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 UPDATE                           13-19 October 2017 

HIGHLIGHTS: The ongoing tensions in the disputed areas in Ninewa resulted in some new displacement. UNHCR protection activities in affected areas continued, although 

with some hindrance due to the closure of checkpoints and heightened security measures.  Spontaneous returns from north eastern Syria’s Al Hol camp doubled this week, 

with more Iraqis expected to arrive into IDP camps in the coming weeks.  
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 UPDATE                           13-19 October 2017 

Displacement due to disputed territory shifts  

The recent security events and tension between the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) and Central Gov-

ernment resulted in some displacement from areas of Zummar and Rabia in Ninewa. The other affected 

parts of Ninewa included Sinjar, Bashiqa, Khazer, Tal Usquf and Batnay. While some families were displaced 

within their districts, other families left towards Dohuk or Erbil governorates. About 25 families reportedly 

fled Sinjar City on the night of 15 October towards Sinuni, Sinjar Mountain and Qandil. The reports note that 

the majority of these families returned to their areas on 17 October. In addition, community leaders in 

Khanke and Shariya (Dohuk) reported that 20 families may have fled disputed areas towards Dohuk and 

Zakho, including 10-15 families comprising Kurdish, Shabak and Sunni families who also fled Bashiqa. Local 

authorities have estimated that approximately 900 families fled Zummar and Rabia on 18 October to Dohuk 

Governorate, reportedly due to security concerns associated with fear of retaliation by the Popular Mobilisa-

tion Forces (PMF). The majority of the displaced to Dohuk are Kurdish families who are being hosted by rela-

tives and friends. Many families have expressed the desire to return home as soon as it is deemed safe. After 

concerns regarding humanitarian access to camps located in these areas and protection of the IDPs were 

raised, UNHCR met with authorities and other humanitarian actors to ensure that humanitarian access and 

assistance continues.  

Ongoing displacement in Ninewa 

Displacement out of areas recently retaken from extremist groups to Hamman Al-Alil (HAA) remains low.  

Protection monitors identified new arrivals to HAA transit site from Mosul City who were displaced to camps 

due to the lack of services and high rentals. Families who have lived in the host community and had initially 

displaced to east Mosul to rent houses are approaching the camps to find accommodation and humanitarian 

assistance. Twenty-five such individuals from Zanjili arrived to Hammam Al-Alil Transit Site in search of shel-

ter. Camps located to the east of Mosul (Hasansham, Khazer and Chamakor) received 30 individuals this 

week while Nargizlia camp (located in the north east of Mosul) received one family from west Mosul. The 

family that arrived to Nargizlia camp reported that they had lived in Hasansham camp for some months until 

September 2017, but when they returned home to Tamarat in west Mosul they found their home complete-

ly destroyed. The family then moved to Al Eslah, also in west Mosul to rent accommodation but after a 

month they were unable to afford the rent and decided to move to Nargizlia camp.  

Detentions 

After several months of advocacy, UNHCR facilitated family visits to the Erbil Juvenile and Female Reforma-

tory assisting 10 families to visit 11 children. The families reported that the children are in good health but 

still need to be referred to the Juvenile court for arraignment on various charges.  

Return movements  

The monitoring of premature returns remains a core UNHCR protection activity in the Mosul area. This week 

2,323 individuals departed from Hasansham, Khazer, Chamakor and Debaga camps to Mosul City, villages in 

west Ninewa like Badoosh and villages in Telafar district. This was a slight increase from the previous week. 

Protection teams observed a shift in return trends as more families have started citing the lack of medical 

services, formal schools and perceived decrease in humanitarian assistance in the camps as their main rea-

sons for departing. Lack of kerosene remains a serious concern especially with the onset of winter. Families 
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in the east Mosul camps have not received Kerosene in two months. Families are resorting to using wood or 

dried shrubs collected near the river. UNHCR has notified the Ministry of Migration and Displacement 

(MOMD) of the pressing need so they can arrange for a kerosene distribution.  

As temperatures decease the lack of fuel will potentially become a push factor in the camps.  Previously, 

weather conditions as well as improved security conditions and the desire to reunite with family were the 

main considerations for spontaneous return. Increasingly in disputed areas especially in east and north east 

of Mosul  camps, protection monitors are identifying families who had earlier indicated their inability to 

return due to a lack of social security and female-headed households, now registering to leave due to fears 

of tensions between the KRG and Central Government. This shift in trend is heightening concerns over prem-

ature returns as a number of families are returning to damaged homes or do not have any accommodation, 

and some have stated that their children will work to help support the family upon return. Departures from 

Nargizlia increased to 303 individuals this week compared to the 71 individuals who departed the previous 

week for east and west Mosul. For the first time, returns from south Mosul camps were higher this week 

compared to the camps in the east and north east of Mosul camps. More than 3,012 individuals departed 

Hammam Al-Alil, Salamiyah and Nimrud camps compared to 2,467 individuals last week. Partners have re-

ported that some families have alleged that Popular Mobilisation Forces manning checkpoints into Mosul 

Qadima are demanding that families wishing to retrieve their belongings must pay significant amounts to 

access the neighbourhoods. 

Registration of returns to disputed areas 

In a new development, after the Iraqi Security Forces (ISF) and PMF moved into disputed territories, MOMD 

instructed their branch offices in east of Mosul camps to start registering IDPs who wish to return to 

Zummar, Rabia, Bashiqa, Bartella and Telkaif. Authorities confirmed that hundreds of families have since 

registered for returns to these areas. Previously, KRG authorities had prevented Arab IDP families from re-

turning to these areas, although authorities in Zummar and Rabia had in July announced that IDPS in 

Nargizlia could return. A significant majority of families remaining in Nargizlia camp are from Zummar, Rabia 

and Shikhan. However, at the same time, authorities from Debaga have suspended returns to Makhmur 

villages as Kurdish Security Forces have withdrawn from the area and have stated that they cannot guaran-

tee the security of returnees 

Returns from Turkey and Syria 

This week, more than 2,330 Iraqis arrived to Hammam Al-Alil Transit site from Al Hol camp in Hassakeh, 

north eastern Syria, and many more are expected to arrive in the coming weeks. While some families trav-

elled in private and hired vehicles, the majority were transported by MOMD buses. UNHCR protection part-

ners interviewed many families and found that the majority were from Baaj District while the rest were from 

Sinjar, Telafar City and Ayadhiya. Authorities have yet to allow returns to these areas except for Sinjar where 

return of minority groups are permitted.  In addition, 99 Iraqi returnees from Turkey were directed to 

Nargizlia camp after the road to Mosul was closed. Protection monitors have observed that Iraqi returnees 

originally from Mosul only transit through the Nargizlia camp for about two days until the road opens. UN-

HCR remains concerned about the fact that a significant majority of the families arriving from Al-Hol, Syria 

are returning to conditions of displacement. UNHCR continues to advocate that families should have free-

dom of movement should they wish to access out of camp accommodation or reside with family.   


