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SITUATIONAL OVERVIEW 
The district remained on ALERT across the 2 livelihood zones; this is majorly attributed to the high prevalence of endemic diseases (CBPP, CCPP, Tick borne, sporadic diseases 
like worm infestations, Newcastle disease, and emerging diseases like PPR and Brucellosis, Alert disease like FMD, Avian influenza and RVF) in the livestock sector. However, 
mass vaccination is planned form 25th February 2013 by MAAIF and the district. The crop sector remained Normal in pastoral zones because of the good purchasing power from 
the sale of livestock and Alert in Agro pastoral zone because of the food deficit in the zone. The water sector was Normal in the month of December across the 2 livelihood zones, 
this was attributed to the training of water user committee to help in the management of water points. The livelihood sector remained on ALERT in the 2 livelihood zones, this is 
attributed to the high price of sorghum and the household protection deficit in agro pastoral zone. The risk of drought is Low since the weather forecast predicts that the on-
going weather conditions (irregular rains) over Moroto districts are expected to continue up to the third week of February 2013, thereafter, a dry spell is expected to set-in and 
continue up to the end of February 2013. 

 
                                                                                                                                                          RECOMMENDATIONS 
Livestock sector 

 Farmers are advised to practice routine spraying of their animals using Accaracides as a control for ticks. 
 Livestock health interventions to control endemic, sporadic and emerging diseases needs to be prioritized. 
 Promotion of feed preservation, particularly hay making 
 Farmers are encouraged to seek for veterinary advice on the treatment of animals and administering of the necessary drugs/antibiotics. 

Crop sector 
 Farmers are advised to start preparing their gardens for next season. 
 Crop diversification in agropastrol zone to reduce reliance on sorghum only. 

 Communities are advised not to burn their farms to allow decomposition of farm remains. 
 Farmers should avoid wastage of food during surplus 

Water  and livelihood sectors (See page 2) 
                                                                                                  This drought bulletin report is representative of Katikekile, Nadunget, Naitakwae and Rupa Sub Counties. 
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ANALYSIS OF SECTORS PER LIVELIHOOD ZONE 
 

  PASTORAL  AGRO-PASTORAL COMMENTS / RECOMMENDATIONS 

LIVESTOCK 

 
ALERT 

 
ALERT 

The livestock sector remained on Alert through out the months of Dec 12-Jan 13. Much as mass 
vaccination had been planned for the month of Dec12, at least 50% achievement was realized (for CCPP 
and PPR) that stabilized the situation in Rupa sub-county. However, the rest of the livestock remain 
vulnerable to endemic diseases (CBPP, CCPP, Tick borne, sporadic diseases like worm infestations, 
Newcastle disease, and emerging diseases like PPR and Brucellosis, Alert disease like FMD, Avian 
influenza and RVF). 
Recommendations: 
 Farmers should bring all their livestock for mass vaccination starting on 25th February 2013 at 

the various vaccination points at the parish level. 
 Promotion of feed preservation, particularly hay making by partners. 

Body condition  (Normal) 
Livestock Migration (Normal) 
Disease incidence (Alert) 
Access to pasture  (Alert) 

Body condition (Normal) 
Livestock Migration (Normal) 
Disease incidence(Alert) 
Access to pasture (Alert) 
 

CROPS 

 
NORMAL 

 
                         ALERT 

The crop sector remained Normal in pastoral zones because of the good purchasing power from the 

sale of livestock and Alert in Agro pastoral zone because of the food deficit in the zone, it is anticipated 
that household food stocks will be exhausted in the next 1-2 months. Markets become important source 
of food acquisition yet there are limited sources of income which will most likely lead to asset stripping 
mainly in Agro pastoral zone where protection deficit is expected. 
Recommendations: 
 Crop diversification to reduce reliance on sorghum in Agro pastoral zone. 
 Land area cultivated  needs to be increased to enable them obtain crop harvests sufficient for food. 

Crops planted (NA) 
Germination (NA) 
Plant Color  (NA) 
Crop yield   (Low) 
Pests and diseases (NA) 

Crops planted (NA) 
Germination (NA) 
Plant Color  (NA) 
Crop yield   (Low) 
Pests and diseases (NA) 

WATER 

 
NORMAL 

 
NORMAL 

The water sector remained NORMAL across the two livelihood zones. This was attributed to the 
training of water user committee to help in the management of water points development 
partners(C&D, Red cross ASB, ISP and UNICEF together with the district .The OPM through the district 
also plan to construct 30 new boreholes. 
Recommendations: 
 Communities are advised to maintained the boreholes once drilled and handed over to them 
 Communities to collect water user fee to help in repairing when it breaks down. 
 Government and partners to put and train functional water user committee. 

Quantity of water fetched (Normal) 
Borehole usage (Normal) 
Time to fetch (Normal)  
Rainfall (Normal) 

Quantity of water fetched (Normal) 
Borehole usage (Normal) 
Time to fetch (Normal) 
Rainfall (Normal) 

LIVELIHOOD 

 
ALERT 

 
ALERT 

The livelihood sector remained on ALERT in agro pastoral zone where households are facing livelihood 
protection deficit and are likely to employ coping strategies some of which may be damaging to their 
assets. However, in pastoral zone the sector is Normal. This was attributed to the increase in the 
household incomes due to increased commodity prices available for sale, particularly the prices of, 
firewood/charcoal, cattle and milk increased.  

 Recommendations:  
 Communities are advised to follow proper child care practices. 
 Communities are advised to engage themselves in income generating activities as an alternative 

a source of income. 
 Measures are required by government to regenerate the environment and to promote 

sustainable firewood and charcoal utilization. 

GAM (None)  
Price of firewood (Normal)  
Price of charcoal (Normal)  
Price of labor (Normal)  
Price of bull (Normal)  
Price of sorghum (Alert)  
Animal Market (Alert) 

GAM(None)  
Price of firewood (Normal)  
Price of charcoal (Normal)  
Price of labor (Normal)  
Price of bull (Normal)  
Price of sorghum(Alert) 
Animal Market (Alert)  

 
VULNERABILI
TY STAGE (*) 

  

The overall district has remained at ALERT; this situation is attributed to the high prevalence of 
endemic diseases in the livestock sector and the food deficit in the Agropastrol zone. 

 
DROUGHT RISK 

                                                                                                                                     The risk of drought is Low since the weather forecast predicts that the on-going weather conditions                  
.                                                                                                                                   (irregular rains) over Moroto districts are expected to continue up to the third week of February 2013          
                                                                                                                                    thereafter, a dry spell is expected to   continue until the end of February 2013.                                                                                           
 

(*) Vulnerability Stage is the combination of the 4 sectors gages (livestock, crop, water and livelihood). The vulnerability stage, combined with the risk of drought, gives the global warning stage as presented on page 1.  
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  Vegetation Condition 

The vegetation cover for Moroto district looks greener this time than the previous year at the 
same period of time (see NDVI map above). 
This was mainly attributed to normal and above normal rains received throughout the season 
that favoured the growth of vegetation mainly in the pastoral zone (Katikekile, Rupa and Tapac, 
while agropastrol zone (Naduget) received little rainfall. 
The green vegetation provided enough pastures for the livestock and maintained the body 
condition of livestock at normal. 
However, it also accelerated the spread of Ticks (hence Tick borne diseases) and Toxic invasive 
weeds in the pastures. 
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  Weather forecast 

34mm of rain were estimated in Moroto 
January 2013. This is higher than the 
amount of rain received last year during 
the same period of time and the long-
term mean. This amount of rainfall 
received favoured the growth of pastures 
and availed water for the livestock. 
However, the above average rains 
received contributed to the spread of 
Ticks (hence Tick borne diseases) and 
Toxic invasive weeds in the pastures 
(See NDVI map on page 3) 
 
 
Source: FEWSNET 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source 

RAINFALL FORECAST FOR KARAMOJA REGION 
 

Rainfall Forecast: Valid 10 February – 10 March 2013 
 
The climate prediction models indicate that there are high chances that the on-going weather conditions 
(irregular rains) over Kaabong, Moroto Amudat and some parts of eastern Nakapiripirit districts are 
expected to continue up to the third week of February 2013, thereafter, a dry spell is expected to set-in and 
continue up to the end of February 2013. 
 
 
There are high chances that the districts of Abim and some parts of western Nakapiripirit are expected to 
continue receiving normal rains up to the first week of March 2013. 
 
The Department of Meteorology will continue to monitor weather conditions and informs the public 
accordingly.   
 
 
Source: Department of Meteorology, Ministry of Water and Environment. 
 

  Rainfall (mm) 
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  Livestock Body Condition 

  Livestock Migration 

 Uneven distribution of rainfall as force few people from agro pastoral zone (Naduget) and Parts of Rupa to 
move their animals towards Kobebe dam where pastures and water is still abundant.  
This is attributed to the burning of pasture in the nearby grazing land and the drying of seasonal rivers 
that was serving the livestock as source of water. 
Migrations are expected to increase in the coming months as the dry spelt approaches. 
 Communities are advised not to burn the drying pastures since the animals can still feed on them. 

 
 
Source: DVO 

The livestock body condition was 
stable from the month of December 
2012 to January 2013. This was 
attributed to massive treatment of 
animals within the district and 
refresher training of community 
animal health workers with the 
support from American marines in 
November 2012; these in turn reduce 
the disease load. 
Additionally the rainfall received 

throughout the year favoured the growth 

of pastures and availed water for the 

livestock hence normalizing the livestock 

body condition. 

 

Communities are advised not to burn 
the drying pastures in the grazing land. 

 
Source: DVO 
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  Livestock Disease Incidence 

Disease Type of animals affected Location No. of animals affected 

Worm infections Goats , Sheep and Cattle All sub-counties 150000 

CCPP Goats All sub-counties 7000 

CBPP Cattle All sub-counties 2000 

Pneumonia All species  All sub-counties 15000 

Anaplasmosis Cattle All sub-counties 7000 

Babesiosis Cattle & goats All sub-counties 2000 

East Coast Fever Cattle  All sub-counties 1000 
 

  Type and number of animals in the market 

Type of animal Number Type of animal Number 

Bulls 120 Bull calves 90 

Cows 109 Heifer  100 

 

  Accessibility to grazing areas (Time in Hrs) 

 

 

 

 

The livestock sector remained on Alert through the months of Dec 12-Jan 13. Much as mass vaccination had 
been planned for the month of Dec 2012, at least 50% achievement was realized (for CCPP and PPR) that 
stabilized the situation in Rupa sub-county. However, the rest of the livestock remain vulnerable to endemic 
diseases (CBPP, CCPP, Tick borne, sporadic diseases like worm infestations, Newcastle disease, and emerging 
diseases like PPR and Brucellosis, Alert disease like FMD, Avian influenza and RVF 
Communities are advised to bring all their livestock for vaccination planned from the 25th Feb.2013. 
Source; DVO 

        

The bulls were many in the market than other types of animals. This was attributed to the high price offered 
during the season. However, it was observed that the numbers of livestock are reducing drastically according 
to FAO’s seasonal assessment report December 2012. 
 Communities are advised to regulate the sale of livestock. 

 

The time taken to access the grazing 
land was Alert during the month 
under review. This was attributed to 
the depletion and burning of pastures 
in the nearby grazing land mainly in 
Naduget Sub County. 
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  Type of crops planted 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  Crop Condition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  Crop Yield 

The harvest was lower than the previous year harvest. Due to the poor pre and post-harvest management 
practices, it is anticipated that household food stocks will be exhausted in the next 1-2 months. Markets 
become important source of food acquisition yet there are limited sources of income which will most likely 
lead to asset stripping. The majority of people facing livelihoods protection deficits are in the agropastrol 
zone of Moroto (Naduget) estimated to be around 14,280 people. 
 Proper harvest and post-harvest handling is necessary to ensure that whatever harvest is obtained 

is preserved. 
 

Source; DAO and FAO 

 

Harvest has come to an end. 
 
Source; DAO  

 

Many planted crops have been harvested and the harvest was good though lower than the previous 
year’s harvest. 
 
 Crop diversification to reduce reliance on sorghum. Available evidence shows that the 

agricultural livelihood zones which produce a wide variety of crops, especially tubers such as 
cassava and sweet potato realise a bigger quantity of harvest than the agropastoral areas 
which plant a limited variety. Besides, a wider diversity of crops acts as insurance against crop 
failure because of the temporal variation in planting 

  
 Land area cultivated needs to be increased to enable them obtain crop harvests sufficient to 

meet their food needs. Increasing access to plough oxen and ox-ploughs could be one way to 
achieve this. 
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Quantity of water fetched daily per household (Litres) 

Average amount of water fetched daily per household  
December  2012 January 2013 

87 95 

 

 
 

Type of water sources and time spent to fetch water (hrs) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The month registered a slight decrease in 
the percentage of borehole usage from 
96% last month to 93% this month, but 
this is still within normal. This is 
attributed to the rehabilitation of 
boreholes by partners (C&D, Red Cross, 
ASB and UNICEF. The borehole coverage 
within the district is at 70%. Additionally, 
the water user committees are being 
trained on how to manage the water 
source by the district and development 
partners. 
 Communities are encourage to 

collect water user fee to help in 
rehabilitation when it breaks down  

 
Time taken to water source by households 
was generally normal about 1 hour. 
 
Source: DWO Moroto. 

The month registered an increase in the quantity of water fetched daily. This was attributed to the training 
of water user committee at various water points and borehole rehabilitations.  
 Communities are advised to collect quality water mainly from the boreholes. 
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Type of Food Eaten 

Incidence of Malnutrition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Out migration of people 

Total number of households who migrated 
December 2012 January  2013 

0 0 

 

 
 

No data was sent to the district since ACF handed the nutrition activities to the district. 
Nevertheless, some positive changes are expected to occur since health centers are giving 
treatment to children with the support from UNICEF. Health education is also ongoing within the 
communities and health centers. 
The DHO should get a tool for data collection and strengthen reporting system. 
Source; DHO Moroto 

The biggest proportion of households in the district fall 
within the “low” classification of HDDS. Apparently 
there are no signs of deterioration since households still 
have food stocks from the recent harvests.Households 
faced livelihood protection deficit are likely to employ 
coping strategies some of which may be damaging to the 
hardships.  Some strategies may include livestock sales, 
over exploitation of natural resources or even migration 
to neighboring districts. 
The majority of people facing livelihoods protection 
deficits are in the agropastrol zone of Moroto (Naduget) 
estimated to be around 14,280 people. 
 Communities are advised to avoid wastage of 

food in making many local functions and 
brewing. 

Source: FAO Karamoja seasonal assessment 
report. 
 

There were no cases of out migration of people during the month. This is attributed to the availability of 
water and pastures for both animals and human beings. This situation is expected to change as the dry 
season approaches especially those who are collecting water from seasonal rivers Naduget Sub Counties. 
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Terms of Trade (ratio) 

 
 

 

Price of Firewood 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Price of Labor (UGX) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
In the event of limited livelihood 
options, firewood and charcoal 
production have been inevitable, 
especially for the poor. This is leading to 
or has led to rapid degeneration of the 
environment. 
The prices of charcoal and firewood 
have remained the same for last and this 
year at the same period of time. It was 
observed that the prices of firewood and 
charcoal will go down as many start to 
use it as the main source of income. 
 

 

There is a slight decrease in the terms of 
trade for both charcoal and labor to 
sorghum. This situation is attributed to 
the decrease in the prices of labor from 
2400UGX to 2328UGX as a result of 
limited activities in agricultural sector 
and the increase in the price of sorghum 
from 60,000UGX to 70,000 per 100kgs as 
a result of high demand for sorghum by 
both internal and external buyers. 
It was observed that the current increase 
in the price of sorghum will go up since 
the production was low. 
 

 
Labor price has been decreasing 
since November 2012.This was 
attributed to the high supply of labor 
with the low demand in the market 
since the harvest has come to an 
end. 
Communities are advised to 
participate in craft work during this 
time that the harvest has come to an 
end. 
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Freedom of Movement 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The security situation remained calm 
as reported by the local authorities, 
100% are free to move during the day, 
this is because of relatively stable 
peace in the region. However, 83% do 
not feel free to move at night because 
of fear of raiders and warriors.  
Communities are advised to report any 
suspicion to the responsible authorities 
for early action. 
 

Seasonal Calendar 


