
	

	

 	 	
EARTHQUAKE IN NEPAL 
April 28, 2015| No. 4 
 
SITUATION OVERVIEW 
 At 11:41am on April 25th, a 7.8 magnitude earthquake struck 

approximately 50 miles northwest of Kathmandu, according to 
the US Geological Survey (USGS). Tremors were felt across 
northern India and neighboring Bangladesh and Pakistan. 

 Aftershocks are now unlikely as the 72 hour window has passed  
 The most deadly avalanche ever recorded hit Mount Everest and 

destroyed most of Base Camp 1. 
 According to the United Nations Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) the most affected areas are 
Gorkha, Lamjung and Sindhupalchok as well as Kathmandu, 
Bhakktapur and Lalllipur Districts. 
 

INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE EFFORTS 
 LWR is working in close coordination with the Government of 

Nepal, NGOs, ACT Alliance partners and the UN.   
 The ACT Alliance has issued an alert and will be issuing an 

appeal in the coming days. LWR is an active member of the ACT 
Forum Nepal and is coordinating with LWF regarding 
implementation to avoid overlapping areas and to plan 
complimentary activities where feasible.   

 The Government of Nepal has declared a state of emergency 
and is requesting humanitarian assistance. The have stated the 
most important need right now is search and rescue, assistance 
to those injured and clearing debris. 

 Infrastructure, telecommunications, health, shelter and WASH 
needs also remain critical. According to the latest OCHA report, 
over 1.4 million people are in need of food assistance as well. 

 The Government has identified 16 open spaces to be used as 
camps. Five other shelter camps have also been established in 
areas belonging to the Armed Police Force. 

 Over one million children are estimated to be in need. 
 International humanitarian aid agencies are already planning 

their response in the badly affected areas of Kathmandu; 
however concern remains high for areas outside of Kathmandu 
which have been very difficult to reach and assess. 

 Death toll numbers and information on total number of houses 
damaged is still being collected but damage to infrastructure is 
extensive and the number of deaths is expected to continue to 
rise. 

By the Numbers 
 
 

7.8 
magnitude earthquake 
 

39 out of 75 
districts affected 
 

4600 
people reported dead 
 

9000 
people injured 
 

8 million 
people affected 
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LWR’S RESPONSE  
 LWR is planning on shipping over 9,240 Quilts, 1,000 

Personal Care Kits and 100 water filtration units from 
the UNHRD warehouse in Dubai. The shipment will be 
departing within the coming days and will arrive shortly 
after it leaves the warehouse. Distributions will take 
place in the most affected areas of Kathmandu 
working with LWR’s local partners Lutheran World 
Federation and the Nepal Red Cross. 

 LWR is committing an initial response of $500,000 and 
will be responding through long term partner 
COPPADES and exploring a response including cash 
transfers and possible NFI distribution in the Lamjung 
area, where 75% of the houses have been destroyed. 

 Staff from LWR’s Emergency Operations unit arrived in-
country today, with additional Asia regional and 
Emergency Operations staff prepared to deploy as 
needed in the coming week. 

 LWR has spent the initial hours confirming the safety 
and security of our staff, local partners, and 
communities in which we work. 

 Assessments are underway and coordination meetings 
with the Government of Nepal, other INGOs and local 
NGOs are happening daily. 

 LWR is currently already working in Lamjung District, 
where the epicenter of the earthquake was.   
 

 
LWR IN THE COUNTRY 
In Nepal, LWR currently works with local partners on 
agriculture, food security, climate change adaptation, 
emergency response and disaster risk reduction (DRR) 
projects.  LWR's work focuses on areas of western Nepal, 
including a current program based in Lamjung district, the 
epicenter of the earthquake. 
 
Last September, LWR Nepal responded to the severe 
flooding in Bardiya District, western Nepal, with cash for 
work, shelter and livelihood recovery programs. 
 
LWR began working in Nepal in 2009 to improve food 
security in for indigenous, Dalit and marginalized 
communities. Despite recent declines in poverty, Nepal 
remains one of the poorest countries in the world. Rural 
communities often struggle with household food security and 
are extremely vulnerable to frequent natural hazards, 
including flash floods, landslides and earthquakes. Poverty 
affords communities few resources to prepare for or mitigate 
the effects of these hazards and even fewer resources to 
recover, which can destroy development gains. LWR 
promotes resilience and long-term development in the 
communities in which it works by better preparing 
communities for natural hazards and helping families realize 
food security and savings.  
 
 


