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This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA DRC. It covers the 
period from 5 to 6 December 2012. The next report will be issued on or around 10 December. 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 

 Goma airport re-opens on 5 December, commercial activities coming back to life 

 UNDSS lifts the relocation/evaluation status in Goma for UN international staff on 5 December. 

 North Kivu humanitarian community validates three priority intervention areas hosting 590,000 
affected people.  

 Mai Mai Nyatura reportedly committing  grave human rights violations against in Masisi Territory 

 
In light of the destruction of infrastructure and wide-spread pillaging, state authorities and the civilian 
population are struggling to resume their daily lives. The central 
bank and many other commercial banks resumed their 
operations this week, while an increasing number of shops are 
also re-opening each day. With the withdrawal of M23 fighters 
from Goma, Congolese soldiers and police officers are more 
visible in the town.   
 
Meanwhile, in Kampala the Congolese government and 
representatives of the M23 have started negotiations. According 
to Uganda, the current Chair of the International Conference of 
the Great Lakes Region (CIGLR), Tanzania will command a 
4,000-strong neutral force in North Kivu with troops contributed 
from the region.   
 
Goma airport re-opened on 5 December. This will greatly 
improve both the transportation of humanitarian personnel and 
shipment of assistance into Goma town. The United Nations 
Department of Security and Safety (UNDSS) has lifted the 
evacuation status in Goma for UN staff. Provision of 
humanitarian assistance continued to the needy people even 
during the crisis, however the return of additional staff will boost 
the capacity to respond to the needs.  
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 

 

 PROTECTION OF CIVILIANS AND POPULATION MOVEMENTS  
 
As of 6 December, some 115,000 IDPs were living across 31 camps in North Kivu, according to the latest 
figures from UNOPS. More than half of these camps are located in Masisi Territory and the Kitchanga area 
where the security situation remains volatile.  
 
According to traditional leaders in Rugari, Rutshuru Territory, 90 per cent of the IDPs originating from this 
area have returned to their original homes.  
 
Protection of civilians remains the primary concern as human rights abuses and violations continue to 
emerge. Among the latest allegations of abuses are reports that Mai Mai Nyatura elements may be 
committing grave human rights violations against civilians of the Hunde community in Buabo, Biiri and 
Banyungu in Masisi Territory. A multi-sector humanitarian mission is in the area to conduct an assessment. 
Protection actors underline the need for protection of civilians to avoid returnees being displaced. 
 

 EDUCATION 

II. Situation Overview 
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Background on the crisis 
A large part of the ongoing humanitarian crisis in North Kivu started with 
the emergence of the M23 rebellion in April 2012. The rebellion was 
named after a 23 March 2009 peace accord which its members accuse 
the government of violating. That peace accord saw a number of the 
current rebels integrate in the FARDC after having fought under the 
National Congress for the Defence of the People (CNDP) from 2004-
2009. Since its inception, the M23 has tried to form a broader coalition 
with other armed groups in the region. A number of reports from a panel 
of UN experts have pointed fingers at Uganda and Rwanda for backing 
the M23. The M23 took Goma on 20 November. On 1 December it 
withdrew from the city on the condition that the Government would start 
negotiations. This new conflict has led to the displacement of over 
130,000 people.  
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The recent fighting has exacerbated an already dysfunctional education system. Education partners, led by 
UNICEF, have however seized the lull in fighting to roll out aid in some areas, while other areas will undergo 
assessments in view of upcoming aid distributions. International organization AVSI has distributed school 
material in the IDP sites of Mugunga 1, Mugunga 3, and Lac Vert, while local NGO CAAP is planning a 
distribution of school material to 16,400 IDP, returnee and host community children and 250 teachers in 
Ngungu and Mpati in Masisi Territory.   
 
Numerous other organizations- The International Rescue Committee, Save the Children, Alpha Ujuvi and 
Action Aid only to name a few- plan to assess schools in Goma and its surroundings, South Lubero, 
Walikale, and Rutshuru. The Ministry of Education is currently consulting with local authorities to adjust the 
school calendar and exam dates for the first trimester (initially to start next week) including the organization 
of extra classes during the end of year holiday season. 
 

 EMERGENCY SHELTER AND NON-FOOD ITEMS 
 

According to UNHCR, some 140,000 people are in need of emergency shelter and 60,000 are in need of NFI 
in North Kivu. Stocks in North and South Kivu, Orientale Province and Katanga are being mobilized for 
assistance to 75,000 people. NFIs are prepositioned in neighboring countries to cover additional needs. 
Recent NRC and Solidarités International identified NFI score of 4.1 out of 5 which indicates very high 
vulnerability in IDP sites in Goma and along the road to Sake. Distributions will take place on all sites in 
December.  

 

 HEALTH  
 
The lull in the fighting is also being seized by health specialists to provide aid and treatment to displaced 
communities. Under the RRMP program, international NGO Merlin has been pursuing its medial 
consultations at a rate of 150 patients per day at the Lac Vert and CEPAC facilities. 
 
In Minova in South Kivu, where thousands of children have fled to from North Kivu, WHO, UNICEF and 
partners have started catch up vaccinations for all IDP children aged between 12-59 months old. WHO and 
partners plan to start an emergency measles immunization campaign next week as a measure to catch up 
on a disease whose response activities have been affected by the recent Goma fighting. 
 
 LOGISTICS  
 
According to the logistics cluster led by WFP, a humanitarian convoy is being planned from Goma in Rubaya 
on Masisi axis. 
unding 

IV. Coordination 

 
The OCHA-chaired North Kivu CPIA this week has identified three areas where humanitarian interventions 
needs are a priority. They include camps in and around Goma, returnee populations in Rutshuru Territory 
and the displaced in spontaneous sites. As per this validated strategy, the number of beneficiaries include: 
Goma/Nyiragongo: 160,000 people and 6,000 households along the Sake-Bweremana road; 20,000 
households in Masisi centre and 60,000 households in Kitchanga and Pinga. OCHA is coordinating the entire 
humanitarian response to the ongoing emergency.  
 

V. Funding 

 
This new emergency in North Kivu adds to the already vast existing humanitarian needs in the DRC. Of the 
USD 791 million requested for the DRC 2012 Humanitarian Action Plan, $443 million (56%) has been funded 
as of 6 December 2012. Following the emergency, another $102 million has been pledged. This will bring the 
total funding for the HAP 2012 to 69% by the end of the year.  
 
UNICEF has launched an appeal of $13,830,396 to meet the immediate and medium-term needs of children 
and women in the Kivus. According the UNICEF so far $7.7 million in pledges has been received.  

 
WFP seeks a total of $ 130 million to secure the food pipeline over the next six months (December 2012- 
May 2013). 
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V. Contact 

 
Kinshasa: Yvon Edoumou, Public Information Officer, OCHA-DRC edoumou@un.org, +243 97 000 3750 
and Barbara Shenstone, Head of Office, HUshenstone@un.orgUH, +243 99 144 99 43 
 
New York: Sofie Garde Thomle, Team Leader Great Lakes and Central Africa, HUthomles@un.orgUH,  
+1-917-535-5182 
 
Geneva: Jens Laerke, Spokesperson and Public Information Officer, HUlaerke@un.orgUH, +41 22 917 11 42 
 
For more information, please visit HUhttp://rdc-humanitaire.netUH or HUwww.unocha.orgUH  
To be added or deleted from the DRC sit rep mailing list, please e-mail: lobota@un.org 
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