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1 FSIN food security classifications are made pre-monsoon, mid-monsoon and post-monsoon. Classifications included in the table above detail the last three 

classifications observed in periodic monitoring rounds prior to the monthly report.   
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Purpose and Interpretation: Food Security Updates (FSUs) have two key components; 1) an Early Warning (EW) section and 2) a Situation Report (SitRep) from 
main States and Regions.  The EW section outlines the key events occurring throughout Myanmar that are currently impacting the food security situation. By 
highlighting these events, it is possible to identify townships where food security status is likely to deteriorate in the short term, facilitating decision-making and 
response. Methodologically, WFP classifies the severity of shocks as Low, Moderate or High, depending on the likelihood that a shock is significant enough to 
result in deteriorations in key food security indicators as defined by the Food Security Information Network (FSIN). Indicator scores are then summed to 
determine a shock severity score. This methodology is summarized below.  The SitRep, by contrast, provides general information on a monthly basis about the 
food security situation in key Regions and States in Myanmar. SitReps summarize the evolving food security situation and help provide context to more in-depth 
FSIN periodic monitoring rounds. 

Source of information: Information included in Food Security Updates (FSUs) comes from a variety of sources, including observations from field staff, 
information from assessment activities, community reports or requests for assistance, government requests for action and information from media outlets. 
Monthly Updates can be accessed online at http://www.fsinmyanmar.net. 

FSIN Food Security Classifications FSIN Key Indicators Shock impact on each 
indicator is estimated 
and scored as follows: 

Low=1 
Moderate=2 
High=3 

Shock severity scoring is sum of  indicator 
scores, categorized as follows:  

Low severity <12 
Mod severity  12 to 17 
High severity >17 

 Generally food secure  Crop Production  Hunger 
 Moderately food insecure  Food stocks  Acute malnutrition  
 Highly food insecure  Market stocks  Disease 
 Severe Situation  Purchasing power  Migration 
 Emergency Situation  Dietary diversity  Coping 

Early Warning Report:  Key Shocks Reported in September 

Severity Shock State Township 

Shock 
severity 

score 

Recent FSIN 
classifications

1
 Direct effect and likely human impact 
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Floods/ 
Landslides 
 
 
 

N. Shan 

Lashio 3 
 In last week of September, heavy rains led to floods and 

landslides in Kutkai and Lashio townships.  As a result, one 
bridge was damaged and transportation between Lashio 
and Mone Yaw was disrupted. Kutkai 3 

 

Chin 

Hakha 5 

 In September, heavy rains in Chin washed away a bridge 
between Hakha and Gangaw, blocking the main road 
between southern Chin and central Myanmar. Also, 
numerous other landslides blocked main roads across the 
state. In Limkhai and Lezang village in Tedim township, 
landslides damaged or destroyed upland paddy crops as 
well, though the acreage impacted was minimal. 

Tedim 5 

 

Heavy 
rains/ pest 
infestations 

Chin 

Falam 6 
 In Hakha and Falam, a combination of heavy rains and wild 

animals (including parrots and wild pigs) damaged or 
destroyed maize fields. According to field reports, Hmunli,  
Zokhua, Leium, Lungrang, Leipi and Bungtuah areas were 
most impacted, with 30 to 50 % of the maize crop 
damaged or destroyed. Given these losses, overall maize 
production is projected to be lower in these areas.  

Hakha 6 

 

Communal 
violence 

Rakhine Thandwe 11 N/A 

In late September, Kaman Muslims in and around 
Thandwe were attacked by the local Rakhine community.  
According to latest figures, approximately 100 homes were 
burned and close to 500 people were displaced. At least 
five people were killed.  The international community is 
now looking into the needs of the displaced populations. 
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Actions Taken/ Needed 
In Shan, Chin and Rakhine, FSIN partners will continue to monitor the situation.  No immediate action planned, given the localized nature of the 

landslides and flooding which occurred.  In Chin, the impact of heavy rains and pest infestations in Hakha and Falam will be examined in more detail in 

the mid monsoon food security monitoring round, which has recently concluded.  In Rakhine, food sector partners assisted in an OCHA coordinated 

Multi-sector Initial Rapid Assessment, looking into the immediate needs of populations displaced as a result of the latest outbreak of communal 

violence.  
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FSIN Situation Report 

Kachin State 

The monsoon cropping season continues on schedule in most areas of Kachin, with paddy fields weeded during September and 
land preparation on-going for coming winter crops (vegetables, etc).  In Bhamo, Myitkyina and Waingmaw, however, certain 
conflict affected villages remain unable to access croplands and thus cultivate either monsoon paddy or winter crops.  While largely 
a localized issue in Myitkyina and Bhamo (affecting less thatn 10% of villages), the inability to access croplands was a much more 
significant problem in Waingmaw.  Most of the displaced community from Waingmaw remained unable to cultivate while an 
additional 2,500 people from Sagapa village tract requested food assistance from the government during the lean season as they 
could either not access farmland or had lost their buffalo due to the conflict.  

In Bhamo and Waingmaw, both high and low quality rice prices have increased since the monsoon season started, which is partially 
due to typical seasonal increases and partially a result of the ongoing conflict. Overall, the average price of low quality rice 
increased by 52% (560 MMK/Kg). To complicate matters, job opportunity decreased in September as the planting season is over. 

In terms of the IDPs, WFP and food sector partners continued to provide food to IDPs in government controlled areas, reaching 
approximately 30,000 IDPs in the month of September.   In addition, IDP populations from all camps in Myitkyina,  Waingmaw, 
Mohnyin, Moe Gaung and Chipwe townships received cash grants (6,000 MMK/ person per month) either from KBC and Shalom 
(funded by OXFAM), or from KMSS.  METTA who previously provided cash grants (of 7,500 MMK/month) to IDPs in Moemauk, 
Laiza, Mansi, Shwe Gu and Bhamo were unable to continue assistance in each of these camps in August (due to budgetary 
reasons).  Instead, METTA was only able to continue assistance in Moemauk and Laiza.  

In addition to the usual assistance to IDPs in government controlled areas, four convoys were approved by the Government to 
deliver assistance to IDPs in non-government controlled areas, with 3 of the four convoys serving IDPs in Laiza the fourth serving 
IDPs in Maijayang.  Convoys to Laiza and Maijayang distributed a total of 183 Mts of food, covering the needs of more than 22,000 
IDPs.  Full relief rations (rice, pluses, oil, salt and blended food) were provided to camps that were not receiving on-going food 
assistance while only salt and pluses were provided to camps which were already receiving food assistance from other 
organizations.  WFP also provided “half rations” for teachers and volunteer at the all camps.   

Overall, no significant problems with disease or malnutrition were reported amongst IDPs in government controlled areas. In non- 
government controlled areas, however, the health and nutrition situation appeared more fragile.  

Firewood scarcity also continues to be a significant challenge for IDPs in both government and non-government controlled areas. 

Shan State 

In northern Shan, maize harvests began in September, with yields reportedly normal in certain areas (namely in Muse Township) 
and lower than normal in others.  Lower yields were due to heavier than normal rain at key periods in the cropping season.  
Alongside maize, tea harvests continued in Manton and Konkyan townships and lowland paddy harvests began in Muse township. 
In Laukai township, walnut harvests were reportedly completed in September as well. 

Monsoon paddy as well as sugarcane production is on-going as usual. Problems were only reported in Lashio township where pest 
infestations impacted paddy production and in Htike Pyin Shan (Laukai township) where farmers could not afford inputs and seeds.    

In southern Shan, upland paddy, groundnut and maize harvests were ongoing in Hsihseng township, while weeding of paddy, 
maize, avocado and coffee plants were ongoing in Hopong.  Crop production was proceeding as normal with only localized 
disruptions reported, including localized rodent infestations in Hsihseng and lack of labour/ agricultural inputs in Hopong.  Labour 
shortages in Hopong were reportedly a result of an influx of casual work opportunities on poppy plantations (which pay higher 
wages than more conventional agricultural activities).  

In Phekon, weeding of paddy and chili crops were on-going, though significant problems with pests and crop diseases were 
reported.  According to local reports, paddy and chili farmers (in a number of villages in the central and southern parts of the 
township) were expecting yields to be 30- 40% lower than normal due to insects, rodents and leave disease.  

In northern and southern Shan, migration for work was commonly reported in September.  In northern Shan (Laukai and Konkyan), 
farmers continued to migrate to China once harvests were complete. In southern Shan, the majority left their villages to work on 
poppy fields or in mines (particularly in Phekon).   In northern Shan, there were reports of significant increases in rice prices as a 
result of migrant populations and fluctuations in the exchange rate of the Chinese Yuan. 

There were no significant reports of disease outbreaks or nutrition problems in Shan State in September.  Field staff did report, 
however, the expected seasonal illnesses, with many children reportedly suffering from influenza, respiratory infections and 
diarrhoea. The spread of these illnesses should decline as the monsoon season comes to an end.   

In terms of IDPs, WFP and food sector partners continued to provide assistance to 20 different IDP camps in northern Shan/ 
southern Kachin.  Overall, 129.4 MTs of food were distributed in Septmeber, serving close to 8,000 IDPs. As there are indications 
that some IDPs were able to return to their villages to cultivate this monsoon season, the WFP sub office in Lashio intends to look 
more closely at the livelihood situation, to explore to what extent IDPs have been able to re-start traditional income generating 
activities.  Results of this exercise will dictate future plans for assistance.  

Notably, an ECHO mission visited northern Shan in September to monitor the on-going assistance provided to IDPs by WFP and 
food sector partners.  Staff from UNHCR, WFP and NGOs accompanied the mission.  Overall, positive reports emerged from the 
monitoring mission.  



  
 

Rakhine State 

In Rakhine state, weeding of paddy crops was on-going in September.  In Maungdaw township, paddy crops were reportedly 
infested by rice case worms in certain villages (particularly conflict-affected Rakhine villages), but overall, according to the 
Department of Agriculture, only 60 acres or so were deemed to be infested, representing less than 1% of the area under cultivation 
in this monsoon season.  Thus, little impact on overall production is expected. In Buthidaung and Rathedaung, there were also 
reports of rice case worm infestations, but the acreage affected again is not significant enough to impact overall cultivation totals. 
Notably, rice case worm infestation is a common problem for monsoon paddy crops. 

In September, monsoon rains continued to hinder fishing activities.   According to Department of Fisheries (Maungdaw district), 
fishing activities were not possible for about one week in Maungdaw and slightly less than one week (4 days in Buthidaung) due to 
bad weather.  This was projected to lower fish and shrimp production by 17% and 10% in Maungdaw and by 5% and 28% in 
Buthidaung.   

In September, prices of staple foods remained depressed overall, likely as a result of continued low household purchasing power.  
In southern parts of Maungdaw, however, transportation difficulties related to the monsoon rains resulted in food shortages and 
thus higher than normal prices in Alel Than Kyaw Zay Kon Tan market.  

In central and southern Rakhine, more communal violence was reported between Muslim and Rakhine communities.  Between 
September 29nth and October 1st, Kaman Muslims in and around Thandwe were attacked by the local Rakhine community.  
According to latest figures, approximately 100 homes were burned and close to 500 people were displaced. At least, five people 
were killed.  A rapid assessment is being conducted by the international community amongst the affected and displaced 
communities in order to better understand and respond to immediate needs.  

In September, WFP and food sector partners continued to provide assistance to more than 125,000 IDPs in central and northern 
Rakhine, distributing 2,064 MT of food in Sittwe, Kyauk Phyu, Kyauk Taw, Minbya, Mrauk U, Myaebon, Pauktaw,  Ramree and 
Maungdaw.  In northern Rakhine, WFP also distributed protracted relief rations to more than 60,000 people in Maungdaw, 
Buthidaung and Rathedaung, covering close to 14,000 at-risk children and pregnant and lactating women.  

In northern Rakhine, children were suffering from seasonal diseases, with ACF reporting that diarrhea, fever and pneumonia were 
most common illnesses affecting severely malnourished children. In Ohn Daw Gyi IDP camp in Sittwe, WASH partners reported and 
responded to significant outbreaks of Acute Watery Diarrhea (AWD).  

Magway Region 

Planting and harvesting of pulses is on-going throughout Magway region and reports of crop losses are emerging related to the 
heavy rains in the late monsoon season.  Chauk, Natmauk, Pauk and Yenangyaung townships appear most affected, though it’s 
difficult to quantify the level of affectedness or pinpoint whether losses will have any long term impact on households.  Notably, in 
other townships (particularly Myaing), there were continuing reports of too little rain which was projected to impact the success of 
paddy and groundnut crops which were planted this month.  In both Yenangyaung and Myaing, land preparation is on-going for the 
next crops, namely pigeon pea, green gram, sunflower and cotton. 

The price of sesame increased in September but the bulk of farmers were not able to benefit, as most sold their stocks immediately 
following the July/ Augusts harvests.  Job opportunities in Pauk, Natmauk and Yesagyo increased during August and September. In 
Pauk, villagers in certain areas reported incomes as high as 3,500 Kyats per day by foraging in nearby forests and selling the items 
gathered (including bamboo shoots, mushrooms and vegetables).  

In September, there were no reports of major health issues, though seasonal illnesses were reported, including influenza and 
Dengue.   

Chin State 

In September, heavy rains caused a series of landslides, primarily impacting roads and causing transportation difficulties across the 
state.  Importantly, a bridge on the road between Gangaw and Hakha was washed away by one such landslide, blocking a main 
route from Chin to the central part of Myanmar.  Heavy rains, combined with wild animals, also impacted maize crops in Falam and 
Hakha.  Estimates were that as much as 30-50% of the maize crop was impacted in certain areas.  Elsewhere across the state, the 
maize harvest continued with few reports of serious disruptions or losses.  

Rice and fuel prices continued to increase in September, with blame largely resting on the transportation difficulties caused by 
heavy rains and landslides.  On a positive note, employment opportunities as well as wages, gradually increased in September as a 
result of the maize harvest.   Employment opportunities as well as wages were also boosted by the Mining Company and 
Construction Business, which only recently began work in Chin state.  

There were no serious reports of health issues in September. 

Sagaing Region 

In Monywa, sesame and other pulses were planted in September. Notably, localized floods and pest infestations reportedly 
damaged crops in certain areas, though impacts were minimal with less than 10% of crops damaged in affected areas. Few job 
opportunities and low wages were reported as continuing problems, forcing villagers to migrate to other parts of Myanmar for 
work opportunities. While migration is typical in the area, reports in September indicate that the number migrating was higher 
than usual by as much as 10-40%. There were no reports of major health issues in Monywa in September, though “seasonal fevers” 
were commonly reported.   

Pest infestations were reported in Myinmu township, impacting between 10% and 40% of crops in as many as 10% of villages.  
Migration was reportedly elevated in September as well.  

The FSIN is a network of technical experts and information managers from lead food security stakeholders. The FSIN seeks to improve information systems by 
facilitating information flow, harmonizing assessment activities and managing a coordinated Food security Monitoring System (FSMS). To date there are 
29members of the FSIN, including UN agencies, INGOs as well as local NGOs and CBOs. For more information on the FSIN please visit 
http://www.fsinmyanmar.net or contact Thaung.htay@wfp.org 
 

The FSIN receives funding from the Livelihoods and Food Security Trust Fund (LIFT) 
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