
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

www.unocha.un.org/rowca | www.unocha.org 
For updates on the Sahel response, follow @OCHARowca 

http://sahelnow.blogspot.com,  
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) • Coordination Saves Lives 

 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 

 At least 339 fatalities and 
5,120 IDPs recorded in 
March alone from inter 
communal conflict and 
ethno-religious violence. 

  Increased risk of acute 
food insecurity after the 
2012 flooding  

 296,500 children under-5 
will be affected by severe 
acute malnutrition in 2013 

 

 

 

KEY FIGURES 

Nb. of children <5 
estimated affected 
by  SAM in 2013 

296 500 

Nb. of  children <5 
estimated affected 
by MAM in 2013 

910 516 

 

 

 

 

FUNDING 

US$22 million 
Requested for Sahel crisis 
response 

 

5.6 million  

Received 

 

Increase in fatalities from inter-communal 
conflict and insecurity reported for March  
High incidences of insecurity and inter-communal conflict saw a dramatic increase in the 
number of fatalities in the month of March compared to February and January. 339 
fatalities was recorded for March which is more than double the number recorded in 
January and February; for January 173 fatalities and February 51. The total figure for the 
year January to March is 560.  

The most affected states were Plateau with 83 fatalities from inter-communal conflict; 
Kano state; approximately 72 from inter-communal and ethno-religious conflict; Adamawa 
state 28 from ethno-religious conflict. 

 

 

Malnutrition remains a critical humanitarian 
challenge 
The situation of children and women in the 8 Sahel States of Nigeria remains critical in 
terms of food insecurity. UNICEF and partners have estimated that 296,500 children 
under-5 will be affected by severe acute malnutrition and an estimated 910,516 by 
moderate acute malnutrition in 2013.  
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Humanitarian actors have developed an integrated package of assistance to mitigate the 
impact of malnutrition in the affected states. Additionally, UNICEF is working to 
strengthen capacities with regard to community-based Management of Acute Malnutrition 

(CMAM) programmes in the Sahel States. A two-day training will be organised for all 
State-level Nutrition Consultants on national treatment guidelines and supportive 
supervision of CMAM sites (Kano, Jigawa, Borno, Yobe and Gombe). Recruitment of 
State-level Nutrition Consultants to cover remaining Sahel States (Kebbi, Zamfara and 
Sokoto) is also on-going. 
 

Populations still experiencing effects of the 
2012 floods 
Risk of acute food insecurity by September 2013 
 
A recent joint assessment involving FEWS NET, OCHA, WFP, CILSS and the National 
Emergency Management Association (NEMA) has revealed that damages due to the 
floods that occurred in July and October 2012 are more severe that initially thought. 
According to these results, the observed declines in agricultural production and income, 
combined with high food prices and insecurity may lead to unusual levels of acute food 
insecurity by September 2013. 
 
Indeed, initial cereals and tubers production estimates from November suggested an 
increase of 2% compared to 2011-2012, which was an exceptional year and 6% over the 
five-year average. An update of these estimates now shows a 6% decrease in the 
production of cereals and tubers compared to the five-year average and 12% diminution 
compared to the 2011-2012 estimates. It is anticipated that this decline in production will 
have effects on both the Nigerian and the regional markets. Major flood losses were also 
recorded in other livelihoods such as livestock and fishing. 
  

States prioritize flood mitigation and 
preparedness activities for the 2013 rains  
Measures are being implemented in preparation to the 2013 rains 
 
The National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA) is working with States to begin 
implementing flood mitigation measures in time for the coming rains. In February, the 
Nigerian Meteorological Agency (NIMET) had predicted that some States will be affected 
by the coming rains.  In a workshop organized by NEMA on lessons learnt from the 2012 
flood crisis, the 26 participating States updated on measures being implemented in 
preparation to the 2013 rainy season. These include public awareness campaigns, 
clearing of water ways and drainage systems, prepositioning of relief items as well as 
relocation populations from flood plains. 
 
 
Early rains left thousands of people homeless 
 
Kwara state and Delta State have recorded damages from the early rains in March. Delta 
has been affected twice by rainstorm this year, first in January and most recently in 
March. The January incidence destroyed 33 buildings in Bomadi Loval Government area 
leaving 120 people homeless. The second incidence happened in early March when a 
fierce rainstorm tore through Akwukwu-igbo headquarters of Oshimili North destroying at 
least 200 houses and rendered over 5,000 people homeless.  On March 20, nearly 60 
houses were destroyed in Kwara state (Omu Aran and Egosi Ile communities) by 
rainstorm.  
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Overview of the Government of Nigeria’s funding for the 2012 flood response 
 
The Federal Government of Nigeria disbursed at least USD 118 million (Naira 18.6 billion 
Naira) in response to the humanitarian impact of the 2012 flood crisis. States were 
allocated a total of approximately USD 84 million (Naira 13.3 billion) while the Federal 
Government agencies received about USD 28 million (Naira 4.3 billion). At the onset of 
the disaster the National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA) spent about USD 83 
Million (Naira 1.314 billion) to provide immediate relief materials. 

  
 

Sectoral Needs and Response: 
The UN, INGOs and the Red Cross Movement, have continued to be provided 
humanitarian assistance in partnership with government and local partners in all affected 
states in full respect of the humanitarian principles of humanity, impartiality, neutrality and 
do no harm. The humanitarian assistance covers both the interventions in the Sahel and 
states affected by flooding in 2012.  
 

 EDUCATION 
 
Flood Response: 
 

 As a result of the flooding in 2012, education activities in the affected states were 
severely disrupted. In addition to destruction of school infrastructure, school buildings 
were used as temporary shelter by some displaced population. Based on the report 
of the joint rapid assessment conducted by NEMA and IA-EPRWG in October 2012, 
77% of the schools were destroyed while 23% were occupied by IDPs in the 
communities visited. In addition, in some communities, the teacher/pupil ratio was 
about 1:400.  

 

 Through funding support from Bill & Melinda Gates, UNICEF is working with partners 
including: International Rescue Committee (IRS) and Civil Society Coalition for 
poverty Eradication (CISCO, a CSO under CSACEFA umbrella) to provide 
educational support as part of the response to the flooding across four communities 
namely: Idah, Onyedega, Uchuchu and Obale in Ibaji Local Government Area (LGA) 
in Kogi state. The intervention focuses on provision of learning and teaching 
materials, safe and secure learning environments through the provision of temporary 
Learning Spaces in areas where complete destruction of schooling infrastructure was 
observed.  

 
Sahel Response: 
 

 UNICEF and its partners are also addressing the needs of the severe acutely 
malnourished children in 8 states including Kebbi, Jigawa, Kano, Gombe, Sokoto, 
Zamfara, Katsina, Jigawa, Yobe, and Borno. Through an Integrated Management of 
Acute Malnutrion (IMAM) programme the organizations are providing an integrated 
package in nutrition, WASH, Heath, and communication interventions as well as 
education and protection. UNICEF has finalized and integrated education into the 
2013 Food-Security Strategy and Action Plan for the Sahel in Nigeria with special 
focus on helping pre-school aged children have access to early learning and 
stimulation opportunities in formal and non-formal settings.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Humanitarian Principles 
guide our work in every part 
of the world, and whenever 
we help address the immediate 
needs of those who suffer from 
the effects of natural disasters 
or conflict. So what are these 
principles? What do they 
mean?  

 

Humanity: Human suffering 
must be addressed wherever it 
is found. The purpose of 
humanitarian action is to 
protect life and health and 
ensure respect for human 
beings.  

 

Neutrality: We do not take 
sides in hostilities or engage 
at any time in controversies 
of a political, racial, religious 
or ideological nature. 

  

Impartiality: We provide 
humanitarian assistance on 
the basis of need alone, 
giving priority to the most 
urgent cases of distress and 
making distinctions on the 
basis of nationality, race, 
religion, or political point of 
view.  

 

Independence: 
Humanitarian agencies 
must be able to formulate 
and implement their own 
polices independently of the 
polices or actions of others, 
including governments, and 
be given the space to do so.      
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 FOOD SECURITY 
 
Flood Response:  
 

 An assessment of the impact of the floods on the Agriculture and Food security 
sector in the states that were severely affected reported significant losses and 
damages in the sector which included crops on farmlands, fish ponds and livestock 
washed away by the floods as well as income losses to households engaged in 
fisheries, thereby increasing food insecurity among the vulnerable families.  

 

 In responding to the needs of families affected by food insecurity as a result of the 
flooding, Oxfam has distributed recovery package including seedlings, fishing net and 
fingerling to 7,000 families in Isoko South of Delta State. Oxfam is also conducting 
trainings and building the capacity of the affected population in Disaster Risk 
Reduction (DRR) to increase their resilience.  

 
Sahel Response: 
 

 The situation of children and women in Nigeria remains critical in terms of food 
insecurity in the 8 Sahel States including Kebbi, Jigawa, Kano, Gombe, Sokoto, 
Zamfara, Katsina, Jigawa, Yobe, and Borno.  UNICEF and partners have projected 
that estimated 296,500 children under-5 years of age will be affected by severe acute 
malnutrition and an estimated 910,516 by moderate acute malnutrition in 2013. 

 

 The Catholic Relief Services/Catholic Caritas Foundation have just finalised a pilot 
project on Cash Transfer in Illela Local Government Area of Sokoto state. 636 direct 
food insecured families which comprises of 354 males and 281 females from the 
targeted communities received about USD 47 (Naira 7, 500) monthly Cash Transfer 
for five months (November 2012–March 2013).  

 

 AGRICULTURE 
 

 The flooding of 2012 resulted in destruction of farmlands, storages, agricultural 
infrastructure and farming equipment.  The impact of the losses on food security and 
livelihoods was felt mostly at the household level by the most vulnerable families in 
the states affected. Approximately 395,631 farm households were affected 
representing 12 percent of the total population in the states affected. 

 

 Through funding support from ECHO, International Rescue Committee (IRC) and 
Civil Society for Poverty Eradication (CISCOPE) are implementing Food Security and 
Livelihood support project in 16 communities affected by flooding in 2012 targeting 
6,400 families (38,400 indirect) in Ibaji LGA, Kogi State.   

 

 To date, IRC and CISCOPE have procured and delivered 80Mt of rice seed, 240,000 
pieces of Yam seeds and 60 irrigation pumps.     

 

 NUTRITION  
 
Sahel Response: 
 

 Malnutrition remains a critical humanitarian challenge in the Sahel States in Nigeria. 
UNICEF and partners have projected that estimated 296,500 children under-5 years 
of age will be affected by severe acute malnutrition and an estimated 910,516 by 
moderate acute malnutrition in 2013. UNICEF and partners have developed 
integrated package including nutrition services to mitigate the impact of malnutrition 
in the affected states. 

   

 UNICEF has supported a training of trainers (TOT) on the treatment of diarrhoea 
using zinc and LO-ORS (low osmolality Oral Rehydration Salts) in Zamfara State in 
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March 2013. The trainers are expected to cascade the training to health workers 
based in the 3 LGAs.  

 

 UNICEF has disbursed funds to state partners to conduct monthly reviews of CMAM 
activities for Sahel and non-Sahel States. Through the monthly review, logistic 
support which involves transportation of commodities from State level to LGA to 
health facility and release of funds for procurement of drugs required for treatment of 
children with severe acute malnutrition has been identified.  

 

 UNICEF has disbursed funds to support supervision by zonal National Primary Health 
Care Development Agency (NPHCDA) for four Sahelian States- Kano, Jigawa, Borno 
and Yobe. Similarly, supportive supervision will be done by Federal Ministry of Health 
and National Primary Health Care Development Agency. 

 

 UNICEF is working to strengthen the capacity to provide adequate supportive 
supervision of the CMAM program in the Sahel States. Funds have been disbursed to 
conduct a 2 day training of all State Nutrition Consultants on national treatment 
guidelines and supportive supervision of CMAM sites scheduled to take place in April. 
(Kano, Jigawa, Borno, Yobe and Gombe) In addition, recruitment for consultants to 
be based in the other Sahel States (Kebbi, Zamfara and Sokoto) is ongoing. The 
presence of the consultants is expected to enhance the quality of the CMAM 
programs in these states. 

 

 HEALTH   
 

 The 2012 flood led to destruction of health facilities limiting access to basic health 
services in the affected states. In addition, medical staff, supplies and commodities 
were generally inadequate, while sexual and reproductive health care including 
emergency obstetric and newborn care were lacking. Also, access to management of 
childhood illnesses and referral services for life threatening conditions were poorly 
organized or non-existent.  Existing health centres reported high cases of diarrhoeal, 
malaria and typhoid.  

 

 WHO is providing support to the Nigerian Centre for Disease Control (NCDC) of the 
Federal Ministry of Health NCDC/FMOH to implement Early Warning and Alert 
Network (EWARN) in 15 States that were most severely hit by the 2012 Flood 
disaster. EWARN aims to provide timely disease surveillance and other health events 
information for detecting and responding rapidly to signals which may indicate 
disease outbreaks or other public health emergencies. 

  

 The week 10 EWARN report indicates that there were 1065 cases of malaria 
reported, of these 51 cases (4.8%) described as severe and another 64 cases (6%) 
affecting pregnant women. In addition, there were 162 cases of diarrhoea reported. 
Of these, 48 cases (29.6%) were due to diarrhoea with blood while the remaining 114 
cases (70.4%) were due to acute watery diarrhoea.  WHO in collaboration with the 
NCDC/Federal Ministry of Health organized a review meeting of all EWARN 
Coordinators and Facilitators from the target States at Nassarawa from 13-14th 
March 2013. Gaps were identified and solutions proffered. A work plan for the next 3-
months was also developed. 

 

 WATER SANITATION HYGIENE 
 

 Water and Sanitation facilities in flood affected states were damaged leading to 
contamination of water sources and little of no access to sanitation. The affected 
population practise open defecation and facilities at host communities were 
overstressed. 

 

 With funding from ECHO, ELMA Relief Foundation and Oxfamnovib, Oxfam is 
supporting 60,000 persons across 56 communities in both Kogi and Delta States. The 
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For further information, please contact:  
Choice Okoro, OCHA Nigeria, Head of Humanitarian Advisory Team, okoroc@un.org, Tel. (234) 81 669 53 847 
Ajayi Ayobamidele, OCHA Nigeria, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, ayobamidele@un.org, Tel. (234) 81 071 18 472 

OCHA Humanitarian Bulletins are available at www.unocha.org/rowca | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 

main emphases are on access to clean water, hygiene promotion and sanitation. The 
Hygiene promotion is targeting households, schools and Health Centres.  

 

  International Response Committee and CISCOPE have registered 10,750 families 
(86,600) in 50 villages in Ibaji LGA in Kogi State one of the states worse affected by 
the 2012 flooding. IRC has distributed cleaning kits to 22 villages in Ibaji LGA to 
improve sanitation and hygiene in the target villages; as well as 10,000 NFI kits – 

 

 Under the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, UNICEF in collaboration with Bayelsa 
State Government has installed a solar powered motorized borehole equipped with 
8000 litre overhead tank and iron removal plant to supply the water to the population 
affected by the flooding in 2012. In order to ensure community participation, Water 
Sanitation and Hygiene Committee (WASHCOM) has been established in the target 
communities. With the completion of bore hole additional 2500 flood affected people 
including children and women in the rural communities have access to improved 
source of water.  

 
 
Sahel Response: 

 

 As part of the Sahel response, 389 WASH kits were distributed through CMAM 
(Community Management Acute Malnutrition) centers in Katsina, Kebbi, Sokoto and 
Zamfara states benefiting a total of 1356 people including children and women. 
Similarly, 2363 Mothers/Caregivers of Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) children have 
received hygiene kits with key hygiene messages in the same states. UNICEF has 
also supported 28 communities in Ibaji LGA of Kogi state to eliminate Open 
Defecation (OD). Another 300 families across 3 CMAM sites in Jigawa have received 
minimum WASH package. 55 CMAM communities in Sokoto and Katsina States were 
triggered for Community Led Total Sanitation (CLTS) following the training of 32 
trainers to implement CLTS in 4 LGAs of Katsina state. In addition 220 families in 
Song LGA in Adamawa state have been sensitized for proper hand washing and 
distributed soaps to mothers and care givers at 2 CMAM centers."   
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