
Read-out of the No Lost 
Generation Side Event:
STANDING STRONG 
WITH THE CHILDREN OF 
SYRIA AND IRAQ 



Overview

On Wednesday, 20 September 2017, UNICEF and Save the Children co-hosted a No Lost Generation 
event at UNICEF House in New York in the margins of the UN General Assembly opening week. The 
event was organized with the support of the European Union Madad Trust Fund.

The event saw six high level panelists respond to questions from children affected by the crises in 
Syria and Iraq. Additionally, a live portal connected the New York venue with the Harsham camp at the 
northern edge of Erbil in Iraq. Just before and following the No Lost Generation event speakers and 
panelists were able to speak directly with children from Mosul via the portal. 

Despite numerous competing events, we had an overall audience in excess of 200 (160 seated and  
40+ standing). The audience included Ministers from refugee hosting and donor countries, CEOs of  
No Lost Generation operational partner organizations, senior staff from UN agencies, representatives 
from various foundations and members of the press. 

The Honourable Marie-Claude Bibeau, Ms. Muzoon Almellehan and Mr. Geert Cappelaere discussing the importance of 
reaching girls affected by the crises in Syria and Iraq



Speakers

UNICEF’s Executive Director Mr. Anthony Lake gave welcoming remarks, followed by a keynote  
address from The Retired Honourable Alistair Burt, Minister of State for International Development 
and Minister of State for the Middle East at the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, United 
Kingdom. 

The panel, moderated by Mr. Geert Cappelaere, UNICEF’s Regional Director for the Middle East and 
North Africa, consisted of:

H.E. Ambassador Mehmet Samsar 
Director General for Consular Affairs at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Turkey

The Honourable Marie-Claude Bibeau
Minister of International Development and La Francophonie, Canada

Ms. Muzoon Almellehan
Activist and UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador

H.E. Mr. Jean Asselborn
Minister of Foreign and European Affairs, Minister of Immigration and Asylum, Luxembourg

Dr. Michael A. Köhler
Director for the Neighbourhood South – DG NEAR-B, European Commission

Ms. Priyanka Chopra
UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador.

Comments from the floor were made by Jordan’s Minister of Social Development, H.E. Ms. Hala  
Bsaisu; UNWRA’s Commissioner-General Pierre Krähenbühl; and UNHCR’s Deputy Director in New 
York Grainne O’Hara.  Closing remarks were delivered by the former Prime-minister of Denmark and 
current CEO of Save the Children International, Ms. Helle Thorning-Schmidt.

Highlights

The participation of children via pre-recorded video 
and a live portal link with Iraq brought a sense of  
immediacy and accountability into the room. Faced 
with questions from children on their ability to learn, 
be protected and thrive, panelists answered with  
conviction and honesty, outlining personal and  
institutional commitments.  

A diverse and engaged panel demonstrated the breadth 
of support for the No Lost Generation initiative and 
the joint, sustained effort required to support the  
children and youth affected by the conflicts in Syria 
and Iraq. Alongside Turkey - a refugee hosting country - 
and donors who initiated No Lost Generation such as 
the EU, UK and Canada, Luxembourg demonstrated the 
important role that States can also play in advocating  
for children’s rights at the highest levels. Muzoon  
Almellehan testified to the potential for refugee 
children themselves to achieve their potential and 

Mr. Tony Lake, Ms. Muzoon Almellehan and  
Ms. Priyanka Chopra speaking with adolescents 
in Iraq through the interactive portal.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w2DW9_Finfk&feature=youtu.be


advocate on behalf of their peers. As a ‘humanitarian by nature’ Priyanka Chopra made a compelling 
personal appeal for all children to have the opportunity to thrive and realise their potential. 

The coverage of the event via social media was impressive. Whilst Priyanka Chopra’s fan groups 
posted about #NoLostGeneration to their tens of thousands of followers, a joint effort by UNICEF, 
Save the Children and other agencies that are part of the No Lost Generation Initiative enabled the 
hashtag to reach over 111.1 million and engage 27,800 people on social media between 19 and 22 
September. During this period the hashtag received 3,140 mentions on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram 
and YouTube. The event itself was live streamed from Save the Children Iraq’s Facebook page and 
was watched by over 1,000 people. Media coverage included an interview on NHK, Japan’s largest 
broadcaster.

Announcements of funding for No Lost Generation countries in the days following the event lent  
credibility to the commitments of support made in the room and generated a sense of ongoing  
momentum in answer to the call for redoubled support to reach over 2m children currently out of 
school, and many more facing urgent protection needs. ECHO announced a new  €10 million for to 
the Iraq response; PRM announced $697 million in additional humanitarian assistance for Syria and 
3RP countries; Norway announced NOK 200 million  for Iraq; and Commissioner Hahn (DG NEAR) and 
UNICEF’s Executive Director signed a new partnership for an additional €90 million support from the 
EU Regional Trust Fund in support of Syrian refugee and host community children and young people 
in Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey, with particular focus on education and child protection.

Bana, a 9-year-old girl was watching the panel 
from her home in northern Syria via video link. 
Her pre-recorded message to panelists was:  
“If you love us [children of Syria], support us, and 
stop the planes from targeting us. And help us to 
go to school and to be able to study together.” 
Following the panel the Humanitarian Envoy to 
the UN Secretary-General, H.E. Ambassador  
Dr. Ahmed Mohammed Al-Meraikhi responded 
to Bana with a personal video message.

Key themes which emerged during the event

The extreme and sustained violence that children are suffering has to stop.

“Each girl, each boy deserves the quiet blessing of a normal childhood.”   
- Mr. Tony Lake

“There are children in Syria who have seen their schools, their homes, their playgrounds being bombed.” 
- Ms. Helle Thorning-Schmidt

Children’s safe access to quality and certified education is critical to the future of the region: Refugee 
hosting countries have opened up their schools to refugee children but more effort is needed.

“These children [from Syria] will be the future of the region… Schooling, vocational training and 
university education is of the utmost importance to us.”  
- H.E. Ambassador Mehmet Samsar.

“We must protect Syrian children’s access to safe learning. Nearly 2 million children are out of school 
inside Syria”  
- The Rt. Hon. Alistair Burt

http://#NoLostGeneration
https://www.facebook.com/savethechildreniraq/
https://twitter.com/UNHumanitarian/status/911948898511368193


“Education is not a gift. It is a right” 
- Ms. Muzoon Almellehan

“Without help, hope, education, future of refugee children will be lost” 
- Mr. Tony Lake

We need to redouble our efforts to reach the most marginalized children, in particular girls

“If we want to end poverty we need to empower women, and if we want to empower women we need 
to keep girls in school.”  
- The Honourable Marie-Claude Bibeau

Young people must be given a voice

“I aim to represent these children and to give them a voice. I’m standing here today to urge you to 
help them.  If you cannot hear me, how will you hear children in emergencies, who are affected by war 
and conflict?”  
- Ms. Muzoon Almellehan

“A generation of children don’t have a choice because of war and conflict. We can give them a choice.” 
Ms. Priyanka Chopra  

“To see change, we have to start now. […] I will do as much as I can to make a difference. But my voice 
cannot do it alone. I need you. I need you to stand with me.” 
- Ms. Muzoon Almellehan

“Dreams are free and a right. We have a responsibility to make Syrian and Iraqi children’s dreams a 
reality. […] We need to be spending not millions but billions.” 
- H.E. Mr. Jean Asselborn

 “We are not there yet, there are still millions of children out of school. […] It’s not only about money, 
it’s not only about creating the right conditions, we have to commit and we have to be there for the 
long haul.” 
- Dr. Michael Köhler

“First these children had to 
flee their homes. Now without 
education, we are stealing 
their future”

Ms. Helle Thorning-Schmidt



More about No Lost Generation

No Lost Generation is co-led by UNICEF, Mercy Corps, Save the Children and World Vision; and in-
cludes the following operational partners at regional level: ACTED, ActionAid, CARE, DRC, Finn Church 
Aid, HRW, ILO, IMC, Intersos, IOM, IRC, IRD, Malala Fund, NRC, OCHA, Plan International, Relief Inter-
national, TdH, UNHCR, UNDP, UNFPA, Un Ponte Per, UNRWA, UN Women, Warchild, WHO and WFP. At 
the global level NetHope facilitates the engagement of the tech sector in the initiative. At country level, 
governments and numerous civil society organisations are instrumental in achieving No Lost Genera-
tion goals. 

Donors who have supported No Lost Generation since its inception include: Australia, Austria, Bel-
gium, Bulgaria, Canada, Cyprus, Denmark, Estonia, European Union (DG DEVCO, DG ECHO and DG 
NEAR), Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Kuwait, Luxembourg, Neth-
erlands, New Zealand, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Republic of Korea, Romania, Saudi Arabia, 
Serbia, Slovak Republic, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, the UK and the USA.

Join or support No Lost Generation by visiting www.nolostgeneration.org, where you can sign up 
to receive regular newsletters; or by contacting Katy Barnett on cbarnett@unicef.org. If you want to 
spread the word, please share #NoLostGeneration messages, blogs and videos on your Facebook and 
Twitter accounts.

“The most important thing that the 
children of Iraq need is safety and 
being able to return to their homes 
and to school, and to be able to 
build their futures again because 
there is war and killing and they 
don’t want to be hurt, they want to 
return safely.”

Ayman, 11-year-old boy internally displaced 
boy living in Harsham camp in Northern Iraq 
who addressed the panel via pre-recorded 
video.

Event invitation

http://www.nolostgeneration.org
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