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This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA DRC. It 
covers the period from 03-10 August 2012. The next report will be issued on or around 17 August. 
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
• The IDP population in Walikale centre hits the 20,000 mark 
• Increasing food prices raise concern in North Kivu 
• Over 15,000 returnees need urgent assistance in southern Masisi Territory  
• Emergency Relief Coordinator Amos wraps up visit to DR Congo and Rwanda 

 
II. Situation Overview 

 
The Congolese army, the Armed Forces of the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (FARDC), on 9 August launched an 
attack against the armed group Patriotic Alliance for a 
Free and Sovereign Congo (APCLS) to retake the towns 
of Misinga and Kalembe in Rutshuru Territory. The attack 
forced the residents to flee, some seeking safety around 
the base of the UN peacekeeping mission. The same night 
the APCLS launched a counter-offensive pushing the 
FARDC towards Kashuga.  
 
Numerous clashes between armed groups, including the 
Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR), 
Mai Mai Nyaturu, Congo Defence Front (FDC) and Raia 
Mubomboki, have been reported in the southern part of 
Masisi Territory. Attacks on civilians also occurred, with at 
least 18 victims killed during three different attacks by 
armed groups.  A marked increase in retaliatory attacks 
and the killing of dependents by Mai Mai Nyaturu and the 
FDC against Raia Mubomboki have been reported.  
Clashes between the FDLR-FDC and FDC-ACPLS have 
also been reported in the rest of Masisi territory.  Fighting between Raia Mutomboki and Mai Mai Akilimali 
between 28 July and 1 August in Walikale Territory pushed the majority of people living there to flee into 
neighboring fields. Local sources reported killings and the burning of houses.  
 
Civilians continue to bear the brunt of the violence in North Kivu. While the stand-off between the M23 and 
the FARDC continues to take a toll on civilians, other territories are not spared by violence including random 
killings, extortions, sexual and gender-based violence and the burning of houses. Aid organizations estimate 
that more than 220,000 people have fled their homes in North Kivu. North Kivu housed 656,174 IDPs as of 
25 July, a slight drop from the figure of 679,000 reported on 30 June. However the situation remains very 
fluid, with population movements reported every day. An estimated 57,000 refugees have also crossed into 
neighboring Rwanda and Uganda. In the meantime humanitarian actors are also victims of the persisting 
insecurity. In Lubero Territory a humanitarian aid truck was ambushed and its staff robbed.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

73 
Number of reported security incidents against aid organizations 

between 1 January and 14 August 2012 
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Emergency Relief Coordinator Valerie Amos on 9 August wrapped up a visit to the DRC and Rwanda to 
assess the humanitarian fall-out of the North Kivu crisis. In both countries, she met with the respective Prime 
Ministers and other senior government officials. The trip included visits to a spontaneous IDP camp in Goma 
and the Kigeme refugee camp in Rwanda. The ERC emphasized the need to scale the humanitarian 
response, notably through more financial support. 
 
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
 
POPULATION MOVEMENTS 
The IDP population in Walikale Centre rose to more than 20,000 persons after the registration of over 2,000 
additional IDPs by the committee of displaced persons. They had arrived in mid-June mainly from the Goma-
Walikale road and from western Walikale. They constitute the latest wave of displacements towards the 
town, preceded by displacements in February and April.  
 
Since 28 July, population movements have been reported along the Ngora-Ntoto road due to fighting 
between the FDLR and the Raia Mutomboki towards the neighboring towns of Nsengu, Buringa, Mataka and 
Kilambo. The registration of these new IDPs is underway. 
 
Over 15,000 IDPs are reportedly returning to Lukopfu, Shakingi and Tunda, south of Masisi centre. They had 
fled violence triggered by land and property conflicts between shepherds and farmers which started at the 
end of 2011 and lasted until early this year. Humanitarian sources signal urgent needs, notably non-food 
items and emergency shelter as many houses were destroyed during the violence. 
 

    EDUCATION 
According to authorities in the Bwisha Chefferie in the Rutshuru Territory, the majority of schools that housed 
IDPs are heavily damaged (numbers are yet to be confirmed). Some were hit by heavy arms fire and 
shelling; in others the occupants used the desks as firewood. The armed violence disrupted the end of the 
last school year, and with school beginning in September, tens of thousands of children could be affected. 
 

     PROTECTION 
The Italian foundation Association of Volunteers and International Service (AVSI) alerted the humanitarian 
community of 26 non accompanied and non-attended minors in Ndjingala, 44 kilometres east of Walikale 
centre. The children fled fighting between the armed group Raia Mutomboki and the national army in mid-
July. The workgroup on child protection will address the situation of the young IDPs. 
 
International NGO Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) provided aid to 14 female survivors of sexual and 
gender-based violence (SGBV) from 23 to 29 July. They all received treatment within 72 hours which is the 
maximum time frame for the application of post-exposure prophylaxis kits against HIV/Aids. Kitchanga is one 
of the areas that report the highest incidence of SGBV in North Kivu. While the presence of numerous armed 
groups is partly to blame for this, many perpetrators are also civilians.  
 

     HEALTH 
Cholera also remains a priority concern for the humanitarian community and local health authorities. In a 
context characterized by poor access to socio-economic services, continuing population movements and 
restricted humanitarian access, numerous humanitarian aid organizations including MSF, Merlin, IRC, ICRC 
and Care International are all trying to contain the epidemic and prevent the progress of the disease through 
a number of activities. 
 

     WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE 
Oxfam started trucking potable water to seven IDP sites in Kanyachurina to cover the basic needs of over 
30,000 people. The international NGO Solidarités International constructed latrines at these sites in 
cooperation with the local health authorities. MSF put up a cholera treatment centre in Kanyachurina after six 
cases and one death were reported between 25 July and 1 August.  
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   FOOD SECURITY  
Food insecurity is increasingly a concern as the prices of food have increased by 2 per cent in Goma and 
Beni, and as much as 19 per cent in Butembo between July 2011 and July 2012. Some food items also have 
become scarce and can no longer be imported from Uganda but need to pass through Rwanda, leading to 
increased transport costs. This situation could be aggravated by the ongoing violence which is blocking 
access to fields. Not only was the month of July a harvest month, but August is also the month when farmers 
need to plant for the next season. Illustrating this problem, local authorities in the areas of Jomba, Bweza 
and Kisigigari, in the Rutshuru Territory, have already signaled their need for food as returnees find their 
fields destroyed or harvested and their livestock killed or looted by belligerents. Farmers furthermore lack the 
seeds for the next agricultural season and livestock to restart their cattle. 
 

   NUTRITION 
The World Food Programme (WFP) and the NGO World Vision completed distributions of high energy 
biscuits (24 mt) to 35,000 people displaced by conflict in Kanyaruchina, 10 km north of Goma. Arrangements 
are being made to begin distributions of regular food rations. 
 

IV. Coordination 
 
Humanitarian coordination continues within existing structures in Kinshasa and Goma. OCHA-Goma has 
facilitated a number of meetings to take stock of the situation and determine how best to assess the impact 
of the current situation. The various clusters, both at the national and provincial levels, have focused on their 
respective areas of expertise. 
 

V. Funding 
 
The humanitarian appeal for the DRC ranks among the five least funded globally. As of 10 August 2012, 
contributions to the DRC Humanitarian Action Plan 2012 amount to US$ 325 million, or 41 per cent of the 
requested amount for 2012. 
 
The DRC has seen a steady decline of humanitarian funding over the last four years although humanitarian 
needs have risen during the same period. At the current funding rate and given the numerous unexpected 
humanitarian needs consolidated by the Mid-Year Review of the Humanitarian Action Plan (HAP) 2012, the 
humanitarian community fears an even more serious shortfall this year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All humanitarian partners including donors and recipient agencies are encouraged to inform FTS of cash and 
in-kind contributions by sending an e-mail to: fts@un.org. 
 

VI. Contact 
 
Please contact: 
Kinshasa: Yvon Edoumou, Public Information Officer, OCHA-DRC  
edoumou@un.org, +243 97 000 3750 
 
Kinshasa: Niels Stassyns, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA-DRC 
stassyns@un.org, +243 97 000 3772 
 
For more information, please visit http://rdc-humanitaire.net or www.unocha.org  
To be added or deleted from this sit rep mailing list, please e-mail:lobota@un.org 
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