
APRIL—JULY,2013  

Yemen Nutrition Cluster 

Bulletin,#2/2013  

Abyan ) continue to experience critical  
level of acute malnutrition , whereas four 
other   governorates ( Amran, Al Ma-
hawet, Al Dhale, Parts of Abyan ) are 
facing a serious acute malnutrition situa-
tion. The rest of the country is suffering 
from a generally poor nutrition situation. 
There is no up to date data from the 
Sa‘ada and Al Jawf governorates due to 
lack of access. However the situation in 
these governorates is unlikely to be in 
good shape. 

Scaling up nutrition response to highly at 
risk children under five, Pregnant and 
lactating women in North East part of 
the country as well as parts of Abyan 
governorates continue to be a challenge 
due to hindered access to these areas.  

Provision of supplementary feeding to 
malnourished children, pregnant and 
lactating women in South  governorates 
was not possible due to lack of adequate 
funding and operational difficulties for 
cluster partners.  

By end of July  just 38.8% of the re-
quired funding  of  96 Million USD 
has been received by cluster partners. 
As a result of underfunding cluster 
partners couldn’t address needs of a 
considerable proportion  of  acutely 
malnourished children under five  and 
PLW.  If  more funding is not secured 
to scale up response in the  months to 
come , about 350 ,000 acutely mal-
nourished  children will remain un-
treated  and  further deterioration of 
nutritional status and will face in-
creased risk of morbidity and death . 

It  evident that the  basic drivers of 

the humanitarian situation in Yemen  

such as  extreme poverty, volatile 

commodity prices ,food prices and 

cost of living,  low level of basic 

services and   political instability that  

also affect negatively the determi-

nants of undernutrition continue to 

persist. There is no indication that 

these factors have improved in the 

first half of 2013.  For instance the 

WFP Yemen Market Watch Report 

in April 2013 indicated between 

March and April 2013, the wholesale 

prices of wheat and wheat flour rose 

by 11 percent and 9.3 percent, re-

spectively, which may be reflected in 

the retail prices in the coming 

months.  In June the  very report 

indicated due to sharp increases in 

the retail price of wheat combined 

with falls in household purchasing 

power (as indicated in the changes on 

Terms of Trade (TOT) between 

wages and wheat flour), the food 

security situation of poor households 

continues to remain precarious .  

The  nutritional status of children 

under five and pregnant and lactating 

women (PLW) is reflective of dire 

food insecurity situation. An estimat-

ed a little over 1 million children are 

wasted and 2.2 million are stunted. 

About 750,000 pregnant and 

lactating women (PLW) are 

suffering from undernutrition. 

The acute malnutrition problem 

in Yemen emanates from persis-

tence of Food insecurity, High 

morbidity, poor hygiene and 

sanitation, poor infant and 

young child feeding practices. 

The unacceptably high level of 

chronic malnutrition among 

children under five in the coun-

try depicts the fact that the 

various determinants of malnu-

trition such as household food 

insecurity, child feeding practic-

es and morbidity from infec-

tious diseases have prevailed so 

long.  

As a result of continued persis-
tence of basic, underlying and 
immediate determinates of mal-
nutrition, the nutritional status 
of children and pregnant and 
lactating women didn’t show 
sign of improvement. A recent 
SAMRT nutrition survey con-
ducted in Abyan have revealed 
the situation in conflict affected 
districts  has deteriorated from 
serious to critical category.  In 
the second half of  2013  eight  
governorates (  Al Jawaf , Ho-
deida, Rayman, Sa’ada, Costal 
Taize, Lahj, Aden, Parts of 
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Nutrition Cluster Partners’  Response ,January – July 2013 

Nutrition cluster partners have reached 128,987 children Acutely 
Malnourished through therapeutic and supplementary feeding pro-
gram.  Additional 79,540 undernourished Pregnant and Lactating 
women (PLW) received supplementary food. To prevent further 
deterioration of nutritional status of children under age of 24 
months  a total of 141,868 Children at risk and/or suffering from 
acute malnutrition have received blanket supplementary feeding.  

Micronutrient supplementation was provided to 138,200 children 
under five and PLW . Infant and Young Feeding Awareness mes-
sages were provided to 194,686 mothers of under five children. 

The geographic coverage of emergency nutrition services not yet suffi-
cient to respond to needs of vulnerable children and PLW.  This is 
mainly due to lack of funding which remains to be  just 38.8%  of re-
quirement at the seventh month of the response plan. Inaccessibility 
of governorates such as Sa’ada, and  al Jawf  as well as parts of Abyan 
made it difficult to expand provision of nutrition services. Capacity 
constraint at community level to provide outreach services has impact-
ed provision of decentralized   screening for acute malnutrition, pro-
motion of infant and young child feeding, and supplementation with 
micronutrients. As a result cluster partners haven’t reached the ex-
pected number of beneficiaries with Micronutrient supplementation 
and Promotion of Infant and young child feeding.  

The Maternal and child health campaign  carried out by MOPHP with 

support from UNICEF boosted the active case finding of acute mal-

nourished children under five. A total of 415,946	children 6-59 

months were screened for acute malnutrition during the campaign in 

in	Al	Hudaydah	,	Hajja,Lahaj,Taize	and	Aden	governorates	.  

997,804 

# of  OTP # of  SC # of  SFP 

1227 28 588 

1427 

886 

Community 

Volunteers 

Trained 

Health 

Worker 

Trained 

Total People in Need/Targeted/Assisted –Jan –July 2013 

Number of Health Facilities 

Beneficiaries  by specific Interventions ,Jan-July 2013 

997,804 

690,918 

350,805 



JANUARY –MARCH, 2013. PAGE 3 

national level. The  recommendations of  

the survey  were endorsed and  way for-

ward  was agreed up on among cluster 

partners and MOPHP nutrition depart-

ment . The Al Mahawit Survey results will 

be disseminated by end of August. 

⇒ Findings of YCF studies conducted by 

CSSW and Save the Children were dis-

seminated  in May and June respectively. 

⇒ Nutrition cluster coordinated the YHRP 

(Yemen Humanitarian Response Plan)  

2013 mid year review  in June. Critical 

activities  and priority geographical areas 

were identified in the process.  

⇒ An Assessment Technical working Group  

was established in July which is tasked 

with to review and harmonize the As-

The nutrition cluster in Yemen constitutes a 

partnership of over thirty organizations includ-

ing ministry of health, national and interna-

tional NGOs, and UN agencies. Donor agen-

cies also take part in coordination forum. 

Through four zonal hubs at Aden, Hodeida, 

Taize and Sa’ada, governorate level coordina-

tion has been taking place. The zonal hubs  

cover  two or more neighboring governorates.  

.In the last four months the following were 

carried out. 

⇒ National and zonal coordination meetings 

have been conducted on monthly basis 

⇒ SMART  Nutrition Surveys were con-

ducted in A l-Mahawit and Dhamar  gov-

ernorates. The findings of  Dhamar 

SMART survey was disseminated  at 

sessment tools, plan surveys, vali-

date and endorse results and rec-

ommendations etc.  

⇒ Nutrition cluster launched a Google 

based  website . It serves as a document 

and information repository which  is 

openly accessible to  nutrition partners.  

https://sites.google.com/site/yemennutritioncluster/ 

⇒ Cluster organized a  national level work-

shop on the expert review of  Draft  version of  

the Yemen CMAM guideline which was con-

ducted on April 26-30th ,2013 in Sana’a. 

⇒ The Draft contingency plan for nutrition clus-

ter was submitted to OCHA  by end of July .It  

will be input to a consolidated multi-sectorial 

humanitarian contingency plan . 

Nutrition Cluster Coordination Update  

Update on CMAM Program  

YEMEN NUTRITION CLUSTER 

In the last couple of years Community 

Based Management of acute malnutrition 

(CMAM) has been scaled up through out 

Yemen.  In the last seven months a total of 

1227 Outpatient Therapeutic Program 

(OTP) sites have been functional.  243  of 

the OTPS are directly supported by NGOs 

while the rest (984) are run by MOPHP 

with Support from UNICEF. OTP ser-

vices are provided in static  facilities and 

mobile teams in remote parts of districts  

where MOPHP fixed facilities are non 

existent or have no staff. In addition to 

OTPs, 28 Stabilization Centers/TFCs are 

currently functional. These inpatient facili-

ties serve as referral center for SAM chil-

dren with Medical complications  

WFP supports the Management of Moder-

ate Acute Malnutrition (MAM) in 588 SFP 

(Supplementary Feeding Program) sites. 

Great majority  (376) are run by MOPHP 

while 212 are supported by NGOs. 

By end of July  

Total Children Admitted to OTP and 

SC = 72,705 

Total Children Admitted to TSFP 

= 56,092 

Total PLW Admitted to TSFP 

 = 79,840 
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Trends and Performance of NGO supported OTPs,Jan-Jul 2013 

Trends and Performance of OTPs (MOPHP and NGO) ,Jan-Jul 2013 



UPCOMING	EVENTS	

◊ SQUEAC (Semi-Quantitative Evaluation of Access 

and Coverage ) Training  and Assessments  will 

conducted  by Mid of September,2013. Coverage 

Monitoring Network (CMN) project will deploy 

two SQUEAC experts to support the whole exer-

cise.  

 

◊ SMART  Nutrition Survey  will be conducted in Al 

_Jawf  by  end of August ,  and in Sa’ada in Septem-

ber. 

 

◊ UNHCR /WFP  will conduct a Nutrition survey 
among refugee populations in Sana’a, city  Basatin 
and Karaz refugee camps. The survey exercise is set 
to start from last week of August.  Standardised 
Expanded Nutrition Survey (SENS) methodlogy 
will be employed which is a modefied version of 
SAMRT  and allows for inclusion of data on Mi-
crinutrient deficiencies. 

◊  WE’RE ON THE WEB!  
https://sites.google.com/site/yemennutritioncluster/ 

Key Contacts 

Achievements of Maternal and Child Health Campaign  
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National Field Level 

MOPHP supported by UNICEF  conducted a Maternal 

& Child Health Campaign  in Al Hudaydah , Haj-

ja,Lahaj,Taize and Aden governorates  from Mid May to 

beginning of  July. The campaign  comprised MUAC 

screening of under five children ,De-worming  of 2-5 year 

children, Vitamin A supplementation ,Provision of Zinc 

tabs and ORS for diarrheal cases, Iron folic acid supple-

mentation to PLW.  Health workers also provided EPI 

vaccination. Cases  of SAM and MAM were referred to 

the nearest health facilities with CMAM services wherev-

er it existed.  

Through the campaign 159,55 children have received 

Vitamin A supplementation  while 415,946 were  

MUAC screened for acute malnutrition. Out of the 

Screened 49,088 were found to be Moderate Acute Mal-

nourished (MAM) and 15,909 were Severe Acute Mal-

nourished (SAM )cases. 
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Anteneh Gebremichael 
Nutrition Cluster Coordinator  

E-mail: adobamo@unicef.org  

Phone:+967 712223047 

Fax:+967 1 206092 

Lenna Abdullah 
Head of Nutrition Department 

E-mail: eryan_7@yahoo.com 

Phone:+967 770991735 

Fax:+967 1 239211 

Shabib Al  Qobati 
Information Management Officer  

E-mail: shabib.cs@gmail.com  

Phone:+967 777929456 

Fax:+967 1 206092 

Mustafa Meftah 
IMMAP— IMO 

E-mail: mmeftah@immap.org  

Phone:+967 715785000 

Fax:+967 1 206092 

Gamilah Hibatullah 
Aden Sub Cluster Coordinator  

E-mail: ghibatullah@unicef.org 

Phone:+967 712223019 

Rasha Al-Ardi 
Hodaydah Sub Cluster Coordinator  

E-mail: ralardi@unicef.org 

Phone:+967 712223014 

Nagiba Al-Mahdi 
Taizz Sub Cluster Coordinator  

E-mail: nalmahdi@unicef.org 

Phone:+967 712223018 

Senan Alajel 
Sa’ada Sub Cluster Coordinator  

E-mail: salajel@unicef.org 

Phone:+967 712223401 


