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Health, Population, and Nutrition 

New Albishrin Ku! Radio Dramas 
Highlighting Health Issues a Big Hit 

USAID’s new and innovative integrated 
health Social and Behavior Change 
campaign called Albishirin Ku! (“Glad 
Tidings” in Hausa) leverages the power of 
storytelling to deliver important good-

health messages.  Presented nationally on 
September 19, the coordinated messaging 
package built around a weekly radio drama 

promotes positive health behaviors such as 
maternal, newborn, and child health, good 
nutrition, family planning, and malaria 
prevention and treatment.  Acting Health 
Office Director Minal Amin represented 
USAID at the launch, where she said 
“though barely out of the gate, the 
campaign already shows that messaging 
about modest behavior changes can save 
lives and improve health through an 
entertaining radio program.”   

To augment the broadcasts, community 
volunteers will directly engage households 
and community groups as well as religious 
and traditional leaders who have agreed to 
amplify and reinforce these messages at the 
state and local levels.  Active in Bauchi, 
Kebbi, and Sokoto states, the multimedia 
campaign, has proved wildly popular, 
generating over 88,000 calls to listen to the 
toll-free  episodes of the drama on mobile 
phones  since broadcasting began in Bauchi 
on August 26.  The broadcasts expanded to 
Kebbi and Sokoto on September 15. “The 

POWER OF RADIO: Deputy Health Office Director 
Minal Amin with Albishirin Ku! participants.   

 PARTY TIME: Actors who participated in making the 
radio dramas danced to the campaign theme song 
at the launch in Abuja.  Listen to the song here.  

 RADIO FAMILY:   Actors Jamilu Ibrahim and 
Hajara Haruna in character as new parents. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NEN38WDkadk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NEN38WDkadk
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launch of Albishirin Ku! is the dawn of a new 
era that mirrors hope and symbolizes 
empowerment of women and the wellbeing 
of the family,” said Dr. Zainab Shinkafi 
Bagudu, wife of the Kebbi state governor at 
the launch.  It is anticipated that the 
successful rollout of the messaging 
campaign, implemented for USAID through 
Breakthrough Action Nigeria, will result in 
expansion of the activity across Nigeria. 
Watch this video.  
 

Support for Kano to Help States 
Identify Health Insurance Solutions’ 

USAID was among the more than 
100 representatives from the National 

Health Insurance Scheme, state health 
insurance schemes, civil society 
organizations and development partners 
from across almost 30 states that were 
convened by Kano State leaders on 
September 24 to identify data solutions, 
accelerate local progress, disseminate best 
practices and help inform national and 
state-specific strategies around health 
insurance design and rollout in Nigeria.  

Participants at the workshop, titled 
"Shaping the Future of Health Insurance 
Expansion in Nigeria through State Health 

Insurance Schemes,” agreed that 
successfully implemented and operated 
health schemes will prove to be a significant 
tool in making affordable healthcare more 
accessible throughout the country, 
especially for the poor and most vulnerable.  
With USAID support, Nigerian states at 
various stages of implementing their 
respective plans are making a concerted 
effort to work with healthcare providers to 
improve efficiency and expand universal 
healthcare coverage.  

U.S Assistance Helps Nigeria Mark 
Three Years Free from Wild Polio   
 
With support from USAID and the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control, among other 
donors, Nigeria has commemorated three 
years without the occurrence of the wild 
polio virus, leaving only Afghanistan and 
Pakistan as countries that have not 
eliminated the scourge.   
 
Nigeria must submit its final polio data for 
evaluation by March 2020, at which time 
the African continent can be certified polio-
free.   Observers note Nigeria’s three-
decade struggle against polio has been 
arduous, from logistical complexities to 
countering hostility towards health workers 
and conspiracy theories, further 
complicated by ongoing extremist 

HEALTHCARE FOR ALL: With USAID support, 30 

Nigerian states gathered to strategize on expanding 
universal healthcare coverage. 
 

POLIO FREE:  Nigeria has been  polio-free for three 
consecutive years, the last country in Africa. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jdlow21Ox2M
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insurgencies.  The U.S. will continue the 
fight against polio with a focus on 
surveillance in the coming years. 

HIV, AIDS,  and TB Control 

U.S. Helps Convince Akwa Ibom to 
Waive HIV/AIDS Treatment Fees 

Less than three weeks after a visit from the 
U.S. Ambassador W. Stuart Symington and 
USAID Mission Director Stephen M. Haykin, 
Akwa Ibom state waived user fees for 
Antiretroviral Therapy treatment to combat 
HIV and AIDS.   

The September 9 announcement by the 
State Commissioner for Health, Dr. Dominic 
Ukpong, came during a visit by a team from 
the U.S. Office of the Global AIDS  
Coordination.  The team congratulated Dr. 
Ukpong on issuing the waiver as it will 
remove barriers to treatment for people 
living with HIV and AIDS.  Akwa Ibom is a 

focus state of a U.S. “surge response” that 
made available an additional $75 million of 
funding for anti-retroviral medicines that 
will help  curb HIV and AIDS in Nigeria 
following the March, 2019 release of the 
new National HIV/AIDS Impact and 
Indicator Survey (NAIIS).   Read more here.     

 Power Africa 

USAID Supports Commissioning of 
Africa’s Largest Off-grid Power Plant   

On September 3, the federal government  
of Nigeria commissioned the country’s 
largest-ever off-grid solar hybrid power 

plant at Bayero University in Kano State 
under the Energizing Education Program 
(EEP) of the Power Africa-supported Rural 
Electrification Agency.   As a result, 56,000 
students and 3,077 staff now have access to 
a sustained electricity supply from the 
university’s 7.1 MW solar hybrid power 
plant.  The commissioning also included the 
launch of 11.41 KM of solar powered 
streetlights as well as a world class 
renewables training center.   
 
The EEP is a federal government 
intervention focused on developing off grid, 
dedicated independent power plants and 
rehabilitating existing distribution 
infrastructure to supply clean, safe and 
reliable power to 37 federal universities and 
seven affiliated university teaching 
hospitals.  This hybrid plant also has a 
strong “green” component that will reduce 
carbon dioxide emissions (CO2) by 108 
million pounds annually. 
 
 

STEADY SUPPLY:  The new plant will provide the university 
with 7.1 MW of sustained solar hybrid power.   

 NO MORE FEES:  A couple receives counseling under 
a USAID-supported HIV/AIDS prevention activity in 
Akwa Ibom state.  

https://ng.usembassy.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/177/PR_NAIIS_RevealsProgressandCritical_130319.pdf
https://ng.usembassy.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/177/PR_NAIIS_RevealsProgressandCritical_130319.pdf
https://ng.usembassy.gov/u-s-allocates-an-additional-75-million-to-fight-hiv-and-aids-in-nigeria/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NEN38WDkadk
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KEY POPS: USAID will provide HIV prevention, 
care, and treatment to commercial sex workers 
will receive under the new KP-CARE-2 activity. 

 

New Awards 

Creative Associates to Implement 
Rejuvenated Regional Trade Hub 

In September, USAID awarded a five -year, 
$90.2 million contract to Creative 
Associates to implement a new West Africa 
Trade and Investment Hub based in Abuja.  

The Hub will work to improve private sector 
competitiveness in West Africa with a focus 
on increasing the agricultural productivity 
and profitability of smallholder farmers in in 
the region and promoting West Africa’s 
intra-regional and international trade.   
 
Jointly established and funded by USAID 
Missions in Nigeria, West Africa, Cote 
d’Ivoire, and Senegal, the Trade Hub will 
undertake design and administration of a 
grant-making facility for private sector 
partnerships, and provide technical 
assistance that directly supports, 
coordinates, and engages with qualifying 
recipients to achieve USAID’s and the 
region’s trade and food security objectives. 

 

New AIDS Prevention and Treatment 
Award to Society for Family Health 

USAID this month recently awarded a five-
year $15.6 million Cooperative 
Agreement to  the Society for Family Health 
to lead a wide-ranging consortium that will 
work to reduce incidence and transmission 
of HIV and mitigate the impact of the virus 
on key populations (KP) in Nigeria.  Known 
as KP-CARE-2, the activity will address gaps 
and bottlenecks in the response to HIV 
among key populations through a 
comprehensive package of services in-line 
with World Health Organization guidelines.   

KP-CARE-2 will also address structural and 
social barriers to accessing these services, 
which  include providing HIV prevention, 
care, and treatment. The activity will 
initially operate in Bauchi and Adamawa 
states. Key populations include people in 
prison, intravenous drug users, commercial 
sex workers, men who have sex with men, 
and transgender people.   

 

 

 

Secondary beneficiaries include individuals 
associated with key populations such as 
clients or families and children of sex 
workers and other key populations.   

TRADE HUB: The Trade Hub will work to improve 
private sector competitiveness and increase the 
productivity and profitability of smallholder farmers. 
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WATER FOR AG: The new activity will benefit 
smallholder farmers and herders in the Northeast.  

NAIJA NEWS 
Naija News is an unclassified document 

produced by USAID/Nigeria for everyone 
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would like to be added or deleted from the 
distribution list, contribute, or provide us with 

feedback, please write abujadoc@usaid.gov 
 

CRS Awarded ‘Water for Agriculture’ 
To Boost Development in Northeast   

USAID took a significant step in making the 
transition from humanitarian to 
development assistance in the Northeast 
awarding an $8 million Cooperative 
Agreement to Catholic Relief Services that 
will help increase agricultural productivity 
and income generation among smallholder 

farmers in Borno, Yobe, and Adamawa 
states.  By providing adequate and 
sustainable water supply to vulnerable 
populations for both farming and livestock 
in targeted, crisis-affected zones in Nigeria’s 
Northeast, Water for Agriculture aims to 
improve livelihood opportunities by 
increasing water access points and 
improving the capacity of local 
governments and communities to govern 
and manage water infrastructure and  
resources.  The activity is expected to 
benefit at least 4,000 smallholder farmers 
and 50,000 herders and their families in the 
northeast. The award will be implemented 
by Search for Common Ground and Pastoral 
Resolve (PARE) with Diamond Development 
Initiatives, CARITAS Nigeria, and the 
Federation of Muslim Women’s 
Associations in Nigeria. 

Integrated Agriculture for the 
Northeast Awarded to IITA 

 
USAID awarded another new agricultural 
activity in the Northeast, the two year, 
$10.8 million Feed the Future Nigeria 
Integrated Agriculture Activity, to the 
International Institute of Tropical 
Agriculture (IITA).  In partnership with the 
private sector, government, and other 
agricultural networks, Integrated 
Agriculture will re-engage vulnerable 
populations disenfranchised by conflict in 
basic farming activities to complement 

short-term support to address immediate 
livelihood needs with a longer term vision 
of growth and transformation.  Under the 
aegis of the Global Food Security Act, the 
activity supports agriculture-led economic 
growth and strengthened resilience among 
vulnerable populations, especially women 
and children, in Adamawa and Borno states. 

INTEGRATED AGRICULTURE will re-engage 
vulnerable populations disenfranchised from 
farming by the conflict in the Northeast.  

mailto:rztaylor@usaid.gov

