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Project  

Duration 

Planned 

number of 

people 

Total  

requirements  

(in USD) 

Total  

received  

(in USD) 

Total 

Funded 

(%) 

6 Months  

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

Top 5 Donors 

PRRO 200299: 

Supporting 

Transition by 

Reducing Food 

Insecurity and 

Undernutrition 

Jan 2013 -
Dec 2015 

2,916,320 206,609,072 
      
146,691,436  
 

71% 31,347,645 
Japan,  USA,  
EU, Australia, 
Switzerland 

*October 2015-March 2016 

Summary of WFP assistance: The current PRRO provided an opportunity to review and realign activities with national 
priorities in a period characterised by an unprecedented, rapid and multifaceted transition in Myanmar. WFP coordinated 
the project closely with the Government and aligned its activities with the national development framework as outlined 
in the 'Nay Pyi Taw Accord for Effective Development Cooperation, signed in January 2013. In Myanmar, high 
malnutrition rates and low education indicators remain a major concern. Natural disasters and conflict also pose 
continuing challenges. Towards the Zero Hunger Challenge (ZHC), WFP endeavoured to contribute to more equitable 
development across the country and support national reconciliation efforts by reducing poverty, food insecurity and 
undernutrition and increasing resilience among the most vulnerable communities. WFP engagement in Myanmar, driven 
by the overarching goal to assist Myanmar reach Zero Hunger by 2025, is guided by three Zero Hunger Challenge 
priorities: 

 Emergency Preparedness and Response (ZHC Pillar I) 
 Nutrition (ZHC Pillar II) 
 Provision of Social Safety Nets (ZHC Pillar I & IV) 

In line with WFP's Strategic Objectives 1, 2 ,4 and the Sustainable Development Goals/Global Goals, the project aims 
to: 

1. Prepare for and respond to recurrent natural disasters and other shocks in support of the Government’s 
response efforts (Strategic Objective 1); 

2. Assist post-disaster recovery through the restoration and rehabilitation of productive assets to improve 
household food security and create socio-economic opportunities for the most vulnerable groups, which 
contributes to national reconciliation efforts (Strategic Objective 2); 

3. Reduce malnutrition among the most vulnerable groups, such as boys, girls and PLW and provide support to 
people living with PLHIV and TB (Strategic Objective 4); and 

4. Improve access and retention of children in primary schools (Strategic Objective 4). 

WFP carries out five major activities: relief assistance, nutrition, food-by-prescription for People Living with HIV and TB 
clients, school feeding and assets creation. Under relief activities, WFP provides life-saving food assistance to almost 

200,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs) affected by the intercommunal violence in Rakhine State as well as people 
displaced due to the ethnic conflict in Kachin and Shan. In addition, WFP provides life-saving food assistance for 10,000 
returnees in Kokang and 65,000 people affected by the floods and landslides across states/regions of Ayeyarwaddy, 
Chin, Magway, Rakhine and Sagaing. For treatment and prevention of moderate acute malnutrition (MAM) as well as 
prevention of stunting in Magway, Rakhine, Kachin and Shan, WFP nutrition support is provided to more than 28,000 
pregnant women and nursing mothers and 67,600 children under 2 and under 5. WFP provides daily on-site feeding of 
high energy biscuits to approximately 230,000 schoolchildren. WFP also supports 16,600 people living with HIV and TB 
clients to prevent malnutrition and improve the effectiveness of their treatment in Kachin, Magway, Rakhine, Shan, 
Yangon and Wa. WFP works with communities in vulnerable areas to create assets that help (re)build livelihoods and 
improve people’s food security and resilience in the long term. Under assets creation activities, WFP supports more than 
50,000 food-insecure and vulnerable people in Chin, Magway, Mon, Rakhine and Wa. 

Under the three-year protracted relief and recovery operation 

(PRRO) and in alignment with national priorities, WFP 

supports transition in Myanmar by providing assistance to and 

reducing food insecurity and undernutrition among the most 

vulnerable and food-insecure populations in Ayeyarwaddy, 

Chin, Kachin, Kayin, Kokang, Magway, Mandalay, Mon, 

Rakhine, Sagaing, Shan, Tanintharyi, Wa and Yangon. The 

bulk of WFP assistance in Myanmar is carried out through five 

major operational activities, namely relief, nutrition, support 

to people living with HIV and Tuberculosis (TB) clients, school 

feeding and assets creation. WFP actively engages with the 

Government to enhance national capacity in the areas of food 

security, emergency preparedness and response, social 

protection, health and education. WFP has been present in 

Myanmar since 1994. 

Schoolchildren in Wa Region having their very first high energy biscuits 
in this academic year.   
Photo: © WFP/ Aik Par 
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OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS  

PARTNERSHIPS  
WFP activities have been made possible through valued partnerships with the Government, 19 international and 12 local 
NGOs, as well as eight United Nations agencies. In addition to the Ministry of Education and the National Tuberculosis 
Programme, WFP works with Action Contre la Faime, All Country Agency for Rural Development, ACTED, Adventist 
Development and Relief Agency, Action for Green Earth, Asian Harm Reduction Network, Association of Medical Doctors 
of Asia, Ar Yone Oo, Community Association for Rural Development, Consortium of Dutch NGOs, Grassroots Empowerment 
and Ecosystem, Health Poverty Action, International Organization for Migration, Karuna Mission Social Solidarity, Malteser, 
Medical Action Myanmar, Médecins du Monde, Myanmar Health Assistance Association, Myanmar Heart Development 
Organization, Médecins Sans Frontière–Switzerland, Médecins Sans Frontière–Holland, Network Activities Group, Noble 
Compassionate Volunteers, Organization for Spiritual and Cultural Advancement, Partners, Plan Myanmar, Progetto 
Continenti, Première Urgence–Aide Médicale Internationale, Renewable Energy Association Myanmar, Rahmmonya Peace 
Foundation, Save the Children, Terre des Hommes Italia and World Vision as well as FAO, OCHA, UNAIDS, UNDP, UNFPA, 
UNHCR, UNICEF and WHO. 

COUNTRY BACKGROUND  
Myanmar, with a population of 51.4 million, is the second largest 

country in Southeast Asia. The nation’s economy is one of the least 

developed in the world and is suffering the effects of extended isolation 

and stagnation. Myanmar ranked 150th out of 187 countries in UNDP’s 

2014 Human Development Index. More than 13 million people or 26 

percent of Myanmar’s population live below the poverty line and close 

to three million people are considered food poor, spending a high 

percentage of their limited income on food with a restricted diet that 

does not meet all their consumption needs. The country has the third 

highest malnutrition rate in Southeast Asia with 35 percent stunting 

and 8 percent wasting prevalence for children under the age of five. 

Development in Myanmar are being compromised by ethnic conflicts 

and intercommunal violence, resulting in massive displacement of 

people. In terms of education, according to the latest statistics, the net 

enrolment rate in primary schools was close to 88 percent, and 75 

percent of children starting grade 1 reached grade 5, the last grade of 

primary school. However, the net completion rate was only 54 percent. 

Myanmar is prone to natural disasters, including floods, cyclones, 

earthquakes and drought. The country's vulnerability to bad weather 

and the Government’s poor emergency response capacity affect its 

socio-economic progress. Following the first elections in twenty years 

in 2010, a new civilian government was formed in March 2011. Important changes towards democratisation led to a 

progressive easing and suspension of the economic sanctions along with a renewed support from the international 

community. Notwithstanding the number of positive changes being witnessed lately, tangible progress in the areas of 

socio-economic development remains a challenge and may decelerate further in the lead-up to general elections on 8 

November 2015. WFP operates from the Country Office in Yangon, one Area Office and eight Sub-Offices.   

ACHIEVEMENTS ISSUES/CHALLENGES 

 Since the inception of its emergency flood response on 

2 August, 2015, WFP has been providing life-saving 

food assistance and has reached 455,269 people 

affected by the floods across eight states/regions as of 

4 September, completing the initial support. 

 In August, WFP accomplished an initial assessment on 

the post-conflict situation in Kokang Region. In 

September, WFP provided relief food assistance, which 

was indicated by the assessment as an immediate 

need, to more than 10,000 returnees in Kokang.   

 In September, WFP and the Ministry of Education 

officially resumed the national school feeding 

programme, which was suspended due to funding 

shortfall from November 2014 to February 2015. It was 

to be resumed after the school summer vacation, 

which was however postponed due to the unexpected 

flood emergency. In the 2015-2016 academic year, 

WFP aims to provide daily onsite feeding of high-

energy biscuits to more than 227,000 schoolchildren in 

almost 2,300 pre- and primary schools in the most 

food-insecure areas of four states and two regions. 

This will be the first time for schoolchildren in Kachin 

State to receive school feeding since the suspension 

due to the recurrent armed conflict in 2011. 

 WFP continued providing food for the boat people, who 

were temporarily accommodated in Maungdaw of 

Rakhine State. During August, more than 280 

confirmed Bangladeshi nationals were repatriated with 

the facilitation of governments and almost 100 

migrants remained in the camps.    

 Due to immediate funding shortfalls and limited 
resources in the country, WFP was obliged to reprioritise 
its programme activities in August and September. In 
August, in order to provide full rations to flood-affected 
populations across the country, WFP had to 
suspend/reduce rations to non-flood programmes, thus 
affecting IDPs, pregnant and lactating women (PLW), 
PLHIV/TB patients, asset creation beneficiaries and 
schoolchildren. In September, WFP was obliged to cut 
rations of pulses and oil to the flood-affected people in 

addition to the suspension of the nutrition support for 
PLW and PLHIV/TB patients as well as provision of food 
to asset creation beneficiaries.    

 Despite the fact that the humanitarian situation in and 
around Sumprabun Township of Kachin State has been 
exacerbated by the escalated fighting between 
government forces and the Kachin Independent Army 
(KIA), humanitarian organizations have not been 
allowed to access to the conflict-affected people.  

 At the early stages of the emergency flood response, 
humanitarian actors including WFP had difficulties in 
accessing many affected areas, especially in Chin State, 
where transportation routes were destroyed by the 
floods and landslides. With the help of the Government 
and commercial airlines, WFP managed to deliver food 
one week after the declaration of national disasters.   

 WFP’s assessment was confined to Tar Shwe Tang and 
Laukkaing Townships of Kokang on account of the ethnic 
armed group remaining in the northern most areas.  

 The Food Security and Poverty Estimation surveys, 
which were launched in July, have been interrupted by 
the following widespread floods and postponed until the 
situation is normalized.  
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