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Afghanistan: Nuristan Avalanche  
Flash Update (as of 6 February 2017) 

 
This report is produced by OCHA Afghanistan in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period from 05 to 06 February 2017.  

Highlights 

 An avalanche in the early hours of 5 February 2017 
is believed to have killed 50 people and injured 13 
in Barg-e-Matal in Nuristan Province, with at least 
70 houses initially reported as destroyed. 

 Another avalanche in Dawz Bala in Badakhshan 
province is reported to have killed 10 people and 
injured 12. 

 Further casualties related to extreme weather 
conditions have also been reported elsewhere in 
the country, and OCHA is working with partners to 
assess the information. 

 The snowfall has resulted in road blockages and 
the affected areas are remote and very hard to 
access.  

 In Nuristan, the government has already deployed 
helicopters and snow clearance teams to the 
avalanche site, with search and rescue teams set to be deployed soon alongside deliveries of emergency 
lifesaving supplies. Health INGO IMC have deployed medical teams. ANDMA plans to advise by the early 
afternoon of 6 February of gaps and assistance requested. 

 OCHA is closely coordinating with OCTs, IOM, PDMC leads and ANDMA to triangulate information, strengthen 
assessment and response.            

Avalanches / Snowfall 

Nuristan 
 Multiple credible sources report an avalanche on 05 February 2017 at 0100 hours claimed at least 50 lives in 

Afsay Village, Barg-e-Matal District (Nuristan Province), with at least 13 injured. Early indications are that the 
death toll may rise. 

 At least 70 houses were also reported as destroyed. 
 The area impacted by the avalanche is remote and due to heavy snowfall is hard to access, with snow depth 

currently at 2.5 metres. Much of the province is affected by the snowfall. 
 The provincial governor has appealed for support to respond. The district authorities have been requested to 

clear the route and as of 6 February, government helicopters and snow clearance teams were reported to be 
enroute to the site.  

 Another avalanche also hit a market at Madina in Parun, Nuristan. Initial information is that one person was killed 
and three injured. In addition, 13 houses and 15 shops were destroyed, in addition to livestock and vehicles.  

 
Badakhshan 
 An avalanche on 5 February 2017 at 0100 hours in Dawaz Bala in Badakhshan province is reported to have 

killed 10 people and injured 12, in addition to four avalanches on 30 January in Raghistan district, which 
reportedly killed one person and destroyed some homes. 

 In addition, four people were reported to have died enroute to hospital from Yawan district to Fayzabad, with 
three others trapped by avalanches rescued by the local community. 

 Much of Badakhshan is inaccessible (in line with seasonal trends) due to heavy snowfall and in some cases 
NSAG presence in the area. 
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Kunar 
 ANDMA reports 172 families have been affected by rain/snowfall across the province since 4 February 2017.  
 Major roads, including those to Nuristan, are reported as blocked since 4 February.  
 The districts affected are Dara-e-Pech, Watapur, Chapa Dara, Ghazi Abad, Narai, Dangam, Nurgal, Chawkay, 

Sarkano, Shigal, Khas Kunar, Asmar, Narang, Asadabad and Marawara.  
 
Nangarhar 
 One child was reportedly killed and two injured, with 45 houses have been reportedly destroyed in various 

districts. 50 livestock were also reported killed.  
 IDPs and returnees residing in Jalalabad City Ring road have reported suspected cases of acute respiratory 

infections and requested health services.  
 
Laghman 
 ANDMA reports heavy snowfall (150 – 200 centimeters) has blocked several roads in the province.  
 There has been no further reports of casualties or damage as yet.  
 
Parwan 
 One avalanche reported in Surkh-Parsa district, with seven people reportedly killed and nine injured, and 35 

houses damaged/destroyed. 
 
Daykundi 
 Two avalanches reported in Miramoor and Khidir districts, destroying five houses with no casualties reported. 
 
Bamyan 
 Three avalanches reported in Yakawang (one) and Punjab (two), destroying seven houses, with no casualties 

reported. 
 
Paktika 
 Heavy snowfall recorded in Turowo district, injuring nine people and damaging five houses, and injuring six 

people in Wormamy district. 
 
Paktya 
 Heavy snowfall recorded throughout the province, with the districts of Alikhail (Jaji), Chamkni and Dandwapatan 

having been cut off from the provincial centre of Gardez and currently without communications.   

Needs and response 

Nuristan 
 Government helicopters and snow clearance teams reported as deployed to the avalanche site on the morning 

of 6 February 2017. 
 Lifesaving medical supplies are already being delivered by air. Three flights are scheduled to Barg-e-Matal 

dispatching emergency food supplies (5 MT), medical supplies and emergency rescue teams. Assessing the 
scale of needs and requirements is a top priority considering that very little is known at the moment.  

 Preliminary information indicates medical supplies, food, NFIs and hygiene kits will be the main needs. Search 
and rescue efforts are a top priority considering there could be many still trapped in inaccessible areas.  

 WHO and IMC plan on deploying teams, with IMC already mobilizing two medical teams from Barg-e-Matal BHC 
and supported from Kamdesh DH to the site of the avalanche. With security permitting, IMC intends to deploy 
another team from Jalalabad to conduct assessment.  

 IOM has mobilised NFIs and tents, kits for over 40 families are ready to be dispatched to Barg-e-Matal. WFP has 
confirmed readiness to dispatch 300 kilograms of high energy biscuits to cover 71 households, with additional 
stock available as needed. UNICEF confirms readiness to dispatch 500 kits of warm clothes.  

 There are indications of standby support for air operations planning support, provision imagery of snow depth 
and melt and population movement. 

 An ad hoc Nuristan OCT meeting has been called for on 6 February 2017 to respond to the emerging crisis.  
 

Badakhshan 
 OCHA is working with partners to triangulate information from Badakhshan. 
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 In Raghistan, assessment has been done by the District Governor's Team and Concern WW. ANDMA is 
distributing food items and cash, and Concern WW with NFIs. In Yawan district, the BPHS implementer CAF has 
a fully staffed and supplied integrated comprehensive health centre and sub-health centre. 

 ANDMA, through the PDMC, has reportedly received USD$145,000 from China to support emergency response.  
 
Kunar 
 An ad hoc Kunar OCT meeting has been planned for 6 February 2017, 1300 hours at IMC office in Kunar.  
 
Nangarhar 
 Suspected cases of acute respiratory infections has been reported, with locals requesting additional health 

services. OCHA has referred the reports to NGO PU-AMI who undertook to urgently deploy a health mobile team 
to the area.  

 An ad hoc Nangarhar PDMC meeting has been called for by the Provincial Governor at 1400 hours, 06 
February 2017.  
 

Laghman 
 Laghman Rural Rehabilitation Directorate has deployed an assessment team to the area.  
 Laghman PDMC intends to convene as soon as they have more concrete information of the evolving situation. 

Gaps 

 While sufficient supplies are available in-country, access is the main challenge due to remoteness and heavy 
snowfall. Further information on needs and gaps will be issued as available.  

Coordination 

 OCHA is closely coordinating with the government and humanitarian partners. ANDMA has advised that they will 
update on assistance required by the afternoon of 6 February. 

 In addition to the local coordination meetings listed above, OCHA Eastern Region sub-office is coordinating with 
ER HRT members on prepositioning plans of critical lifesaving supplies for the anticipated caseloads from this 
crisis, and on Civil Military aspects of the response. The host government had already requested for military 
assets. 

 OCT members will deploy to support ongoing assessment and response.  
 
 

For further information, please contact:  

Dominic Parker, Head of Office, OCHA Afghanistan, parker@un.org, Cell +93 790 3001 101 

Danielle Moylan, Public Information Officer, OCHA Afghanistan, moylan@un.org, Cell +93 793 001 110 
For more information, please visit www.unocha.org www.reliefweb.int  


