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FOCUS

New Technologies and Conflict Prevention

A few weeks ago, billionaire entrepreneur Elon Musk announced that his company 
SpaceX was developing micro-satellites to bring low cost internet to the entire 
world. Whether or not his venture succeeds in its lofty goals, the rapid pace of 
technological growth will not stop. By 2020, according to the Chairman of Google 
Eric Schmidt, the entire world will be online. There is a huge wealth of information 
that is being shared online which can be used to monitor the risks of conflict. 
Grievances can be extrapolated from posts on social media platforms and we can 
find even more granular reports of events as local media moves online.

 The problem – we are experiencing an information overload already, how do 
we find and track the events that matter, how can we best use this new resource 
to help forecast trends in the escalation and de-escalation of conflict? The latest 
generation of computer algorithms can be used to filter and monitor grievances 
such as hate speech, and more accurately than ever detect relevant events as they 
occur in real-time and pinpoint their location. By combining this short-term dynamic 
data with more traditional indicators of conflict, such as infant mortality and un-
employment, we can build a real-time conflict early warning system that has the 
advantages of both the structural and events-driven models. Further by expanding 
the event ontology of conflict events to capture events earlier in the conflict cycle, 
such as accusations of corruption, extortion, and demands for policy change, as 
well as other related risk events, such as health outbreaks, natural disasters, and 
economic events, we are able to capture a wider snapshot of the risk horizon. Such 
a methodology requires careful consideration about the short term grievances and 
events which should be monitored, but this can be completely customised with 
our technology. Typically we will work closely with a client to define their own risk 
landscape developing a unique event ontology and set of indicators. This allows us 
to build a customised early warning system that matches their specific needs. 

 In a recent project we have been looking at Ukraine, and developing an early 
warning and monitoring methodology to address a conflict of this nature. Looking only 
at the structural indicators from Ukraine, one would not see a large risk to conflict 
at all, we had it ranked 93rd, just after Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, and Sri Lanka. Our 
real-time events stream though picked up the first pro-EU protests in November 
2013 and then subsequent police brutality, which only further fuelled the protest-
ers grievances. This is a very common pattern in conflict escalation. As the events 
unfolded they spread to the East where they become pro-Russian. After the over-
throw of the yanukovych regime, we picked up further escalations of violence in 
the East, with buildings being seized and arson attacks. The increasing escalation 
of these events suggested that this conflict was continuing to heat up rather than 
cool down. Another piece of evidence for this was the divergence between the two 
narratives coming from the media. For a long time this has been a propaganda war, 
where both sides tried to influence the outcome with reports that swayed the local 
population to their side. Events were being reported differently in Russian media 
and Western media and such divergence can be used as an early warning indicator. 

 By using this hybrid methodology we can visualise the risk of conflict in real-
time using a heatmap. This methodology provides a high level overview highlighting 
potential hotspots for conflict as early as possible in the cycle. Further sentiment 
analysis on the discussion around these events gives more information as to the 
positive or negative reaction. We also identify the actors involved, allowing us to 
give more weight to known minorities and militant groups. Beyond this, the plat-
form is an investigatory tool which allows practitioners to drill down into the data 

All over the world, there is an unprecedented growth in access to information communication technologies (ICTs). How 
can international actors, governments, and civil society organisations leverage ICTs and the data they generate to more 
effectively prevent violence and conflict? New research shows that there is huge potential for innovative technologies 
to inform conflict prevention efforts. Andrzej Czapiewski, co-founder of Cytora, a real-time open source intelligence 
analytics company, accepted to share his reflections on the present developments in that matter.

mailto:ajczapiewski%40cytora.com?subject=
http://www.cytora.com/
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right to the source of the information, whether that be a blog about an event, or 
a structural indicator that is particularly informative. Not only do we collect and 
analyse text data, we query to find matches for images and videos from popular 
social networking sites. It is even possible to automatically ping a satellite to take 
images of certain types of events and get results within hours for only a few hun-
dred dollars. Fusing all of this data together provides more clarity and information 
on situations that are often opaque, helping the decision making process.

 However, technology is just a tool, not a one-stop solution. There are many dif-
ferent methodologies and frameworks, each with their own pros and cons, and a 
blended approach, with local in-country monitors, qualitative analysts, and advo-
cacy programmes have been shown to be the most effective. Anticipating conflict 
is a Herculean task where we only have the past to go on to help us look forwards. 
Many events in this field cannot be anticipated, but with real-time monitoring we 
can at least be fast. At the end of the day, it remains up to the practitioners to 
make the decision to act. All we can do as a technology company is to provide the 
most compelling evidence as quickly as possible to the people that matter.

Launch of the swisspeace Conflict 
Prevention & Early Warning Course

Conflict prevention and political early warning have been key issues on the inter-
national peacebuilding agenda for over two decades. Despite the keen intellectual 
interest in the topic, however, progress in conceptualising and implementing early 
warning systems in order to prevent the onset or the escalation of violent conflict 
remained rather limited. The swisspeace “Conflict Prevention & Early Warning 
Course” is meant to change this situation. On the one hand, it aims at addressing 
the concrete challenges related to conflict early warning. On the other hand, by 
providing an overview of existing efforts, participants should be enabled to design 
viable early warning systems for their own purposes. 

 The first swisspeace “Conflict Prevention & Early Warning Course” took place 
from 10 to 14 November 2014 at the swisspeace Academy in Basel. It clearly 
showed that our goals were reached. Participants not only got to know the inherent 
difficulties related to conflict prevention schemes but developed an increased 
interest in either improving their present efforts or letting conflict prevention and 
early warning play a more substantial role in their work within national, international 
or supra-national organisations. Political early warning consists of providing the 
right information to the right people at the right time so that appropriate action 
can be taken to prevent violence. Everybody realised how important and at the 
same time how utterly difficult each of these three steps is. Even more impor-
tantly though, at the end of the five days everybody was more convinced than ever 
that despite of the inevitable backlashes that at times seem to discourage and 
paralyse us, there is no real alternative to conflict preventive efforts.      

swisspeace 
Heinz Krummenacher

 
Link

swisspeace Academy

mailto:heinz.krummenacher%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/index.php%3Fid%3D163
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Resilience and Conflict Prevention 
at the Heart of Discussions

swisspeace 
Marie Seidel 
Lukas Krienbühl 

Links

video of the annual 
conference

Annual conference’s 
programme and speakers

Focus Article on New Techno- 
logies and Conflict Prevention

How can we prevent armed conflicts? What principles must be respected? What 
are the challenges to overcome? The annual swisspeace conference rekindled the 
debate about the prevention of conflict, which, whilst difficult to implement, is 
significantly less costly than repairing the effects of a war.

 The example of South Sudan, which was the subject of the first discussion, 
clearly illustrates the failure of conflict prevention. Despite high hopes in the 
country following two civil wars and gaining independence, life in South Sudan has 
been marred by violent clashes since December 2013. What caused such a failure? 
According to the speakers, the international community concentrated its efforts 
on strengthening the State, and did not sufficiently involve the local population in 
the peace process, thus fostering a culture of exclusion and hindering the influence 
of local structures. In addition, the reconciliation process was neglected, which 
prevented the accurate analysis of the root causes of the conflict. Unable to break 
away from the climate of tensions, particularly amongst the political elite, South 
Sudan failed to develop a sufficiently resilient society.

 Developing resilient societies can facilitate sustainable conflict prevention; 
this is demonstrated by the village of Béoua in Côte d’Ivoire, which was used as 
an example in the second session on “Islands of Peace”. In this context, resilience 
means having the ability to anticipate, prevent and deal with shocks, as well as 
being able to adapt and overcome them and turn them into opportunities. Conse-
quently, in order to develop resilient societies, a long-term process must be im-
plemented involving the integration of all groups, which is based on dialogue, trust 
and transparency and for which the root causes of tensions must be examined, 
whilst taking the specific features of each situation into consideration.

 The issue addressed during the last session was how to translate the increas-
ingly detailed data provided by high-performance instruments into policy deci-
sions. According to the speakers in the final debate, the challenge consists of 
implementing conflict-prevention mechanisms at the level of international policy, 
which will allow for local specificities to be taken into account.

The HSD’s Conflict Prevention 
Activities in Chad

For fifty years, Switzerland has been conducting cooperation programmes in Chad 
in the areas of health, education, agriculture and humanitarian aid. These were 
supplemented in 2011 by peacebuilding activities. Through these activities, the 
Human Security Division’s (HSD) primary aim is to prevent conflicts by promoting 
political dialogue, dealing with the past and bringing communities together.

 The dialogue between politicians is mainly conducted within the National 
Framework for Political Dialogue, which was implemented by the Head of State in 
2013 to promote dialogue ahead of the forthcoming elections. The HSD participates 
in exchanges that international partners hold with members of the Framework and 
places particular emphasis on the need to include the largest opposition coalition 
in the Framework, in order to involve key stakeholders in decisions related to the 
electoral process.

Human Security Division 
Cédrine Beney

 
Links

Swiss Cooperation Office 
in N’Djamena

Human Security Division of 
the FDFA

mailto:marie.seidel%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
mailto:lukas.krienbuehl%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
http://www.ustream.tv/channel/swisspeace-the-live-channel
http://www.ustream.tv/channel/swisspeace-the-live-channel
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/etc/Annual_Conference/Annual_Conference_2014.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/etc/Annual_Conference/Annual_Conference_2014.pdf
mailto:cedrine.beney%40eda.admin.ch?subject=
https://www.eda.admin.ch/countries/chad/fr/home/representations/bureau-cooperation.html
https://www.eda.admin.ch/countries/chad/fr/home/representations/bureau-cooperation.html
https://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/fdfa/fdfa/organisation-fdfa/directorates-divisions/directorate-political-affairs/hsd.html
https://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/fdfa/fdfa/organisation-fdfa/directorates-divisions/directorate-political-affairs/hsd.html
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 The HSD also works with various partners who conduct projects that encour-
age dialogue between politicians and civil society in order to improve the way in 
which public aspirations are taken into consideration. As an example, political 
cafés have been created by the Call for National Peace and Reconciliation in Chad. 
These have enabled politicians from both, the majority and the opposition, as 
well as civil society actors to discuss current issues such as regional and national 
security.

 Dealing with the past is considered by the research group for the promotion 
of peace and development in Chad as being one of the necessary conditions for 
establishing lasting peace. The HSD supports this group and others that strive to 
put dealing with the past on the agenda of the authorities. 

 Whilst the majority of the activities supported by the HSD take place in the 
capital, N’Djamena, others are organised in regions such as Pala, where the leaders 
of religious communities have been educated about the culture of peace by one of 
the HSD’s partners. The latter also supports other projects that aim to bring com-
munities together.

 The HSD’s engagement in Chad contributes to the strengthening of human secu-
rity in the country and also enables peace to be consolidated and new conflicts to 
be prevented.

Task Force for Dealing with 
the Past and the Prevention 
of Atrocities 
Mô Bleeker 
Head of the Task Force

 
Links

FDFA: Dealing with the Past

Global Action Against Mass 
Atrocity Crimes (GAAMAC)

The mission of the Task Force for Dealing 
with the Past and the Prevention of Atrocities

Since 2003, Switzerland has developed its conceptual approach for dealing with 
the past and the prevention of atrocities. This approach is based on one hand on 
the “principles against impunity” developed by Louis Joinet in 1997 at the request 
of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights, and on the other hand on the 
key aspects of conflict transformation and prevention. The “principles against 
impunity” are based on the rights of victims and the duties of States in the fight 
against impunity and provide for the creation of a range of combined initiatives 
which ensure that these rights and duties are fulfilled in the areas of the right to 
know, the right to justice, reparations and guarantees of non-recurrence. 

 The Prevention of Atrocities relates to the prevention of crimes targeting 
groups, communities and specific populations, as well as persons protected by 
the Geneva Conventions. Preventing atrocities involves strengthening the legal 
and political framework by ensuring the constructive management of diversities 
(particularly political, religious or ethnic ones) and the resilience of societies (pub-
lic institutions, the ability to manage conflicts without resorting to violence), as 
well as the establishment of a permanent national architecture of prevention.

 In 2011, the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) established a Task 
Force for Dealing with the Past and the Prevention of Atrocities (TF DWP&PA), 
whose purpose it is to guarantee and strengthen a coherent approach within the 
Department and to respond to the increasing demands in this area.

 Bilaterally, the TF DWP&PA responds to requests from governments and civil 
society actors regarding dealing with the past and the prevention of atrocities. 
Multilaterally, Switzerland forms multiregional alliances for the development 
of norms and standards. Notably, Switzerland was behind the creation of the 
mandate, within the UN framework of the Human Rights Council, of the Special 
Rapporteur on the promotion of truth, justice, reparation and guarantees of non-
recurrence and the multilateral initiative Global Action Against Mass Atrocity 
Crimes.

mailto:mo.bleeker%40eda.admin.ch?subject=
https://www.dfae.admin.ch/eda/en/home/aussenpolitik/menschenrechte-menschliche-sicherheit/frieden/vergangenheitsarbeit.html
http://www.gaamac.org/
http://www.gaamac.org/
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Conflict Prevention and Peacebuilding 
– for a Global and Non-violent Approach

The ideal of a sustainable peace, which benefits everyone, is based on the as-
sumption that all attempts at peacebuilding will involve the prevention of con-
flicts. Enhancing peace enables people and institutions to recognise and admit 
that they have the right to peace, and to move away from thoughts that make 
conflict, opposition, violence and war inevitable. Learning to live in a context of 
peace also requires the provision of integrated and peaceful methods of managing 
conflicts without exacerbating them. Conflict prevention can also be addressed 
after the conflict; it is important to learn from these conflicts to stop them from 
reoccurring in the future and to treat the people involved with humanity so that 
they may become “actors of peace”.

 Implementing effective policies for peace and for the prevention of violence 
is an essential task for all authorities, public and private. Such policies could and 
should be included in constitutions. They involve a high degree of exemplarity; 
States should demonstrate they are also actors of peace and that they renounce 
all forms of unnecessary violence, including preventative violence, such as pre-
paring for war, or indirect violence, such as the sale of weapons. If the State can 
and must remain the only user of force, it cannot use it except in cases of absolute 
necessity, where conflict prevention measures have been actively, yet unsuc-
cessfully, undertaken and even then it must be proportionate and strictly within 
the limits of fundamental and human rights. In addition, any use of force must be 
autonomously and independently controlled, but it must also be subject to recom-
mendations to ensure that such incidents do not reoccur. Since its establishment 
in 2001, APRED has been committed to a policy which promotes peace and seeks 
to prevent conflicts.

Taking Conflict Sensitivity 
to the Next Level

KOFF 
Sabina Handschin

 
Links

Conflict sensitivity: reflection 
note

Wrap-up of the retreat

The Centre for Peacebuilding (KOFF) organised a retreat on conflict sensitivity 
from 30 September to 2 October 2014 and invited 40 international experts from 
think tanks, NGOs, universities and donor agencies to take part.

 The retreat marked a strategic point in the 20-year history of conflict sensi-
tivity, which began during the Rwandan genocide when it became apparent that, 
rather than being neutral per se, aid can actually have a negative impact on a 
conflict. The “Do No Harm” approach was subsequently developed, incorporating 
conflict sensitivity into project work and including it in the strategic documents of 
donors and NGOs. Since 2007, it has been enshrined in the OECD’s ten Principles 
for Good International Engagement in Fragile States and Situations.

 Tools and guidelines have been developed and training courses carried out, 
based on the theory that this would help make conflict sensitivity an integral part 
of responsible programme management. yet despite the wide range of resources 
available on conflict sensitivity and its establishment as a normative standard, it 
has not been implemented as effectively as hoped.

NEWS

mailto:cb%40apred.ch?subject=
http://www.demilitarisation.org/spip.php?rubrique45&lang=fr
mailto:sabina.handschin%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/koff/Documents/CS_Expert_Retreat_Reflection_Note_Final.pdf
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/koff/Documents/CS_Expert_Retreat_Reflection_Note_Final.pdf
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/koff/Documents/Conflict_Sensitivity_Retreat_Wrap_up.pdf
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Franziska Sigrist
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MAS in Peace & Conflict 
Transformation
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 Does the conflict sensitivity community need to think along more strategic lines? 
What is required to take this topic to the next level? Is it being pushed aside by other 
issues? The discussions revolved around the importance of institutional commitment 
to conflict sensitivity and what role conflict sensitivity has to play in the current 
debate on issues of fragility, urban violence and new conflict dynamics in light of the 
emergence of terrorist groups. They also questioned whether the expectations 
of conflict sensitivity in terms of its effect on conflict dynamics may be too high 
and examined the institutional and contextual claims to power to which conflict-
sensitive activities are exposed. Last but not least, they considered the need for a 
sense of unity in the conflict sensitivity community and the lack of motivation and 
accountability on the part of donors and programme managers to put the concept 
into practice effectively.

 In a bid to take this issue forward, five working groups have been set up to focus 
on establishing a consortium/network, developing standards and an accountability 
mechanism, linking local voices with national and global policy structures, revising 
the approaches to conflict sensitivity and peace work in Europe, and embedding 
conflict sensitivity more firmly in private sector practices. KOFF will serve as a 
platform for coordination and exchange until the consortium has been set up.

Dealing with the Past Course (CAS)

Finding a way to deal with a violent past following events such as civil war, the end 
of an authoritarian regime or occupation, is often argued to be the basis for lasting 
peace, democracy and rule of law. International advocacy networks, norms and 
legal frameworks support national and local actors in the design of mechanisms 
and processes like truth commissions, tribunals or commemorations. The ways 
in which these different actors interact shape, among other factors, whether a 
particular dealing with the past process succeeds in being locally relevant and 
effective.

 This swisspeace postgraduate course on Dealing with the Past, consisting of  
a 7-day on-site component and online assignments, focuses on the potentials and 
challenges of designing and implementing a dealing with the past process, and 
the ways in which actors can work together to ensure effective policy decision-
making. The course will cover intervention in complex contexts, local approaches 
to dealing with the past, international norms and frameworks, practical engage-
ment, archives and documentation, state-building, social transformation, impact 
assessment as well as a visit of a memorial.

 The course is facilitated by leading scholars and experienced practitioners 
with the aim to combine cutting edge research with in-depth understanding of 
practice on the ground. The course is designed for practitioners and academics 
working for governmental actors, civil society, international organisations in various 
areas, such as peacebuilding, development cooperation, human rights, media, etc.

 It will take place at the swisspeace Academy, Basel, Switzerland on 4 - 10 May 
2015 and can be taken as one module (10 ECTS) of the new Master of Advanced 
Studies in Peace & Conflict Transformation programme (60 ECTS) offered by  
swisspeace and the University of Basel. Registration by 28 February 2015.

mailto:training%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/cas-courses/dealing-with-the-past/aim-target-audience/
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/cas-courses/dealing-with-the-past/application-fees/
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/academy/Documents/Flyer_DwP.pdf
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/academy/Documents/MAS_Peace_and_Conflict_Transformation_2014-15_Flyer_online_large.pdf
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/academy/Documents/MAS_Peace_and_Conflict_Transformation_2014-15_Flyer_online_large.pdf
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Advance Notice Regarding the CAS Course 
in Civilian Peacebuilding

The successful Certificate of Advanced Studies (CAS) course in Civilian Peace-
building, which is organised in cooperation with the University of Basel, will be 
run for the fourth time starting from September 2015. Over 25 days, this further 
training course – which is designed to be undertaken alongside professional work 
– will combine academic knowledge with practical experience, encourage critical 
reflection on policies and practices in civilian peacebuilding and teach relevant 
skills. The programme will focus on the following questions:

 What impact does peacebuilding have? How can this be measured in the first 
place? What are the particular challenges involved in working in fragile contexts? 
How do gender roles change during a conflict and what does this mean for post-
war societies? When is the right time to start mediation work during a conflict and 
how can mediation best be launched? How can a society come to terms with serious 
human rights violations and infringements of international humanitarian law? How 
can a “war economy” be transformed into an economic system that is conducive 
to peace?

 The CAS in Civilian Peacebuilding course (20 ECTS) will be held from Septem-
ber 2015 to August 2016 at the swisspeace Academy in Basel. It forms one module 
of the new Master of Advanced Studies in Peace & Conflict Transformation pro-
gramme (60 ECTS). Registration by 30 June 2015.

KOFF 
Ursina Bentele

 
Links

CAS in Civilian Peacebuilding

Application

MAS in Peace & Conflict 
Transformation

Swiss Peacebuilding Training Course 2014

FDFA 
Claudia Rizzo

The Swiss Peacebuilding Training Course 2014, organised at the request of the 
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA), took place between 31 August and 
12 September 2014 in Stans in partnership with the FDFA’s Human Security Divi-
sion, the Geneva Centre for Security Policy (GCSP), swisspeace, and the Swiss 
Armed Forces International Command (SWISSINT). Twenty-five people, consisting 
of 13 Swiss and 12 international experts who work in countries including Colombia, 
Guatemala, Lebanon, Mali, Liberia, South Sudan, Nigeria, Pakistan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Madagascar, Chad, the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Syria, or within the 
headquarters of regional or international organisations in vienna (OSCE), Geneva 
(UNRISD) and New york (UN DPKO), met to take part in the fifteenth edition of this 
Swiss peacebuilding course.

 The aim of the course was to provide participants with skills and tools for their 
peacebuilding work. Exchanges between participants were particularly rewarding 
due to the diversity within the group. The course was enhanced further by the 
presence of civilians, police officers and border and military guards who work 
on the ground for various organisations or in national, regional, and international 
decision-making bodies such as the United Nations.

 In addition, the diversity of participants and speakers ensured that various 
gender issues were addressed. The participation of Michael von der Schulenberg, 
the Executive Representative of the Secretary-General of the United Nations in a 
presentation of the participants’ action plans successfully rounded off the course. 
The next course will be held between 30 August and 11 September 2015.

mailto:training%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/cas-courses/civilian-peacebuilding/aim-target-audience/
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/cas-courses/civilian-peacebuilding/application-fees/
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/academy/Documents/MAS_Peace_and_Conflict_Transformation_2014-15_Flyer_online_large.pdf
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/academy/Documents/MAS_Peace_and_Conflict_Transformation_2014-15_Flyer_online_large.pdf
mailto:claudia.rizzo%40eda.admin.ch?subject=


10

KOFF NEWSLETTER NO. 133 CONFLICT PREvENTION TODAy AND TOMORROW

News from the international 
peacebuilding scene and 
KOFF partner organisations

Berghof Foundation

CDA Collaborative 
Learning Projects

Conciliation 
Resources

EIP

EPLO

forumZFD

FriEnt

Geneva Peacebuilding 
Platform

GIZ

GPPAC Foundation

International Alert

Plattform Zivile 
Konfliktbearbeitung

International Partner Organisations

PUBLICATIONS

Berghof Foundation – New Article on Peace Education

The Berghof Foundation’s Handbook for Conflict Transformation is enhanced by a 
new article about peace education. In recent years, peace education has become 
an area of increasing interest amongst the international community. Despite pre-
viously being confined to academia, it is now considered a real social, active and 
global movement. As such, a network has been established whose activities reflect 
the various approaches used in the field. As the subject arouses ever greater inter-
est, it is also raising expectations. In the light of the persistence of a culture of 
violence in certain societies, it has never been more important to develop a range 
of instruments that promote peace education and contribute to conflict transfor-
mation than it is at present. The challenge lies in knowing how to best combine the 
theory of peace education with context-appropriate practical approaches.

CPS – Contributions to a Positive Peace

As 2015 approaches, discussions about the future objectives of development are 
increasing. Even if everyone agrees to consider peace as a key element of the 
post-2015 agenda, there are many opinions in terms of how to contribute to it. In 
view of this, in October, the German consortium of the Civil Peace Service (CPS), 
in partnership with the editorial staff of welt-sichten, published an article enti-
tled “Frieden auf der globalen Entwicklungsagenda – Beiträge für einen positiven 
Frieden” (Peace on the global development agenda – contributions to positive 
peace; available in German only). By addressing four key aspects of peace (free-
dom in the face of repression and discrimination, the right to justice, political 
participation, freedom of the press and of expression), the contributions offer an 
insight into the work of the CPS and its partners and puts forward their response 
to the challenges of the future.

A New Fund Dedicated to the Prevention of Conflicts, to Stability and Security

In April 2015, the United Kingdom will set up a new fund of £1 billion dedicated to 
the prevention of conflicts, to stability and security (Conflict, Stability and Secu-
rity Fund, CSSF). In a report sent to British Members of Parliament, Conciliation 
Resources, International Alert and Saferworld consider the future consequences 
for UK policy in terms of conflict prevention. The three organisations also make 
recommendations to MPs about how best to integrate a long-term vision of peace 
in the more global approach of the CSSF and the United Kingdom regarding engage-
ment in fragile states or in states affected by conflict.

Challenges of Peace Research

The latest swisspeace working paper is based on an academic workshop held 
last year and the findings that emerged from it. The workshop explored the self-
understanding of peace research, its relation to policy and practice, theoretical 
and methodological considerations, and benchmarks for quality assessment and 
evaluation. This publication presents a collection of reflections on the various 
challenges of peace research, dealing with topics such as the tension between 
critical research and practical relevance.

Laurent Goetschel and Sandra 
Pfluger (eds.). Challenges of 
Peace Research. swisspeace 
Working Paper 7/2014.

http://www.berghof-foundation.org/en/
http://www.cdacollaborative.org
http://www.cdacollaborative.org
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.eip.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.forumzfd.de/en/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.gpplatform.ch/
http://www.gpplatform.ch/
http://www.giz.de/
http://www.gppac.net/
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.berghof-foundation.org/article/new-berghof-handbook-article-on-peace-education/
http://www.ziviler-friedensdienst.org/sites/ziviler-friedensdienst.org/files/anhang/publikation/zfd-frieden-auf-der-globalen-entwicklungsagenda-2349.pdf
http://www.ziviler-friedensdienst.org/sites/ziviler-friedensdienst.org/files/anhang/publikation/zfd-frieden-auf-der-globalen-entwicklungsagenda-2349.pdf
http://www.c-r.org/sites/default/files/Joint%20SW_CR_IA%20briefing%20on%20CP%20CSSF%20BSOS%20-%20FINAL0914.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/WP_7_2014.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/WP_7_2014.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/WP_7_2014.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/WP_7_2014.pdf
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WEB TIP

Operationalising Human Security

Human security has emerged as a concept that puts the security of individuals, 
communities and populations at the centre of security provision. Providing secu-
rity involves the effective and successful prevention and mitigation of direct and 
structural security threats. yet without a thorough and effective identification and 
assessment of threats – which vary greatly from context to context – effective 
and successful prevention and mitigation is not possible. The project “Operation-
alizing Human Security (OPHUSEC)”, on which this publication is based, has been 
carried out to explore the possibility of utilising the concept of human (individual 
and population centred) security for the definition, early detection and effective 
mitigation of context-relevant threat mitigation.

A. Schnabel and y. Pedrazzini 
(eds.). Operationalizing Human  
Security. Concept, Analysis, 
Application. Lausanne: EPFL, 
2014.

Online Training Course on Conflict Sensitivity

Working in fragile and conflict-affected contexts can often prove complex and 
calls for a great deal of intuition. Conflict prevention specialists from the United 
Nations (UN) have identified the need to strengthen capacities and skills in 
conflict-sensitive development, and a brand new interactive online training course 
has now been launched in response to this. The UN Interagency Framework for 
Preventive Action set up a task force of interested departments and organisations 
to develop and implement the course, with swisspeace responsible for its con-
tent. It is available to participants throughout the United Nations and its partner 
organisations and is intended to raise awareness of conflict-sensitive action and 
provide training in the skills this requires. The course is designed as a self-study 
programme to deepen people’s understanding, impart practical knowledge and 
promote interactive skills. The main objective is to help integrate conflict-sensi-
tive approaches into humanitarian, peacebuilding and security- and development-
related areas of work.

UN online course on 
conflict sensitivity

CALENDAR

Upcoming Events
swisspeace is organising a panel discussion on 1 December at the University of 
Basel, entitled “Ukraine 2014 – From Revolution to secession? Civil Society between 
might and powerlessness”. The event is public and supported by practitioners from 
Ukraine and Russia. Further information and contact.

The parallel civil society conference will take place 2-3 December in Basel, in the 
run-up to the annual OSCE Ministerial Council meeting. It will focus on the “human 
dimension”, in particular with regards human rights and fundamental freedoms 
as well as rule of law and democracy. The conference will also provide the oppor-
tunity to gather together the recommendations from civil society throughout the 
OSCE space that were formulated during the four regional events organised during 
the year in Belgrade, vienna, Dushanbe and Tbilisi. Further information.

1 December 2014

2 - 3 December 2014

http://www.dcaf.ch/Publications/Operationalizing-Human-Security-Concept-Analysis-Application
http://www.dcaf.ch/Publications/Operationalizing-Human-Security-Concept-Analysis-Application
http://www.dcaf.ch/Publications/Operationalizing-Human-Security-Concept-Analysis-Application
http://www.dcaf.ch/Publications/Operationalizing-Human-Security-Concept-Analysis-Application
http://www.dcaf.ch/Publications/Operationalizing-Human-Security-Concept-Analysis-Application
http://www.unssc.org/home/conflict-sensitivity-online-course
http://www.unssc.org/home/conflict-sensitivity-online-course
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Projects/OSCE_Chairmanship/Invitation_PanelDiscussion_Ukraine_01122014.pdf
mailto:Natascha.cerny%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
http://www.civicsolidarity.org/osce-parallel-civil-society-conference-2014
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artasfoundation
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Brücke · Le pont
Caritas Switzerland
Caux - Initiatives of Change
cfd 
DCAF
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The Centre for Peacebuilding (KOFF) is organising a roundtable in Bern on “Human 
Rights Defenders in Colombia: In search of effective local, national and interna-
tional protection mechanisms” to discuss experiences and strategies regarding 
the situation of Human Rights Defenders and effective protection mechanisms in 
Colombia. Further information.

A film festival on human rights (FilmTage Luzern: Menschenrechte) is taking place 
in Lucerne from 4 to 7 December to mark the International Human Rights Day on 
10 December. The aim is to raise public awareness of human rights violations and 
to advocate people and organisations that are committed to defending human 
rights in often difficult circumstances. KOFF will be present at the festival and join 
in the talks taking place after the screenings. Further information.

On the occasion of Human Rights Day on 10 December, the Swiss Development 
agency (SDC) is organising an event in Bern showing how access to land, human 
rights and development are connected, and illustrating with concrete exam-
ples how the SDC and other actors contribute to improving access to land and 
strengthening human rights. A photo exhibition will also be on display. Further 
information.

swisspeace and the Berghof Foundation  will hold a National Dialogue & Peace 
Mediation Course (CAS) at the swisspeace Academy in Basel, Switzerland. The 
course provides: insights in how to understand, design and support National 
Dialogue processes; training in dialogue and mediation skills and reflection on les-
sons that can be drawn from previous cases. Further information and registration 
as soon as possible.

Fragile states have become an issue of major concern for the international com-
munity. swisspeace will hold a Course on Fragility, Conflict & Statebuilding (CAS), 
designed for practitioners and academics, that focuses on the conceptual, policy 
and implementation challenges of statebuilding in fragile and conflict-affected 
contexts. Further information and registration until 31 December 2014.

The Peacebuilding Methodologies Course (CAS) provides actors in peacebuilding, 
development and the humanitarian field with a specific skillset to work effectively 
in fragile contexts prone to violent conflict. The course is composed of 4 elective 
KOFF trainings and online assignments. Registration deadlines for the single KOFF 
trainings. Further information.

you will find more information about upcoming roundtables and events organised 
by KOFF on the KOFF website.

KOFF calendar

4 December 2014

4 - 7 December 2014

10 December 2014

19 - 28 January 2015

2 - 11 March 2015

Until June 2015

http://koff.swisspeace.ch/
mailto:marie.seidel%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
mailto:diego.moresi%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
mailto:liliana.rossier%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
mailto:info%40furrer-uebersetzungen.ch?subject=
mailto:info%40ugz.ch?subject=
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