
 

HUMANITARIAN CRISIS LOOMS IN SOMALIA 
NGOs CALL FOR URGENT AID FOR SOMALIA 

Tuesday, 26th April 2016 

The ongoing El Niño of 2015-2016 has proven to be one of the worst on record with 
drought and excessive rainfall affecting over 60 million people worldwide. In the horn of 
Africa, the widely reported severe drought in Ethiopia has made headline news largely 
overshadowing a similar crisis in Somalia - a country that’s far less able to cope with the 
impact.  

Urgent humanitarian action is needed immediately to avert a bigger disaster as last 
witnessed in the 2010-2012 famine that resulted in the death of over a quarter of a million 
Somalis including 133,000 children under 5.1 Half of these casualties were there before the 
famine was declared. Consequently, we cannot wait for famine to be declared to take 
action.  

Somalia remains to be one of the most severe humanitarian crises across the world. It is 
undoubtedly among the poorest and the most food insecure nations worldwide with more 
than 60 percent of households in urban areas and 95 percent of rural households suffering 
from multidimensional poverty (UNDP, 2014).  

Insecurity, conflict and recurrent food crises spanning the last two decades have meant 
that the country has been unable to consistently invest in basic services, agriculture and 
social safety nets. This already dire situation has been made worse by the severe drought 
exacerbated by El Nino conditions now severely affecting the northern regions of 
Somaliland and Puntland where around three-quarters of the population are pastoralists 
and agro pastoralists. The southern part of Somalia has not been spared with the River 
Shabelle running dry for the first time in recent history. This is severely impacting the river 
fed farmlands in the Lower and Middle Shabelle regions which are Somalia’s main 
breadbasket. Although recent rainfall in the Ethiopian highlands has led to increased flow, 
this has come too late to save the harvest.   

Nearly 5 million people have been pushed to the brink by a drought brought on by poor 
rains over the last four seasons resulting in high malnutrition rates and increased 
poverty. 

The latest Food Security and Nutrition Assessment for Somalia (FSNAU) indicate that the 
country’s humanitarian situation is steadily deteriorating with an alarming 38 percent of 
the population (4.9 million Somalis) in need of assistance; of these about 950,000 are 
severely food insecure and are unable to meet their daily food needs. Nearly 305,000 
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children under the age of 5 are acutely malnourished, with 58,300 of them severely 
malnourished.2 

In the worst affected areas, communities have not seen normal rains for four consecutive 
rainy seasons spanning two full years, crops have largely failed and livestock are 
increasingly weak and at risk of disease and death. Awdal region in Somaliland, one of the 
hardest hit has seen widespread death of livestock and loss of human lives particularly the 
elderly, women and children. It is now Somalia’s main dry season. Temperatures are on the 
rise, and so is the cost of water. 

The acute pasture and water shortages has forced pastoralists to migrate in search of 
better conditions resulting in increased competition and tension over scarce resources. In 
addition, significant increase in water prices have been reported in Bari, Sanaag and Sool 
regions forcing pastoralists to sell off parts of their herds since they cannot afford and find 
available water for their livestock. This massive strain on the already scarce resources 
further aggravates the crisis. Somaliland has been most affected with pastoralists from 
Ethiopia and Djibouti fleeing drought conditions seeking relief in the region. Additionally, 
according to FSNAU, strong internal migration has also been reported in Puntland where 
60 to 70 percent of pastoral households have reached the districts of Bari and Sanaag, also 
drought-affected, in search of relief.3 

Food security prospects will depend greatly on the upcoming Gu rainy season 
when Somalia generally receives 75 percent of its annual rain. Worryingly, forecasts point 
to yet another season of near-average to below-average rains in the north.  
 
An estimated 953 000 people are in Crisis and Emergency(IPC Phases 3 and 4) according to 
the latest findings from a joint assessment by the Food Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit 
for Somalia (FSNAU)4,the Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET),and other 
partners. Internally displaced persons (IDPs) constitute 68 percent of the total number of 
people in Crisis and Emergency (IPC Phases 3 and 4). 
 
For multiple seasons, people have experienced loss of income and food sources, reduced 
purchasing power and rising debt. If families continue to lose or sell productive assets such 
as livestock, they will lack the means to recover and their resilience and coping capacity 
will be affected. This in turn increases humanitarian needs and related costs, very sharply 
and very quickly. 
 
The most urgent needs include access to water, food, cash relief, emergency 
livelihood support, nutrition and health services to reduce morbidity and mortality. 
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On 31st March 2016, aid agencies launched a Call for Aid5 seeking USD 105 million to scale-
up critical, life-saving assistance. It covers only the six month period April to September 
2016. This is in addition to the USD 885 million needed for Humanitarian Aid in Somalia for 
2016. 

We urge all stakeholders to do more to ensure a swift and urgent response that will protect 
lives and livelihoods whilst heeding the lessons learnt in the 2011 Horn of Africa drought. 
Without adequate financial support to respond to the humanitarian crisis in Somalia, the 
situation can only get worse. The time to act is now; to save lives and help families 
protect their livelihoods. 

Statement Endorsed by: 
 
Action Africa Help International–Somalia; Adventist Development and Relief Agency–
Somalia (ADRA); African Development Solutions (Adeso); American Refugee Committee 
(ARC); CESVI; Cooperative Assistance and Relief Everywhere– Somalia (CARE); Cooperazione 
Internazionale (COOPI); Danish Refugee Council (DRC); Diakonia Sweden; Gargaar Relief and 
Development Organization (GREDO); International Aid Services (IAS); International Medical 
Corps (IMC); International Solidarity Foundation of Finland. Islamic Relief Worldwide-IRW; 
Juba Foundation; Medair; Mercy Corps; Mercy-USA for Aid and Development; Norwegian 
Refugee Council (NRC); Physicians Across Continents (PAC); Relief International (RI); Rural 
Education and Agriculture Development Organization-(READO); Save the Children 
International – Somalia/Somaliland (SCI); Somali Youth Voluntary Group Association-
SOYVGA; Tearfund; Trocaire Somalia; Wajir South Development Association –WASDA; World 
Concern Somalia/Somaliland; World Vision – Somalia. 

Additional Resources: 

EL Niño Press Release by Somalia NGO Consortium, Dated 26th April 2016 
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