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Advocating peacebuilding is an issue which receives majority cross-party support in Switzerland. All the same, the means 
available for safeguarding a coherent peacebuilding policy and appropriate implementation of peacebuilding remain 
relatively limited. Nowadays, the rapidly changing nature of international conflict contexts poses new challenges and has 
raised the question of whether the Swiss peacebuilding architecture is capable of responding to them.

In order to answer this question, we wanted to highlight the roles of the diverse actors from Swiss civil society in estab-
lishing a peacebuilding architecture as well as the role played by various Swiss governmental bodies and the importance 
of their collaboration. The contributions allow us to reflect upon institutional structures and processes of cooperation and 
coherence that are needed in order to increase the effectiveness of Switzerland’s commitment to peacebuilding.
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FOCUS

Coherent Peace Policy in Switzerland?

Ensuring that a country’s peace policy is coherent is not primarily a matter of institutional and organisational coopera-
tion between the state and non-governmental actors operating in the relevant political fields (foreign affairs, security, 
development, economy, commerce and migration/refugees). The key factor is coherence in terms of content: to what 
extent do the declared goals of these actors coincide and what is the impact and outcome of their activities? An issue 
analysed by Andreas Zumach, a freelance journalist based at the UN headquarters in Geneva and a correspondent for the 
“tageszeitung” newspaper.

Switzerland is a long way from achieving this kind of coherence on peace policy, 
although the Federal Council and the political parties represented in Parlia-
ment – with the partial exception of the Swiss People’s Party (SVP) – have, along 
with non-governmental organisations (NGOs), declared their commitment to a 
cooperative policy within the framework of the UN, the OSCE and other interna-
tional institutions and to preventing and resolving conflicts using predominantly 
civilian means. Switzerland is also pursuing a policy of development cooperation 
and peacebuilding via the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC), 
the Human Security Division (HSD) and various NGOs – a policy which, for all the 
legitimate and necessary criticism aimed at individual projects, is essentially 
(and to a greater extent than in many other industrialised countries in the North) 
geared towards the needs of the relevant partner countries in the South and their 
people. Since the end of the Cold War, the Federal Council has provided its “good 
offices” (funding, experienced experts and diplomats, logistics or a neutral venue 
for negotiations) in a series of violent regional conflicts, starting with the “Geneva 
Initiative” for a fair two-state solution in the conflict between Israel and Palestine, 
which was negotiated between 1991 and 1993 with Swiss support. The purpose of 
this has been to pave the way for political mediation. Switzerland has also been 
actively involved in pushing for certain reforms within the UN since joining the 
organisation in 2002.

 However, these positive efforts in terms of peace policy are undermined 
and more than cancelled out by Switzerland’s arms exports and external trade 
policy, along with moves by the Federal Council and the majority of Parliament to 
protect Swiss businesses and the country’s financial centre from international 
legal standards and regulations. In all these areas as well as in energy policy and 
climate protection, Switzerland is pursuing a very self-serving policy driven by 
national interests. This approach contrasts sharply with the claim of promoting a 
cooperative peace policy aimed at tackling economic, social and political causes 
of conflicts in a sustainable way. This particularly applies to Swiss arms exports, 
a substantial quantity of which end up in the highly unstable countries of the 
conflict-torn “arc of crisis” stretching from Morocco to Pakistan, and mostly in 
states with an extremely poor human rights record. In March 2014, the National 
Council decreed that Swiss arms could now also be supplied to countries in which 
“human rights are seriously and systematically violated”. There is an irresolvable 
contradiction between this decision and the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) approved by 
the UN General Assembly in April 2013, which Switzerland signed and helped to 
negotiate. Swiss arms exports have already increased by a third since the resolu-
tion was passed. On top of this, the Federal Council has been turning a blind eye to 
all the tricks employed by Pilatus and other Swiss arms manufacturers to circum-
vent the provisions of the ATT, which were weak to begin with.

 External trade policy is another area in which Switzerland has compromised 
many of the successes achieved through the cooperation between the SDC, HSD 
and the NGOs. Within the World Trade Organization (WTO) and in the secret ne-
gotiations currently ongoing outside the WTO on an agreement to “liberalise” the 
services markets, Switzerland has always been one of the states pushing for 
neo-liberal market deregulation and “reforms” in the countries of the South. The 
efforts of Switzerland, as part of the WTO and in collaboration with three further 
countries in which the world’s largest pharmaceutical companies are based, to 
largely prevent India and other manufacturers of generic drugs from exporting af-
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REPORT

fordable medicines for treating epidemic diseases such as AIDS, were the greatest 
sin committed by the external trade policy in the last 20 years. In this instance, 
patent protection for Novartis, Roche and other pharmaceutical enterprises was 
put above the human right to health of many millions of people with illnesses in 
the countries concerned.

 Proactive efforts to investigate and enforce criminal penalties for serious hu-
man rights violations with links to Switzerland – regardless of where these crimes 
were committed and by whom – are another element of a coherent peace policy. 
It is therefore encouraging that the courts in Geneva accepted the allegations of 
torture and multiple homicides made against the former chief of the Guatamalan 
national police, Erwin Sperisen, who had fled to Switzerland after committing 
these crimes, and sentenced him to life in prison. However, the Swiss judiciary has 
hitherto thwarted attempts to investigate and punish alleged abuses of human 
rights by Swiss companies abroad. The most recent example was when the can-
tonal courts of Vaud and Zug and the Federal Supreme Court rejected the opening 
of preliminary proceedings against the Nestlé Group in the case of the murder 
of the Colombian trade unionist Luciano Romero, citing grounds and employing 
delaying tactics that verged on perverting the course of justice. Due to this ques-
tionable judicial practice, Switzerland now has to answer to the European Court of 
Human Rights.

 Resolving these contradictions and establishing a coherent peace policy will 
only be possible if all the actors mentioned above explicitly comply with the letter 
and the spirit of the standards and obligations relating to human rights and in-
ternational law endorsed by Switzerland. This would also include amending some 
intergovernmental agreements (such as the WTO agreements on the protection 
of intellectual property) that contradict these standards. Ultimately, this will only 
be successful if the NGOs campaigning for peace, environmental protection and 
justice keep up their relentless pressure and crank it up even further.

Swiss Peacebuilding Architecture: 
the Role of Small NGOs

Reflecting on the international environment since the fall of the Berlin Wall and 
since the beginning of what is commonly called globalisation, one thing becomes 
quite clear – the world has developed into a highly complex and interdependent 
place. In this regard, the role of small NGOs such as Eirene Suisse might seem 
laughable.

 However, small membership-based NGOs are key actors for peacebuilding 
architecture due to their roots in Swiss civil society and their deep understanding 
of local actors and fields. As discreet cogs in the machine, they gather and pass 
on key information relevant to their peacebuilding activities, to defending human 
rights and to human security. The activities and approaches adopted by small 
NGOs can only strengthen and improve Swiss efforts in their entirety.

 It is important that these activities be taken into account and that small NGOs 
take part in the debate. Platforms such as the ones offered by the Centre for 
Peacebuilding (KOFF) facilitate the exchange between authorities, academia as 
well as small and large development and peacebuilding organisations in Switzer-
land. They must be supported so that peacebuilding efforts are coherent and re-
spond as well as possible to the requirements in the fields where Swiss initiatives 
are active. 

mailto:bfl%40eirenesuisse.ch?subject=
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 Cooperation and dialogue between the different Swiss actors are a necessary 
and indispensable part of sound peacebuilding architecture in Switzerland. We all 
have a role to play and a space to occupy. Moreover, we all potentially depend on 
one another. As a matter of fact, our ability to act will increase if we can draw on 
the knowledge, network and experience of those around us. Viewed this way, the 
Swiss peacebuilding architecture will strengthen its base and legitimacy. 

From Neutrality to Global Peace Policy

There is no doubt that good service, development cooperation and – since the end 
of the Cold War – civilian peacebuilding are vital cornerstones of Swiss foreign 
policy. However, Switzerland’s involvement in UN peace missions still provokes 
controversy.

 Although Switzerland began engaging in the UN’s peacekeeping activities at a 
relatively early stage – it has been active in Korea since 1953 and in Cyprus since 
1964, for example – this has not lead to a coherent strategy for participating in 
the collective security system. After the country’s failed attempt to join the UN in 
1986, the proposed “blue helmet” scheme also ran aground in 1994. The end of the 
Cold War finally paved the way for Switzerland to become a UN member in 2002. 
A year earlier, a move to allow military personnel to bear arms for self-defence in 
UN peacekeeping missions had scraped through the approval process. Yet while 
Switzerland’s involvement in UN peace operations may have increased in numeri-
cal terms, it has not played a significant role in either the admissions process or 
the development of security policy since the 1990s.

 The Swiss Peace Council was set up in 1945 with the primary objective of se-
curing immediate UN membership. In 2000, it used the consultations on joining the 
UN as an opportunity to develop its “Prospects for opening Switzerland up to the 
global community with regard to peace policy”. It called for Switzerland to join the 
UN without further ado, to favour collective security over neutrality, play an active 
role in UN reform, bring momentum to disarmament negotiations, place greater 
emphasis on civilian peacebuilding, consistently enforce human rights and seek to 
create a viable living environment for future generations. These demands were pub-
lished in a brochure entitled “Abschied vom Inseldasein” (Farewell to insularity). Even 
now, 15 years later, most of these requirements are still relevant and in some cases 
more urgent than ever. Switzerland is therefore hardly any closer to achieving these 
goals than it was one and a half decades ago.

Campaigning for Stronger 
Civilian Peacebuilding

Group for a Switzerland 
without an Army (GSoA) 
Thomas Leibundgut

When it comes to Swiss peacebuilding, a line is often drawn between civilian and 
military peacebuilding. The former is organised primarily by the Federal Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) and put into practice by civilian personnel, while 
the latter comes under the remit of the Federal Department of Defence, Civil 
Protection and Sport (DDPS) and is implemented by the army. These differences in 
organisation are also reflected in the mandate and the actual activities involved.

mailto:ruedi.tobler%40friedensrat.ch?subject=
http://www.friedensrat.ch/friedensrat/
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 Military peacebuilding in Switzerland sees itself as an “extended arm of the 
UN Security Council”. Its purpose is to restore order in conflict zones and ensure 
a certain degree of stability through military means. Examples include guarding 
refugee camps, protecting the wounded, safeguarding humanitarian aid supplies or 
transporting people and goods. There are often calls for the military arm of Swiss 
peacebuilding to be strengthened. In 2009, for instance, the Federal Council was 
keen for Switzerland to get involved in the EU-led offensive “Operation Atalanta” 
as part of its military peacebuilding activities and send its army to the Horn of 
Africa. The Group for a Switzerland without an Army (GSoA) managed to prevent 
Switzerland’s participation in this mission by providing information and lobbying 
hard in Parliament. Now, in light of the refugee crisis in the Mediterranean, there 
are renewed demands for Switzerland to lend military support to help ward off 
refugees and run camps in North Africa. 

 The GSoA is continuously working to bolster Switzerland’s civilian peacebuilding 
capacity. Switzerland will only be credible as a voice on peace policy issues if it 
concentrates on peace programmes, providing advice on transition processes 
or good offices. The GSoA advocates civil conflict resolution and prevention, as 
strong civilian peacebuilding can lay the foundations for tackling social and eco-
nomic problems in an effective way.

Link

GSoA

The Role of Citizens’ Initiatives in the 
Swiss Peacebuilding Architecture

Switzerland’s long tradition and strong reputation in peacebuilding is built on a 
wide range of peace-related activities going on within its own borders. The con-
cept of an internationally effective, secure and sustainable architecture of peace 
depends on a variety of actors, from citizens’ initiatives through to institutions of 
global renown, pulling together in their various different roles. This is the only way 
to create and maintain a synthesis of peacekeeping efforts from the grassroots 
level up.

 A Swiss-based organisation is capable of making an impact at either national 
or international level, as demonstrated by the example of the Lucerne Initiative 
for Peace and Security (LIPS). LIPS focuses on Swiss civil society and advocates 
the establishment of a peace constituency to tackle issues relating to peace. Even 
for a small, community-based organisation like this, it is possible to unite people 
through topics concerning peace and security on all kinds of different levels. The 
efforts of civic organisations foster content-related dialogue as well as the forma-
tion of new networks within a peace alliance.

 Switzerland plays an important role as a counter-ideal for many war and crisis 
contexts, mainly because of its linguistic diversity, deep-rooted democratic 
structures and relatively high level of acceptance for a large range of political 
orientations. The exemplary conduct and communication of various Swiss groups 
also serve as role models. Citizens’ initiatives like LIPS deal with issues, such as 
violence, which have the potential to divide social communities. They bring people 
together in the interests of conflict transformation and thus help to pave the way 
for a civil society-based peace constituency focusing on these issues.

mailto:bernhard.wigger%40gmx.ch?subject=
http://www.lips-org.ch/
http://www.lips-org.ch/
http://www.gsoa.ch/home/
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Building Peace in Switzerland

Because of its history and of its skills, Switzerland has greater responsibility in 
the peacebuilding process. The development of a comprehensive vision of peace 
begins with the establishment of peace as a universal value, by the constitutional 
recognition of the importance of peace and by building a relationship between 
peace and human rights. 

 It is then necessary to provide education for peace, starting at an early age and 
then at all levels of education. If it has excellent specialised institutes, Switzer-
land still lacks basic training in peace, negotiation and conflict management and 
violence, both at school level and at first university level.

 Finally, a consistent peace architecture nationwide need to establish adequate 
mechanisms to prevent, manage and resolve conflicts without aggravating them 
and to statistically demonstrate their decline. All these measures form “infra-
structures for peace.” They already are present in some southern countries, while 
they are still partly to formalise in Switzerland.

Calling for Swiss Civil Society to Play 
a More Active Role in Peacebuilding

Helvetas Swiss  
Intercooperation 
Esther Marthaler

 
Link

Helvetas Swiss 
Intercooperation

Our world is becoming an increasingly precarious place. According to the 2014 
Global Peace Index (GPI) Report, there are currently 500 million people living in in-
secure and unstable countries, 200 million of them below the poverty line. The GPI 
estimates that the impact of violence on the world’s economy amounts to 11.3% of 
global gross domestic product (GDP), or double the GDP of Africa.

 Last year, Helvetas Swiss Intercooperation provided more than half a million 
Swiss francs in funding for peacebuilding projects in crisis regions. In 2015, that 
budget will increase even further, surpassing the million mark. Yet given the cur-
rent challenges facing Switzerland’s partner countries, this still seems like quite a 
small contribution. For Swiss NGOs, however, resources for peacebuilding are thin 
on the ground and in some cases have to be obtained from abroad.

 In the past few years, Swiss civil society – and development organisations in 
particular – has significantly expanded its peacebuilding capacity and engaged in 
intensive discussions on the topic of peace. Nevertheless, more money is needed 
if it is to strengthen its role in international peacebuilding. This would enable 
Swiss NGOs to apply their expertise in preventing violence and conflict in a much 
more appropriate way, which would ultimately help to raise awareness of the issue 
of peacebuilding and firmly embed it in the Swiss public sphere.

Peace Takes the Stage in Geneva

Geneva, Switzerland, has been viewed by the world as tolerant, neutral, and 
peaceful for centuries. Over 35 members of the United Nations family, more than 
250 NGOs, research and academic institutions and a variety of private sector 
actors are collectively known as International Geneva. It is a global hub where 

Interpeace 
Annabell Merklin

mailto:cb%40apred.ch?subject=
http://www.demilitarisation.org/spip.php?rubrique24&lang=fr
http://www.demilitarisation.org/spip.php?rubrique24&lang=fr
http://www.demilitarisation.org/spip.php?rubrique10&lang=fr
http://www.demilitarisation.org/IMG/pdf/panneau.conf._les_sciences_de_la_paix.eng.pdf
http://www.i4pinternational.org
mailto:esther.marthaler%40helvetas.org?subject=
http://www.helvetas.org/
http://www.helvetas.org/
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swisspeace 
Laurent Goetschel 
Director

 
Link

swisspeace

The Need for a Real “Peace Lobby”

As a cause and a policy area, peacebuilding attracts a great deal of public sup-
port. Although the current global political situation raises questions about the 
ability of peace policy to make an impact, large swathes of society are still calling 
for greater efforts to be made to prevent violent conflicts and strengthen peace 
processes. Yet these calls are not always answered, and some decision-makers – 
especially in times of budgetary constraints – are not deterred by inconsistencies. 
After all, the concept of peace is subject to different interpretations and the ques-
tion of how best to achieve it is equally controversial. There is also no real “peace 
lobby”: if a Swiss mission abroad is threatened with closure or if stricter regula-
tions are to be imposed on the export of arms, well-established groups mobilise 
themselves to take action.

 As for development cooperation, there is an influential extra-parliamentary 
commission as well as numerous relief organisations and NGOs that success-
fully promote this cause – something which is now more important than ever. By 
contrast, peacebuilding does not have this kind of support base. This may be due 
to the fact that fewer organisations, with less in the way of financial resources, 
operate in this area. Consequently, there are fewer actors who are involved in imple-
menting peace policy and have a specific interest in supporting it. However, another 
contributory factor is the target groups: it is hard to imagine conflicting parties 
showing an active commitment to strengthening the peace policy of third coun-
tries. Yet they are the ones who would potentially reap the benefits of it. Peace-
building is therefore starved of any natural support – it must rely on the political 
will of the states and civil society organisations that advocate it. And this kind of 
will can only exist if the states and organisations concerned acknowledge peace-
building as part of their own interests. swisspeace is committed to playing its part 
here. To do this, it relies on the support of its “elders” in the field of development 
cooperation.

the unique combination of stakeholders fosters a new network on crosscutting 
themes such as peacebuilding. Unparalleled synergies emerge as a result of the 
platforms in International Geneva, creating new spaces for policy innovation 
within peacebuilding.

 Since 2013, Geneva has been the home of the Geneva Peace Talks. Now in their 
third year, ‘It’s Time for Peace!’ will be the theme for the Geneva Peace Talks 2015. 
The Geneva Peace Talks 2015 will be held on 18 September at the Palais des Nations 
in Geneva and are open to the public.

 In light of daily news headlines about war and violent conflict, this year’s 
Geneva Peace Talks will highlight the urgency to support peace efforts around the 
world. The Geneva Peace Talks will look back on past peace efforts, learn more 
about ongoing initiatives and draw conclusions for the future of peacebuilding. 
Speakers come from a variety of backgrounds such as science, art, business, and 
many more. They will share their personal stories of peace and how they are build-
ing peace in different ways.

 The purpose of the Geneva Peace Talks is to not only make the concept of 
peacebuilding more accessible to the wider world population through live-stream 
and videos on the website, but also to engage people in the complex processes 
that peacebuilding entails. The emphasis is on the individual responsibility we all 
have for building a more peaceful world.

 The Geneva Peace Talks are a public event organised on the occasion of the 
International Day of Peace in a partnership between the United Nations Office at 
Geneva, Interpeace and the Geneva Peacebuilding Platform.

Further contacts: 
Political Affairs and Partner-
ships Section at the UN Office 
at Geneva

Geneva Peacebuilding 
Platform 

 
Link

Geneva Peace Talks
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Promoting Gender-Oriented 
Peace Policy in Switzerland

On 28 April, the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF) – 
the oldest international women’s peace organisation in the world – celebrated 
its centenary. In the banqueting hall of the World Forum convention centre in The 
Hague, there was a general consensus that peace can only be achieved through 
sweeping social change, and that gender relations also need to undergo a funda-
mental transformation.

 This requires a strong civil society. Women’s organisations have achieved a 
lot, but time, space and money are still too scarce. There is not enough scope for 
dialogue or to gather stories, experiences and ideas on social developments from 
everyday life, even though peacebuilding relies on the essential resources provided 
by this very diversity of perspective and voices as a counterpoint to the normative 
framework.

 What does this actually mean for the Swiss peacebuilding architecture?  
Although Switzerland has drawn up a National Action Plan (NAP) for implementing the 
UN Security Council’s Resolution 1325, today’s understanding of security, which is 
driven by the war economy, no longer offers women much in the way of protection. 
On the contrary, current conflicts are characterised by gender-specific violence. 
Women in transition countries – such as those in south-eastern Europe – are 
experiencing new forms of violence and marginalisation, while the media are also 
complicit in confining women to the role of victim and diverting attention from 
structural violence.

 With the Swiss NAP due to be evaluated next year, it is now up to civil society 
to bring these contradictions into the public spotlight. Boosted by the diversity of 
its members and its position at the interface between everyday reality and norma-
tive frameworks, KOFF aims to help create scope for sharing local experiences and 
thus enable this small but wide-ranging supply of knowledge to be fed back into 
national peace policy. This would make it possible to critically examine the con-
cept of security from the perspective of women’s rights and highlight approaches 
for building a gender-oriented peace architecture.

Peacebuilding: the Need for Rapid 
Responses and Sustainable Solutions

HSD 
Damiano Sguaitamatti

 
Links

FDFA foreign policy: Peace

FDFA. For Peace, Human 
Rights and Security: Switzer-
land’s Commitment to the 
World. 2012

António Guterres, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, recently spoke of a 
“chaotic world” in which crises could arise anywhere and at any moment. At the 
opposite end of the spectrum, Håvard Hegre, a professor from the prestigious 
Department of Peace and Conflict Research at Uppsala University, predicts that 
the decline in armed conflicts – a noticeable trend since the 1990s – will continue. 
It is now widely recognised that the fragility of a state can help to cause or reignite 
armed conflicts, as shown by the long, drawn-out struggles in central Africa. Yet 
the road from a fragile state structure to an inclusive and stable democracy is 
also littered with considerable risks. In Egypt and Thailand, the democratic rule 
of law has been dismantled in the name of “stability”, while the peace process in 
Myanmar has led to a resurgence of violence amongst ethnic groups, despite the 
tremendous progress that has been made. This is a dilemma for which there is no 
quick or straightforward solution.
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 To tackle these challenges, Switzerland has been expanding its civilian peace-
building capacity within the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) since 
2000. One of the key features of its commitment to peace is the creation of scope 
in which dialogue and inclusive political processes can develop and prove them-
selves as alternative, non-violent methods of conflict resolution. As a centre of 
expertise in peacebuilding, The Human Security Division (HSD) specialises in the 
short- and medium-term transformation of violent conflicts.

 Rapid support of mediation efforts can be just as crucial in encouraging people 
to engage in dialogue as the promotion of confidence-building measures in peace 
processes, which can sometimes go on for more than a decade. Today, twelve 
years on from the start of the HSD’s activities in Sri Lanka, the relentless efforts 
to maintain a dialogue between the Sri Lankan government and Tamils both at 
home and abroad are just beginning to bear fruit. Running in parallel with this 
engagement is the peacebuilding work of the SDC, which is geared towards a 
longer-term horizon (see box).

 For peace to be established, creative approaches need to be found and risks 
have to be taken. Setbacks are part and parcel of this process. Nevertheless, a 
great deal has been achieved since professional peacebuilding capacities were 
built up in the aftermath of the Cold War. There are now significantly fewer people 
suffering from the hardships of war than there were even as recently as 1990, and 
these days armed conflicts are resolved more often through negotiations than 
through military action. It is in Switzerland’s interests to establish stability, justice 
and long-term peace. After all, as a medium-sized country with a highly globalised 
economy, our well-being depends heavily on the welfare of other nations.

SDC: Working in fragile states

SDC. Peacebuilding and 
Statebuilding Strategy for 
SDC’s work in fragile and con-
flict contexts. 2015

The SDC Peacebuilding and Statebuilding Strategy

To combat poverty and marginalisation, the SDC is engaging in fragile and conflict-
ridden contexts, in which the proportion of impoverished people is continually 
growing, through development programmes focusing on areas such as (vocational) 
training, infrastructure and political dialogue as well as humanitarian programmes 
related amongst other, to protection of civilians. The aim is to pave the way for 
long-term peacebuilding and inclusive statebuilding. This goal, which each individ-
ual project must work toward, will preventively decrease the prospects of violent 
conflicts and reduce fragility. The SDC is working on three key areas: the causes 
of violent conflicts and fragility, bolstering the resistance of the state and society 
to crises, and improving the situation in terms of human rights. This work is being 
carried out in line with the international objectives of the “New Deal for Engage-
ment in Fragile States” and the future post-2015 Sustainable Development Goal 
number 16 on promoting “Peaceful and Inclusive Societies”.

 This requires the Swiss programmes, through conflict and context analyses, 
to take action based on strategic objectives relating to transforming contexts, the 
use of scenario planning, risk management and working in association with other 
Swiss actors as well as other donors and the governments and civil societies of 
partner countries. Conflict-sensitive programme management (CSPM) is crucial to 
this. The new SDC Peacebuilding and Statebuilding Strategy sets out five priority 
areas: 1) inclusive development, peacebuilding and statebuilding, 2) human rights 
and access to justice (and the protection of civilians in armed conflict situations), 
3) gender, conflict and fragility, 4) people’s security (including security sector 
reform and psychosocial projects), and 5) conflicts related to natural resources 
(land, water and climate change).

https://www.eda.admin.ch/deza/en/home/themen/fragile-kontexte-und-praevention/arbeit_der_deza_infragilenkontexten.html
https://www.eda.admin.ch/content/dam/deza/de/documents/Publikationen/Diverses/20150427-leitlinien-friedensentwicklung.pdf
https://www.eda.admin.ch/content/dam/deza/de/documents/Publikationen/Diverses/20150427-leitlinien-friedensentwicklung.pdf
https://www.eda.admin.ch/content/dam/deza/de/documents/Publikationen/Diverses/20150427-leitlinien-friedensentwicklung.pdf
https://www.eda.admin.ch/content/dam/deza/de/documents/Publikationen/Diverses/20150427-leitlinien-friedensentwicklung.pdf


swisspeace 
Franziska Sigrist

 
Link

swisspeace Academy 
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Conflict Prevention & 
Early Warning Course 2015

Ever since United Nations Secretary General Boutros Boutros-Ghali issued his 
Agenda for Peace in 1992, the prevention of violent conflict and the early detection 
of tensions have been a core topic in the international peacebuilding discourse. 
The 1994 Rwanda genocide, in particular, gave prevention efforts a boost, as it 
once more revealed the need to develop robust conflict prevention schemes.  
Although the international community acknowledges its moral obligation to 
prevent violent conflicts and the cost-benefit perspective shows that investing in 
prevention makes much more sense than providing cure in the aftermath of war, 
conflict prevention still remains in its infancy. This course explores and critically 
discusses the theoretical reflections on the understanding of conflict prevention, 
the current implementation efforts as well as possible avenues to enhance  
conflict prevention and early warning.

 This 3-day on-site course will take place from 25-27 November 2015 at the 
swisspeace Academy in Basel, Switzerland. It can be taken as one module of the 
Certificate, Diploma and Master of Advanced Studies in Civilian Peacebuilding 
programmes offered by swisspeace and the University of Basel. Registrations 
close on 30 September 2015.

NEWS

News from the international 
peacebuilding scene and 
KOFF partner organisations

Berghof Foundation

CDA Collaborative 
Learning Projects

Conciliation 
Resources

EIP

EPLO

forumZFD

FriEnt

Geneva Peacebuilding 
Platform

GIZ

GPPAC

International Alert

Plattform Zivile 
Konfliktbearbeitung

International Partner Organisations

International Alert

Climate change is one of the greatest threats to global security in the 21st century 
and should be a central foreign policy priority on the agendas of global leaders. 
This is one of the conclusions reached in “A New Climate for Peace: Taking Action 
on Climate and Fragility Risks”, an independent report commissioned by members 
of the G7 and presented at the G7 foreign ministers’ meeting in Berlin on 15 April. 
The foreign ministers agreed on the importance of integrating considerations on 
fragility caused by climate change into foreign policy. Moreover, they have decided 
to set up a working group in order to assess the recommendations made by the 
report, which was co-conducted by International Alert. The full report is yet to be 
published, but its executive summary is already available online.

GPPAC

On 4 May 2015, Global partnership for the prevention of armed conflict (GPPAC) 
organised a side-event to the High-Level Thematic Debate on Strengthening  
Cooperation between the United Nations and Regional Organisations. Entitled 
“The Role of Regional Organizations and Civil Society in Building Peaceful Societies 
and Local Ownership in Support of Implementing the Post-2015 Development Agenda”, 
this event sought 1) to share lessons learned on what constitutes a meaningful 
contribution and participation of civil society organisations in promoting a common 
understanding and effective coordination at the level of regional organisations, 
across a range of issues including conflict prevention and mediation. 2) To share 
concrete recommendations on measures for the building of strategic partner-
ships between the UN, regional sub-regional organisations and civil society. 3) To 
highlight existing forms of consultation and collaboration that foster cooperation 
and experience-sharing amongst regional and sub-regional organisations with civil 
society organisations. And 4) to present policy recommendations to strengthen 
the global peacebuilding architecture. The meeting was webcasted live and can be 
rewatched here. 

mailto:academy%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/
http://www.berghof-foundation.org/en/
http://www.cdacollaborative.org
http://www.cdacollaborative.org
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.eip.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.forumzfd.de/en/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.gpplatform.ch/
http://www.gpplatform.ch/
http://www.giz.de/en/html/index.html
http://www.gppac.net/
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.newclimateforpeace.org/
http://www.newclimateforpeace.org/
http://www.newclimateforpeace.org/#report-top
http://bit.ly/1G6Fncs
http://bit.ly/1G6Fncs
http://bit.ly/1EcU1tp


Link

CDA. From Little to Large: 
When Does Peacebuilding Add 
Up? Journal of Peacebuilding 
and Development, Volume 10, 
Issue 1, 2015
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PUBLICATIONS

From Little to Large

Contemporary peacebuilding theory recognises the importance of working at vari-
ous social levels. The expansion of support schemes at local level has raised the 
question of how effective these are: how and when can such small-scale interven-
tions help to stimulate positive change across the whole of society? This question 
is addressed by the organisation CDA in its recently published article in the Journal 
of Peacebuilding and Development. Based on a total of 42 case studies as well as 
40 consultations and feedback processes, the article identifies and summarises 
some key considerations. The results indicate that, even if they are successful, 
local peacebuilding initiatives do not always have an effect on social development.

Links

swisspeace Annual Report – 
Peace makes a difference

2014 Annual Report – KOFF 
is gaining momentum

Looking Back: the 2014 Annual 
Reports for swisspeace and KOFF

The swisspeace Annual Report highlights the various ways in which the Swiss 
Peace Foundation has been active during the past year. Individual mandates, such 
as swisspeace’s activities in connection with Switzerland’s Chairmanship of the 
OSCE, are also presented in more detail. In addition, the report examines other local 
and regional projects as well as the peacebuilding organisation’s intensive research 
commitments. Meanwhile, the objectives of the Centre for Peacebuilding (KOFF) 
in 2014 were to demonstrate, develop and document the diversity of its member 
organisations, to draw on the wealth of experience offered by its civil society 
members in the fields of peace, human rights and development cooperation, and 
to create scope for discussion and reflection. KOFF’s 2014 Annual Report provides 
an overview of the activities undertaken to achieve these goals in 2014, including 
the expert retreat on conflict sensitivity, the discussion on the Swiss peacebuilding 
architecture and the Ukraine roundtables.

Link

Sara Hellmüller, Julia Palmi-
ano Federer, Mathias Zeller. 
The Role of Norms in Interna-
tional Peace Mediation. April 
2015

Norms in International Peace Mediation

This report, which is written by swisspeace’s mediation team in collaboration 
with the Norwegian Peacebuilding Resource Centre (NOREF), analyses the role of 
norms in international mediation processes and is intended to serve as a guide for 
mediators. Based on interviews with 22 mediators, the report focuses on three key 
questions, exploring the connection between normative frameworks and mediation 
processes, examining the often implicit prioritisation of norms, and analysing the 
way in which norms influence mediation processes and how this is dealt with.

http://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/hhPf2BDtY3S5i5G79wdH/full
http://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/hhPf2BDtY3S5i5G79wdH/full
http://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/hhPf2BDtY3S5i5G79wdH/full
http://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/hhPf2BDtY3S5i5G79wdH/full
http://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/hhPf2BDtY3S5i5G79wdH/full
http://www.swisspeace.ch/aboutus/annual-reports.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/aboutus/annual-reports.html
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/koff/Publications/Annual_report/KOFF_JaBe_2014_en.pdf
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/koff/Publications/Annual_report/KOFF_JaBe_2014_en.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/The_Role_of_Norms_in_International_Peace_Mediation.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/The_Role_of_Norms_in_International_Peace_Mediation.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/The_Role_of_Norms_in_International_Peace_Mediation.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/The_Role_of_Norms_in_International_Peace_Mediation.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/The_Role_of_Norms_in_International_Peace_Mediation.pdf
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WEB TIP

Greater Cooperation 
Within the OSCE Region

Link

OSCE Network

The OSCE Network of Think Tanks and Academic Institutions was established in 
2013 by various research organisations from the OSCE’s participating states. It is 
an informal association, which is not controlled by the OSCE and does not repre-
sent its point of view but focuses on the core topics covered by the Organisation 
– issues relating to politico-military and economic cooperation and protecting the 
environment. More than 40 institutions, including swisspeace, are involved in this 
network. Its website contains the reports it has published so far, which are avail-
able to download, and an overview of ongoing research activities.

CALENDAR

Upcoming Events

On 1 June, Alliance Sud is hosting German journalist Andreas Zumach on the  
occasion of the release of his book “Globales Chaos, machtlose UNO – Ist die  
Weltorganistion überflüssig geworden?” (Global chaos, powerless UN – has the 
world organisation become superfluous?). The book presentation will be followed 
by a discussion attended by the author. Further information and registration. 

KOFF, together with TERRE DES FEMMES Switzerland, is hosting a roundtable on 
“Peacebuilding from Beijing to now – A Woman Leader’s Perspective” on 4 June. 
Philippine peace and gender equality activist Irene M. Santiago will take part in 
the event, which is a part of the annual VOIX DES FEMMES event series organised 
by TERRE DES FEMMES. Further information and registration.

This year’s Annual Meeting of KOFF Member Organisations will take place on 
9 June from 14:15 to 17:15 in the kulturpunkt in the PROGR in Bern. The statutory 
part of the meeting will be dedicated to presenting KOFF’s new strategy, while the 
thematic part will revolve around Swiss peacebuilding architecture. The afternoon 
will be concluded with an aperitif. Further information and registration.

In the 3-day practice-oriented KOFF training on Connecting Human Rights & Conflict 
Transformation which takes place in Bern from 10-12 June 2015, Michelle  
Parlevliet addresses benefits and challenges of linking the two approaches.  
Further information and registration.

swisspeace’s summer school on “Syria - Lessons for Peace & Conflict Studies” 
examines what peace and conflict studies can contribute to understanding the 
complex conflict dynamics in Syria and which lessons can be drawn from this case 
to advance the academic field. Further information and registration.

swisspeace is offering its Certificate of Advanced Studies Course in Civilian 
Peacebuilding in its fourth consecutive year. Designed for practitioners with an 
academic background, this course consisting of 21 days spread over one year 
provides a holistic understanding of civilian peacebuilding, reflects critically on 
peacebuilding practices and draws on current insights from research. Further 
information and registration by 30 June 2015.

1 June 2015

4 June 2015

9 June 2015

10 - 12 June 2015

29 June - 5 July 2015

Until 30 June 2015

http://osce-network.net/
http://alliancesud.ch/en?set_language=en&cl=en
mailto:dokumentation%40alliancesud.ch?subject=
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/koff/Documents/Invitation_KOFF_Roundtable.pdf
mailto:anna.kadar%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/koff/Documents/KOFF_assemblee_annuelle_2015.pdf
mailto:anna.kadar%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/what-we-offer/training-series/
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/powermail-formular/koff-trainings-1415/koff-training-series/
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/courses/summer-school/aim-target-audience/
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/courses/summer-school/application-fees/
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/postgraduate-courses/cas-annual-course/aim-target-audience/
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/postgraduate-courses/cas-annual-course/aim-target-audience/
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/courses/civilian-peacebuilding/application-fees/
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Caux - Initiatives of Change
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Fondation Hirondelle 
Geneva Call 
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Interpeace 
Lucerne Initiative for Peace  
and Security (LIPS)
Medico International  
Switzerland
mission 21 
MIR-Switzerland 
miva Suisse - transporte l’aide 
Palmyrah 
Peace Brigades International 
Peace Watch Switzerland 
PeaceWomen Across the Globe
Pestalozzi Children’s  
Foundation 
Quaker United Nations Office 
Schweizerischer Katholischer 
Frauenbund

SCI Switzerland  
Society for Threatened Peoples 
Switzerland
Solidar Switzerland
SOS Children’s Villages
Swiss Academy for  
Development
Swissaid 
Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund 
Swiss Peace Council 
Swiss Red Cross 
Swiss Refugee Council 
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TRIAL 
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For the second year running, Caux-Initiatives of Change and the Institute for Con-
flict Transformation and Peacebuilding (ICP) have co-organised the International 
Peacebuilders’ Forum, which will take place from 16 to 19 July in Caux (Switzer-
land). The forum this year focuses on “Non-violent conflict transformation: dignity, 
inclusion and participation” and gives participants the opportunity to discuss and 
exchange ideas while creating networks and synergies. Further information and 
contact details.

CDA is accepting applications for their Reflecting on Peace Practice (RPP) II inten-
sive 5-day course to take place in Barcelona, Spain between 19-23 October 2015. 
The focus of the course, hosted by the Barcelona International Peace Resource 
Center, is systems approaches to conflict analysis and peacebuilding strategy. 
This includes practicing conflict analysis from a systems perspective, identifying 
points of leverage to create change in a conflict system, as well as designing theo-
ries of change and programmatic strategies for intervention. Further information 
and registration by 10 August 2015

swisspeace’s 5-day Business, Conflict & Peace Course explores the role of multi-
stakeholder initiatives and policies in business, conflict & peace and critically 
discusses practical insights on state, company and civil society engagement in 
this field. Further information and registration by 31 August 2015.

On the KOFF website you can find more information about upcoming roundtables 
and events organised by KOFF.

16 - 19 July 2015

19 - 23 October 2015

2 - 6 November 2015

mailto:marie.seidel%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
mailto:lorenz.haeberli%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
mailto:liliana.rossier%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
mailto:info%40furrer-uebersetzungen.ch?subject=
mailto:info%40ugz.ch?subject=
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/what-we-offer/newsletter/
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/
http://www.alliancesud.ch/en
http://www.demilitarisation.org/?lang=en
http://www.artasfoundation.ch/en
http://www.bahai.ch/contact/?lang=en
http://www.bruecke-lepont.ch/index.php?L=2
https://www.caritas.ch/en/home/
http://www.caux.iofc.org/en/home
http://cfd-ch.org/e/index.php
http://www.dcaf.ch/
http://www.eirenesuisse.ch/
http://www.hirondelle.org/?lang=en
http://www.genevacall.org/
http://www.graines-de-paix.org/en/graines_de_paix
http://www.greencross.ch/en/home.html
http://www.gsoa.ch/english/
http://www.helvetas.org/
http://www.helvetas.org/
https://www.heks.ch/en/
http://www.iamaneh.ch/en?set_language=en
http://www.iicp.ch/
http://www.iicp.ch/
http://www.interpeace.org/
http://www.lips-org.ch/
http://www.lips-org.ch/
http://medicointernational.ch/
http://medicointernational.ch/
http://www.mission-21.org/en/index/
http://ifor-mir.ch/fr/
http://www.miva.ch/en/portrait.html
http://www.refbejuso.ch/inhalte/oekumene-mission-entwicklung/sri-lanka.html
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/fr/pbi-suisse/
http://www.peacewatch.ch/Peace-Watch-Switzerland.2.0.html?&L=2
http://www.1000peacewomen.org/en/
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/en/home/
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/en/home/
http://www.quno.org/
http://www.frauenbund.ch/
http://www.frauenbund.ch/
http://www.scich.org/fr/
http://www.gfbv.ch/fr/
http://www.gfbv.ch/fr/
http://www.solidar.ch/en/
http://www.sosvillagesdenfants.ch/
http://www.sad.ch/en/
http://www.sad.ch/en/
http://www.swissaid.ch/en/
http://www.fastenopfer.ch/sites/home/index.html?lang2=en
http://www.friedensrat.ch/friedensrat/
https://www.redcross.ch/fr
http://www.fluechtlingshilfe.ch/about-us?set_language=en
http://www.terre-des-femmes.ch/en/
http://www.terredeshommesschweiz.ch/en/
http://www.trial-ch.org/en/home.html
http://www.frauenfuerdenfrieden.ch/
http://www.worldvision.ch/
http://www.iicp.ch/content/international-peace-builders-forum
mailto:ipf%40institute-icp.ch%0D?subject=
http://cdacollaborative.org/services/training/upcoming-training/training-details/?Id=3474
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