
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

3,134 mt of food assistance distributed 

US$488,779 m cash based transfers made 

US$25.5 m six months (April-September 2018) 

net funding requirements, representing 8.2% of 
total needs 
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Credit: WFP/Ni Ni Thaung 
Caption: WFP staff assists with distributing chickpeas 

to a food-insecure woman from a vulnerable 
community in Maungdaw District of Rakhine State. 
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In Numbers 

52% 48% 

Operational Context 

 
Myanmar, the second largest country in Southeast Asia, is 

amidst an important political and socio-economic 
transformation. The country is highly susceptible to natural 

disasters, ranking 2nd out of 187 countries in the global 

climate risk index. An estimated 37.5 percent of its 53 million 
population living near or below the poverty line. Most people in 

the country struggle with physical, social and economic access 

to sufficient, safe and nutritious food with women, girls, 

elderly, persons with disabilities and minorities affected most. 

Nearly one in three children under the age of five suffers from 

chronic malnutrition (stunting) while wasting prevails at seven 

percent nationally. Myanmar is one of the world's 20 high 
tuberculosis (TB) burden countries. It is also among the 35 

fast-track priority countries accounting for 90 percent of new 

HIV infections globally.  

Ethnic conflicts and violence continue to exacerbate an already 

fragile situation with over one million people displaced from 

their places of origin since June 2011. With restrictions on 
movement and lack of access to livelihoods, many conflict 

affected populations rely on external assistance for their 

survival. The attacks on the border outposts in August 2017 
and ensuing violence forced nearly 700,000 Muslims living in 

Rakhine State to flee Myanmar and seek refuge in 

neighbouring Bangladesh leading to a humanitarian crisis and 

activation of WFP’s corporate Level 3 response.  

WFP implemented its first operation in Myanmar in 1978 in 

Rakhine State and established its first office in 1994. 

2016 Human Development Index: 

145 out of 188 

Chronic malnutrition: 29% of 

children under the age of five 

Population: 53.2 million 

Income Level: Lower middle 

March 2018 

272,968 people 

assisted 

in March 2018 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 

 WFP successfully completed the March food 
distributions in Rakhine State. In Maungdaw District, 
WFP assisted 64,999 conflict-affected people, 
including 2,152 pregnant and lactating women and 
adolescent girls and 8,723 children under the age of 
five, from Muslim, Buddhist and Hindu communities 
in 114 villages of Buthidaung and Maungdaw 
Townships. In Sittwe District, WFP reached 113,517 
internally displaced persons (IDPs) and other conflict 
affected populations in townships of Kyaukpyu, 
Kyauktaw, Minbya, Mrauk-U, Myebon, Pauktaw, 
Rathedaung and Sittwe. WFP continued to collaborate 
with the Union Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and 
Resettlement as well as the State/District authorities 
for emergency assessments and delivery and 
distribution of food to IDPs and conflict affected 
populations. 

 At the request of the Government, FAO and WFP 
were ready to field a joint Crop and Food Security 
Assessment Mission (CSFAM) in Rakhine State. With 
no assessments authorized in Maungdaw District of 
Rakhine State since August 2017, CFSAM would 
provide a first composite picture of the food security 
situation in Rakhine State. The mission comprising 
the international and national experts was expected 
to begin in late April after the Myanmar New Year 
celebrations. 

 In March, WFP, in collaboration with the International 
Organization for Migration (IOM), initiated a 
nutritional support programme targeting 1,573 
people living with HIV and TB in nine townships of 
Kayin and Mon States. 

 WFP received in March generous contributions from 
the governments of the European Union (EUR 0.8 
million/ US$ 0.98 million), Switzerland (CHF 2.5 
million/ US$ 2.66 million), and Turkey (US$ 0.1 
million) in support of relief food and nutrition 
assistance for emergency response to Rakhine crisis 
and other most urgent needs countrywide.  

 WFP’s funding shortfall amounted to US$ 25.5 million 
to cover all food assistance needs of IDPs and other 
most vulnerable populations through September 
2018. 

Contact info: wfpmyanmar.pi@wfp.org 

Country Director: Dom Scalpelli 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/myanmar  
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WFP Country Strategy 
 

Total Requirement 
(in USD) 

Confirmed 
Contributions  
(in USD) 

Six Month 
Net Funding 
Requirements  
(in USD) 

Country strategic plan 2018-2022 

310.8 m 23.9 m 25.5 m 

Strategic Result 1:  Everyone has access to food (SDG 
2.1) 

Strategic Outcome 1:  Crisis-affected people in food-insecure 
areas meet their food and nutrition needs all year round. 

263.9 m 19.0 m 23.2 m 

Strategic Result 2: End malnutrition (SDG 2.2)  

Strategic Outcome 2:  Vulnerable people in states and 
regions with high food insecurity and/or malnutrition have 

access to food all year round. 

46.9 m 4.9 m 2.3 m 

WFP Country Activities 

SO 1 

1 – Provide unconditional food transfers and/or 

cash-based transfers (CBTs) to populations 

affected by crisis. 

SO 2 

2 – Provide technical advice, policy support and 

training for the Government to improve delivery 

of national social protection and emergency 

preparedness programmes and food systems. 

3 – Implement a comprehensive school feeding 

programme in targeted schools in support of the 

national programme. 

4 – Provide conditional food or cash-based 

assistance in support of the creation and 

rehabilitation of assets, combined with nutrition 
messaging for targeted populations. 

5 – Provide unconditional food and/or cash-

based assistance combined with nutrition 
messaging and counselling for people living with 

HIV and TB patients. 

SO 3 

6 – Provide implementation support, research-

based advice and technical assistance on 
national policies and action plans for the 

Government and partners. 

7 – Implement preventive nutrition interventions 
for adolescent girls, pregnant and lactating 

women and girls, and children under 2, and roll 

out community infant and young child feeding 
programmes, CBTs for mothers of young 

children, and social behaviour change 

communication (SBCC). 

8 – Provide specialized nutritious foods for the 

treatment and management of acute 

malnutrition among pregnant and lactating 

women and adolescent girls, and children under 
the age of five. 

Monitoring 

 WFP planned to roll out its SCOPE, a beneficiary 
transfer and management platform, in Kyauk Phyu 
and Myae Bon Townships of central Rakhine State 
where the majority of IDPs had enrolled for the 
National Verification Cards (NVCs). Taking into 
account the sensitivities of collecting personal data 
in Rakhine State, a comprehensive privacy impact 
assessment (PIA) would be carried out. 

 Due to lack of approval from the authorities, WFP 
continued to face difficulties in carrying out regular 
Activity Implementation Monitoring (AIM) in 
Maungdaw District of Rakhine State. Informal 
monitoring during emergency relief distributions 
visits were instead allowed and adopted. 

Challenges 

 In Maungdaw District of Rakhine State, the limited 
duration of travel authorizations for food 
distribution and monitoring in the field in March 
posed a challenge. The approval granted by the 
authorities allowed for only two weeks to finish 
distributions across 114 villages in total.  
 

 In March, WFP did not reach 25,004 of the 
targeted people in need of food assistance, largely 
due to access constraints in Maungdaw District of 
Rakhine State and non-government controlled 
areas of Kachin State.  

Best Practice 

In Pwintbyu Township of Magway Division, WFP 
facilitated an irrigation canal renovation project through 
its cooperating partner NGO Advancing Life and 
Regenerating Motherland (ALARM). As a result, a total 
of 9.6 km long inlet and outlet canals were renovated, 
whilst over 700 acres of adjacent land and 1,300 acres 
of flood-affected land were rehabilitated. Upon the 
completion of project, WFP distributed MMK 7,697,200 
cash (US$ 5,760) to 150 small and landless farmers 
who had participated in the project. Farmers were now 
able to grow wetland paddy and manage the canal in a 
sustainable way by forming canal maintenance 
committee and collecting user fees from farmers for 
future renovation. 

 

Donors in 2018 
Canada, Denmark, the European Union, Germany, Japan, the 

Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Myanmar Humanitarian 
Fund (MHF), the Republic of Korea, Poland, Switzerland, 

Republic of Turkey, United Nations Central Emergency Response 

Fund and Japan Association for WFP. 

 


