
  

 

 
  

 

MYANMAR CSSF PROGRAMME SUMMARY 

PROGRAMME TITLE: Myanmar Programme 

HMG Partners  
(LEAD in bold) 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO), Department for International 
Development (DFID) 

 

COUNTRY AND REGION: Myanmar, Asia Pacific  

UNIQUE ID: CSSF-09-000001  
DAC Code: 15220  

PROGRAMME DURATION: May 2015 – March 2020 
Start Date: May 2015 End Date: March 2020 

IF A NEW PROGRAMME FOR THIS FY, HAVE ANY ELEMENTS DERIVED FROM OLDER 
PROGRAMMES? IF YES, WHICH ONES? : N/A 

FY 19-20 BUDGET 
ALLOCATION: 

ODA: £4.75m Non-ODA: £0.25m  

CONTACT DETAILS JointFundsUnit@fco.gov.uk 

PROJECT/ COMPONENT LEAD 
DEPT 

IMPLEMENTING 
ORGANISATION 

Implementing 
Partner Type 
 

CONTRACT 
START/END 
DATES 

FY19-20 
BUDGET 
(ODA/Non-
ODA) 

  

Direct support to the peace 
process and peacebuilding 
through the financing of the 
multi-donor Joint Peace Fund 

DFID  UN Office for 
Project Services 
and Nordic 
International 
Support 
Foundation  

NGO December 
2015 – 
March 2020 

£0.72m/£0    

Strengthening Myanmar’s 
peace process through 
mediation and negotiation 
skills training for key 
stakeholders  

FCO  Inter Mediate  NGO January 2018 
– March 
2020 

£0.69m/£0     

 Improving public 
administration approaches to 
safety and security 

FCO  The Asia 
Foundation  

NGO November 
2016 – 
March 2021 

£0.98m/£0     

Strengthening community-led 
mechanisms for safer 
communities in Yangon and 
Mandalay 

FCO  ActionAid 
Myanmar  

NGO December 
2016 – 
March 2020 

£0.27m/£0   

Strengthening community 
security and reforming the 
security sector  

FCO  Saferworld NGO January 2019 
– March 
2020 

£0.8m/£0     

Enhancing understanding of 
northern Rakhine State though 
satellite imagery and 
geospatial technologies 

FCO United Nations 
Institute for 
Training and 
Research 

UN 
Organisation 

October 2018 
– March 
2020 

£0.085m/£0   

Reconciliation pilot for ethnic 
communities in northern 
Rakhine 

FCO Centre for Social 
Integrity 

NGO December 
2018 – 
March 2020 

£0.25m/£0   

Promoting domestic 
accountability and supporting 
international accountability 

FCO International 
Commission of 
Jurists 

NGO July 2019 – 
March 2020 

£0.1m/£0   

Cross-border workshop FCO Saferworld NGO TBC £0.105m/£0   

Security sector advisers FCO  N/A N/A TBC £0.25m/ 
£0.25m 
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Programme delivery FCO FCO N/A May 2015 – 
March 2020 

£0.5m/£0   

WHAT SUPPORT IS THE UK PROVIDING? 

 
The UK plays an extensive role in supporting Myanmar’s transition towards a more peaceful, stable, 
democratic and pluralistic society. We work with both the government and civil society in addressing issues 
of conflict, peace building, governance reform and reconciliation, as well as helping to strengthen the 
country’s institutions to better respond to the needs of its people. The CSSF Myanmar programme operates 
alongside a substantial DFID development programme. It complements and is part of wider UK Government 
engagement, including specific links to existing programmes, and adds value by increasing the UK 
Government’s effectiveness in addressing the underlying drivers of conflict in Myanmar. Through the CSSF 
the UK is supporting Myanmar in three key areas: 
 
Community security  
The UK supports good governance in Myanmar, focusing on safety in urban communities. This community 
security led approach will build local security actors’ responsiveness to public needs and inculcate an 
interagency response to security needs under a new national crime prevention strategy. The work has 
involved mapping risks to wider public safety, focusing on collaboration between the authorities and the 
public to address issues around personal safety including tackling the threats faced by women and girls and 
other vulnerable members of society. The aim is to make security provision more responsive, inclusive and 
accountable, and addressing the needs of all of Myanmar’s diverse communities. 
 
Conflict resolution 
The Myanmar CSSF Programme funds critical support for the peace process, with the aim of increasing the 
inclusivity of negotiations, enhancing the quality of dialogue between stakeholders and helping the public to 
engage more in the process. Our programming on peace process support takes a portfolio approach. The UK 
provides support to all participants in the formal peace process both through our bilateral project with funded 
specialist negotiation advice to the most senior figures shaping the peace process to facilitate and keep the 
talks on track, and also through our multilateral Joint Peace Fund project which provides technical and financial 
support to the government, ethnic organisations and civil society. 
 
Rakhine 
The UK funds projects working towards reconciliation and rehabilitation among communities in Rakhine, 
much of which is designed to build a better understanding of how to approach this sensitive work. CSSF 
funds have been used to invest in community and youth capacity and leadership to better prevent violence in 
Northern Rakhine and address the drivers of prejudice and discrimination and support effective 
accountability mechanisms. The UK is working to enhance understanding of land use changes in Northern 
Rakhine to improve our ability to understand what is being done in villages where Rohingya lived. The UK 
will take a cross-border approach to support affected communities on both sides of the border, with the aim 
that Rohingya should eventually be able to return to Myanmar in a safe, dignified and voluntary manner.  
 

WHY IS UK SUPPORT NEEDED? 

 
Myanmar is emerging from half a century of authoritarian rule. Decades of corrupt, inept and ruthless 
leadership have left the country divided by active armed conflict and lagging behind on almost all the human 
development indices relative to the region. Over the last decade there has been progress. The elections in 
2015 were the most democratic since the military took power. And economic reforms are underway. 
 
Although the 2015 elections saw a resounding win for Aung San Suu Kyi’s (ASSK’s) National League for 
Democracy (NLD) party, the constitution means the military remain in charge of large parts of the 
administration and economy, and are incontestable in that role. In August 2017, in response to Rohingya 
militant attacks on police posts, the Tatmadaw and ethnic Rakhine launched widespread, brutal attacks on 
Rohingya villages. The UN Fact Finding Mission has described it as ethnic cleansing. There is ongoing fighting 



  

 

 
  

 

between ethnic armed organisations and the military in several of Myanmar’s border regions, with large 
numbers of people displaced by the violence. 
 
Myanmar will need international support if it is to achieve stability and deliver reform. The UK is in a unique 
position to support Myanmar as it continues through its transition to a more democratic, pluralist state. Our 
long-standing historic ties and our deep country understanding give us a singular ability to deliver influence. 
The UK is the second largest bilateral donor.  
 
At the programmatic level, there are significant safety and security challenges in Myanmar. Public service 
providers have limited experience in working together to tackle risks of violence and other crimes. The UK 
has substantial global experience in addressing these needs. Aung San Suu Kyi made peace her top priority 
when she became State Counsellor 2016. The UK has been providing high-level advice and strengthening 
the capacity at different levels of the main parties to the peace process. Working for satisfactory resolution of 
the Rohingya crisis and supporting effective accountability processes in Rakhine are two of the UK’s top 
priorities in the region. Despite the complexity of the problems, and the limited access to conflict affected 
Northern Rakhine, the CSSF is looking to complement existing DFID funding to address the drivers of 
conflict and instability in Rakhine State, and to advance the cause of accountability and reconciliation.  
 

WHICH HMG OBJECTIVES AND IF SPENDING ODA WHICH SDG’S (GOALS, TARGETS AND 
INDICATORS) DOES THIS CONTRIBUTE TO? 
 

 
The Myanmar CSSF Programme is focused on delivering National Security Objective 2 (projecting our 
influence).  
 
In Myanmar, the CSSF funds different non-governmental organisations to run programmes, using mostly 
ODA, to support peacebuilding activities, governance and security. This works towards overarching UK 
objectives in Myanmar to promote democracy, human rights and rule of law, and to build stability and reduce 
conflict. 
 
This programme is ODA eligible under the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) 
Development Assistance Committee's revised directive on peace and security. The UK aid strategy (2015) 
sets out the UK Government’s objectives to use its ODA budget to strengthen global peace, security and 
governance by investing more to tackle the causes of instability, insecurity and conflict, and tackle crime and 
corruption. 
 
This programme works towards Sustainable Development Goal 16 to promote peaceful and inclusive 
societies for sustainable development, provide access to justice for all and build effective, accountable and 
inclusive institutions at all levels. 
 
The UK’s specific country objectives on Myanmar to which the CSSF programme contributes are as follows: 
 
Good governance: Parliamentary democracy and civilian control embedded, rule of law strengthened to 
protect citizen’s rights. 
Conflict resolution: Progress towards a comprehensive nationwide peace settlement/framework, and long 
term solutions for all IDPs and Refugees. 
 
The CSSF programme supports HMG’s Rohingya Strategy, supporting our priorities on accountability, safety 
and security. 

 

WHAT RESULTS DOES THE UK EXPECT TO ACHIEVE? 

 
This programme should deliver the following overarching outputs over the following five years: 



  

 

 
  

 

• Greater opportunities and increased avenues for all groups to engage with the peace process. High 
quality research and technical advice made available to all the main parties to the peace process. 
Civil society organisations, government, political parties and ethnic armed organisations are enabled 
to design, implement and participate effectively in formal and informal consultations, dialogues and 
negotiations.  

• Politicians, security actors and the public reshape community security approaches, including for the 
prevention of violence against women and girls.  

• Formal and informal conflict management mechanisms are strengthened to amicably resolve and/or 
prevent conflict. 

• Promotion of community engagement in Rakhine, building our understanding of potential security 
risks and supporting accountability.  

 
These outputs should contribute to the following outcomes: 

• Maintained engagement from strengthened stakeholders and institutions on the Peace Process. Key 
actors are more capable and motivated to reach agreement on sustainable peace. A more 
sustainable, inclusive and representative peace process settlement is reached that enjoys wider 
support across Myanmar. 

• Security provision is more responsive, inclusive and accountable, based on the needs of all of 
Myanmar’s diverse communities. Authorities are motivated to be collaborative with communities and 
respond to the needs of its inhabitants. 

• Increased resilience amongst local actors to address and reduce gradually the levels of violent and 
non-violent conflict.  

• Communities in Rakhine are able to co-exist peacefully and accountability mechanisms are 
strengthened. Equal rights for all Myanmar people, including the Rohingya. 

 

 


