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Editorial
Myanmar? Many people used to associate this country with the pagodas and temples of Bagan or with a 
secretive authoritarian military regime. For others, the leader of the political opposition, Aung San Suu Kyi, 
sprung to mind. Apart from that, the country remained largely unknown. For the past two years, however, 
Myanmar has been opening up to the outside world and has been undergoing a rapid transformation. Since 
then it has attracted tremendous interest. Numerous organisations involved in humanitarian aid, development 
cooperation and peacebuilding as well as many businesses are keen to set up operations there – not to forget 
the rising numbers of tourists streaming into the country.
In this newsletter, analyses of the ongoing process of political reform and in particular of peace negotiations 
offer a differentiated picture of the situation in Myanmar. Non-governmental organisations and government 
agencies report on their activities and experiences in the country. The articles reveal that, although there are 
high hopes for Myanmar, there are also many risks along the road towards a peaceful and democratic country.

Lukas Krienbuehl
Editor

KOFF Roundtable on Economic Activities in Myanmar
At the end of February, the Centre for Peacebuilding (KOFF) of swisspeace organised 
a roundtable on Myanmar, involving representatives from civil society and both 
the private and public sectors.

After years of restrictive politics, Myanmar is now opening up. While Asian compa-
nies had already been operating in the country, European and American businesses 
are now increasingly seizing the opportunity to become active in this new market. 
The roundtable participants from the areas of business and peacebuilding discussed 
how to assess the latest economic developments.

Some guests saw this process of opening up and the international investments 
as signs of hope for Myanmar, but others were worried about potential negative 
impacts, such as human rights violations, large-scale land investments, corruption 
and environmental degradations. The experts involved in the discussion therefore 
also talked about how these challenges can be dealt with and what role Swiss 
companies can play in this regard. The KOFF roundtable was able to highlight 
different perspectives, thus providing the basis for an important debate between 
the various participants. 28.02.2013

Further information:  

KOFF Rachel Gasser

 � KOFF roundtables

Links Research into the Differences between Local and  
International Practice in Myanmar
Over the past two years, Myanmar has seen the start of a process of political re-
form that very few observers would have thought possible. As various sectors have 
gradually been opened up, new actors have started swarming into the country: 

 � swisspeace

mailto:rachel.gasser%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/activities/roundtables/
http://www.swisspeace.ch/
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not just businesses looking to tap into this new market as quickly as possible, but 
also international NGOs, intergovernmental organisations and bilateral donors 
trying to gain a foothold and launch projects in Myanmar. This not only brings 
large amounts of resources into the country – for setting up development projects, 
providing humanitarian aid and supporting peace processes – it also opens the door 
to specific values and ideas on how a society can be transformed and developed.

Myanmar has a very active civil society which was already engaged in these areas 
before the recent influx. This raises the question of the compatibility of the local 
perspectives with international views. Stefan Bächtold examines this issue as part 
of a PhD project he is conducting at swisspeace, focusing primarily on a critical 
analysis of the impact, accountability and legitimacy of actors and their projects. 
The contrast between the discourses of local and international organisations not 
only demonstrates the idiosyncrasies of the approaches adopted by Burmese orga-
nisations, but also offers a better understanding of the power structures underlying 
international practice. 05.02.2013

Further information:  

swisspeace Stefan Bächtold

Reflecting on Political and Economic Developments in 
Myanmar
After years of economic sanctions, the transition in Myanmar has led to significant 
political and economic reforms. Efforts towards establishing a more democratic and 
peaceful Myanmar have triggered an increase in international support.

Efforts have focused on establishing the legal apparatus on issues such as foreign 
direct investment, land and micro-finance. The country has put forth reforms 
aimed at stabilising the kyat currency, unifying the multiple exchange rates and 
addressing the fiscal deficit. Political and economic reforms have led to improved 
business confidence with an expected GDP growth rate of 6.3% in 2013. These 
prospects are leading to an influx of companies eager to enter one of the last 
“frontier markets” in Asia.

However, how are the economic and political reforms connected? How can dome-
stic and international actors support economic development while also helping 
to ensure that the “reform and peace dividends” will not only reach the elite, the 
government and the military, but also the poor, vulnerable and conflict-affected 
populations? How can companies help ensure that their investments are supporting 
the transition towards a more democratic, peaceful and economically stable 
Myanmar? These questions are challenging to answer at this early stage of change.

The swisspeace Business and Peace team aims to contribute to the understanding 
of the complex relationship between peacebuilding and business development in 
Myanmar. Two workshops were organised in Yangon in 2012: one with civil society 
actors and the other with the Myanmar private sector. The workshops and accom-
panying interviews demonstrated the need to continue to deepen our knowledge 
of the political and economic situation by engaging with local and international 
networks, helping to ensure coordinated efforts that aim to support the country’s 
transition.  25.02.2013

 � KOFF Myanmar Round-

table “Doing Business 

in Myanmar: Potential 

Challenges and Ways 

Forward”

 � Publication by S. Turnell 

“Economic Reform in 

Myanmar: The Long 

Road Ahead”

Further information:  

swisspeace Rina Alluri

mailto:stefan.baechtold%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
http://asiasociety.org/blog/asia/economic-reform-myanmar-long-road-ahead
http://asiasociety.org/blog/asia/economic-reform-myanmar-long-road-ahead
http://asiasociety.org/blog/asia/economic-reform-myanmar-long-road-ahead
http://asiasociety.org/blog/asia/economic-reform-myanmar-long-road-ahead
mailto:rina.alluri%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
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International Justice in Crisis? Taking Stock after the ICTY 
Acquittals
In mid-February, swisspeace conducted a well-attended public panel discussion on 
the controversial acquittals by the International Criminal Tribunal for the former 
Yugoslavia (ICTY) in the cases of Gotovina et al. and Haradinaj et al. Four attendant 
experts presented various perspectives on the acquittals: Nora Refaeil, a former 
Advisor on Dealing with the Past at the International Civilian Office (ICO) in Ko-
sovo, gave insights into the impact of the judgments in Kosovo; Vesna Teršelič, 
Director of Documenta, examined the issue from a Croatian viewpoint; Jonathan 
Sisson, Regional Advisor on Dealing with the Past at the Swiss Federal Department 
of Foreign Affairs, discussed the judgments in the light of a holistic approach to 
dealing with the past; Elisabeth Baumgartner, Head of the Dealing with the Past 
programme at swisspeace, finally offered a legal interpretation.

Many participants took the opportunity to address their questions directly to the 
four specialists. One of the key conclusions that emerged from the discussions was 
that justice not only has to be done, it also has to be seen as done. For a long time, 
the societies concerned did not have a clear understanding of the work of the ICTY, 
as the tribunal had made hardly any effort to carry out effective outreach work. 
As result, the public was only rarely aware that the tribunal had also succeeded 
in calling war criminals to account. It goes without saying that the judiciary can-
not punish every crime. Verdicts remain, to a certain extent, symbolic; however, 
they do have the power to set a clear example. For this reason it is all the more 
important for the public to be informed of the judgments and the enormous work 
behind such decisions.

The discussion also addressed the matter of witness intimidation. In the case of 
Haradinaj et al. in particular, the acquittal came about due to a lack of sufficient 
evidence. The witnesses were seriously threatened before and during the trial. 
The experts therefore called for a more effective witness protection system. One 
possibility suggested would be to offer these people protection in Switzerland for 
a certain period of time. However, it was argued that the controversial acquittals 
should not necessarily be regarded as a crisis for international criminal justice, 
although it is essential that they are taken as a basis for thorough reflection on 
how to proceed further. The publication of a working paper with contributions from 
the four speakers from the public panel discussion is planned. 13.02.2013

Further information:  

swisspeace Sandra Rubli

 � swisspeace: Dealing 

with the Past

 � KOFF Newsletter 114 

on Reconciliation in 

the Balkans

Roundtable on Mali: What Approach Could Swiss Organi-
sations Take in the Present Situation?
The vast expanse of the saharo-sahelian region makes effective border control all 
the more difficult. This adds complexity when it comes to dealing with issues of 
peace and security. The military coup in March 2012 aggravated a difficult situation 
and further fuelled a spiral of armed conflict. French intervention in an attempt to 
drive back Islamist rebels and the deployment of African AFISMA troops transfor-
med Mali into an international theatre of war. The reasons for these outbreaks of 
violence are also connected with events in North Africa, and particularly in Libya. 

 � KOFF

 � UN Security Council: 

AFISMA

mailto:sandra.rubli%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
http://www.swisspeace.ch/topics/dealing-with-the-past.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/topics/dealing-with-the-past.html
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/info/newsletter/
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/info/newsletter/
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/info/newsletter/
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/
http://www.un.org/apps/news/docs.asp?Topic=Mali&Type=Resolution
http://www.un.org/apps/news/docs.asp?Topic=Mali&Type=Resolution
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Since the overthrow of Gaddafi, former mercenaries have returned to northern Mali, 
bringing their weapons and munitions with them. Various alliances between Islamist 
groups and criminal networks financed by drug trafficking, ransom demands and 
black market trade have given rise to a new power distribution and added fuel to 
the conflict. In addition to this, the long-standing conflict is still raging between 
the Tuaregs and the Malian state.

Against this backdrop, the Centre for Peacebuilding (KOFF) held a roundtable on 
the situation in Mali at the end of February. The Swiss Agency for Development 
and Cooperation, the Human Security Division of the Swiss Federal Department 
of Foreign Affairs and various Swiss NGOs operating in Mali examined the impact 
this situation has on their activities. Another equally important topic of discussion 
was the question of how the organisations can stay engaged in Mali in terms of 
peacebuilding and development cooperation, in spite of the fact that the security 
situation shows no signs of improving any time soon. 26.02.2013

Further information:  

KOFF Ursula Keller

 � Publication by W. La-

cher and D. Tull: “Mali: 

Beyond Counter- 

terrorism”

 � Article by S. Elischer in 

Foreign Affairs: “After 

Mali Comes Niger”

Current Peace Dynamics in Myanmar
Over the past 60 years two different groups of actors have challenged 
the Bamar-dominated, authoritative regime in Myanmar: the democratic 
opposition movement on the one hand and various ethnic groups on the 
other. Both the democratic reform and peace processes are ongoing. The 
focus article thus sheds light on the current situation in Myanmar and 
addresses several challenges ahead.

In the past two years, the government elected in November 2010 has initiated a 
democratic reform process that most observers would not have expected at all. 
As a result, the leader of the political opposition Aung San Suu Kyi and several 
members of her National League for Democracy were elected to parliament in April 
2012. Additionally, there is an emergence of ethnic parliamentarians, which have 
the potential to create new dynamics in the parliament.

In the last few months the parliament has started to become more independent 
and increasingly challenged the government. This development has created new 
power dynamics between the two entities. While this democratic opening is encou-
raging and deserves to be in the limelight of international attention, the numerous 
ongoing peace processes with the ethnic groups also deserve consideration. A 
return to violence in the borderlands could indeed derail the ongoing democratic 
reform process and hinder any meaningful economic and political development 
in the country.

Numerous Ongoing Peace Processes

Currently there are about 20 peace processes running in parallel. Only one small 
negotiation team within the government is managing the processes with the 
armed groups. No third party formally supports the various negotiating teams. 
Rapid progress has been made in reaching preliminary ceasefire agreements with 
most ethnic armed groups. However, armed clashes in the north and the north-east, 

 � swisspeace

 � Shalom (Nyein) Foun-

dation

 � Publications

 � Burma News Internatio-

nal report “Deciphering 

Myanmar’s Peace 

Process: A Reference 

Guide”

 � International Crisis 

Group report “Myan-

mar: Storm Clouds on 

the Horizon”

mailto:ursula.keller%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
http://www.swp-berlin.org/fileadmin/contents/products/comments/2013C07_lac_tll.pdf
http://www.swp-berlin.org/fileadmin/contents/products/comments/2013C07_lac_tll.pdf
http://www.swp-berlin.org/fileadmin/contents/products/comments/2013C07_lac_tll.pdf
http://www.swp-berlin.org/fileadmin/contents/products/comments/2013C07_lac_tll.pdf
http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/138931/sebastian-elischer/after-mali-comes-niger
http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/138931/sebastian-elischer/after-mali-comes-niger
http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/138931/sebastian-elischer/after-mali-comes-niger
http://www.swisspeace.ch/
http://www.shalommyanmar.org/
http://www.shalommyanmar.org/
http://www.burmapartnership.org/2013/01/deciphering-myanmars-peace-process-a-reference-guide/
http://www.burmapartnership.org/2013/01/deciphering-myanmars-peace-process-a-reference-guide/
http://www.burmapartnership.org/2013/01/deciphering-myanmars-peace-process-a-reference-guide/
http://www.burmapartnership.org/2013/01/deciphering-myanmars-peace-process-a-reference-guide/
http://www.burmapartnership.org/2013/01/deciphering-myanmars-peace-process-a-reference-guide/
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/asia/south-east-asia/myanmar/238-myanmar-storm-clouds-on-the-horizon.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/asia/south-east-asia/myanmar/238-myanmar-storm-clouds-on-the-horizon.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/asia/south-east-asia/myanmar/238-myanmar-storm-clouds-on-the-horizon.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/asia/south-east-asia/myanmar/238-myanmar-storm-clouds-on-the-horizon.aspx
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mainly between the army and the Kachin Independence Army and to a lesser extent 
between the armed forces and the Shan State Army-North, continue and remain 
an obstacle to achieve sustainable peace. The preliminary ceasefire agreements 
contain a mix of ceasefire clauses and points covering political issues. This can 
be seen as a sign of the governmental negotiators’ willingness to accommodate 
the demands of the ethnic groups. Yet, it also shows the potential shortcomings if 
political, economic and social clauses are not negotiated with adequate expertise.

Ethnic Grievances and Aspirations in the Negotiations

The government seems to recognise that a broader political dialogue needs to 
be established in addition to the many ceasefire agreements signed, in order to 
address both underlying grievances and aspirations of ethnic communities. Such a 
broader discussion on the root causes of their respective conflicts have started to 
take place with most ethnic groups, in particular with the Karen National Union. 
Politically and in terms of size it has been one of the most influential armed groups 
not bound by a ceasefire agreement. The last stage of the peace process, which 
the government is aiming at, would entail to bring together representatives of all 
armed groups to discuss a comprehensive, lasting political agreement on ethnic 
issues on a nation-wide basis. Nonetheless, views between government represen-
tatives and leaders of ethnic groups still differ on when and how to get to this 
stage. The government of Myanmar has proposed a three-staged peace process 
starting with ceasefire agreements, then addressing economic development and 
conducting Union-level political dialogue, leading eventually to a national political 
dialogue. Yet, this plan is currently under revision. Originally, the timeframe set 
for these processes was until the end of 2012. It has now been extended, but only 
until 2015. The current leadership thus seems not to assume that it will still be in 
power after the 2015 elections.

Recommendations for International Actors

At present many Swiss and other international actors aim to become active in 
Myanmar. They ask themselves how to support the ongoing transition processes 
best. Yet, experiences show that it is challenging to set up activities in a new context 
while encouraging local ownership.

swisspeace has been supporting the current peace processes since early 2012 mainly 
through teaming up with a local NGO, the Shalom (Nyein) Foundation, active in 
peacemaking and peacebuilding. This cooperation led to interesting insights. For this 
reason we would like to share our thinking on the following points and challenges 
related to international engagement.

1. Leaders in Myanmar both from government and ethnic groups generally want 
to be in the driver’s seat of reform and peace processes. They do not expect inter-
national actors to play a third party role, at least at this stage. Hence, the strong 
respect for national ownership has to be prioritised. The role that the international 
community should continue to play is the one of an ally for local peace supporters, 
be it the government negotiation team, the ethnic groups or the local institutions 
facilitating the processes.

2. There is a serious lack of institutional and technical capacity in the country. 
Much decision-making is rushed and often ad hoc as time and human resources 
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are scarce. Simultaneously, the demand for the time of senior policymakers from 
all spheres of society is high and has increased with all the international actors 
coming to Myanmar. The lack of capacities at the mid-level and working level is 
also a major challenge for the implementation of policy decisions. Hence, capacity 
building for local organisations should be strengthened. In addition, secondments 
of experts may be further explored in the short term in order to build capacities 
in Myanmar at all levels of society. In order to be effective, such support should 
diversify its beneficiaries and its forms.

3. During the last two years numerous international actors have arrived in a coun-
try, which had until then very limited contact with international organisations. The 
coordination and collaboration between external actors should lead any activities 
in Myanmar in order to avoid mixed messages and the duplication of efforts. Using 
the current coordination mechanisms seems helpful in this regard.

4. Myanmar has a vibrant civil society, which has existed for many years and has 
been operating in a restricted environment. Hence, new activities do not have to 
start with setting up new organisations, but can rely on existing institutions. The 
aim should indeed be to reinforce and empower local NGOs and other civil society 
actors. Considering their needs and providing capacity building on specific issues 
has proven to be a good start. Additionally, partnering with local partners offers 
added value compared to opening news offices in Yangon. It also allows cost-
effective activities, which take into account local perceptions.

5. Those engaged in the peace processes need support from both within and outside 
the country in order for them to maintain their space to push the peace agenda 
forward. Agents of change notably in civil society, ethnic groups and the Diaspora 
should be identified and supported. Close consultations with the reformers in the 
government and to offer them regular support also seem essential. At the same 
time, in a context marked for a long time by secrecy and intrigues, one needs to 
avoid exposing reformers unnecessarily.

6.  The pace of reforms and peace processes has been amazingly rapid. It has been 
too fast for some and has therefore raised concerns. International actors should 
be present and accompany the opening but should regularly draw lessons from 
recent experiences. They ought to allow themselves to think before acting, and to 
assist the national counterparts to stand back and take stock as well in order to 
prevent mistakes.

Myanmar is currently experiencing rapid change. For this reason, it is important 
for any international actor active in the country to confront itself with the local 
context and the ongoing processes. Peacebuilding and development actors as well 
as businesses should also keep in mind that opportunities in Myanmar go along 
with many challenges. 10.02.2013

Further information:  

swisspeace Rachel Gasser

mailto:rachel.gasser%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
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News from Swiss NGOs

Links Twenty Years of SWISSAID Activities in Myanmar
SWISSAID has been operating in Myanmar since 1991, primarily as a result of 
its decision to launch a new country programme in Asia. The country of choice 
turned out to be Myanmar, as no international organisations were actively working 
there in the early 1990s, despite an urgent need for aid in the face of poverty and 
democratic deficit. Against the backdrop of the student demonstrations in 1988, 
SWISSAID made it its mission to support non-violent democratic engagement 
amongst Myanmar’s civil society.

Opening an office in Yangon was unthinkable over 20 years ago, so SWISSAID 
coordinated its programme from Thailand. In 1999 it finally managed to set up 
a coordination office in Yangon and develop a programme for sustainable rural 
development. The Memorandum of Understanding negotiated with the Burmese 
government allowed SWISSAID to focus its activities on the states of Kachin and 
Shan, where the organisation is still active today.

Since Myanmar has opened up both politically and economically SWISSAID has 
continued to pursue its goal of strengthening the civil society in what is still one 
of the poorest countries in the world. The aim of such activities is to ensure that 
the population can make its interests heard and contribute towards sustainable 
development. SWISSAID’s local partner organisations are responsible for imple-
menting the projects in the priority states of Kachin and Shan. SWISSAID is also 
keen to ensure that the plentiful funds which threaten to inundate the country are 
used as effectively as possible. Hence, it is important that new actors work together 
with local organisations in a coordinated effort and strengthen their capacities.

The organisation’s recently adopted strategy for the period 2013-2017 focuses 
on the areas of strengthening civil society, food security and natural resources, 
generating income, and gender equality.  20.02.2013

Further information: 

SWISSAID Sarah Mader

 � SWISSAID

 � SWISSAID projects 

in Myanmar

FDFA’s Human Security Programme in Myanmar
Since September 2011, the Myanmar Government, in particular under the impetus 
of President Thein Sein, has renewed its efforts for peace. Thus, several cease-fires 
were signed in the border regions surrounding the plains of Myanmar, where se-
veral of the ethnic minorities live. These efforts led by President Minister U Aung 
Min together with a small group of advisors mostly based in the newly established 
Myanmar Peace Centre are now consolidated.

To date, no peace agreements have been signed. All of the 13 signed documents 
are cease-fire accords with varying degrees of detail. Some can be considered as 
declarations of intent at best. Both the Government of the Republic of the Union of 
Myanmar and the armed groups agree that they do not want external mediation, 
but are eager to receive advice and inputs.

News from Swiss Government Agencies

Links

 � HSD

mailto:s.mader%40swissaid.ch?subject=
http://www.swissaid.ch/en/
http://www.swissaid.ch/en/myanmar
http://www.swissaid.ch/en/myanmar
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/dfa/orgcha/sectio/pad/pad4.html
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In November 2012 Switzerland opened a full-fledged embassy in Myanmar. Not 
wanting to support only humanitarian aid or development, the decision was ta-
ken to deploy a human security advisor as a contribution to the consolidation of 
peace and of the political reform process. The Human Security Division (HSD) of 
the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) supports the negotiating parties, 
nation-building activities but also efforts, which aim to bring the public voice to 
the negotiation table. Thereby, special attention is given to the participation of 
women. These efforts comprise capacity-building for members of the government, 
parliament, army and civil society in subjects such as democratic functioning, public 
participation, international humanitarian law, human rights or democratic control 
of armed forces. Swiss support is welcomed as neutral and disinterested. It is well 
regarded by all parties involved for the practical expertise it can bring in a timely 
and discrete manner.  20.02.2013

Further information:  

HSD Claudine Haenni Dale

SDC Engagement in Myanmar
The Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) has focused primarily 
on providing humanitarian aid in Myanmar since 1994. However, political changes 
and the gradual opening up of the country to the outside world have prompted 
Switzerland to increase its development cooperation. Myanmar is still suffering 
from extremely high poverty and unemployment rates, with only a small elite 
benefiting from the rich natural resources of the country. Moreover, Myanmar is 
a fragile context characterised by a history of ethnic armed conflicts, repression, 
human rights violations, absence of the rule of law and poor governance.

SDC’s efforts contribute to the sustainable improvement in living conditions for 
people in Myanmar who are affected by poverty, social exclusion or conflict. In the 
state of Kayah, for example, the SDC is supporting two projects aimed at improving 
the drinking water supply and sewage disposal system. This involves installing 
sanitary facilities in schools and health centres and renovating the sewage system. 
The SDC is also implementing direct actions designed to facilitate access to rural 
infrastructures, particularly schools and health centres, for population groups in 
conflict-ridden regions in the south-east of the country. This will also pave the way 
for internally displaced persons and refugees to return to the area in the future. 
Thanks to the inclusion of all local actors concerned, these interventions should, 
not least, build trust and create “peace dividends”.

In light of the frequent natural disasters affecting Myanmar, the SDC also provides 
emergency aid where needed. This year, it is due to complete a reconstruction 
project which has been underway since the cyclone disaster in 2008. This project 
involves constructing storm-resistant school buildings which, apart from offering 
a better and safer learning environment for schoolchildren, can be used to provide 
shelter for the entire local community.

The four strategic areas of intervention included in the Swiss programme for Myan-
mar reflect the challenges of the current situation: 1. employment and vocational 
training; 2. health, access to social services and local governance; 3. agriculture 
and food security; 4. promotion of peace and human rights and protection of local 

 � SDC

 � SDC activities in the 

Mekong region

mailto:claudine.haenni-dale%40eda.admin.ch?subject=
http://www.deza.admin.ch/en/Home
http://www.deza.admin.ch/en/Home/Countries/Southeast_Asia/Mekong_Vietnam_Laos_Cambodia_Myanmar
http://www.deza.admin.ch/en/Home/Countries/Southeast_Asia/Mekong_Vietnam_Laos_Cambodia_Myanmar
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populations. These thematic priorities have been discussed with the government, 
ethnic minorities and other donors. The projects are also planned in close coope-
ration with all those involved. This inclusive approach should be understood as 
part of the peacebuilding efforts. 15.02.2013

Further information:  

SDC Lisa Magnollay

Info

Publications
Analyses of the Situation in Myanmar
The publications mentioned below provide a good overview of the current situa-
tion in Myanmar. Ashley South, who works for the Myanmar Peace Initiative, has 
published an article on the prospects for peace in Myanmar, in which he examines 
the various viewpoints of the negotiating parties and analyses their strategies in 
the peace process. He also attempts to determine the winners and losers in this 
situation. According to the author, it is important to redefine the conceptualisa-
tion of peace in Myanmar. He concludes by drawing up a framework agreement, 
which may serve as a template for the government and representatives of ethnic 
communities in their peace efforts.

At the end of 2012, the International Crisis Group (ICG) issued a report presenting 
a comprehensive outline of the current situation in Myanmar. It deals with the 
problems and social tensions affecting the country, but also highlights various 
signs of progress. The report finishes by offering recommendations for ensuring a 
stable transition.

The Burma Centre Netherlands (BCN) also published in 2012 a policy brief on the 
situation in Myanmar, which describes how the country is currently at a crossroads. 
The report argues that decisions taken in the near future will determine the direc-
tion in which the country will develop. It also advises to follow the current path 
and to sustain ongoing efforts, particularly with regard to releasing the remaining 
political prisoners, negotiating a permanent ceasefire with the Kachin Independence 
Organisation and providing humanitarian aid. The 2015 elections represent the 
next key step in determining Myanmar‘s future. Until then, however, it is essential 
that the reform process continues, as Myanmar is in the early stages of transition 
and has a long way to go yet.  20.02.2013

 � Ashley South, 2012. 

Prospects for Peace in 

Myanmar: opportunities  

and threats, PRIO

 � ICG, 2012. Myanmar: 

Storm clouds on the 

horizon

 � Transnational Institute/

BCN, 2012. Burma at 

the Crossroads, Main-

taining the Momentum 

for Reform, Burma 

Policy Briefing 9

Info

Web Tip
Peacemaker Website Revamped and New African Union 
Site
The United Nations’ Mediation Support Unit has relaunched its Peacemaker website, 
which offers mediators clear and easy access to useful material such as background 
documents from UN organisations. The site also features a comprehensive and 
user-friendly database of worldwide peace agreements.

The new website of the Peace and Security Department of the African Union, which 
is available in English and French, reports on the department’s recent activities. 
It also serves as an interactive platform for various actors involved in the area of 
peace and security in Africa, on which they can share their knowledge and expe-
riences with other experts.

 � UN Peacemaker

 � African Union: Peace 

and Security

mailto:lisa.magnollay%40deza.admin.ch?subject=
http://file.prio.no/publication_files/prio/South-Prospects-for-Peace-in-Myanmar-PRIO-Paper-2012.pdf
http://file.prio.no/publication_files/prio/South-Prospects-for-Peace-in-Myanmar-PRIO-Paper-2012.pdf
http://file.prio.no/publication_files/prio/South-Prospects-for-Peace-in-Myanmar-PRIO-Paper-2012.pdf
http://file.prio.no/publication_files/prio/South-Prospects-for-Peace-in-Myanmar-PRIO-Paper-2012.pdf
http://www.crisisgroup.org/~/media/Files/asia/south-east-asia/burma-myanmar/238-myanmar-storm-clouds-on-the-horizon
http://www.crisisgroup.org/~/media/Files/asia/south-east-asia/burma-myanmar/238-myanmar-storm-clouds-on-the-horizon
http://www.crisisgroup.org/~/media/Files/asia/south-east-asia/burma-myanmar/238-myanmar-storm-clouds-on-the-horizon
http://www.tni.org/sites/www.tni.org/files/download/bpb9.pdf
http://www.tni.org/sites/www.tni.org/files/download/bpb9.pdf
http://www.tni.org/sites/www.tni.org/files/download/bpb9.pdf
http://www.tni.org/sites/www.tni.org/files/download/bpb9.pdf
http://www.tni.org/sites/www.tni.org/files/download/bpb9.pdf
http://www.tni.org/sites/www.tni.org/files/download/bpb9.pdf
http://www.peacemaker.un.org
http://www.peaceau.org/en/
http://www.peaceau.org/en/
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International Partner Organizations

News from ten  

international KOFF  

partner organizations.

Info
FriEnt

 � FriEnt has published an essay entitled “Education, change and peacebuilding”. 
In times of conflict, societies can undergo profound changes. Change can also be 
construed as an objective of external interventions which aim to create a more 
peaceful society by means of education. However, these two interpretations of 
change are often contradictory. For this reason, Lynn Davies in this publication 
casts a critical eye on the debates surrounding the theme of change in peace-
building.

Conciliation Resources
 � In the United Kingdom, the effectiveness of development cooperation is current-
ly the topic of a great deal of discussion. Debates on this issue are also being 
fuelled by budget cuts at European level. In her comment, Teresa Dumasy from 
Conciliation Resources therefore puts forward the opinion that peace, partner-
ships and the promotion of legitimate political systems will play a key role in 
ensuring effective and sustainable development.

International Alert
 � The High Level Panel, which aims to formulate proposals for the development 
cooperation agenda after the Millennium Development Goals expire in 2015, has 
issued a statement calling for a radical rethink. In an article, International Alert 
analyses this communiqué and its significance for peacebuilding.

 � International Alert recently published the study “Out of the shadows: Violent con-
flict and the real economy of Mindanao”, which presents the results of research 
into the link between armed conflicts and the informal economy in Mindanao. It 
closely examines aspects such as the impact of informal land markets, smuggling, 
kidnapping for ransom, and traditional credit systems.

Berghof Foundation
 � The Foundation published the 18th Berghof Report on the topic of “Dealing with 
the Past in the Western Balkans. Initiatives for Peacebuilding and Transitional 
Justice in Bosnia-Herzegovina, Serbia and Croatia“. The report edited by M. 
Fischer and L. Petrović-Ziemer analyses the coherence of objectives and strategies 
in the area of dealing with the past in the Balkans since the 1990s.

 � Berghof Foundation

 � CDA Collaborative 
Learning Projects

 � Conciliation 
Resources

 � EPLO

 � forumZFD

 � FriEnt

 � GIZ

 � GPPAC foundation

 � International Alert

 � Plattform Zivile 
Konfliktbearbeitung

 � E-CHANGER and “Marche mondiale des femmes“ are organising an information 
campaign in March under the heading “Women of Africa on the march”.  As part 
of this campaign, a public debate involving women from Burkina Faso is being 
held at the cfd in Bern on 12 March between 12:30pm and 2:00pm. Further 
information on the programme.

 � The Reformed Churches of Bern-Jura-Solothurn are organising a series of events 
in March on Sri Lanka. Between 7:00pm and 9:00pm on 14 March, for example, 
Walter Keller will open his photography exhibition on the civil war in Sri Lanka

Events

This section gives pointers 

to selected events related 

to civilian peacebuilding.

Info

http://www.frient.de/nc/publikationen-service/dokumente/library/education-change-and-peacebuilding.html?tx_jzdamfelist_pi1%5Bdownload%5D=1
http://www.c-r.org/comment/dfid-peacebuilding-poverty-reduction-teresa-dumasy
http://international-alert.org/news/peacebuilding-central-post-2015-development-agenda
http://international-alert.org/news/out-shadows
http://international-alert.org/news/out-shadows
http://www.berghof-foundation.org/en/news/201/dwp-western-balkans/
http://www.berghof-foundation.org
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.forumzfd.de/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.giz.de/
http://www.gppac.net/
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.e-changer.ch/
http://www.e-changer.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/PHOTOS/Agenda/campagne_2013.pdf
http://www.e-changer.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/PHOTOS/Agenda/campagne_2013.pdf
http://www.refbejuso.ch/
http://www.refbejuso.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Downloads/OeME_Migration/OM_INF_d_Palmyrah_Fotoausstellung_2013.pdf
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by giving a talk, followed by a discussion, at Le Cap of the French church in 
Bern. The images, which will be on display until 4 April, offer an unusual glimpse 
behind the facade and attempt to capture the everyday life of the Sri Lankan 
people. Further information.

 � The Interdisciplinary Centre for Gender Studies at the University of Bern is 
running the Certificate of Advances Studies (CAS) Gender, Justice, Globalisation 
course for the second time. During the course, experts will offer theoretical 
and practical knowledge on issues relating to globalisation and dealing with 
international, ethical and legal standards. The course comprises seven modules, 
which will take place from April 2013 to April 2014. Participants can also choose 
to attend individual modules. The deadline for applications is in early March. 
Further information. 

 � From 1 to 3 March 2013, the Centre for Peacebuilding (KOFF) is carrying out a 
three-day training course on “Evaluating Peacebuilding Projects”. During the 
course, Cheyanne Scharbatke-Church will tackle the issue of how the results 
and the impact of a peacebuilding project can be evaluated. The deadline for 
registration is 10 April.

 � After the success of the first postgraduate course in civilian peacebuilding,  
swisspeace and the University of Basel are offering this one-year programme for 
the second time. The Certificate of Advanced Studies (CAS) is aimed at specialists, 
career changers or young professionals, working or wanting to get involved in the 
fields of peacebuilding, development cooperation, human rights or humanitarian 
work. The deadline for applications is 31 May.
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http://www.swisspeace.org/
mailto:lukas.krienbuehl@swisspeace.ch
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