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Despite flooding, a good harvest is expected 

  

KEY MESSAGES 
 

 Acute food insecurity outcomes for the majority of rural 
households across the country are Minimal (IPC Phase 1). 
Favorable food security prospects will continue throughout the 
outlook period as the season harvest becomes increasingly 
available, further improving household food access. 

 

 Stressed (IPC Phase 2) food insecurity outcomes are expected 
until March in areas including parts of Cahora Bassa, Mutarara, 
Macossa, and Machanga districts in the central zone, and 
Chigubo, and Funhalouro in the south, due to limited access to 
food because of 2011/12 production shortfalls and the 
restricted flow of goods due to heavy rainfall in some areas.  
Throughout the outlook period, Stressed food insecurity 
outcomes (IPC Phase 2) are expected in Chókwe district 
because of the displacement of households due to flooding.  

 

 Despite the later start of season, followed by heavy rains and 
localized flooding in the major basins, crops are in good 
condition. The season’s national crop production prospects are 
reported to be good, with substantial contributions expected 
from the central and northern region. 

 

CURRENT SITUATION 
 
No major changes have occurred to the projected food security 
outcomes through June 2013. The food security of most rural 
households across the country and outside the flood affected 
areas is relatively favorable and Minimal food insecurity 
outcomes (IPC Phase 1) are expected through June.  

 Because of limited access to food because of 2011/12 
production shortfalls, high food prices and the restricted 
movement of goods due to heavy rainfall and flooding, 
households are Stressed (IPC Phase 2) in areas including parts 
of Cahora Bassa, Mutarara, Macossa, Machanga districts in the 
central zone, and Chigubo, Chókwe and Funhalouro in the 
south (Figure 1). 

 Green food is gradually becoming available across the country 
from the main 2012/13 harvest. 

 Heavy rains continued in February throughout the central and 
northern parts of the country causing damage to crops and 
infrastructure. In flood affected areas, displaced households 
are currently receiving emergency assistance. The country is 
still under red alert as the emergency situation continues.  

 According to the National Center for Emergency Operations 
(CENOE),  as of February 22

th
, the ongoing heavy rains and 

Figure 1. Projected food security outcomes, 

February - March 2013. 
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Figure 2. Projected food security outcomes, April-

June 2013. 
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This map represents acute food insecurity outcomes relevant 
for emergency decision-making, and does not necessarily 
reflect chronic food insecurity. For more information on this 

scale, please visit www.fews.net/IPC . 

http://www.fews.net/IPC
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flooding throughout the country has caused 113 deaths and the total number of people affected by the flooding  is 
243,671, from which 137,858, are currently living in  temporary accommodation centers. In order to assess the 
immediate and medium term needs of populations living in affected areas a rapid emergency assessment is ongoing 
and will inform the next steps for development and humanitarian programming.  

 Despite the later start of season, followed by heavy rains and localized flooding in the major basins, crops are in good 
condition. According to the Ministry of Agriculture’s Department of Crops and Early Warning, given the adverse 
climate conditions thus far, a total of 210,587 hectares of cultivated area have been destroyed. This season’s national 
crop production prospects are reported to be good, with substantial contributions expected from the central and 
northern regions.  In places where the weather conditions are favorable, emergency seed distribution to replant for 
the second cropping season is highly recommended. 

 January maize prices from the key reference markets are generally above the five-year average with the highest 
difference recorded in Gorongosa where maize prices were 47 percent above the five year average, followed by 
Nampula with 34 percent, Manica with 23 percent, Tete with 16 percent, and Maputo with 11 percent above the 
average. The floods in the Lower Limpopo have restricted the movement of goods, and the supply of food into local 
markets is limited, pushing prices up.   

 

UPDATED ASSUMPTIONS 
 
The assumptions used to develop the most likely scenario for the January-June Outlook period are still valid, except 
that the magnitude of heavy rainfall has been higher than previously anticipated by the weather forecasts. Regardless, 
the overall projected food security outcomes for the outlook period are not expected to change, especially in the 
identified focus areas. A full discussion of the scenario is available in the Mozambique January Food Security Outlook. 
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