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HIGHTLIGHTS 

 Deyr seasonal rains have 

underperformed so far 

 Over 4.2 million people will 

need assistance in 2019. 

 Lughaye, six months after 

Cyclone Sagar. 

 IDP woman attains self-

reliance. 

 Sustained humanitarian 

funding leads to reduced 

needs. 

 

FIGURES 

# of food insecure 
people  
 

           4.6m  

# of people in 
humanitarian 
emergency and crisis 
(IPC Phases 3 &4) 

             
7         1.5m 

 

  

# of people Emergency           0.2m  
(IPC Phase 4)  

  

# of children projected to be  
malnourished                            1.2m 

 

# of people displaced 
internally by drought 
since November 2016 

         1.6m  

# of people in 
protracted internal 
displacement 

       1.1m  

  

FUNDING 

$1.5 BILLION  
requested in the 2018 Humanitarian 
Response Plan 

 

$840.3 MILLION   
Total humanitarian funding 
received towards the 2018 HRP  

 
(Source http://fts.unocha.org, 30 
November 2018) 
 

 

 

 
  
 
 

Deyr season records poor rains  

Seasonal rains have underperformed so far 

The Deyr rainy season has predominantly underperformed so far, contrary to the average 
to above-average projections. Areas in the north-east are particularly affected, with reports 
of limited or no rainfall. Humanitarian organizations are reporting that some pastoralist 
communities in Puntland (Bari region) have begun migrating due to water shortages. These 
areas had already been adversely affected by recent climatic shocks (drought and Cyclone 
Sagar). Puntland’s Humanitarian Affairs and Disaster Management Agency (HADMA) has 
appealed for early interventions to avoid a worsening of the humanitarian situation. 
 
Rainfall performance was 
mostly poor in the first two 
weeks of November, 
according to the FAO-led 
Somalia Water and Land 
Information Management 
(SWALIM) unit. In October, 
most areas recorded limited 
rains. In Puntland, no rainfall 
was reported in most of Bari, 
Nugaal and northern Mudug. 
Light showers were reported 
in pockets of Northern Inland 
Pastoral livelihood zone and 
in pockets of Gaalkacyo 
district in Mudug. In the 
south, light rains were 
reported in many areas. Moderate rainfall was reported in some areas of Juba Pastoral 
zone, in Southern Inland Pastoral and Sorghum High Potential Agropastoral livelihood 
zones in Middle and Lower Shabelle. 
 
Preliminary outlook 

Based on the FSNAU and FEWS NET’s preliminary Deyr 2018 assessment in November, 
below-average, poorly distributed rainfall and high pest incidence are expected to result in 
below-average Deyr cereal production. Production will likely be 60 to 70 per cent of the 
average in most southern areas, but significantly below-average in low potential, 
agropastoral areas in the north. However, early-planted, pump-irrigated maize production 
will likely be normal. Carried-over Gu stocks, the Deyr harvest, normal livestock production, 
and favourable terms of trade are expected to sustain Minimal (IPC 1) and Stressed (IPC 
2) outcomes across most of the southern areas, but agro-pastoral livelihood zones in Bay 
and Bakool are likely to deteriorate to Crisis (IPC 3) by February 2019. 
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The Danish Refugee Council (DRC) is helping to restore livelihoods  
by supporting women in IDP sites to start small scale businesses in  
Somalia. (Photo: DRC) 
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In most central agro-pastoral areas, Deyr crops experienced widespread germination 
failure or severe moisture stress in the early stages. As a result, a below-average cowpea 
harvest is anticipated. In Northwestern agropastoral zones, FSNAU and the Ministry of 
Agriculture of Somaliland estimate that the 2018 Gu/Karan seasonal cereal harvest was 78 
per cent below the seven-year average, which is worse than previously projected, due to 
below-average rainfall, above-average temperatures, and high stalk borer and quelea bird 
presences. Poor Deyr crop and fodder production is also likely. Though the current food 
security situation will largely be maintained, Crisis levels (IPC 3) are now expected in the 
Togdheer Agro-pastoral livelihood zone by February next year. 
 
Pasture and water availability is limited in some northeastern and central pastoral areas. A 
medium level of livestock births occurred, but some newborns may not survive the Deyr, 
and the upcoming Jilaal dry season. Body conditions, milk production, and livestock value 
may deteriorate quicker than previously anticipated. Given the already unsustainable 
livestock holdings, poor pastoral families’ access to food and income are likely to decline 
through April 2019. Crisis (IPC 3) is expected in the Northern Inland Pastoral, Addun 
Pastoral, and Coastal Deeh Pastoral and Fishing livelihood zones, with Emergency (IPC 
4) expected in the Guban Pastoral livelihood zone. 
 
In November, markets across Somalia remained well-supplied with local cereals due to the 
recent (September/October) off-season harvests and the release of Gu carry-over stocks 
by middle-income to high-income households. In October 2018, maize and sorghum prices 
were up to 42 percent below the five-year average, and up to 50 percent below October 
2017 prices in most southern markets. Prices are expected to remain below average 
through April 2019 mainly due to the availability of carry-over stocks, which will offset the 
shortfalls expected from below-average Deyr production and serve to stabilize market 
supply. 
 
Humanitarian assistance has been instrumental in preventing worsening food insecurity in 
many areas, particularly where people’s assets have been depleted due to the prolonged 
drought. The Food Security Cluster was reaching, on average, two million people every 
month between July and September, with cash/vouchers or in-kind assistance. The 
majority received cash/vouchers. The number of beneficiaries in September was the 
second highest this year, with 2.1 million people reached.  

4.2 million people will be in need of 
humanitarian assistance in 2019 
Over 4.2 million Somalis, a third of the total population, will require humanitarian assistance 
and protection services in 2019, according to the 2019 Humanitarian Needs Overview 
(HNO). Compared to the 2018 HNO, the number of people in need has reduced by 34 per 
cent, from 6.2 million people in 2018 to 4.2 million in 2019.  
 

 
Of the total number of people in need, almost two thirds are children and over 60 per cent 
– or 2.6 million people – are internally displaced persons (IDPs), who often live in difficult 
circumstances, are often the most vulnerable and in need of multiple basic services. The 
most vulnerable groups, including female-headed households, children, the elderly, people 

http://www.unocha.org/somalia


Somalia Humanitarian Bulletin, November 2018 | 3 
 
 

 

www.unocha.org/somalia | www.unocha.org 
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) • Coordination Saves Lives 

with disabilities and marginalized communities, are particularly at risk and face specific 
protection concerns. 
 
This reduction is a result of three factors. Firstly, the 2017 Deyr rains were better than 
anticipated and the 2018 Gu rains were well above average, leading to an overall 
improvement of the humanitarian situation. In addition, substantial humanitarian resources 
in 2017 and 2018 allowed for a sustained humanitarian response in the areas hardest hit 
by the drought and the flooding associated with the 2018 Gu season. Secondly, the 
reduction is also due to a more focused approach in defining needs, that now includes, in 
addition to people in Crisis (IPC3) and Emergency (IPC4), only those in Stress (IPC2) 
phase who are the most vulnerable and living in the most difficult circumstances. And 
finally, the calculation of the number of people in need is now based on vulnerability criteria 
by identifying focus populations and priority geographic areas. This is a shift from previous 
years, when the total number of people in need was obtained exclusively from the FSNAU 
assessments, and the focus on people in need revolved around climatic factors and 
food/nutrition needs. 

 
The HNO reflects a shared understanding of the Somali humanitarian situation and was 
developed in wide consultation with federal, state and regional authorities, humanitarian 
partners as well as the affected communities. It will inform the collective response planning, 
resulting in the 2019 Somalia Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP). It draws from evidence-
based assessments, including multi-sector needs assessment, which echoed consultations 
with affected communities. Based on the HNO analysis, aid agencies will continue to 
prioritize life-saving assistance, particularly targeting vulnerable women, men and children, 
while focusing on resilience building at the community level in 2019. They will also step up 
medium to longer term investments in reducing risk and vulnerabilities, complementing 
development, recovery and resilience initiatives such as the Recovery and Resilience 
Framework (RRF) and the National Development Plan (NDP) to address the underlying 
causes of recurring crises.  
 

Response Update 
Lughaye, six months after the cyclone  

Six months after Sagar ravaged Lughaye in Somaliland’s Awdal region, life is slowly 
returning to normal in the town where the cyclone made a landfall. Lughaye is home to an 
estimated 800 families, most of whom were affected by the cyclone. Many areas were 
submerged, and residents frantically tried to save their livelihoods. The cyclone’s 
devastation left a trail of destruction and death on its path along the coastal areas of 
Somaliland and Puntland.  
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Lughaye Primary School, the 
only one in the town, is one of 
the facilities which was 
destroyed by Cyclone Sagar, 
along with other basic social 
service structures. The 
school’s 322 students (143 
female students and 179 male 
students) were left without 
learning facilities. 
  
Mohamed Hassan Ali, the 
school principal, is a happy 
man today. His students are 
back to school and classes 
have resumed. He commends 
the response by the authorities and humanitarian partners who quickly came to the rescue 
of the school and restored the facility. Humanitarian partners repaired the damaged infra-
structure and repaired some of the damaged facilities including the water supply. The only 
primary health care clinic in town which was completely damaged has also been 
reconstructed with the support of humanitarian organizations, and it is providing essential 
maternal health care services to the local population.  
 
The Somaliland disaster management authority (NAFDOR) estimates that 168,000 people 
were affected by the cyclone in the areas that bore its brunt. These include Baki, Lughaye 
and Zeylac in Awdal, and Berbera in Woqooyi Galbeed. Some 50 people died and livestock 
and crops were lost, particularly in Baki and Lughaye. Livestock is the main means of 
survival for most people in the affected areas. 
  
Mr. Abdullahi, the mayor of the town, is optimistic that the affected communities can rebuild 
their livelihoods, and he appealed for additional support, particularly from development 
partners, to assist the fishing sector. “Since the cyclone destroyed livestock and crops, it is 
high time we encouraged local communities to embrace fishing as an alternative means of 
livelihood.”  
 
Authorities and humanitarian partners have continued to boost assistance to the affected 
population. WASH partners have been providing water trucking services since the main 
water supply system in the town is still under repair. Aid agencies and the private sector in 
Somaliland have also provided food aid, livestock, shelter to thousands of families in areas 
of Woqooyi Galbeed and Awdal. 
   
Displaced woman attains self-reliance 

Hiddigo Isak Aden has not allowed the many 
adversities she has experienced in her life to 
get into her way. The 40-year-old mother of 
four is the bread winner of her family, and is 
determined to give her children a decent 
living. Her small-scale business in the 
Wadajir IDP settlement of Mogadishu’s 
Kahda district is doing fairly well. She 
opened the shop using the $500 grant she 
received in May 2017 from the Danish 
Refugee Council. The business has since 
continued to grow. 
 
“Since I opened this kiosk, I have been able 
to cater for my family. I hope to continue 
growing my business to the level where I can 
support other people from our community,” 

Hiddigo opened the 
shop using the 
$500 grant she 
received the 
Danish Refugee 
Council.  

Lughaye Primary 
School’s 322 
students were left 
without learning 
facilities.  
 

Students attend class in Lughaye Primary school after repair 

Authorities are 
encouraging local 
communities to 
embrace fishing as an 
alternative means of 
living. 
 

Hiddigo inside her small kiosk in the outskirts of Mogadishu 
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she says. Hiddigo, however, lives in constant fear of eviction. Since her family moved to 
Mogadishu in 2011, they have been evicted four times. She blames these experiences on 
the increasing value of land in the city which is driving landowners to sell their land at a 
high profit.  
 
Hiddigo’s young family was forced to flee their rural home, on the outskirts of Baidoa, at 
the height of the famine that ravaged Somalia in 2011. The family lost their livelihood 
including their 20 goats and five camels. There was no food or water, so they had to leave 
and seek assistance. 
 
They first settled at an IDP site in Hodan, before evictions forced them to move from one 
site to another. There has been an increase in the number of internally displaced people 
who have faced eviction in Somalia. In 2018 alone, over 235,000 people have been forced 
out of mostly privately-owned property. Many of these have been evicted multiple times. 
Evictions continue to expose IDPs to the loss of shelter and livelihoods, and violence. 

 

Sustained funding reduces humanitarian needs  
Sustained funding for humanitarian 
assistance throughout the year has 
contributed to a reduction in overall 
needs in Somalia. By the end of 
November, the total humanitarian 
funding to Somalia stood at almost $1.1 
billion. The 2018 Humanitarian 
Response Plan funding has crossed 
the halfway mark against the unrevised 
requirement ($1.54 billion) and now 
stands at $839 million.   
 
There are, however, disparities in HRP 
funding across clusters, with most 
clusters having received less than a 
third of what has been required. Of 
particular concern are CCCM, 
Education, Protection and Shelter, 

whose interventions are key to ensuring a protective environment for the most vulnerable. 
Whereas funding for the complementary Health, Nutrition and WASH clusters contributed 
to the reduction in major disease outbreaks and improved access to water across the 
country, these gains mask discrepancies across and within geographic regions and across 
displacement status.   
 
Needs remain high, particularly among IDPs and socially marginalized groups who 
continue to require life-saving assistance and resilience building support to withstand 
shocks. Communities in hard-to-reach areas are also among the most vulnerable groups, 
where conflict or the presence of non-state armed actors continue to hinder humanitarian 
access. Incremental funding targeting these groups alongside deliberate efforts to address 
other political and socio-economic factors will be necessary.  
 
SHF Allocates $18.6 million to bolster life-saving response  

The Somalia Humanitarian Fund (SHF) recently launched its 2018 second standard 
allocation in support of the priority humanitarian needs, focusing particularly on areas 
where sustained humanitarian assistance and support for critical programming is required; 
and to address emerging response gaps in the under-served and hard-to-reach areas. The 
$18.6 million allocation targets multiple areas across the country, including areas of high 
IDP concentration in Baidoa, Mogadishu, Bossaso and Hargeisa. Rural communities in 
Awdal, Bay, Gedo, Hiraan, Lower Juba, Lower and Middle Shabelle have also been 
targeted. 
 

By the end of 
November, the total 
humanitarian funding 
to Somalia stood at 
almost $1.1 billion. 
 

In 2018 alone, over 
235,000 people have 
been forced out of 
the mostly privately-
owned property in 
Somalia.  
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The Fund continues to champion an integrated response to holistically address 
malnutrition, service provision to IDPs and protection. Thus, slightly over 40 per cent of the 
funds will support integrated health, nutrition and WASH activities, in areas where Global 
Acute Malnutrition (GAM) rates are high and vulnerability indicators are worrying due to 
service gaps; and improve comprehensive IDP access to basic shelter, WASH and 
protection services, while establishing community coordination mechanisms. An estimated 
5,000 children will also benefit from the integrated Education and Protection activities in 
schools.  
 
Half of the allocated funds will support priority cluster-specific activities and ensure 
programme continuity in the under-served and hard-to-reach locations. Activities and areas 
have been strategically selected to complement cluster efforts to restock depleted herds of 
poor pastoralists facing acute food insecurity, provide cash transfers for immediate access 
to food, rehabilitate WASH infrastructure, scale up treatment of malnutrition, support 
provision of primary health care in under-served areas and help reduce forced evictions in 
major IDP urban settlements through House Land Property activities. Overall response to 
the humanitarian community will be boosted through the allocation of $1 million for enabling 
programmes, including UNHAS flight services.   
 
While the SHF funds will provide continuity in programming early next year when funding 
is typically low, they will meet only a fraction of the humanitarian needs both in scope and 
amount. Early funding will be required to support the 2019 HRP and enable humanitarian 
organizations to sustain life-saving assistance and resilience programming, particularly in 
the light of the underperforming Deyr rains.  
 
 
 

Half of the SHF 2018 
second standard 
allocation funds will 
support priority 
cluster-specific 
activities and ensure 
programme continuity 
in the underserved 
and hard-to-reach 
locations. 
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