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Highlights 

 At least 1.5 million people are currently in need of 
assistance based on the March 2016 SETSAN 
assessment with concerning Global Acute 
Malnutrition rates in 3 provinces; 

 About 423,000 people received food assistance 
during April - May 2016 in Maputo, Gaza, 
Inhambane, Sofala, Manica, Zambézia and Tete 
provinces; 

 Government of China will provide 10,000 tons of 
rice to assist drought affected people; 

 The current funding gap to assist the drought 
affected people is approximately of US$ 179.6 
million; 

 The Ministry of Agriculture, based on the crop lost 
area, estimated that 459,000 farmers are currently 
affected by drought; 

 WFP will be assisting 100,000 students under 
Emergency School Feeding;  

  

 

Situation Overview 

The rainfall season 2015/2016 in Mozambique officially ended in March 2016 and the main agricultural harvest 

started especially in the North region and parts of Central Mozambique where crop production was successful. The 

behavior of the rain season was recorded as rainfall occurrence very below the average during October, November 

and December 2015 in almost entire South and Central region of the country. For the second period of the rain 

season – January, February and March 2016, despite the occurrence of significant rainfall in the North region – Cabo 

Delgado, Nampula provinces, and Central region – Tete and north of Zambézia provinces, in the entire South region 

including Sofala province, South of Manica and north of Niassa provinces prevailed rainfall deficit conditions. 

These rainfall conditions affected severely the rainfed agriculture activity, where in the South region almost all planted 

crops for the main season were lost due to drought. Fews Net update (May 2016) reports that rains in mid-March 

and relatively low temperatures have allowed for some second season planting in parts of the southern and central 

regions of the country. 
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The National Institute of Meteorology (INAM), indicates that in the coming months (June-August) the El Niño (ENSO) 

status will weaken significantly, facilitating the strengthening of La Niña signal for the coming rain season indicating 

occurrence of normal to above normal rainfall especially in the south and central region of the country. 

The drought affected population which requires humanitarian assistance in the south and central region of the country 

was estimated by Technical Secretariat of Food Security and Nutrition (SETSAN) in the assessment conducted in 

March 2016 to be 1.5 million people. Whereas SETSAN is preparing to conduct another food and nutrition security 

assessment in June 2016, this is the planning number being used by the government and partners in their response 

and resource mobilization actions. 

Due to the current situation of limited funds (Government and Partners) and response capacity in the country, it is 

important to prioritize the assistance to the drought affected population. To this end, FEWS NET analysis provides a 

breakdown in severity with estimates of 755,000 people in Crisis (IPC Phase 3), while 740,000 people are in Stressed 

(IPC Phase 2). The number of food insecure people is expected to increase during the peak of the lean season from 

October 2016 to March 2017 (FEWS NET update, May 2016). 

SETSAN data from March 2016 suggests that over 95,000 children will suffer from acute malnutrition over the next 

6 months in the six most drought affected provinces. This is a 30% increase on the November 2015 estimate. Whilst 

in a normal year acute malnutrition rates would decline after the harvest season, this year’s failed crops and rising 

inflation suggests that the nutrition situation may continue to deteriorate 

The Government and the humanitarian country team (HCT) with the resources guarantied so far (May 2016) will be 

able to assist with food at least 423,731 people in May and 321,640 people in June 2016. At the moment, the food 

assistance is being delivered in three modalities namely, general food distribution especially for vulnerable groups, 

food for assets and use of vouchers. Two other key sectors in the drought response are WASH and Nutrition where 

efforts are being carried out to provide safe drinking water to affected population as well as active identification and 

treatment of acute malnutrition cases in affected children and pregnant and lactating women at community and health 

unit levels. 

In April 2016, the Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security (MASA) conducted an assessment of the agricultural 

season 2015/2016. Preliminary results of this assessment indicates that about 864,201ha of several crops were lost 

and approximately 458,564 farmers are affected by drought being Sofala,Tete and Manica (in the central region), 

Gaza (in the southern region) the most affected provinces. Furthermore, about 692,606 cattle are at risk due to lack 

of water and fodder mainly in Maputo, Gaza and Inhambane provinces. 

Regardless of the drought impact in south and central region of the country, MASA assessment reports that there 

are good production perspectives in the north region and plateau area in the central region. The assessment also 

recommends a close monitoring in the agriculture commercialization campaign and coordinate with the Ministry of 

Industry and Commerce to ensure the purchase of cereals and pulses surplus within the country.  

According to FEWS NET (May 2016), in the north, the increasing availability of recently harvested maize grain has 

lowered prices by 36 percent on average from March to April, followed by a 13 percent decrease in the central region. 

In the other hand, maize grain prices have increased by 13 percent during the same period in the south region. MASA 

also reported that there was a reduction of 8 – 20% in cowpea price in the markets in the three regions of the country 

(Montepuez, Maputo, Maxixe and Cabo Delgado). 

Upon the activation of institutional red alert due to drought in the south and central region of the country, the HCT in 

close collaboration and coordination with the government prepared a strategic response plan (SRP) for the drought 

emergency. The main focus of the strategy is to assist 1.5 million people in the next 12 months (April 2016 – April 

2017) and the priority interventions currently identified are on food security, WASH, nutrition, protection and early 

recovery. The response plan intends to addresses short and medium term interventions through: 

 Provision of immediate life-saving assistance to the affected population (distribution of essential 

commodities); 

 Support the restoration of livelihoods of the affected population; 

 Mainstreaming of cross cutting issues (Resilience initiatives, Gender, Protection) in the drought response. 

The geographical targeting of the plan is the south and central region of the country in the seven provinces affected 

by drought. 
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Funding 

The funds made available recently by the central government to INGC as well as the existing funds of HCT members 

are very limited to respond the current demand for food, water and nutrition. After the activation of institutional red 

alert, the central government allocated the remaining funds budgeted for the Contingency plan of about 360 million 

MT (US$ 7.2 million). With these funds INGC was able to provide food assistance in April (219,000 people) and is 

planning for May (219,000 people) and June (140,000 people) 2016. 

The SRP for drought emergency is estimated to cost US$ 203,5 million and the funds available as of 30 April 2016 

was US$ 13,1 million. The current funding gap and required to scale up the ongoing assistance is approximately US$ 

190.5 million. The priority interventions currently identified in the plan are: food security (US$ 170 million), WASH 

(US$ 9.4 million), nutrition (US$ 9 million), protection (US$ 250,000) and early recovery (US$ 2.5 million). 

The Government and HCT members are working tirelessly on mobilizing additional funding to close the current gap 

and enabling to reach more people in need. Since the activation of Red alert till now (as of 26 May 2016), the HCT 

members received some contributions of approximately US$ 11.1 million for food security interventions, WASH, 

Nutrition and assessments as shown in the table below: 

Donor/Source Implementing/recipient 
agency 

Value (US$) Sector/Action 

Food for Peace (USA) WFP 3,997,559 Food assistance 

Multilateral, Private sector (Feed, 
Michael Kors, Yum brands), 
Sweden 

 

WFP 

 

2,976,266 

Food assistance including 
school feeding 

FAO - Special Fund for 
Emergency and Rehabilitation 
(SFERA); Technical Cooperation 
Projects; Italy 

 

FAO 

 

2,200,000 

Agriculture and Livestock; 
Provision improved 
seeds; Provision of water 
for livestock 

 

Italy 

ACAP, ASES, CESVI, 
Istituto OIKOS, Terre 

des Hommes 

 

1,071,444 

Food security, WASH and 
Nutrition 

IFRC DREF (Netherlands and 
Japan) 

 

Mozambique Red Cross 
(CVM) 

 

358,496 

Nutrition; Food security – 
food assistance and 
provision of improved 
seeds 

OFDA/USAID IOM 150,000 WASH and 
Communication 

BPPS HQ – UNDP New York UNDP 100,000 Needs assessment and 
strategic communication 

Plan International internal funds Plan International 79,000 School feeding 

German Federal Ministry for 
Economic Cooperation and 
Development - BMZ 

Mozambique and 
German Red Cross 

55,920.50 Nutrition; Food security – 
Provision improved 
seeds; water pumps for 
irrigation; WASH-Safe 
drinking water 

ONE UN - Flanders WHO 50,000 Inpatient SAM case 
management/Disease 
surveillance 

UNFPA core funds UNFPA 20,000 Needs assessment 

TOTAL 11,058,686 
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Besides the contributions mentioned in the table above, the Government of China will donate 10,000 tons of rice to 

the Government of Mozambique to assist the drought affected population. Furthermore, the Government through 

INGC is in contact with African Development Bank and Japan to seek more support for the drought response.  

With the recent contributions received by HCT members, the funding gap lowers to US$ 179.4 million. Most of the 

HCT members developed and submitted a number of proposals to potential donors and still awaiting for decision. 

 

Humanitarian Response 
The response actions to the current drought in the country are in Maputo, Gaza, Inhambane, Manica, Sofala and 

Tete provinces. The actions consist of food assistance, drilling/rehabilitation of water boreholes and in some cases 

water trucking to affected communities.  

 Food Security 

Needs: 

 Based on the latest food security and nutrition assessment carried out by the 

Technical Secretariat for Food Security and Nutrition (SETSAN) in April 2016 at 

least 1.5 million people are acutely food insecure and in need of assistance. 

Additionally, an analysis on food insecurity made available by the Famine Early Warning Systems Network 

(FEWS NET) indicates that half of them, namely 755,000 people are in crisis (Integrated Phase Classification 

– IPC - phase 3); 

 In this context, the food security cluster through its members and based on the SRP is planning to assist 1.5 

million people in the coming months. WFP alone is scaling up its food assistance plans and aims to reach 

700,000 people in the next 12 months through Food Assistance for Assets (600,000 people) and General 

Food distribution (100,000 people) programmes; COSACA is planning to assist gradually up to 500,000 

people (100.000 HHs) for the next 10 months through food assistance through vouchers  

 It is important to mention as well that the impact of the drought on education is resulting in reduced school 

attendance rates and increased drop-out rates as children have to work or look for food to support the family 

or are simply too weak to attend classes. A joint assessment mission conducted by the Humanitarian Country 

Team (HCT), the National Institute for Disaster Management (INGC) and the Ministry of Education and 

Human Development (MINEDH), in April found that, due to the severity of the drought, about 50% of school 

children in the most affected areas in Gaza and Inhambane provinces were missing out on school;    

 In light of this situation the Ministry of Education and Human Development (MINEDH) requested WFP to 

provide immediate food assistance through on-site daily school meals for some 100,000 school children in 

Gaza and Inhambane provinces. WFP managed to mobilize 100% of the required funds and will be starting 

with the implementation from next July until the end of the school year in November 2016. Priority for 

emergency school feeding assistance will be given to schools in the most affected areas as identified through 

IPC classification and where drop-out rates are highest. 

 

Response: 

 From February to May 2016 a total of 32,825 beneficiaries were supported through Food Assistance for 

Assets programmes in Massangena, Chigubo and Guijá districts in Gaza province and Mutarara district in 

Tete province; 

 With currently available funds, WFP will be assisting 363,000 drought-affected people during the coming 

months. This includes approximately 263,000 persons under Food for Assets activities from June to August 

2016 and 100,000 students under Emergency School Feeding (ESF) from June to the end of the current 

school year in November 2016. In addition, WFP is preparing trainings for school and district education staff 

on ESF management and monitoring and will provide the most need schools with cooking/eating utensils 

and water storage tanks; 

1.5 million 
people in need of food 

assistance 
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 Food security cluster members have taken steps to better harmonize their approach to implementation of 

cash-based food assistance programmes. WFP is currently preparing a market assessment to identify areas 

where a Cash-for-Assets pilot intervention can be implemented. COSACA has been distributing food 

vouchers to a total of 24,804 households, being 10,000 in Gaza (Chicualacuala, Guija, Mabalane and 

Chigubo) and 14,804 in Inhambane (Funhalouro, Homoine, Mabote,and Govuro) provinces from January till 

March 2016. In May, a total of 4,500 HHs benefited in Inhambane of food vouchers in Funhaloro, Mabote 

and Govuro. An additional round of food voucher will be distributed to the same communities in June 2016. 

In order to harmonize the interventions approaches, for food vouchers, partners agreed to use a standard 

value of USD50 per household per month, corresponding to the cost of a basic food ration on the local 

markets. This will be periodically reviewed to adjust for possible market price increases; 

 Agricultural production of vegetables in the low lands will also be supported in an effort to diversify the food 

sources and protect the livelihoods of the affected households. In this sense FAO is preparing an intervention 

to provide horticulture seed for 23,000 households of the provinces of Maputo (districts of Magude, Matutuíne 

and Moamba), Gaza (districts of Chicualacuala, Chigubo, Guijá, Mabalane, Massingir and Massangena) and 

Tete (Cahora Bassa and Changara). Apart from this assistance for agricultural production the support will 

include interventions to improve access to water for human, cattle and home gardens through the 

construction of temporary wells in the bad of the rivers (50), drilling multifunctional boreholes (10) and 

commissioning studies for the rehabilitation of natural water reservoirs; 

 From the current June 2016, Plan international is providing school feeding to 1,753 students from 11 Schools 

in Panda district, Inhambane province for a period of 4 months; 

 World Vision is distributing seeds in Chibuto and Guijá districts in Gaza province, to around 4000 
households; 

 Red Cross (RC) in Chibuto District is providing seeds for 200 vulnerable families (2,500 kg of maize and 
cassava, 40kg of vegetable seeds). RC in Chibuto is also providing six water pumps for irrigation system 
able to cover 2ha each; 

 Key members of the Food Security Cluster, including WFP, COSACA, World Vision, German Agro Action 

and Jam, have been meeting with the view to harmonizing their geographical targeting in an effort to avoid 

duplication and jointly identify coverage gaps. Such exercise is expected to be formalized at the next Food 

Security Cluster meeting.   

 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Severe funding constraints are making it very difficult to adequately support the people suffering from acute 

food insecurity. WFP currently requires approximately US$ 94 million to provide food assistance to 700,000 

acutely food insecure people and 100,000 drought-affected school children until the next harvest in early 

2017. Of this, some US$ 9.4 million have been secured leaving a gap of US$ 84.6 million. In some areas, 

distribution of food assistance and field monitoring are also hampered by security constraints. 

 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

 Needs: 

 Based on findings from March SETSAN report and further sector analysis, about 

500,000 people are in need of safe drinking water representing about 30% of the total 

drought affected people.  Out of 500,000 people, the WASH Cluster partners 

committed to assist 300,000 people while the Government is focusing its assistance 

to remaining 200,000 people. 

 So far, WASH Cluster partners have fundraised resources for about one third of the targeted population. 

 

Response: 

 The WASH Cluster Partners in close coordination with the Government (water & sanitation sector authorities 

at both national and sub-national) have assisted, from February to May 2016, about 64,272 people with safe 

500,000 
people  

 in need of safe 
drinking water 
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drinking water and hygiene promotion activities in Maputo, Gaza and Inhambane provinces. In line with the 

WASH Cluster drought strategy response, the support has been provided through trucking of safe water to 

the most communities in need; rehabilitation and upgrade of existing water points and constructions of deep 

boreholes; distribution of WASH emergency supplies (CERTEZA and household water storage supplies) and 

promotion of safe hygiene practices.  

 
Gaps & Constraints: 

 Challenges around hydrogeological conditions:  deepening aquifer water levels and worsening water quality 

(salination); 

 Still significant funding gaps, limiting WASH Cluster assistance to planned affected population. 

 

 

 Nutrition 

Needs: 

 SETSAN data from March 2016 suggests that over 95,000 children will suffer from 

acute malnutrition over the next 6 months in the six most drought affected 

provinces. This is a 30% increase on the November 2015 estimate. Whilst in a 

normal year acute malnutrition rates would decline after the harvest season, this 

year’s failed crops and rising inflation suggests that the nutrition situation may continue to deteriorate. 

 

Response: 

 Nutrition Cluster partners in collaboration with the MoH are scaling up community outreach to identify and 

treat acute malnutrition at community level whilst concurrently strengthening the capacity of health facilities 

to respond; 

 Mobile brigades are already operating in Gaza and Inhambane and will be replicated from early June in 

Sofala and Tete. 

 In Manica and Maputo Provinces, nutrition partners have supported the government to conduct needs and 

response gap assessments which will form the basis of microplanning this month. 

 In May additional nutrition supplies arrived in country, including therapeutic milks, ready-to-use therapeutic 

food (RUTF) and 150 MT of Supercereal. Larger quantities of nutrition supplies are expected in June. 

 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Shortage of nutrition supplies has been a challenge. However, progress has been made in coordination and 

delivery of supplies for SAM management. CSB supplies are low across the region and alternative solutions 

for treatment of moderate acute malnutrition are currently being sought 
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General Coordination 
The Government of Mozambique through INGC is leading the coordination of drought response in the affected 

provinces. The coordination meetings of the Technical Council for Disaster Management (CTGC) are now being held 

biweekly to continue monitoring the drought situation, response and gaps.  

In support to the Government, the HCT is continuing to ensure coordination among the partners responding to the 

drought situation. From 11 – 17 April 2016, the HCT conducted a field visit to Inhambane and Gaza provinces to 

gather first-hand account of the current HCT and Government drought response interventions. The main findings of 

the field mission were:  

 Food assistance is not covering all the needs; 

 Food For Assets (FFA) interventions could be geared towards building community resilience and vulnerability 

reduction (seed multiplication, water reservoirs, etc);  

 there are reports of increased dropout rates in (Gaza and Inhambane) and the reasons include; family 

relocation for better pasture of better conditions, girls supporting family daily household activities currently 

occupying most of their time walking long distances to fetch water; 

 In the WASH assistance, there is a challenge to ensure adequate coordination within the Government and 

with other partners at provincial level, better geographical targeting/re-alignment with critical districts for 

better effectiveness. 

In order to improve the coordination at provincial level, there is a need to work more closely with the HCT focal points 

in the provinces and replicate the coordination practices (coordination meetings, CENOE sectors meeting, 

information sharing and reporting) followed in the central level to the provincial level. 

The ER Cluster continue to support the development of the draft response plans and the SitReps to inform decision 

making.  In Gaza, the Cluster through UNDP is providing technical support in the deliberations of the CTPGC 

meetings and a training of the District technical teams are being prepared to strengthen their ability to improve data 

collection and analysis as well as skills on assessments and coordination mechanisms.  A training to journalist on 

how to cover and prepare news related to the drought response will be conducted in June. 

At the regional level, the SADC council of ministers met in Gaborone on 16  March and agreed that 1) a regional 

drought emergency should be declared by SADC for the southern Africa region in light of the mounting impacts of El 

Nino; 2) that a regional appeal for El Nino led by SADC should be developed to support Governments meet their 

immediate requirements in response to the developing drought crisis and;3) that a regional logistics and coordination 

centre should be established in Gaberone under the leadership of SADC to coordinate the regional response to the 

drought in support of its Member States.  

Based on the results of the SETSAN assessment (March 2016) and in line with the decisions of the SADC council of 

ministers meeting, the Government of Mozambique trough INGC and with the support of HCT submitted the country 

data and information for the SADC appeal document on 22 April.  SADC aims to produce a draft regional appeal by 

17 June 2016.   

For further information, please contact:  

Ms Marcia de Castro, UN Resident Coordinator and HCT Chair, marcia.de.castro@one.un.org , Tel: +258 21 48 51 58 

Mr. Abdoulaye Balde, WFP Representative and HCT Working Group co-chair, Abdoulaye.balde@wfp.org, Cell: +258 823014280 

Mr. Michel Le Pechoux, UNICEF Deputy Representative and HCT WG co-Chair, mlepechoux@unicef.org, Cell: + 258 82 3148100      

Mr. Cláudio Julaia, Emergency Officer (HCT), claudio.julaia@one.un.org, Tel: +258 21 48 51 59, Cell: +258 827272860/844343870 

 

To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail: claudio.julaia@one.un.org 
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