalanche on 5 February in Nuristan province claimed 57 lives, destroyed 87 homes and left many 
more injured. International health partners proved timely in their ability to provide an efficient and effective response, reaching 
affected populations within 24 hours and saving multiple lives in the process. 
 
The international humanitarian community is now consistently responding to sudden onset emergencies with increased speed 
and efficiency. As an example, since OCHA assumed responsibility for IDP coordination in March 2016, response time in the 
Western region is reported to have been reduced for the provision of ES-NFIs and food assistance by as much as two 
months.  

In addition, preparedness efforts spearheaded by OCHA, the UN family of agencies and international partners ensured that 
sufficient humanitarian supplies and stocks were prepositioned in high-risk locations prior to the onset of the winter, ready for 
immediate deployment in the event of an emergency. This included 5,500MT of food assistance in 60 districts across eight 
provinces covering 188,000 people, pneumonia kits to 98 priority district hospitals in 24 provinces covering 144,000 cases, and a 
prepositioned stock of 20,000 NFI kits and over 3,100 emergency shelter kits.  

Needs and Response 

Top 10 Provinces experiencing Conflict IDPs  Top 10 Provinces affected by Natural Disasters 

Province 
Assessed 

Individuals* 
Assisted

Individuals*  
Province 

Assessed 
Individuals* 

Assisted 
Individuals* 

Nangarhar 6,594 6,174  Zabul 4,430 4,243 
Uruzgan 4,249 -  Hirat 2,769 2,649 
Kunduz 3,157 6,000  Balkh 2,184 2,184 
Kandahar 1,526 2,975  Kunar 1,900 1,688 
Kunar 1,456 1,139  Kapisa 1,141 1,141 
Zabul 994 -  Kabul 770 644 
Faryab 812 10,870  Parwan 714 714 
Baghlan 651 -  Nuristan 714 714 
Hilmand 675 697  Kandahar 692 655 
Badghis 525 1,073  Paktya 665 - 

 
  
 
The following text provides a brief summary of the main responses provided by international partners within the reporting period. 

Eastern Region: 
 6,174 individuals displaced following intense cross border shelling and artillery fire into Nangarhar and Kunar provinces have 

received food and ES-NFI assistance; the remaining 420 will be reached in the coming days. 
 Following the 5 February in Nuristan province, 714 individuals received humanitarian support including NFIs, tents, high 

energy biscuits and warm clothes. 
 3,035 undocumented returnees are reported to have settled in Nangarhar, Laghman and Kunar provinces according to 

intention surveys carried out at the border. Overall, 20,000 returnees – including those who arrived prior to 1 February – 
received humanitarian assistance from international partners during the reporting period, including food, cash, tents, NFIs, 
hygiene kits, winter kits, vaccines and health services, in addition to transport services from Torkham border. 

 
 
 

*The number of individuals assessed and provided with humanitarian assistance during this timeframe include populations displaced prior to 1 February. 



 
 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
Coordination Saves Lives | www.unocha.org 

Southern Region: 
 Conflict continues to intensify across the region, signaling a potentially severe fighting season ahead. Displacement remains 

relatively low, but may dramatically increase if fighting expands. Recent assessments verified 672 IDPs in Hilmand, 994 in 
Zabul, 4,249 in Uruzgan, and 1,365 in Kandahar. 

 In Qalat district, Zabul UNICEF and WFP are planning to provide food assistance, NFIs, hygiene kits and winter assistance 
to 4,243 natural disaster-affected families in the coming week. 

 
North and North Eastern Region: 
 Intensified fighting in Kunduz has displaced 3,157 individuals since the beginning of February with humanitarian partners 

supporting as many as 6,000 individuals during this timeframe.  
 
Central Region: 
 Harsh weather conditions (including heavy rainfall, avalanches and heavy snowfall) led to the deaths of 28 people in 

Daykundi, Parwan, Paktika, Paktya and Ghazni and affected 2,888 individuals, 90 percent (2,604) of whom have received 
food, cash and ES-NFI support from WFP, CARE and IOM. 

 UNHCR, SCI and WFP distributed winter cash, food assistance, blankets and hygiene support to 3,689 undocumented 
returnees and 3,003 registered returnees in Paktika, Khost and Kabul provinces. 

 
Western Region: 
 Armed clashes in Farah, Hirat and Badghis provinces displaced 1,155 individuals, although some 3,896 were assisted during 

the reporting period, including some displaced prior to 1 February. 
 2,773 individuals affected by heavy rainfall, snowfall, avalanches and flash floods in Badghis, Ghor and Hirat provinces 

received food, NFIs, shelter, WASH and cash assistance from NRC, IRC, IOM, WFP.  

Notable Gaps 

 In Uruzgan, access is particularly constrained and significant displaced populations (at least 8,000 since 1 January) in Tirinkot 
who have been assessed have yet to be responded to due to NSAG control of roads and lack of flights.  

 In Kunduz, districts outside of the provincial city centre (Dasht-e-Archi, Chardarah, Khanabad, Emamsaheb, Qala-e-Zal and 
Aliabad) continue to experience limited access.  

 Authorities are experiencing serious challenges in supporting the air delivery of humanitarian supplies – now stuck in 
Jalalabad for more than a month – to avalanche-affected populations in Barg-e-Matal district, Nuristan province. Supplies 
include: 

o WFP food commodities sufficient to cover the daily food requirements of 497 people for one month. 
o 220 kits of winter clothes from UNICEF for 900 people (mainly women and children). 
o 40 adult winter clothing kits for 280 people. 
o 40 blanket kits – containing 3 each – for 520 people. 
o 15 family tents to cover approximately 600 people. 

 In Zabul, and Baghlan provinces, 1,645 individuals displaced by conflict are yet to receive humanitarian support. Partners are 
preparing to distribute food, cash for NFI, in the coming week. Due to insecurity and road closure in Uruzgan, humanitarian 
actors were unable to transport supplies (food, NFIs, Hygiene Kits) to assist 4,249 individuals. Assistance will be delivered 
following the re-opening of the road and a security risk assessment. 

 The needs of 1,316 natural disaster affected individuals remain uncovered in Paktya and Paktika provinces. ADMA will 
provide assistance in the coming weeks. 
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Annex A – Implementing Agencies 

 

ACF  Action Contre La Faim 

ACTED  Agency for Technical Cooperation and Development 

AFGHANAID Afghan Aid 

CARE  Cooperative for Assistance and Relief Everywhere 

CONCERN Concern Worldwide 

CWS  Community World Service 

DACAAR Danish Committee for Aid to Afghan Refugees 

DRC  Danish Refugee Council 

HN-TPO  HealthNet TPO 

IOM  International Organisation for Migration 

IR  Islamic Relief 

IRC  International Rescue Committee 

NRC  Norwegian Refugee Council 

NPO/RRAA          Norwegian Project Office/Rural Rehabilitation Association for Afghanistan         

PIN  People in Need 

PU-AMI  Première Urgence Internationale 

RI  Relief International 

SCI  Save the Children International 

SI  Solidarités International 

UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund 

UNHCR  United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

UNICEF  United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund 

WFP  World Food Programme 

WHO  World Health Organization 

 

For further information, please contact:  

Dominic Parker, Head of Office, OCHA Afghanistan, parker@un.org, Cell +93 790 3001 101 

Danielle Moylan, Public Information Officer, OCHA Afghanistan, moylan@un.org, Cell +93 793 001 110 
For more information, please visit www.unocha.org www.reliefweb.int  


