
 

 
 

Office of the UN Resident Coordinator Flash Update No. 1 
 
Bangladesh | 2020 Severe Monsoon Floods 
 
Situation Overview 
 
July 18, 2020: Heavy monsoon rain and water from upstream sources caused slow-onset severe flooding 
in low lying areas of Northern Bangladesh. The Bangladesh Flood Forecasting and Warning Centre (FFWC) 
forecasts that water level will be above danger level for the next 5 days at Bahadurabad in Brahmaputra 
River. The European Centre for Medium-Range Weather Forecast (ECMWF)’s forecasts for the 10 days 
show nearly 1000 mm accumulated rainfall over the catchment of Teesta, Dharala, Dudkumar and 
Brahmaputra. 
 
Flood protection infrastructures such as embankments, dykes, dams and sluices are already damaged. 
many rivers, bank erosion has been observed and expected to be more severe when flood water starts 
receding. According to the forecasts, the current floods might be the most prolonged since 1988 and, it is 
unlikely that the water will start receding before next month.  

 
 
 

18 District 
impacted 

2.4 million 
affected 

548,819 
household 
waterlogged 

54 People 
Dead1 

 
According to National Disaster Response 
Coordination Center (NDRCC) report 
issued on July 17, 18 districts (Lalmonirhat, 
Kurigram, Gaibandha, Nilphamari, 
Naogaon, Rangpur, Sirajganj, Bogra, 
Jamalpur, Tangail, Netrokona, Rajbari, 
Faridpur, Madaripur, Manikganj, Feni, 
Sunamganj, Sylhet) of Northern, North-
Eastern and South-Eastern Bangladesh are 
most affected due to continuation of week-
long monsoon rains in the upstream regions 
and throughout the country. The flood 
situation is currently worsening in those 
districts where roads are cut off and 
hundreds of thousands of people are 
stranded. NDRCC preliminary report inform 
that 2.4 million people are affected in the 18 
district and 548,816 families lost their 
houses. Similarly, as for the still on-going 
recovery response to Cyclone Amphan, the 
COVID-19 pandemic context put further 
challenges to disaster and recovery efforts 
in particular the respect of physical 
distancing measures and the fear of getting 
infected in emergency shelters.  
 

 
1 Health Emergency Operations Centre and Control Room of Directorate General of Health Service (DGHS) report on 18 July 2020. 54 deaths due to 

drowning (51) and snake bites (3).  

 

http://www.ffwc.gov.bd/
https://www.globalfloods.eu/


 

 
 
Anticipatory Action 
 
The Needs Assessment 
Working Group (NAWG) co-
chaired by the Department of 
Disaster Management (DDM) 
and CARE Bangladesh under 
the Humanitarian Coordination 
Task Team (HCTT) updated its 
Anticipatory Impact Analysis 
report.   
 
The report analyzes information 
from the Global Flood 
Awareness System (GLOFAS) 
as well as the FFWC’s outlook 
and it shows that 7.53 million 
people in 21 districts are 
exposed to high and moderate 
flooding considering 5-20 Years 
Return Period (High) and 2-5 
Years Return Period (Medium). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Projected 21 
district impacted  

exposed 7.53 
million people  

exposed 3.80  
million women 
 

projected 
2,833,757 people 
displaced 

 
In an innovative approach to dealing with severe flooding in Bangladesh, the humanitarian community 
together with the Government of Bangladesh is using the latest in data and predictive analytic models to 
forecast the next major monsoon floods, to estimate likely impacts and, to take action before seasonal 
floods become a disaster.    
 
On 4 July, severe flooding was forecasted with high probability for mid-July along the Jamuna river, with 
one third of the area’s total population likely to be severely impacted. The forecast corresponded to the 
warning that triggered the release of US$ 5.2 million from the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) 
as part of a CERF pilot on Anticipatory Action to complement Government of Bangladesh (GoB)’s 
preparedness and response efforts. It was the fastest CERF allocation in the history of the CERF. On 11 
July, an updated forecast predicted that the floods would reach critical levels within the next five days. It 
activated the start of rapid delivery of aid to targeted vulnerable communities exposed to great danger. This 
aid helped communities to urgently prepare for the looming disaster and, to protect themselves against it. 
the World Food Programme (WFP), Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the UN Population Fund 
(UNFPA) distributed multi-purpose cash, seeds, livestock feed, storage drums, hygiene, dignity and health 
kits to 5 severely impacted in Bogura, Gaibandha, Kurigram, Jamalpur and Sirajgonj districts. This 
trailblazing pilot was implemented in close collaboration with the Bangladesh Red Crescent Society 
(BDRCS)-led working group on Forecast-based Action under the HCTT. Its members activated their Early 
Actions protocols. 
  

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/bangladesh/document/20200713nawg-sitrep-and-anticipated-impactmonsoon-flood-20203
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/bangladesh/document/20200713nawg-sitrep-and-anticipated-impactmonsoon-flood-20203


 

 
 
Government Preparedness and Response 
 
On 9 July, Honorable Minister of the Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief (MoDMR) chaired an 
Inter-Ministerial Disaster Management Coordination Committee (IMDMCC) meeting with the representation 
of high-level officials from the civil administration, the Armed Forces and, BDRCS. During the meeting, the 
following decisions were taken line with 2019 SOD and the Disaster Management Act and COVID-19 
mitigation measures:  
 
▪ Share flood forecasting and weather updates and take necessary actions including extensive publicity 

of toll-free number 1090 to get flood forecasting, disasters and weather information. Take necessary 
actions to keep mobile and land lines, internet and network active; 

▪ Broadcast awareness raising messages, preparedness and response information and flood forecasting 
updates using community radio at local level; 

▪ Prepare flood shelters and educational institutions that can be used as shelters and keep necessary 
boats and water transports ready for conducting rescue activities and evacuating flood affected people 
to the shelters. Take necessary safety measures for women, children and elderly at flood shelters 

▪ Instruct to organize the meeting of local Disaster Management Committees (DMCS) for field level 
preparedness activities; 

▪ Keep the bridges and railway lines functioning in the flood affected areas and take necessary actions to 
prepare a plan to ensure quick repairing of submerged roads and keep the roads functioning. Take 
necessary actions for safety of the flood protection dams;  

▪ Ensure availability of water purification tablets at local level and keep sufficient stock of food in the 
storage as well provide free healthcare services during and after flood  

 
According to the NDRCC Report, national authorities opened 1,483 shelter in the affected area. As of 17 
July, approximately 49,522 people took shelter, 8,210 metric tons of rice, BDT 22,250,000 (approximately 
US$ 262,073) cash, 48,000 packets of dry foods, BDT 4,800,000 (approximately US$56,537) worth of 
fodders (animal foods) and BDT 4,800,000 (approximately US$56,537) worth of children’s meal were 
allocated so far to respond to the disaster. Each district will receive 200 metric tons of rice, BDT 500,000 
cash (approximately US$5,889), BDT 200,000 (approximately US$2,356) worth of children’s meal, BDT 
200,000 (approximately US$2,356) worth of fodder and 2,000 packets of dry foods. The below table 
presents what has been distributed as of 17 July from the allocations made.  
 
 

     

4,966 metric tons 
of rice distributed 

 
US$ 247,257 cash 

distributed 

42,772 packets of 
dry foods distributed 

US$24,735 
animal foods 
distributed 

US$24,735 worth 
of children’s meal 

distributed 
 
 
The District Disaster Management Committees (DDMC) and Bangladesh Water Development Board offices 
are constantly monitoring the flood situation since June and holding meetings, to gear up preparedness 
and response efforts. 1,175 Mobile Medical Teams are activated at local level and are working 24/7. The 
National Health Emergency Operations Centre and Control Room is also closely monitoring the evolving 
situation. 
 
   
  



 

 
 
Humanitarian Community Preparedness and Response 
 
The Humanitarian Coordination Task Team (HCTT) co-led by the MoDMR and the UN Resident 
Coordinator’s Office met on 14 July 2020. As recommended by the MoDMR which co-chairs the HCTT 
together with the UN, the clusters liaised closely with their national technical government partners in order 
to analyse jointly the situation and to identify possible areas where a complementary support from the 
humanitarian community would add-value to the government-led response.  
 
The NAWG coordinated the preparation of a rapid joint assessment of the situation in collaboration with 
national authorities and partners in the most impacted areas. COVID-19-sensitive community engagement 
materials were already made available. Anticipatory Situation and Anticipatory Impact The HCTT activated 
the Humanitarian Preparedness and Response Plan (HPRP) in line with the HCTT contingency plan for 
climate-related disasters in time of COVID- 19 pandemic.  
 
At BDRCS’s request, IFRC launched an Emergency Plan of Action (EPoA). BDRCS together with IFRC is 
closely monitoring the situation. It allocated some 13,400 food packs and, it ordered the deployment of six 
water purification units and 1,800 units of jerry cans. Household items such as 2,000 sets of hygiene kits, 
1,000 dignity kits, 3,000 sheets of tarpaulins and 2,000 tents are ready for distribution from their disaster 
preparedness stock.  
 
In addition to its volunteers active in the field notably in Gaibandha, Kurigram, Bogura, Sirajganj, Tangail, 
Lalmonirhat, Nilphamari, Jamalpur, BDRCS put 180 National Disaster Response Teams (NDRT), National 
Disaster WASH Response Teams (NDWRT) and Mobile Medical Teams on standby for deployment. 
BDRCS opened its Emergency Control Room and advised all its staff to be on high alert for deployment.  
 
With UK Aid support, Start Fund Bangladesh raised an alert and GBP 900,000 were allocated for the 
response in the districts of Kurigram, Gaibandha, Sirajganj, Jamalpur, Sylhet and Sunamganj. Response 
partners are CNRS, ESDO, VARD, SAVE, Friendship BD, Islamic Relief BD and World Vision. 
 
UN Agencies including UNICEF, WFP, FAO, UNDP, WHO and UNFPA are using their prepositioned stocks 
to complement the response. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information, contact:  
 
Henry Glorieux, Humanitarian Affairs Advisor  henry.glorieux@one.un.org 
Kazi Shahidur Rahman, Humanitarian Affairs Specialist, shahidur.rahman@one.un.org 
 
 
 

Mia Seppo, UN Resident Coordinator in Bangladesh said “While the recovery from Cyclone Amphan is 
still on-going and, as the battle against the pandemic continues, the humanitarian community must do 
all it can to support the GoB-led response to the floods affecting millions of people on the front line of 
the Climate Emergency”.  

 

http://www.shongjog.org.bd/resources/i/?id=fda49dcb-122d-4a34-b59e-cba8ebcd6577
http://www.shongjog.org.bd/resources/i/?id=fda49dcb-122d-4a34-b59e-cba8ebcd6577
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/bangladesh/document/humanitarian-preparedness-and-response-plan-climate-related-0
https://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/hctt-contingency-plan-2020-climate-related-disasters-covid-19-pandemic-context
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MDRBD026do.pdf
mailto:henry.glorieux@one.un.org
mailto:shahidur.rahman@one.un.org

