
 

 

Regional mixed migration summary for April 2016 covering mixed migration events, trends and data for the 

West Africa region (Niger, Mali, Nigeria, Burkina Faso, Cote d’Ivoire, Guinea, Senegal and Liberia).  

Throughout this report the term migrant/refugee is used to cover all those involved in the mixed migration flows (including 

asylum seekers, trafficked persons, smuggled economic migrants, refugees). If the caseload mentioned refers only to 

refugees or asylum seekers or trafficked persons it will be clearly stated. 

 

Country 

 

  

Events / trends / data / analysis 

Niger 

 

Departure from Niger: Data from the IOM Flow Monitoring Point (FMP) was developed in February 

2016 and informed weekly data on departures from Niger to Libya and Algeria. In April 2016, it 

indicated that 20,159 migrants and asylum seekers (mainly from Niger, Nigeria, Senegal and Mali) 

departed from Niger to arrive in Libya and Algeria. This represents a significant rise of 140% from the 

8,392 departures recorded in March 2016.  

 

Departure to Libya: The aggregate data published in the 4 IOM Flow Monitoring Point (FMP) from 

April 20161 show Migrants and Asylum seekers in outgoing flows from Niger to Libya made up 88% 

(17,800) of the total departures recorded from Niger (compared to 12% for the outgoing flow from 

Niger to Algeria). Nigerian and Senegalese were the largest proportion of people moving from Niger 

to Libya in April, accounting for 37% and 19% of movements respectively. Other nationalities 

recorded by the IOM-FMP are Ghanean, Ivorian, Nigerien and Malian. Migrants and asylum seekers 

depart from Seguedine (northern Niger) to reach Gatroun (southern Libya).The movement  to Libya 

reached a significant peak of 10,175 during the week of April 19th – April 25th 2016, which embodied 

38% of the total departure from Niger to Libya (28,552) registered between February 1st and April 25th 

2016. According to IOM this is due to the development of a new smuggling network using Seguedine 

as a stop off point in Northern Niger. 

 

Departure to Algeria: In April 2016, 2,272 departures from Arlit (Niger) to Assamaka/In Guezzam 

(Algeria) were registered by IOM Flow Monitoring Point (FMP). Migrants and Asylum Seekers using 

this axis in April 2016 were mainly from Niger (40%), Mali (12%) and Burkina Faso (10%), other 

nationalities recorded by the IOM are Guinean, Cameroonian and Gambian. 

 

Arrivals from Algeria and Libya: Data compiled from the 4 IOM Flow Monitoring Point (FMP) in 

April 2016 indicate that 6,470 migrant, asylum seekers and returnees had arrived from Libya and 

Algeria during the month. 4,265 persons arrived from Libya via Seguedine and Agadez (Niger) a 

further 2,205 arrived from Algeria via Arlit (Niger). FMP also indicates that people entering into Niger 

from Libya and Algeria were mainly Nigerien migrant’s returnees (67%), Malian (12%) and Burkinabe 

(6%) migrants and asylum seekers. Others individuals recorded in incoming flow from Algeria and 

Libya were from Gambia, Cameroon and Nigeria. The nature and modality of these arrivals 

(migration, spontaneous voluntary return, voluntary repatriation or deportation) are not specified. 

 

Forced Displacement in Diffa Region: Latest UNHCR data from April 27th 2016 recorded 137,000 

IDPs and 138,321 persons displaced from Nigeria (including refugees and migrants returnees from 

Nigeria) in the Diffa region in southeast Niger. IDPs, Nigerian refugees and migrant returnees are 

reported by UNHCR to be dispersed for 30 kilometres in makeshift camps along the Nigerien main 

highway (RN1) in the Diffa region.  As of April 2016, UNHCR identified 41 informal camps along this 

road. (For more information on Lac Chad Region Crisis refer Regional Information below). 

 

Refugees in Niger: In April 2016 Niger continues to host 60,329 Malian refugees and 138,321 

persons displaced from Nigeria refugees and migrants returnees from Nigeria (UNHCR). 

 

  

                                                           
1 From 29th March 2016 to 25th Avril 2016 
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Mali 

 

Syrian Asylum Seekers: As of May 6, 2016, Mali is reported in international media as a way station 

for Syrians asylum seekers flying into Mauritania to reach Europe by the West African land route. As 

of April 2016, no definitive data exists of registered Syrians in Mali while media report that 436 Syrian 

Refugees have been recorded by UNHCR near Timbuktu between January and April 2016. In 

addition it is reported in the same article that as of April 2016 Mali has granted 92 Syrians refugee 

status.  

 

An IOM Map describes the Syrian movement registered in Mauritania and Mali in April 2016. This 

map indicates that from Mauritania border Syrians are using two land routes to transit from Mali to 

Algeria. Syrians are reported by IOM to pay USD 240 to travel from Bassikounou (Mauritania) to 

Tamanrasset (Algeria) passing via Timbuktu (Mali). Another route exists from Mauritania through 

Bamako – Mopti and Gao (Mali). (For more information on Syrians in West Africa see Regional 

Information below). 

 

Malian Nationals Crossing into Europe:  The REACH Initiative has published a factsheet which 

provide a range of information on profile, motivation and route of migrants departing from Gao 

(Northern Mali) to Europe. The data in this factsheet are based on 45 interviews conducted between 

March 19th and 22nd 2016 with migrants and expected migrants in Gao. It shows that groups of 

migrants leaving from Gao to Europe are commonly composed of approximately 53% of men, 33% 

of women and 7% of unaccompanied children. The primary pull factors recorded are job opportunities 

(54%) and security (38%). It shows that the preferred destination countries for migrants from Gao to 

Europe are Spain (31%), Italy (26%) and France (13%). The cost for the journey from Gao to final 

destination in Europe is estimated to average USD 1,081 (minimum cost reported is USD 172 and 

maximum cost USD 3,453). 

 

Refugees in the Neighbouring Countries: According to UNHCR figures, as of April 30th there are 

134,826 Malian refugees in neighbouring countries in the region, a decrease of 9,849 (7%) from 

March 2016. As of April 2015, the majority of the refugees are hosted in Niger (47%), Mauritania 

(30%) and Burkina Faso (23%). 

 

Returning Refugees: The Programme Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM), led by IOM in 

coordination with the Malian Ministry of Labour, Social and Humanitarian Affairs and the Ministry of 

Security releases data on IDPs, Refugees and Returnees in Mali every two months. The DTM for 

April 2016 registered 4,690 spontaneous voluntary returns of Malian refugees between February and 

April 2016 rising the total number of refugee’s returnees since August 2013 to 47,389. Among them 

15,897 (33%) returned from Burkina Faso, 13,731 (29%) from Niger, 11,343 from Mauritania and 

6,415 (14%) from Algeria (DTM). The DTM figures differs from UNHCR figure which registered only 

21,274 Malian refugee’s voluntary return between August 2013 and April 2016. 

 

Internal Displacement: The Programme Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM), for April 2016 

registered 36,762 IDPs in Mali, a decrease of 29,5% (15,401) from the 15,401 IDPs registered in 

March 2016 (UNHCR). As of April 30th 2016, region of Timbuktu and Gao host the majority of IDPs 

accounting for 45% (16,713) and 28% (10,307) of movements respectively (DTM).  

 

IDP Return: 468,467 IDPs voluntarily returns have been registered between July 2013 and April 

2016 with 15,408 returns recorded between January and April 2016 (DTM). 

 

  

 

Nigeria 

 

Nigerien Arrivals in Europe: Between January 1st and April 31st 2016, 4,204 Nigerians have arrived 

in Europe via the Central Mediterranean Route to Italy according to the Frontex figures. Nigeriens 

made up 15% of arrivals to Italy along this route in 2016 ranking at the first position in nationality 

arrival to Italy (UNHCR). 

 

Nigerian Transiting via Niger: Data from the IOM Flow Monitoring Point (FMP) was developed in 

February 2016 recording the weekly number of departures from Niger to Libya and Algeria. Data 

compiled from the IOM-Flow Monitoring Point in April, shows that 6,428 Nigerians transit through 
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Niger to reach Libya between April 5th and April 25th making up 37% of the total outgoing flow from 

Niger to Libya reported during this period. 

 

Refugees in the Neighbouring Countries: According to the latest figures from UNHCR, as of April 

a total of 209,853 Refugees and Asylum seekers from Nigeria had sought refuge in the Lake Chad 

region since the start of the Boko Haram Insurgency in July 2009. These refugees are hosted in Niger 

(68%), Cameroon (29%) and Chad (3%). (For more information on Lac Chad Region Crisis see 

Regional Information below). 

 

Returning Refugees: As of April 2016, Cameroon’s Government identified over 67,000 Nigerians 

refugees who have returned from Northern Cameroon to Borno State (Nigeria) since the beginning 

of the year. In addition, UNHCR registered 1,659 refugees’ returned to Adamawa states (Nigeria) 

between January and April 2016. According to UNHCR part of this return may not be voluntarily and 

could have been implemented under conditions falling short of international legal obligations. 

 

Internal Displacement: As of April 2016, IOM recorded 2,155,618 IDPs in Northern Nigeria a 

decrease of 4% from the 2,241,484 IDPs recorded in March 2016. Among the total number of IDPs 

in April 2016 53.72% are reported to be children (IOM). As of March 2016, UNHCR indicated that 

Nigeria is the 3rd African country with the highest number of Internal Displaced Person (after Soudan 

and Democratic Republic of Congo). 

 

  

 

Burkina 

Faso 

 

Burkinabe Transiting via Niger: Data from the IOM Flow Monitoring Point (FMP) was developed in 

February 2016 and since recorded weekly numbers of departures from Niger to Libya and Algeria. 

Data compiled from the three IOM-Flow Monitoring Point (FMP) of April 2016, shows that 184 

Burkinabe transit via Niger to reach Algeria between April 5th and April 25th making up 10% of the 

total outgoing flow from Niger to Algeria during this period. 

 

Refugees in Burkina Faso: As of April 31st 2016, there were 33,069 Malian refugees in Burkina 

Faso. According to UNHCR, 70% are living in camp, 25% in host communities in rural areas and 5% 

are residing in urban areas. 

 

Regional Displacement: As of April 2016, the Burkinabe Red Cross registered 2000 persons 

displaced from Cote d’Ivoire to southwest Burkina Faso (Numbiel Province). Among them 15% (300) 

are reported to be under 5 years old by the Burkinabe Red Cross. (For more information refer to the 

section Cote d’Ivoire - Regional Displacement). 

 

  

 

Cote d’Ivoire 

 

Ivoirians Arrivals to Europe: Between January 1st and April 31st Frontex registered 2,296 Ivoirians 

arriving by sea to Italy using the Central Mediterranean Route and 205 Ivoirian arrivals to Spain using 

the West African Route.  

 

Ivoirians Transiting via Niger: Data compiled from  IOM-Flow Monitoring Point of April 2016, 

indicates that the numbers of Ivoirians transiting via Niger reached a peak between April 19th and 

April 25th making up 12% (1,221) of the total departures from Niger to Libya during the week. Ivoirians 

accounted for less than 7% of the outgoing flows from Niger during the others weeks of the month, 

no information has been provided to account for this increase. 

 

Refugees in Neighbouring Countries: According to UNHCR figures there are, as of April 2016, 

45,635 Ivoirians refugees in neighbouring countries, a decrease of 5% from the 48,217 refugees 

registered in March 2016. Ivoirians refugees are mainly hosted in Liberia (48%), Ghana (24%) and 

Guinea (16%) according to last UNHCR figures from April 30th 2016. 

 

Returning Refugees: Since the opening of the two humanitarian corridors on Liberian Borders in 

December 2015, UNHCR continued assisting the voluntary repatriation of Ivoirians Refugees from 
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Liberia. In April 2016, UNHCR assisted the voluntarily repatriation of 2,803 Ivoirians refugees from 

Liberia rising the total number of voluntarily assisted return which occurred since January 2016 to 

14,000. 

 

Regional Displacement: ECHO reported that, as of April 6th, 5,500 persons have been displaced in 

the region (in Cote d’Ivoire, Burkina Faso and Ghana) following violent clashes that began on March 

29th between farmers and migrant pastoralists in Bouna (northeast Cote d’Ivoire). According to OCHA 

in April 20th 2016, there were 2,874 new IDPs in the north-eastern Cote d’Ivoire as a result of these 

clashes. In addition between 1,500 and 2,000 persons were displaced from Cote d’Ivoire to Burkina 

Faso and 500 persons have found refuge in Ghana (ECHO and Burkinabe Red Cross). 

 

  

 

Liberia 

 

Migration Policy: In April 2016 IOM report that the Aliens and Nationality Act would be revised by 

the Liberian Bureau of Immigration and Naturalization (BIN). This law regulates immigration 

conditions and nationality applications in Liberia and has not been amended since 1974. According 

to IOM potential revisions could include measures to incorporate international and regional standards 

of migration management, to clarify the role of the BIN, to regulate visa categories and to prevent 

statelessness. 

 

Liberian Migrants: Famine Early Warning System Network noted on April 30th that poor rubber 

tapping households negatively affected by the international rubber price decline are developing 

migratory strategies to meet their basic needs. The network previously highlighted this process on a 

note in March 31st, however, as of April the preferred destination of potential migrants and extent of 

the phenomenon are still not known. 

 

Refugees in Liberia: By April 2016 there were 22,745 refugees in Liberia (including 22,272 Ivoirians, 

380 Sierra Leonean, 69 persons of various nationality and 24 Asylum Seekers) according to UNHCR 

data. 

 

  

 

Guinea 

 

Guinean Arrivals to Europe: 1 602 Guineans arrived by sea in Italy and Greece between January 

1st and March 31st according to the last figures of the IOM2. The routes used are not recorded. In 

addition, Frontex reported the arrivals of 670 Guineans in Spain via the West African Route between 

January 1st and April 31st. 

 

Guineans Transiting via Niger: Data compiled from IOM- Flow Monitoring Point in April 2016, noted 

that 102 Guineans transit via Niger to reach Algeria between April 5th and April 18th making up 9% of 

the total departure registered from Niger to Algeria during this period (1,143).  

 

Regional Migration: Although data on Guinean migration is scarce, a recent report published in April 

2016 by IOM and USAID, to monitor migration movement in the context of the Ebola virus outbreak, 

provides a range of information on movement occurring between Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone 

between January 1st and 31st 2016. 

 

At the Liberian border with Nzerekore region in Guinea, 47,846 movements were reported in outgoing 

flows from Liberia to Guinea, of which 86% are estimated to be weekly cross-border movements and 

14% are long and middle term migration. The main motivations for the cross-border 

movements/migration were economic (64%) and family visit (32%). People on the move between the 

Liberian-Guinean borders are reported to move by motorcycle (40%), by foot (36%), by public 

transport (20%) and by boat crossing river (10%). 

 

At the Sierra Leone border with Kindia region in Guinea, 20,048 movements were reported in 

outgoing flows from Liberia to Guinea, of which 53% were estimated to be weekly cross-border 

movements and 34% are long and middle term migration (others type of movements are not 

                                                           
2 Most recent data available as of April 2016 
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specified). The main motivations for the cross-border movements/migration between Sierra Leone 

and Guinea were economic (57%) and family visit (40%). People on the move between the Liberian-

Guinean borders are reported to move by public transport (45%), by motorcycle (13%), by foot (8%) 

and by private car (8%). 

 

In addition, the same report indicated that 270 persons transited via guinea in January 2016, to reach 

Gambia (64%), Senegal (19%), Mali (16%) and Ghana (6%). 

 

  

 

Senegal 

 

Senegalese Arrivals to Europe: 1 667 Senegalese arrived by sea in Italy and Greece between 

January 1st and March 31st according to the last figures of the IOM. In addition, UNHCR estimated 

that Senegalese made up 4.4% of sea arrivals to Italy by the Central Mediterranean Route between 

January and March 20163. 

 

Transit Migration in Niger: Data compiled from IOM-Flow Monitoring Point of April 2016, indicated 

that between April 5th and April 25th 2,705 Senegalese transit via Niger, passing through Seguedine 

to reach Libya making up 18% of the total outgoing flow (17,373) from Niger to Libya reported during 

this period. 

 

  

 

Other 

Regional 

Information 

 

Syrians in West Africa: The Syrian conflict occurring since 2010 continues to drive displacement of 

thousands of Syrians across borders4. Media reports from March 2016 noted that strict visa admission 

and limited access to Syrian in Middle East and North African countries pushed Syrian nationals to 

develop new strategies in order to access Europe. In April 2016, Syrians were reported by media to 

fly into Mauritania (one of the last countries allowing free entry to Syrians). According to an Al Jazeera 

report from April 3rd 2016, hundreds of Syrian have arrived in West Africa since the beginning of the 

crisis. Most of them are reported by international media to transit via Mali by bus in order to reach 

either Morocco to access the Spanish enclave of Ceuta and Melilla or Libya to cross into Italy by 

Central Mediterranean Route. As of April 2016, Mauritania do not require visa for Syrian according 

to the website of the Mauritanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs while media reports that Mauritania have 

begun to apply visas for Syrians in March 2016. Al Jazeera also report as of April 3rd the presence of 

Syrians living in Senegal. 

 

Migration Policy: On April 18th, 20 new measures were adopted by the European Commission (in 

the framework of EU Emergency Trust Fund) in order to improve migration management and to 

reduce irregular migration in the Sahel and Lake Chad region. Their adoption is an application of the 

commitment undertaken under the Valetta Summit on Migration which gathered European and 

Africans countries together to develop a work plan for migration management in November 2015. 

These measures include a budget of over EUR 280 million and are based on three areas: 1) the 

management of migration flows, 2) the creation of economic opportunities for young people in transit 

migration area and 3) to address the factors of instability and vulnerability which could drive migration 

and displacement in west Africa region. Specific measure will be undertaken nationally in partnership 

with Government of Niger, Senegal, Mauritania, and Burkina Faso. One regional measure (EUR 5 

million) is focused on capacity building of the Economic Community of West African States 

(ECOWAS) and includes activities on data collection and migration management to fight against 

trafficking and smuggling. Eight measures (EUR 118 million) are dedicated to Lake Chad Region to 

support people affected by Boko Haram Insurgency. 

 

Lake Chad Basin Displacement: The Boko Haram insurgency which begin in July 2009 in Northern 

Nigeria is, as of April 2016, impacting across the whole Lake Chad Region. A Multinational Joint Task 

Force (MJTF) involving troops from Nigeria, Niger, Chad, Cameroon and Benin has deployed under 

a joint military operation against Boko Haram in the region since October 2015. In Niger, Nigeria, 

                                                           
3 Most recent data available as of April 2016 
4 For more information on the Syrian Conflict and on Syrian displacement please refers to DRC Summary of Regional Migration Trends for Middle 
East Region  
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Cameroon and Chad, military operations from the MJTF against Boko Haram have reduced the 

insurgency, however Boko Haram attacks against civilians (including suicide bombing, civil unrest, 

and IEDs) continue to drive displacement of IDPs, refugees and returnees within the region 

(International Crisis Groups). As of April 2016, IOM estimated that displacement due to the Boko 

Haram insurgency reached almost three million of persons in four countries. The crisis has most 

notably driven displacement of 2,241,484 persons in Nigeria, 319,036 in Niger, 270,264 in Cameroon 

and 109,633 in Chad (Including IDPs, Refugees and Returnees) according to IOM.  

 

Death at Sea: According to the IOM Missing Migrant Project, as of April 26th there were a total of 581 

recorded migrants and refugees deaths crossing from North Africa to Italy.  Nine migrants and 

refugees’ death were also reported by IOM in the Sahel and North Africa Region (1 exposure, 9 

drowning). In addition, IOM noted that 84 persons coming from West Africa have been reported 

missing following the sinking of a boat near Lampedusa (Italy) on April 29th, the boat was carrying at 

least 110 persons according to the IOM. It is reported on the same note that 26 individuals from West 

Africa have been rescued and have informed the missing of at least 5 unaccompanied minors and of 

one baby which were part of the crossing.  

 

 

New 

Research, 

Reports and 

Books on 

West African 

Migrations 

Who Belongs? Statelessness and Nationality in West Africa, Migration Policy Institute: This research 

article gives an in-depth overview of the problem of statelessness in West Africa analysing the 

historical, legal framework and migration trends contexts. It also provides an overview of the latest 

data available on the subject and the vulnerability of persons concerned by this phenomenon. 

Africa Visa openness report 2016, African Development Bank: The Africa Visa Openness report 

measures how open African countries are when it comes to visas by looking at what they ask of 

citizens from other countries in Africa when they travel. It aims to show at a glance which countries 

are facilitating travel for citizens of other countries and how: whether they allow people to travel to 

their country without a visa. 

Repenser les mobilités burkinabè, Sous la direction de Sylvie Bredeloup et Mahamadou Zongo 

africaines, 256p: This book from April 2016 aims to examine the many routes used today by 

Burkinabe migrants to reach Ghana, Italy and a growing number of others host countries, but also to 

inform on the heterogeneity of the figures of migrants and their practices and their adaptability to new 

policies and context. 
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