
 
 

At about 11 am on Sunday, April 25, 2015, a massive earthquake measuring 7.8 on the Richter scale shook the 

country of Nepal. According to the National Emergency Operation Center, 8,019 persons have died and 366 are still 

missing from the disaster that also injured 17,866 persons (May 10, 2015). It has also been reported that more than 10% 

of the country’s homes were destroyed (299,588) or damaged (269,107). The nation was devastated as buildings 

collapsed and lives were lost in the rubble. Families scrambled to search for their loved ones in remote villages, only to 

be faced by the extreme conditions of hills and poor road access; some only accessible by walking/trekking for several 

days. Conditions were very bad due to the poverty of the people and the limited capacity of the government. 

        

  

Map of impacted areas and key 

casualties statistics (bottom-left) 

Picture: Kathmandu City sustained 

structural damage (top-left), a 

mother and child in agony as they 

are still trying to grasp what just 

happened to their lives (top-right) 



 The City of Kathmandu sustained damages as old buildings were not built with reinforced columns. Electric 

wires are hanging while access to clean water is scarce. Food supplies quickly became scarce, causing people to leave 

the city within days after the earthquake. The country’s main economy, tourism, was negatively impacted as historic 

buildings went down and snow avalanches killed mountain climbers in the Himalayas. 

 

A Story of Balaju 

 A local resident named Devbarta, who is the principal of the HOPE worldwide Nepal school in Balaju (an area of 

Kathmandu), described how he and his wife were safe due to the fact that they were outside of their house during the 

earthquake. When they returned to their house, they discovered that it was not a safe place to live in anymore. Along 

with other families living near the school, Devbarta, his wife and their newborn baby stayed at the HOPE worldwide 

school. Even though the school did not have electricity, it became an emergency shelter for these displaced families. 

Soon enough, a kitchen was started for the 60 persons staying at the emergency shelter. Within days, due to support 

from the government of Indonesia, a giant tent was brought to the school that can be used as a classroom during the 

day and a shelter for the families at night. 

  
Picture: Families stayed at HOPEww school in Balaju (left) meals are provided for everyone at the school (right) 
 

 

      
Picture: D Raj (HOPE worldwide Nepal’s Relief Coordinator) brought blankets for the affected families in Balaju (left), A 

tent helped the affected residents to be dry when it rains (right) 

 



The school in Balaju became an oasis as communities did not see any help coming to the poor slums just on the 

outskirts of Kathmandu. Blankets and food were provided as well as shelter and clean water at the facility. The school 

may not be used again, but for now, it is bringing hope to many living in the surrounding area. HOPE worldwide Nepal is 

serving the community by providing shelter, food and clean water to the people in Balaju. 

 

Shelter 

A tarpaulin (tent) is now considered a luxury. Many families do not have a roof over their heads because their 

houses are either destroyed or unsafe to live in.  In some areas, people just sleep outside, hoping that the rain will not 

come. Many families salvaged anything they could find from the remains of their properties to create a makeshift 

shelter just so that they have a roof at night. Many other families whose houses were untouched by the earthquake still 

decided to sleep outside due to the trauma they experienced and their fear of aftershocks. 

 

   
Picture: A tent in outskirts of Kathmandu (left)  A family staying in their shop with open doors, ready to run when needed (right) 

 

  

   
Picture: Families stayed in open ground (left) or under tin sheets they managed to salvage (right). 

 

Responding to the need, HOPE worldwide is delivering 3,000 tarpaulins as emergency shelters to support 

affected families. Without a roof to protect families from the rain, situations will worsen. Delivering the tarpaulins to the 

various villages in the affected areas can require long travel by car. Some tarpaulins are also hand-carried by foot. The 

teams on the ground are working closely with the Air Line Pilot Association of Singapore who is also mobilizing tarpaulins 

and delivering them from Singapore by Silk Air to Kathmandu. Local volunteers and staff have been working tirelessly 

day and night to move the shipment before the rain season arrives. The Custom officials have been very helpful to 



provide smooth clearance once the shipments arrived in Kathmandu Airport. Local volunteers provided trucks and 

manpower to help transport the tarpaulins, which can be quite heavy.  

 

        
Picture: Mr Dahal, the Chairman of HOPE worldwide Nepal, transporting the shipments to trucks to distribute tarpaulins (left), stacks 

of tarpaulins waiting to be delivered to families  (center), a man is joyful after receiving tarpaulin that can protect his family (right) 

 

 
Picture: affected areas per district 

 
 

Food Security 

  The World Food Programme has estimated that 3.5 million people will need food support to survive in the 

coming months. The people affected by the earthquake had limited supplies to begin with which are now buried in the 

rubble.  Supplies in the market are limited and prices are going up. People desperately need food assistance to survive. 

HOPE worldwide is mobilizing basic life-saving food supplies, such as rice, dried beans, and cooking oil as well as drinking 

water to support families in need. As of May 11, 2015, a total of 10 tons (22,000 lbs.) of food supplies have been 

delivered to Nepal to be distributed to villages and communities that have a pressing need for food.  

 



         
Picture: An older woman trying to salvage grains scattered on the ground just outside of her house in Nareshwor Village in Gorkha 

District (Left) , an older man who has limited supplies himself offered handmade popcorn as gratitude for the help he received 

(center), an older woman selling peanuts for 15 cents to sustain her family (right) 

 

 

    
Picture: Food supplies arrived in Kathmandu Airport (left), Despite losing his father due to the earthquake, Anu Dangol 

led a Disaster Response Team to hand-carry food supplies to some remote areas unreachable by motor vehicle (right) 

 

Vulnerable groups 

The most pressing need of the hour is providing help to the most vulnerable groups after the disaster, including 

the elderly, children, the handicapped/those with special needs, women, people in remote villages, and people of lower 

caste. These groups are often neglected because they are often the weakest and unable to search for help.   

    

A woman of the lowest caste mourns as the 

house that she once lived in is now 

destroyed. She is alone, with no family, and 

no means to seek for help (left)  



 

The monsoon season is coming soon and affected families will need tents as emergency shelters or their living 

condition can deteriorate, potentially bringing secondary disasters of disease epidemic and more injuries. Damaged 

houses create an unsafe environment for families to live, where additional earthquakes in the earthquake-prone area 

might just flatten the unsafe houses. However, the impact will be magnified among vulnerable groups.  

In addition, close to one million children are out of school. Many are not able to return due to the schools being 

used as an emergency shelter or destroyed/damaged due to the earthquake. Children are also the most vulnerable 

group as many can be traumatized from the earthquake, causing psychosocial issues. Activities such as Play Therapy 

through child-friendly spaces can help improve the well-being of children and help them self-heal their traumatic 

experiences. 

 

 

 

 

An elderly woman with walking difficulties 

was joyful when she received a blanket that 

can keep her warm as she tries to endure 

painful days in an emergency shelter. (left)  

A pregnant woman, with days before giving 

birth, is trying to not lose hope as she 

continues to search for missing family 

members in the unsafe environment of a 

destroyed house. She had no choice but to 

search as no one but her neighbor is helping 

(right)  



 

Blankets 

The 6 million people affected by the earthquake are spread throughout the mountains where nights can be very 

cold as they sleep in makeshift shelters. Through the generous support of Singapore Airline, as many as 12,000 blankets 

are being delivered to Nepal to protect the families affected. They have enough clothes, but extra layers of blankets are 

necessary to sustain the chill. 

 

         
Picture: A mother smiles as her baby is secured in warm blanket (left), a young girl is wrapped by compassion (center), a 

volunteer working hard to deliver much needed blankets (right) 

 

 

 

 Through the compassion of many supporters, HOPE worldwide is able to mobilize 40 tons of supplies to provide 

various services to the people in need. The number of 40 tons can be deceiving in that it sounds like a large number 



compared to the needs of a family or a small community, but it is a small amount for the 6 million people trying hard to 

survive these challenging times.  

 

Thank you for the support! The journey is still far from over 

 The fight for survival for Nepalis in the hills of Himalaya and Kathmandu Valley is far from over. Their survival 

depends on them receiving immediate lifesaving supplies that they need in such a harsh environment. The people need 

everyone to take part in this fight. We want to express our gratitude for those who have tirelessly spent their time and 

resources to rush assistance to the people in need. But the fight is far from over. We need more people to join the 

cause. Come and help us to help the people of Nepal; to bring hope and change lives.  

 

 
Picture: Villagers in remote areas with limited resources need life-saving assistance for their survival 

 

 

 

For further questions, feel free to contact us at: 

 


