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Operational Context 

After a decade of post-conflict transition, political and social 
progress in Nepal has been slow. The GDP per capita is USD 
707 and 25 percent of the population lives on USD 1.25 per day 
or less. Poverty in the Far West development region (Karnali 

Zone) is the highest, with 46 percent of people below the 
poverty line. This is partly due to the geographical location of 
Karnali, which falls purely in the mountain belt, resulting in 
lower levels of agricultural productivity and infrastructure 
development. 
 
Frequent natural disasters negatively affect livelihoods and food 
security. Nepal’s vulnerability to high food prices, especially in 
remote mountain areas, further exacerbates food insecurity. 
Challenging and isolated geography, natural disasters, civil 
unrest and lack of infrastructure complicate efforts to improve 

livelihoods, establish functioning markets and transport food. 
 
WFP’s interim country strategic plan supports the Government 
of Nepal in tackling food insecurity, focusing on social safety 
nets in the areas of nutrition, education, rural livelihoods and 
emergency support. 
 

 
WFP has been operating in Nepal since 1964. 

  

Contact info: Kessang Lama (kessang.lama@wfp.org) 
Country Director: Pippa Bradford 
Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/nepal 
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Credit: WFP/Francesca Caponera 
Caption: Children playing in Doti District. 
 

 

In Numbers 
 

4.6 million   Food insecure people** 

1.4 million Pregnant and nursing women 

malnourished* 

325,000 Children under 5 years 

malnourished* 
 

 

Operational Updates 
 

 WFP’s beneficiary complaint feedback mechanism 

Namaste WFP is now operational in Doti where WFP 

implements livelihood and income generating 

activities. Community outreach was increased this 

month to ensure that awareness on Namaste WFP 

was maximised.   

 

 

 Together with the Ministry of Agriculture, Land 

Management and Cooperative, WFP’s Vulnerability 

Analysis and Mapping (VAM) unit will conduct mobile 

household surveys in eight mountainous districts of 

Province 6 and 7. Approximately 1,470 households 

will be sampled. 

 

 WFP and the Ministry of Agriculture, Land 

Management and Cooperative, chaired by its 

Honourable Minister, organized a one-day orientation 

on the Nepal Food Security Monitoring System 

(NeKSAP) in Province 4. The event highlighted the 

importance of the monitoring tool and included a total 

of 45 participants. 

 

 WFP is seeking partners to utilize the training and 

storage facilities at the humanitarian staging area on 

a cost recovery basis to ensure its sustainability.  

 

 WFP has partnered with the University of Virginia for 

a capstone project to review the implementation of 

the school health and nutrition agenda in Nepal. A 

final report is expected towards the end of May. 

 

 The ongoing targeted supplementary feeding 

programme, launched in response to the August 2017 

floods in the Terai, has been extended until June 

2018. Together with the United Nations Children’s 

Fund (UNICEF), WFP will continue to provide nutrition 

support to vulnerable flood-affected pregnant and 

nursing women and children aged 6-23 months. 

 

 The “Quick Win Trail” project improved 130 km of trail 

in Gorkha and Dhading and assessed a further 162 

km in the same two districts. Completion assessments 

conducted by WFP on one of these trails showed a 50 

percent reduction in the cost of rice. Funds gained by 

local people working on improving the trail also 

assisted in getting the village connected to electricity. 

Chronic malnutrition: 36% of 

children between 6-59 months 

2015 Human Development Index: 

145 out of 188 
Population: 26.6 million 

Income Level: Least Developed 

 

215,725 children received WFP provided 

school meals in March  52% 48% 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/nepal
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WFP Country Strategy 
 

 
Total  

Requirement 

(in USD) 

Total Received  

(in USD) 

 

Six Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Temporary Interim Country Strategic Plan Jan – June 2018 

Overall 24.255 m 32.73 m 24.255 m 

Strategic Outcome 1:  School-aged children in food insecure and remote 

rural areas have sustainable access to food by 2022. 

Strategic 
Result1 1 

Root causes  
4.84 m 9.06 m  4.84 m 

Strategic Outcome 2: Refugees from Bhutan in Eastern Nepal maintain 

access to adequate food. 

Strategic 

Result 2 

Crisis response  
0.65 m 0.70 m  0.65 m 

Strategic Outcome 3: Children 6-23 months’ old, pregnant and lactating 

women and other vulnerable persons in Nepal have improved nutritional 

status by 2030. 

Strategic 

Result 3 

Root causes 
1 m 0.38 m  1 m 

Strategic Outcome 4:  improved availability of pro-small-holder public 

goods and services in vulnerable communities in central and western Nepal 
by 2030. 

Strategic 

Result 14 
Resilience 

building 

14.76 m 17.87 m  14.76 m 

Strategic Outcome 5:  Capacities of national and local authorities are 

enhanced to prepare for and respond to food insecurity and emergencies by 

2030. 

Strategic 

Result 15 

Resilience 
building 

3 m 4 m  3 m 

Donors 
United States of America; United Nations other Funds and 
Agencies, UN Central Emergency Response Fund, Australia, United 
Kingdom, private donors and Republic of Korea. 

 

 

Monitoring 

 An independent evaluation team - Sambodhi 

Research and Communication Ltd - has been 

commissioned to conduct a combined evaluation 

(end-line and baseline) of the United States 

Department of Agriculture McGovern-Dole Food for 

Education Project (Activity 2). Data collection in the 

ten school meal programme districts has been 
completed. 

Challenges 

 Funding remains a challenge in WFP’s nutrition 

programme and could result in beneficiary cutbacks, 

and reduction in assistance. 

  

P 

WFP Country Activities 

SO 1 
1. Provision of school meals, and strengthening 

capacity. 

SO 2 2. General food distribution for refugees from Bhutan.   

SO 3 
3. Support the Government to design and implement 

programmes for the prevention of malnutrition. 

SO 4 
4. Enhance resilience and improve adaptation to shocks 

and to the effects of climate change. 

SO 5 

5. Local government capacity developed at the sub-
district level. 

6. Development of National Disaster Response 
platforms and strengthening emergency 
preparedness capacity. 

7. Strength capacities for food security monitoring and 
analysis. 

8. Ensure business continuity to enable WFP to respond 
to a catastrophic disaster by establishing safe 

facilities. 

 Nepal’s Activities 

SO 1 1. Provision of school meals, and strengthening 

capacity. 

SO 2 2. General food distribution for refugees from Bhutan. 

 

SO 3 3. Support the Government to design and implement 

programmes for the prevention of malnutrition. 

 

Meals not marriage for girls in rural 

Nepal 

 
WFP/Samir Jung Thapa 

 

In Far Western Nepal, boys and girls have very 

different childhoods. Boys eat first, are given more 

food than their sisters, do less housework and 

marry later. 

 

For girls, marriage and not school work can 

dominate their childhoods. Nepal is home to the 

third highest levels of child marriage in Asia. Thirty 

seven percent of girls marry before the age of 18, 

and 10 percent marry before they are 15. The legal 

age for marriage in Nepal is 20. 

 

WFP is working to keep all children in school by 

providing them with nutritious meals, even in the 

most remote communities. These meals are a 

powerful incentive for parents to send their children 
to school — and to keep them there. 

 

School meals encourage more girls to attend 

school. WFP and the Ministry of Education of Nepal, 

with generous support from the United States 

Department of Agriculture, have been providing 

daily midday meals to 260,000 schoolchildren in 

Nepal. Of these, 135,000 are girls. 

 

Where parents struggle to feed their children, WFP’s 

School Meals Programme serves as an incentive for 

parents in these communities to send their 

daughters to school. Read full story here.  

 

      

 
 

*All figures are provisional.  

http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ep/wfp284303.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ep/wfp284303.pdf
https://insight.wfp.org/meals-not-marriage-for-girls-in-rural-nepal-ce8f84db0f0d

