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Office of the Resident Coordinator 
 
This report is produced by the UNHCT and covers the period from 21 to 26 January. The next report 
will be issued within 4 days. 
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 

 In total, an estimated 116,333 people have been affected, among them 40 deaths due to two tropical 
storms between 18 and 26 January 2012; however, this number is expected to continue as 
assessment is ongoing.  

 In northern Mozambique, Tropical Cyclone Funso - a category 4 storm - hit Zambézia Province on 20 
January 2012, affecting about 64,663 people and causing floods and damage of houses, schools 
and health centres. 

 In southern Mozambique, high river flows from upstream countries, specifically South Africa and 
Swaziland, combined with heavy rainfall due to Tropical Storm Dando, affected about 51,670 people. 

 Damage assessments and the provision of assistance in the provinces of Maputo, Maputo City, 
Gaza and Zambézia continues, 

 There is a possibility that in-country pre-positioned shelter material will not be enough to respond to 
the emerging needs.  

 

II. Situation Overview 

 
Mozambique has been affected by two tropical storms in a single week. On 18 January 2012, Moderate 
Tropical Storm Dando hit southern Mozambique ultimately affecting about 51,670 people in the provinces 
of Maputo City, Maputo, Gaza (Chokwe and Xai-Xai districts) and Inhambane (Zavala district). Interventions 
to minimize the impact of Dando were generally successful. However, heavy rainfall in upstream countries, 
specifically in South Africa and Swaziland, caused a steady increase in the water levels of Maputo, Incomati 
and Limpopo basins in southern Mozambique, further affecting surrounding areas. The drift of Umbeluzi 
River in Boane District and the local water treatment plant remain flooded. Also, in Incomati Basin, the 
following villages and districts remain flooded: Magude, Xinavane, 3 de Fevereiro, Josina Machel Island, 
Palmeiras, Manhiça and Marracuene. This in turn impeded movement of people and goods, mainly due to 
the destruction of the national road connecting Maputo - the capital city - to the rest of the country. 
 
Outflow peak in Limpopo River caused a rapid increase in hydrometric levels, from 1500m

3
/s up to 5200m

3
/s 

in 48 hours - beyond the capacity of Massingir Dam. To maintain dam safety and operational capacity, water 
authorities were forced to discharge high volumes of water. A sensitization campaign through community 
radio stations and local disaster risk management committees contributed to the rapid movement of about 
1,548 households (7740 people) to higher ground. Unfortunately, three people died as they attempted to 
cross a river in Chokwe District. The majority of the evacuated are being sheltered in the homes of relatives 
and friends, with only 18 out of 1,548 households being sheltered in transit centers.  
 
Tropical Cyclone Funso, a category 4 storm with winds ranging from 166 to 212km/h and heavy rainfall, also 
hit the Mozambican coastline between 20 and 22 January 2012, affecting approximately 65,000 people in 
Zambézia Province. However, multi-sectoral assessment teams are still in the field and this number may 
increase. A considerable number of houses, schools and health centres were damaged in the districts of 
Nicoadala, Quelimane city, Chinde, Pebane, Maganja da Costa, Namacura, Gurue and Mocuba. As most of 
the buildings were built using non-conventional materials, they could not withstand the impact of the strong 
winds and heavy rainfall. Though community members observed safety measures by staying indoors, it was 
not enough to avoid the deaths of 10 people in Maganja da Costa District due to collapsing buildings. In 
Nampula Province, 390 people have also been affected in the districts of Mussoril and Nacala-a-Velha. 
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The country remains on Orange Alert, meaning that necessary measures and resources should be 
prepositioned and ready to be utilized to assist population in need if an emergency occur. The Disaster 
Management Technical Council (CTGC) continues to hold daily meetings to monitor the hydro-
meteorological situation and provision of assistance, in order to minimize the impact of the storms on 
affected communities.  

A CTGC meeting held on 23 January 2012 concluded that there was an immediate need to dispatch relief 

items, specifically chlorine tablets, latrines slabs, plastic sheets, shelter kits, school tents and food. The need 

for technical support for rapid assessments and coordination in the field was also identified. This assessment 

was complemented by the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) Cluster Leads meeting which reinforced the 

need for greater collaboration and improved communication between Government sectors at all levels, the 

clusters, and field staff in the affected areas. 

 
As of 28 January 2012, cyclone Funso has weakened to a Tropical Storm and is exiting the Mozambique 
Channel in a south-easterly direction. Winds have dissipated and the rains are easing.  
 

II. HUMANITARIAN NEEDS AND RESPONSE 

 WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE 
Response: Joint multi-sectoral teams are undertaking assessments in affected areas while the provision of 
assistance is ongoing. The Ministry of Health (MoH) is distributing 12,5 tons of chlorine to prevent the 
outbreak of water-borne diseases. For Maputo Province, the affected population has been provided with 13 
family tents, 6 rolls of plastic sheets, 26 mosquito nets, 6 jerry cans, 200 blankets and 13 kitchen kits. To 
prevent deterioration in sanitation, support was provided for the cleaning of the sewer system.  
 
In Gaza Province, the districts affected were assisted with 40 rolls of plastic sheets, 40 stakes and 200 
water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) kits, composed of stakes, plastic sheets and latrine slabs.  
 
In Zambézia Province, regional and local authorities, together with the HCT cluster members, are 
conducting a comprehensive assessment in all affected districts. With an objective of preventing the 
outbreak of water-borne diseases, the following goods have been allocated: 100 rolls of plastic sheets, 80 
latrine slabs, and 7 water tanks of 500 l capacity. In response to the Government’s concern regarding the 
sanitation situation in Zambézia Province, the WASH cluster dispatched 2,000 WASH kits for the 
construction of community latrines, as well as 100 kg of chlorine and 3,000 units of bleach for use in the 8 
water treatment systems. The WASH cluster is on stand-by to deploy more staff to the field should it be 
needed. The cluster has pre-positioned 229 emergency kits, 155 distribution kits and sanitation and hygiene 
promotion materials in strategic provinces and additional 36 water treatment plants to complement the 
existing 8 which were set up to assist the population affected. 
 
Gaps & Constraints: Access to certain districts in Zambézia Province remains restricted.  
 

 EMERGENCY SHELTER 
Need:  There is an urgent need for 16,000 family kits to ensure shelter for those affected in Zambézia 
province.  
Response: Although most affected people have started to return home in Maputo Province, the shelter 
cluster, in collaboration with the Government of Mozambique, provided 100 mattresses, 100 shelter kits, 50 
kitchen kits, 10 family tents and 10 plastic sheets. In Gaza Province, 150 zinc roof sheets, 75 wood beams, 
160 bags of cement, 35 family tents, and 3 bundles of clothing were distributed. 
 
Regarding Zambézia Province, while needs assessments are ongoing, taking into account the available 
numbers of people affected, the cluster is deploying 2,500 kits (composed of plastic sheets and tools). The 
ongoing assessments should indicate the areas to which to allocate the shelter kits or establish transit 
centers. 
 
Gaps & Constraints: Access to some districts in Zambézia Province remains a concern, causing delays in 
needs assessments. Ongoing rains have destroyed some of the designated community shelters, such as 
schools and churches. There is a possibility that in-country pre-positioned shelter material will not be enough 
to respond to the emerging needs.   
 

 EMERGENCY TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
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Response: Direct support is being provided to the communication sector at the National Operational Centre 
for Emergencies (CENOE) in Maputo to ensure information flows from the affected areas to the central 
level. In Gaza Province, radio equipment was dispatched to Chokwe Districts and support with information 
flow is ongoing at provincial Emergency Operation Center (COE). Regarding Zambézia, the cluster deployed 
staff members that joined the local government communication team. Multi-sectoral teams are conducting a 
needs assessment.  
 

 FOOD SECURITY 
Response: In Maputo, affected populations have been assisted with 1, 25 tons of maize flour, 31 tons of 
rice, 300 l of cooking oil, 486 packages of spaghetti, 1 ton of sugar and 480 tins of sardines. This assistance 
(mainly the rice donated by religious organizations) will be shared with other affected provinces.  
In Gaza Province, assistance provided includes 3 tons of maize flour, 750 kg of beans, 300 kg of salt and 
500 kg of sugar and biscuits.     
 
Gaps & Constraints: Preliminary data indicate that 94,919 hectares of crops have been affected in Maputo, 
Gaza, Inhambane, Sofala and Zambézia provinces. An in-depth assessment will be undertaken in the first 
week of February 2012. 
 

 HEALTH 
Response: Populations affected in Maputo city and province  have been assisted with 100 mosquito nets, 2 
health tents and bleach for water purification. To date, drugs available in the health system could cover the 
emerging needs from the provinces affected.  
 
Gaps & Constraints: The only organization providing bleach may not have the capacity to cover needs. If 
the situation deteriorates and demand increases, there will be a shortage of this product in the national 
market. In this regard, support will be required to respond rapidly with water purification products. However, 
the ongoing multi-sectoral assessment will determine the exact needs for the health sector. 
 

 LOGISTICS 
Response: The Logistics Cluster is considering the possibility of conducting aerial flights for assessment 
and monitoring purposes in Zambézia, given that the floods continue to impede access to the affected areas. 
Currently support is being provided to move commodities from the Maputo City warehouse to Gaza Province 
and from Beira City to Zambézia province.  
 
Gaps & Constraints: Multi-sectoral assessment is yet to provide information on needs in this sector. 
 

 PROTECTION &   EDUCATION 
Response: 
The Mozambican Government's National Civil Protection Unit (UNAPROC) staff are in the affected areas of 
Maputo, Gaza and Zambézia provinces and are equipped with boats to provide protection, monitoring and 
assistance to the people in need. UNAPROC is composed of men and women trained on gender issues and 
HIV and AIDS prevention, which are collaborating in the field with other staff from the Ministry of Women and 
Social Affairs. HCT emergency staff is also on-call to provide assistance and prioritize the most vulnerable 
populations.  
 
The cluster, in collaboration with Government’s Education Sector, is supporting the continuation of classes. 
The sector provided 15 schools tents in Inhambane Province and 10 in Gaza Province, as well as recreation 
and leaner kits. Information, education and communication (IEC) material on cholera prevention and child-
centered messages have been prepared and shared with community radio stations to inform children 
accordingly. Currently this sector has prepositioned 2,500 learner kits in Quelimane district in Zambézia 
province.  
 
Gaps & Constraints: Multi-sectoral assessment is yet to provide information on needs in this sector. 
 

IV. Coordination 

Daily CTGC coordination meetings are held at national and provincial levels. On 23 January 2012, a CTGC 
meeting was chaired by the Vice-president of the Coordinator Council of Disaster Management (CCGC) a 
high level disaster management forum),. The meeting focused on streamlining the response and assistance 
to affected populations.  The HCT working group Chair and Vice-chair attended the meeting.  
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This CTGC meeting was followed by the HCT Cluster Leads coordination meeting, which reinforced the need 
of closer coordination and collaboration at all levels. It also highlighted the need for immediate intervention to 
support Zambézia Province, taking into account the current situation. It discussed clusters’ members’ 
deployment, logistics arrangements and stock taking of immediate needs. Special focus was given to the 
sectors of WASH, Health, Shelter, ICT, Education/Protection, Logistics and Food Security, as well as 
Information Management. A decision was also made to coordinate assessments, monitoring and response 
missions through the Cluster Leads and INGC-led sectors using   one assessment too 
 

VI. Contact 

 
Please contact: 
Maputo: Jennifer Topping. UN Resident Coordinator and HCT Chair  
Jennifer.topping@one.un.org, (+258) 21 48 51 58;  
 
Maputo: Lola Castro, WFP Representative and HCT Working Group Chair 
Lola.castro@wfp.org, (+258) 82 301 428 0;   
 
Maputo: Casimiro Sande, Emergency Officer and HCT Secretariat 
Casimiro.antonio@one.un.org, (+258) 820736710; 21485159/ 65/67  
  
 

mailto:Jennifer.topping@one.un.org
mailto:Lola.castro@wfp.org
mailto:Casimiro.antonio@one.un.org
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Map 1. Affected areas as at 28 January 2012 

 
 
 
Table 1. Households affected as at 28 January 2012 

Provinces  

Population affected  Houses damaged  Infrastructures damaged  

Families  People  deceased  hounded  Partial  Total Inundated  Classes  
Health 
Unities  Churches  

Maputo City 247 1,235     233 0 14     5 

Maputo 
Province 231 1,155 7   44 0 187 10 6   

Gaza 9,766 48,830 8 14 5,393 774 3,599 225 10 14 

Inhambane 90 450           95 5   

Zambezia  16,633 64,663 25 14 5,608 7,408 4,455 197   21 

Nampula  78 380     19 59   2     

Grand total  27,045 116,713 40 14 11,297 8,241 8,255 529 21 40 
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Figure 2. Tropical Cyclone FUNSO Forecast  

 
 


