
Hamdan bin Zayed receives IFRC President 
HH Sheikh Hamdan bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the Ruler’s 
Representative in the Western Region and Chairman of the UAE 
Red Crescent Authority (RCA) received Tadateru Konoe, President 
of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies (IFRC).They discussed the efforts made to strengthen 
the partnership and cooperation aimed at enhancing the IFRC’s 
role, particularly in the Middle East and North Africa region. (Al 
Ittihad, 23 April 2012)

RCA offers urgent medical services and food packages for 
Syrian refugees in Lebanon
The UAE RCA has intensified its efforts to provide medical 
assistance for Syrian refugees.  RCA officials discussed with 
Lebanese hospitals ways of meeting the needs of the injured. RCA 
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President of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies, Tadateru Konoe has praised the role played by 
the UAE to fight human trafficking, during his visit to Ewa’a Shelter 
for Women and Children in Abu Dhabi on 23 April.

Ewa’a, meaning “to shelter”, was set up under the umbrella of the 
UAE Red Crescent Authority (RCA) in 2008. The shelters provide 
refuge and care for the victims of human trafficking and sexual 
exploitation crimes in the UAE, as well as support and rehabilitation 
to victims while spreading awareness on human trafficking and 
its risks. When victims reach the shelters, they receive medical 
examinations, and are provided with their basic needs, including 
clothing, and an opportunity to contact their families. 

Rehabilitation of victims includes teaching them a new skill or craft 
to support them in their new life after they go back home. Most 
women stay in the shelter for a period of 1-6 months. When they are 
ready to leave, Ewaa’ provides them with airline tickets, and a small 
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teams have also distributed food packages in Tripoli and Akaar 
Governorates. (Al Bayan, 24 April 2012)

UAE Project to Assist Pakistan distributes over 30,000 school 
bags 
The UAE’s “Project to Assist Pakistan” continued its humanitarian 
mission by distributing school bags to help the children in Swat. 
Over 30,000 school bags were distributed among children as the 
new academic year started in the valley in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Province, located close to the Afghan-Pakistan border. (The Gulf 
Today, 22 April 2012)

UAE field hospital in Ismailiya treats 500 patients in Egypt 
The UAE Emirates World Humanitarian Mobile Hospital has treated 
more than 500 Egyptian patients since it moved to Al Ismailiya 
Governorate. The hospital provided treatment and medicine free of 
charge for the elderly, children and the needy Egyptian people. (Al 
Bayan, 22 April 2012)

Mohammed bin Zayed orders dispatching of relief plane to 
Libya
HH General Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince 
of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed 
Forces has ordered a relief plane, carrying urgent medical aid to the 
Libyan people to ease their suffering. (Al Fajr 10 April 2012)

Zayed Foundation provides medical equipment to Al Makassed 
Hospital in Jerusalem
The Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan Charitable and Humanitarian 
Foundation has donated AED 2.3 million to Al Makassed Hospital in 
Jerusalem to buy a vehicle to transport patients, medical equipment 
for the hospital, as well as establish a medical centre at one of Al 
Aqsa mosque gates.  (Al Ittihad, 1 April 2012)

The Ewa’a Shelters for Women and Children efforts praised 
amount of money to support them starting a new life, after studying 
the requirements of each case. Coordination with international 
organizations or with shelters in their home countries takes place to 
ensure that women go back safely to their homes.  

As part of Ewa’a’s efforts to raise awareness of human trafficking, 
it has launched a media campaign to promote its hotline service, 
in cooperation with Abu Dhabi International Airport and Al Ain 
International Airport.

The UAE government issued the Federal Law No (51) of 2006 
on combating human trafficking, the first legislation of its kind in 
the Arab World, as part of the UAE’s efforts in combating human 
trafficking.



On 6 May 2012, the Arab League, the United Nations and the 
Humanitarian Forum will hold a one-day meeting in Cairo to consider 
the most urgent humanitarian needs in Yemen.  In the following days 
the Friends of Yemen Group will meet in the Saudi capital on May 23 
to discuss the overall situation in Yemen, including its humanitarian 
component.

According to the preliminary findings of the recent Comprehensive 
Food Security Survey (CFSS) conducted by WFP together with 
UNICEF and Yemen’s Central Statistical Organization (CSO), food 
insecurity in Yemen has reached alarming levels. Forty-four per cent 
of the population - over 10 million people - is food insecure. Half of 
them, five million people, are severely food insecure. This means 
that they cannot produce or buy enough food. The highest level of 
severe food insecurity is now in Al Bayda Governorate, where the 
level has reached over 60 per cent.

Over the last two months, nearly 95,000 people have been forced 
to leave their homes as a result of two new conflicts. Since mid 
February 2012, an estimated 56,000 people have been displaced 
in the south of Yemen from Abyan Governorate. In the north, an 
estimated 38,500 people have been displaced within Hajjah 
Governorate alone. Both areas already had large populations of 
internally displaced persons (IDPs): 144,000 IDPs in the south and 
102,000 in Hajjah. Another 124,000 persons in other governorates 
in the north bring the total number to almost half a million IDPs in 
the country.

A meeting between the UN and humanitarian partners, the 
Government of Yemen and the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) was 
held on 21 March in Riyadh, to assess the humanitarian situation in 
Yemen and coordinate the efforts of GCC members in support of 
humanitarian needs. Representatives of more than thirty countries 
and international organizations participated in the meeting. The 
GCC encouraged member states to urgently support the priority and 
underfunded sectors as identified in the 2012 Yemen Humanitarian 
Response Plan. 

As at 26 April, the 2012 Plan was only 25 per cent funded and in 
urgent need of additional support.  Approximately $ 115.4 million 
(AED 424 million) had been received, leaving a gap of $ 339.6 
million (AED 1.25 billion) (Source: Consolidated Appeal: Yemen 
Humanitarian Response Plan 2012)

From 14-15 April, OCFA held a workshop on ‘Humanitarian 
Financing’ in Abu Dhabi, with presentations by senior officials from 
the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs (OCHA). Over the course of the two-day event, participants 
explored the international financing mechanisms that enable a fast, 
effective and coordinated international response to humanitarian 
crises. 

The Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF), managed by 
the Emergency Relief Coordinator, is a reserve fund of some 
AED 1.65 billion ($450 million), available for immediate transfer 
to UN agencies in response to emergencies. Donors contributing 
towards the CERF receive enhanced visibility, and are part of the 
immediate response to all major crises, even if they do not have 
physical representation in the countries where the CERF is used.

Another key financing mechanism is provided by the country-
specific Emergency Response Funds (ERF). Donors to these 
funds select the country where they wish their contribution to be 
used, but the choice of projects is made by the UN’s Humanitarian 
Coordinator, depending on the most urgent needs at a given time.  
In a recent statement, the GCC recommended support for the ERF 
for Yemen.  

The UN speakers also highlighted the importance of the 
Consolidated Appeals Process (CAP) for aid organizations to plan, 
implement and monitor their humanitarian activities together.  As 
well as allowing donors to identify the priority needs for a given 
emergency, the CAP is a useful tool for donors to find local and 
international NGOs with a proven track record that can implement 
projects in the affected country. 

Participants also recognized that OCFA’s regular reports to the 
UN’s Financial Tracking Service help to enhance visibility of the 
UAE as one of the world’s top humanitarian donors. In order to 
maintain this position, UAE donor organizations need to provide 
OCFA with good project-level data about their humanitarian 
contributions, in a timely manner.
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