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I. KEY MESSAGES 

 50 people are reported dead and another 146 believed to be under the snow due to avalanche 
emergency in Dispay, Shaki District, Badakhshan province, which took place on 4 March 2012. 

 The numbers of the deaths are expected to increase as search and rescue operations have shifted 
to search and recovery due to the prolonged inaccessibility of the area. 

 As of 8 March (18.00 hrs) rescue teams from FOCUS have not managed to access the village due to 
road blockages and other difficulties in reaching the remote area. 

 The MoD has provided two air assets for the emergency operations in Dispay. 

 ANDMA and OCHA only managed to arrive at Shaki district headquarters and Rawak village, a five 
hour walk from the affected village.  

 The avalanche has further exacerbated difficult conditions in Shaki district, which has one doctor and 
one nurse for a population of 30,000 persons.   Reportedly, the area has the highest maternal 
mortality in the world whereby for every 100,000 deliveries, 6,500 mothers lose their lives. 

  

 

II. Situation Overview 

 
CORRECTION:  In Incident Reports No. 1 and No. 2, the date of the avalanche was erroneously reported as 
having occurred on 3  and 5 March, respectively, instead of 4 March.  
 
On 7 March 2012, ANDMA Director General and 
OCHA Deputy Head of Office headed to Shaki 
district to assess the avalanche-hit Dispay village. 
The pair travelled via air assets provided by the 
Ministry of Defense.  Due to ground obstructions in 
or near Dispay the flight could not land. The 
following day, the delegation landed in Rawak 
village, the district headquarters, a five hour walk to 
Dispay.   
 
Once on the ground in Rawak, the delegation was 
informed by people from neighboring villages of 
Dispay, that 50 people had died, four injured (three 
people earlier reported as injured have since died).  
Dispay village has an estimated population of 199 
people (according to NSP) and currently 146 people from the community are still missing. The impact of the 
avalanche has also killed all the livestock in Dispay, impacting access to food, milk, skins and livelihoods. 
 
Those who have been participating in the search and recovery operations informed that they have buried the 
deceased in mass graves. They further informed that the weather is extremely cold and that some of the 
villagers who are trying to recover the dead bodies have fallen sick and require medical attention. According 
to the relatives of the dead, twenty children and two teachers in the mosque (Madrasa) were among the 50 
persons killed by avalanche.  
 
As of 8 March, no humanitarian rescue team has been able to reach the area. The FOCUS team from 
Tajikistan, which has been trying to reach the area since 6 March, was crossing the Amudarya River near 
Rawak at around 14.00hrs (5 hrs walk to Dispay).  
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III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 

 
Needs: Medicine, shelter, food and NFI (for the surrounding villages and people participating in the search 
and recovery operations).  
 
Response: IOM has provided 40 family kits, WHO has provided 500 kg medicine, WFP has provide 40kg 
emergency food for nutrition , Government has also provided medicine and winter clothes.  
  
Gaps & Constraints: Access to the village remains the major constraint.  As a result, support and 
assessment teams are unable reach the village to ascertain exactly what transpired. Time is running out and 
there remains need for specialized and well equipped teams to help recover those still missing.  
 
 

IV. Coordination 

 
OCHA remains in constant contact with the humanitarian community and government officials to coordinate 
delivery of emergency assistance. 
 

V. Funding 

 
At the moment, there are no funding gaps. However, there could be in future once access has been 
established to the village in question. 
 
All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's 
Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: 
fts@un.org. 
 

VI. Contact 

 
OCHA 
Christophe Verhellen 
e-mail: verhellen@un.org 
Tel:             +93793001132       
 
For more information, please visit http://afg.humanitarianresponse.info/ 
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