
Education and Youth

In collaboration with its partners, UNICEF continued activities in the Baity centres, providing 141 
children (76 girls, 65 boys), including 81 non-Libyan (39 girls, 44 boys) with mental health and 
psychosocial support (MHPSS) services in the Tripoli, Misrata, Zwara, and Sabha Baity centres. 
In addition, 54 children (18 girls, 36 boys) were referred to child protection case management 
and referrals to specialised services at the centres.  Moreover, through its national partner, 
UNICEF reached 1,373 women and children (1,087 women, 233 girls, 53 boys) with GBV risk 
mitigation, prevention, and response activities in Tripoli, Sabha and Benghazi. The activities 
included dedicated awareness-raising sessions, distribution of Information Education 
Communication (IEC) materials and specialised case management.
This month, a series of training sessions on child protection was conducted by UNICEF’s 
national partner in Tripoli, Benghazi and Sabha. The training focused on providing a 
comprehensive approach to child protection and conducting referrals for specialised services. 
The participants included municipal social workers and psychosocial support (PSS) councillors. 
In addition, judicial workers and staff from the Ministry of Interior and Higher Committee for 
Children (HCC) participated in the training. In total, the session reached 113 people (106 
women, 7 men). 

As part of its role in leading the country’s Child Protection Sub-Sector (CPSS), and in the 
aftermath of the mass detention of migrants during the first week of October in Tripoli, UNICEF 
contributed to defining critical protection interventions, under the overall lead of the Protection 
Cluster, to be provided at the detention centres. Furthermore, in the Protection Cluster, UNICEF 
participated in reviewing the Migrant and Refugee Platform’s (MRP) advocacy messages to be 
utilised in engaging with the Libyan authorities. 

Child Protection

In October 2021, and in collaboration with implementing partners, UNICEF provided 270 
children (198 girls, 72 boys), including 18 non-Libyan children (9 girls, 9 boys), with access to 
non-formal education services in Tripoli, Sabratha, Zwara, Misrata, Benghazi and Sabha. In 
addition, UNICEF provided 91 children (51 girls, 40 boys), including 19 migrant children (13 girls, 
6 boys), with education supplies to support their learning in formal and non-formal settings.

With the aim of providing 850 school children with an optimum learning environment, UNICEF 
conducted a complete rehabilitation of the Alhijaji School in Tripoli. The rehabilitation works 
included the installation of new doors and windows, internal and external painting, 
rehabilitation of WASH facilities and installation of a water treatment plan. UNICEF also supplied 
the school with student desks, whiteboards and student recreational materials.
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On 12 October, UNICEF met with the Minister of Social Affairs to discuss the recent rise in the 
number of children and women arbitrarily detained in DCIM detention centres following the 
recent raids. In this meeting, the minister expressed her concern and requested UNICEF’s 
technical support to expand its mandate and technical expertise in addressing the issues faced 
by these vulnerable children and women. Furthermore, through UNICEF’s coordination, officials 
from the Ministry of Social Affairs participated in field visits to the Baity centres in the 
municipalities of Hay Alandalous, Suq Aljuma and Abusalim of Greater Tripoli. These visits aim 
to demonstrate the effectiveness of the inclusive and multi-sectorial service delivery to 
vulnerable Libyan and non-Libyans population groups at the centres. In addition, these visits are 
beneficial for the ministry to identify how they can expand the centres’ reach and enhance the 
quality of the services provided. 
UNICEF participated in the Preparatory Steering Committee for the ‘Leaving No Child Behind’ 
joint programme on 13 October in Tripoli, with the programme partner agencies, UNDP and 
UNODC. The participants also included the EU delegation and representatives of government 
counterparts, namely the Ministries of Justice, Interior, Social Affairs and the HCC. The joint 
programme aims to ensure that access to justice for children in contact with the law will be 
enhanced in Libya, while UNICEF’s main focus is to strengthen the capacity of family, child and 
gender-sensitive police units.  The meeting oriented the different ministries on the programme’s 
content and addressed their comments on the programme and the coordination mechanism’s 
Terms of Reference (TOR). Following the meeting, UNICEF and the partner agencies agreed to 
establish a Joint Technical Committee to review and address the government counterparts’ 
comments for required for the approval and validation of the Joint Programme documents.

Health and Nutrition

In partnership with the country’s National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC), UNICEF continued 
to support the COVID-19 vaccination campaign by implementing different Demand Risk 
Communication and Community Engagement (DRCCE) activities. In October, UNICEF supported 
DRCCE activities in the western municipalities of  Misrata, Souq Alkhamis, Qasr Bin Ghishir, 
Alspeea, Zliten, Janzour, and Tajoura. These activities included conducting workshops to provide 
well-informed answers to frequently asked questions and address false news and rumours 
around COVID-19, with the ultimate aim of enhancing public awareness on COVID-19 and the 
importance of vaccination. The attendees included the municipality mayor and deputy mayor, 
the municipalities’ vaccination supervisors, health office managers, medical supply and media 
officers. Moreover, Libyan Red Crescent volunteers and local officers were also invited to the 
workshops. The DRCCE activities conducted also included posting dedicated social media 
content on COVID-19 prevention and vaccinations. In addition, field visits were conducted to the 
different vaccination centres in each municipality to hand out information flyers and Personal 
Protective Equipment (PPE) that include face masks and hand sanitisers to the general public 
accessing these centres.

Also, this month, UNICEF and the NCDC’s Public Health Emergency team distributed 
information flyers, PPEs and conducted interactive one-to-one discussions with the general 
public attending the “For Aymen” event, a celebrity-fundraising football match held in Misrata. 
The match was held to raise funds for children and young people for a better start in life, and it 
was organised by the former Libyan footballer Jehad Muntaseer, in partnership with UNICEF 
Libya, and with the participation of several international football stars. In total, the DRCCE 
activities conducted in October reached approximately 478,651 people. 

To strengthen the national healthcare capacity in vaccinating the population against COVID-19 
and other diseases,  UNICEF supplied the Ministry of Health’s Primary Healthcare Institute 
(PHCI) with a total of 38 vaccine carriers for subsequent distribution to nine primary Healthcare 
Facilities (PHCs) across the west, east and south of Libya.  At the same time, UNICEF dispatched 
key training material, including a set of simulator sets, to the Benghazi Medical Centre’s 
capacity to train healthcare staff in newborn and infant healthcare to prevent neonatal 
morbidity and mortality.



Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

With the aim of providing migrants in detention centres with adequate access to safe water and 
preventing the spread of waterborne diseases, UNICEF and its partner installed two water tanks 
(capacity of 3,000 litres) in the Shari Alzawia detention centre in central Tripoli, benefitting 375 
people (60 girls, 76 boys, 239 women). Furthermore, UNICEF also targeted the Almabani, Ain 
Zara and Abusalim detention centres with the light repair of their WASH facilities, desludging 
and cleaning of the sewage networks and installing 10,000 water bladders. Through these 
interventions, UNICEF provided 7,546 people (143 children, 798 women, 6,605 men) with access 
to improved WASH facilities and reduced the risk of infections.

On the Global Handwashing Day (15 October), and in coordination with the municipal officials, 
UNICEF and its partner organised awareness-raising events in schools in the municipalities of 
Alkhoms, Tawergha, Murzuq, Ghat, Ubari, and Sabha. The events entailed the promotion of 
handwashing practices, critical to preventing the spread of communicable diseases. 

Additionally, UNICEF distributed hygiene items to the school children. A total of 300 school 
children (142 boys, 158 girls) participated in these events; 50 of them (20 boys, 30 girls) were 
internally displaced persons (IDPs).

UNICEF, in coordination with its partner, provided capacity building training to seven WASH 
sector members. The training is centred around humanitarian preparedness and response and 
effective, coordinated, and timely WASH response aligned with recognised humanitarian 
standards. 

Social Policy and Evidence Generation

On 28 October, the National Economic and Social Development Board disseminated the 
National Social Protection Policy Roadmap during a validation workshop organised jointly with 
UNICEF, UNDP and International Policy Centre For Inclusive Growth (IPC-IG). The social 
protection policy roadmap aims to support all Libyan institutions to elaborate a shared vision in 
a national policy for the social protection sector to end a fragmented approach, with the 
objectives to enhance universal coverage for all children in Libya. The roadmap plans a two-year 
participatory process for Libya to elaborate its national policy and vision for the social protection 
sector.

Moreover, in coordination with the Primary Healthcare Institute (PHCI), UNICEF supported a 
training session on effective Infant and Young Child Feeding (IYCF) practices, targeting 15 
healthcare staff (all females) from Primary Healthcare Centres (PHCs). The staff trained are 
responsible for nutrition awareness and child malnutrition in their respective PHCs in 13 
western municipalities.

On 18 October, in collaboration with NCDC, UNICEF co-led the RCCE Working Group meeting, 
which focused on harmonising all working group partners’ RCCE activities around the country. 
During the meeting, UNICEF, Terre des Hommes, IOM, and UNHCR presented the latest 
achievements implemented on the ground. Following the presentation, the Chief of RCCE at the 
NCDC requested UNICEF and the other working group partners to map all of the DRCCE 
activities planned for the next three months, which was subsequently completed this month. 
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