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CISP’s Activity Update online database system 

Discover CISP’s Activity Update, an 

online interactive feature integrated 

into CISP’s website. The Activity Update 

is a database which allows you to 

search the various activities that CISP 

has been carrying out in Somalia. The 

system is a platform where updates are 

presented and documented with voices 

from the field, pictures, videos, maps, 

facts and figures. The purpose of the 

Activity Update is to improve accountability and strengthen transparency vis-a-vis the 

Somali people. The Activity Update section is a work in progress and materials are 

added on a continuous basis.  

Your search 

If you are interested in a specific geographical area, you can select regions, areas and 

locations to find out what CISP is doing there. Your search can also include other 

variables, such as: sectors of intervention, year and status of the projects. 

Your comments 

If you wish, you can provide your comments on a 

specific activity, directly from the update page. We 

believe that your involvement and participation is 

essential to improve the performance of our 

organization, and we therefore welcome your 

feedback and suggestions. Relevant follow-up 

actions will be initiated and recorded in the 

database.  

Search CISP’s Activity Updates 

See all the Activity Updates  

CISP Somalia Newsletter   December 2011     Issue n. 1  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cvtx2sOR1iE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cvtx2sOR1iE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cvtx2sOR1iE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CBpKL3nAh38http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CBpKL3nAh38
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CBpKL3nAh38http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CBpKL3nAh38
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CBpKL3nAh38http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CBpKL3nAh38
http://www.cisp-som.org/en/activity-update/search
http://www.cisp-som.org/database/frontend/en/about-us/our-accountability-effort
http://www.cisp-som.org/en/activity-update/search
http://www.cisp-som.org/en/activity-update/all-updates
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Business Information Service Centres – training and mentorship for 1300 young entrepreneurs 

In January 2011, CISP has started the Business Information Service Centre 

(BISC) project in Galgaduud and Mudug regions (Central Somalia), based on a 

CISP programme which has been successfully running in Malawi since 2002. 

“The overall objective of the pilot project is to provide livelihood 

opportunities, and improve the level of income for unemployed or 

underemployed Somali youth, through an initiative that goes beyond the 

training and placement model”, says Rosaia Ruberto, CISP Country 

Coordinator. The BISC project targets youth engaged in small and medium-

sized enterprises, or who aspire to become entrepreneurs, with 

personalized business health check-ups and tailored training packages. 

A team composed of coordinators, mentors, trainers and business experts operate in the four Business Information 

Service Centers established by CISP in South Galkayo, Cadaado, Dhusamareeb and Guriceel. 1300 youth (55% 

women) have been trained on business management and entrepreneurship, and have been equipped with the skills 

needed to manage and stabilize their business activities, increase profits and enlarge their market.  

The training is followed up with individual mentoring support, and regular check-ups of their businesses, in order to 

build their managerial and technical capacities in the long run. The BISC project has also promoted the establishment 

of young entrepreneurs and sector associations and encouraged collaboration initiatives among them. 

 
Shukri Omar, a 24 year old woman from Dhusamareeb, is one of the trainees of the BISC project. She lives 
alone with three children and her old mother. Her husband left to try to find a job in Mogadishu, but he didn’t 
succeed. With no other means of survival, she wanted to set up 
a small business, but she has no capital to start. During the 
entrepreneurship training, Shukri came up with a business idea 
that she proposed to other trainees. A group of five people 
decided to start the business together, and received a grant 
through CISP.  

The idea was to operate as poultry and chicken keepers, as 
there are not many in the area. The business start-up grant 

was in the form of chickens and hens, bought from BeletWeyne, 
and all the necessary materials to rear them.  
Shukri and her team have now 60 chickens and hens. They have 
started to sell eggs, cakes and fast food in Dhusamareeb. 
“Some people have become regular customers”, she says. “We 
are applying what we have learnt during the BISC 
training, including customer satisfaction, cash book, and cash in 
and cash out”.  
Shukri and the other group members are now able to make a 
living for themselves and their families. 

 

See BISC new video 
See CISP’s Livelihood programme 
See CISP’s Livelihood Resources 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cvtx2sOR1iE
http://www.cisp-som.org/en/livelihood-sector
http://www.cisp-som.org/en/news-resources-and-media/publications/cat_view/42-resources/64-sectors/67-livelihood
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Vocational Education and 

Training for Accelerated 

Promotion of Employment 

(VETAPE)  

In partnership with Save the 

Children, CISP started VETAPE 

project in 2009, targeting about 

3,000 Somali youth in Galgaduud, 

South Mudug and Hiraan. 

Different training options are 

offered within the VETAPE 

project, including: carpentry, 

masonry, cloth making and 

embroidery, electrical, 

mechanics, nursing, tele-

communication, plumbing, 

computer applications and 

secretarial skills. Read more 

CISP partners with the World Bank to raise awareness of climate change 

In the wake of the Durban Climate Change 

Conference (COP17), CISP joined the World 

Bank’s effort in support of the 

Connect4Climate initiative, to raise 

awareness about climate change in Somalia. 

Acknowledging the importance of climate change and having the conviction 

that youth can play a great role for the future of the Somali society, CISP 

participated enthusiastically in the 

Connect4Climate initiative. CISP involved 340 

students between 13 and 30 years of age, 

enrolled in CISP’s vocational training 

programmes (VETAPE) in Dhusamareeb, 

Cadaado and Galkayo, in Central Somalia.  

See CISP supporting Connect4Climate  

 

CISP supports UNDP’s initiative for a Somali Youth Charter 

Convinced of the importance of youth engagement 

and participation for the future of Somalia, CISP 

actively supported UNDP’s initiative for a Youth 

Charter. The Charter has been developed by Somali 

youth with the support of UNDP, and aims to serve as 

one voice for the youth of Somaliland, Puntland and 

South Central Somalia, bringing to light concerns and 

issues they believe need to be addressed to empower 

them socially, economically and politically.  

In order to raise awareness on the Charter, and ensure 

it is widely representative, CISP shared the document 

with 340 trainees (including 120 women) enrolled in 

CISP’s vocational training programmes (VETAPE) and collected their feedback. The Youth Charter was presented 

during small group meetings after school in Guriceel, Dhusamareeb, Cadaado and Galkayo. The young students 

warmly welcomed the Charter: “This Charter is the first opportunity given to us. We believed that no one cared 

about our rights, but with this Charter we feel that our voices can be heard for once”. 

The Youth Charter is built on priorities that emerged through consultations, interviews, a survey and focus group 

discussions with youth and other stakeholders on the upcoming Somalia Human Development Report 2011, 

which focuses on Empowering Youth for Peace and Development.  

http://www.cisp-som.org/en/what-we-do/education/programme
http://www.cisp-som.org/en/news-resources-and-media/publications/doc_download/19-cisp-supporting-connect4climate-in-somalia
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The International Committee for the Development of Peoples (CISP) is a Non Governmental Organization established in Rome in 1983 to 

engage against the impact of poverty and denied rights worldwide. CISP has been active in over 30 countries worldwide: in Africa, Latin America, 

the Caribbean, Asia, the Middle East and Europe. CISP has been operating in Somalia since its inception and is currently implementing projects in 

the sectors of Education, Health, Water and Sanitation, Protection and Livelihood, in Benadir, Galgaduug, Hiraan, Mudug and Lower Juba.   

For more information: www.cisp-som.org   email: communications@cisp-som.org  

The Human Development Report, which will be launched early next year, provides a bold key reform agenda for 

target audiences to assume in order to empower youth effectively in Somalia.   

“Education is very important for our empowerment”, affirmed the students. Equality, protection, health care, 

disarmament, employable skills and sustainable job creation, access to information and freedom of expression, 

 youth organization and their voice and representation in politics,  peace \promotion and reconstruction, clean 

energy and environmental activism for greening human development  are other youth rights and aspirations 

that were clearly spelled out in the youth charter.  

See the draft Somali Youth Charter in English or in Somali 

 

CISP for the Somali people: our website 

 

Discover where CISP is working and what it is doing for the Somali people. Up to date information are always 

available on our Activity Update section. The website also features news, photo galleries, videos, resources and 

other useful information. 

We look forward to your visit! 

 

 

 
 

http://www.cisp-som.org/
http://www.cisp-som.org/en/news-resources-and-media/publications/cat_view/42-resources/63-documents?start=5
http://www.cisp-som.org/en/news-resources-and-media/publications/doc_view/22-somali-youth-charter-somali?tmpl=component&format=raw
http://www.cisp-som.org/en/where-we-work
http://www.cisp-som.org/en/what-we-do
http://www.cisp-som.org/en/activity-update/search
http://www.cisp-som.org/en/news-resources-and-media/news-a-highlights
http://www.cisp-som.org/en/news-resources-and-media/photos
http://www.cisp-som.org/en/news-resources-and-media/videos
http://www.cisp-som.org/en/news-resources-and-media/publications
file:///C:/Users/CISP/Desktop/newsletter/www.cisp-som.org

