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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Prolonged dry period severely impacts crop development in 
2012/13 cropping season 

 Cereal production for 2013 estimated to drop by 42 percent 
compared to 2012s good output 

 Livestock condition worsens as a result of poor pasture in some 
areas 

 Food security situation tightening, as households exhaust 
supplies from own production 

Cereal production in 2013 is forecast to decline 
significantly following severe dry conditions 
Harvesting of the main 2013 cereal crops is expected to commence in 
May/June. Early production forecasts, from an assessment conducted 
by the Government in February, indicates that the country’s output will 
suffer a severe decline compared to last year and the short-term 
average, following a prolonged dry period during the 2012/13 cropping 
season (November-June).The poor rains were more pronounced in 
southern and western parts. In northwestern Omusait Region for 
example, which contributes approximately 14 percent to the national 
cereal output, cumulative rains between January and March were 
approximately one-third of the average. This region was also affected 
by an outbreak of army worms and is expected to record the sharpest 
decline in cereal production, about 50 percent below the average. 
 
By contrast, in the northern Caprivi Region seasonal rains were more 
favourable and production is expected to surpass 2012s flood-affected 
output, but remains below average. The national 2013 cereal output is 
estimated at 96 000 tonnes, 42 percent lower than 2012s harvest. 
However, the continuation of below normal precipitation in March and 
beginning of April, could further negatively impact crop development 
and, therefore, production forecasts may differ from the February 
assessment. 
 
In addition, pastures have also been negatively impacted by the rainfall 
deficits, and water availability for livestock has become inadequate in 
some parts. As a result, livestock conditions are poor necessitating 
emergency sales of livestock in Otjozondjupa Region, while livestock 
deaths were also recorded in Omaheke Region. 

Cereal imports higher in 2012/13 and expected to 
rise further next year 

Namibia imported about 86 000 tonnes of maize from South Africa, its 
main trading partner, during the 2012/13 marketing season (May/April), 
about 30 000 tonnes higher than last year’s level. Given the lower 
expected domestic supplies for the 2013/14 marketing year, maize 
imports are forecast to rise to approximately 115 000 tonnes, while a 
draw down in stocks will also help to bridge the larger domestic supply 
gap. 

Food security anticipated to tighten due to poor 
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production prospects in 2013 
The February crop and food security assessment found that most 
households had exhausted supplies from the previous 2012 harvest 
between August and January, and were now dependent on markets to 
satisfy consumption requirements. However, harvesting of vegetable 
crops and green maize from March onwards is expected to improve 
supplies and ease food security conditions. 
 
Food aid distributions are also supplementing households’ stocks in 
Caprivi Region since February 2013. However, the estimated decrease 
in cereal production and emergency sales of livestock is expected to 
tighten the food security conditions later in 2013, as household stocks 
are anticipated to be depleted earlier than August in some parts. 
 
 


