
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                           
 

Key messages 
 Harvest expectations are good in general. All main agricultural productions in 2011 are expected to be above 2006/2010 averages. 
 Food prices continued to increase, although at a slower pace than in the previous months. Prices remained however high 

compared to one year ago. The Food Price Index in June 2011 was 10% over June 2010 level.   
 High food and energy prices in 2010 could have led to an increase of 5% of the poverty rate, according to the World Bank. 
 Cereal imports in the first half of 2011 were 16% below previous year’s level but the import bill was 24% higher due to high food 

prices on international market. 

Republic of Moldova  
April –June 2011  

Food security indicators*  
(Time series available at: www.foodsec.org/mo) 

 
Economic indicators 

GDP growth (%) 6.9 2010 
Total population (millions)  3.5 2010 
Population growth (%) -0.1 2010 
Share of rural population (%) 59 2010 
Life expectancy (years) 69 2010 

Unemployment (%) Total 
Rural 

7.4 
5.4 2010 

Social protection expenditures as % of  
  government budget  33 2009 

Consumer Price Index (2009=100) 108 2010 
Food Price Index (2009=100) 107 2010 
Remittances as % of GDP (WB) 34 2007 
Cereal imports as % of total exports (in value)  0.7 2009 

 

Agricultural indicators 
Contribution of agriculture to GDP  
  (without agro-processing) (%)  12 2010 

Share of plant  
  production/livestock  
  in agricultural GDP (%) 

Plant 
Livestock 
  

66 
34 
 

2010 

Share of labour force in  
  agriculture (%) 

Women 
Men 

12 
15 2010 

Average land ownership (ha)  1.8 2010 
Farmgate price index (2008=100) 143 2010 
Average monthly salary in agriculture (MDL) 1 639 2010 
Women's access to land ownership  
  (UNDP) 

Full 
access 2009 

 

Other indicators including nutrition 

Prevalence of poverty (%)  Total 
Rural 

26 
36 2009 

Share of food expenditures in 
  total expenditures (%)  

Total 
1st quintile 

41 
56 2009 

Share of staple (cereals and potatoes) in  
  total calorie consumption (FAO) (%) 49 2007 

Share of protein of animal origin in total  
  calorie consumption (FAO) (%) 7 2007 

Undernourished population  
  2005–2007 (FAO) (%) 6  

Prevalence of iron deficiency among  
  women (anemia, age 15–49) (FAO) (%) 28 2005 

Prevalence of stunting among under 5  
  children (FAO) (%) 8 2005 

Income share held by lowest 20% (WB) (%) 6.8 2008 
* Source: National Bureau of Statistics unless otherwise indicated 

   

Food Security and Agriculture Highlights 

  Food security and poverty situation  
Rising food and energy prices causes a substantial increase in the 
number of poor people. According to a simulation carried out by the 
Word Bank, higher food and energy prices in 2010 could have led to 
an increase of almost 5% of the poverty rate in Moldova in 2010. The 
implications of high food prices are particularly significant for the 
poorest people who spend more than half of their budget on food.  
 
Based on the most recent data available on the prevalence of 
undernourishment (2005–07), Republic of Moldova is classified by 
FAO among the countries with a moderately low level of hunger, with 
6% of undernourishment (FAO). 
 

FAO SCALE OF HUNGER (% of undernourishment)  
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 Food prices  

Food prices continued to increase, although at a slower pace than in 
the first quarter of the year and in 2010. Food prices increased by 
1.8% between March and June 2011. Prices remained however high 
compared to one year ago. The Food Price Index in June 2011 was 
10% over the previous year’s level. Rising fuel price keeps inflation 
high in 2011. Fuel price increased by 5% in the first half of 2011, 
contributing to the increase of food prices. 
 
Bread: Bread price increased by about 2% between March and June 
2011.  Bread price in April–June 2011 was on average 3% higher than 
in the same period of 2010. Government provided 3.4 thousand tonnes 
of wheat to bakeries to stabilize bread prices during the reporting 
period. The wheat was provided conditional on in-kind reimbursement 
after the harvest. 
 

National monthly price indices of bread 

 
Source: National Bureau of Statistics 

 

 
Potato: Potato price continued to rise steadily during the reporting 
period, reaching an absolute record level of MDL 9/per Kg in June 
2011. The average price in April–June 2011 was 4.2% higher than 
during the same period in 2010. Potato price is expected to drop soon 
with the arrival of the new harvest. 

 

National monthly price of potato (MDL/kg) 

 
Source: National Bureau of Statistics 
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More readings: 
 
FAO - Policy Briefs 
FAO - Global food price monitor 
FAO - Crop Prospects and Food 
Situation 
FAO - Media Center 
Word Bank 
 
Website: www.foodsec.org 
 

 
The views expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the views of the European Union or the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. 

  Agricultural production 
New forecasts were issued by the Ministry of Agriculture and Food 
Industry (MAFI) in the second quarter of 2011, taking into 
consideration the information available on vegetation conditions, 
input supplies and area sown. 
 
 

Agricultural production (thousand tonnes) 

  
Avg 

2006–
2010 

2010 2011 
(forecast) 

2011/
2010 
(%) 

2011/ 
average 

(%) 

Cereal 
grain 2 143 2 362 2 329 -1 9 
of which 
   Corn 1 143 1 410 1 305 -7 14 
   Wheat 773 744 779 5 1 
   Barley 227 208 245 18 8 
Sunflower 315 383 334 13 6 
Sugar beet 782 824 936 14 20 
Potato 277 279 285 2 3 
Vegetables 345 343 350 2 1 
Perennial 

plantations 331 370 400 8 21 

Source: National Bureau of Statistics and Ministry of Agriculture and Food Industry  
 
 
According to updated forecasts, all main agricultural productions in 
2011 will be above 2006/2010 averages. All main productions in 
2011 are also expected to be higher than in 2010, except corn and 
sunflower. The productions of corn and sunflower are expected to 
amount to respectively 93% and 87% of 2010 levels. The decrease 
in corn production in 2011 is attributed to the low quality of seeds. 
The sunflower production has been affected by heavy rains in April 
and May. 
 
According to the National Bureau of Statistics, the agricultural 
production increased by 4% in January–June 2011, compared to the 
same period of the previous year. The increase in agricultural 
production was mainly determined by animal production growth. 
Meat production grew by 9%, mainly due to the 24% increase in pig 
farms. The number of cattle decreased, resulting in a 3% reduction 
in cattle breeding. Egg production decreased by 2%.  
  
In January–June 2011, the average selling prices of agricultural 
products offered by agricultural enterprises were 20% higher than in 
2010 during the same period. Average prices increased by 44% for 
plant products while they decreased by 8% for animal products. The 
small farmers are unfortunately not able to take advantage of price 
increases to the fullest extent as they do not have direct access to 
the market because of the small quantities of products that they can 
offer. They are therefore forced to sell to intermediates and to share 
part of the margin with them.   
 
Cereal harvesting started at the end of June. It is expected that 
approximately 40% of the wheat produced (312 thousand tonnes) 
will be of sufficient quality to be used for bread production. 
 

  Food trade 
In the first half of 2011, cereals imports amounted to 5.2 thousand 
tonnes, i.e. 16% less than in the first half of 2010. The import bill in 
the first half of 2011 was however 24% higher than in the first half of 
2010, due to high cereal prices on international market. 
 
The ban on wheat exports, imposed on 2 February 2011 was lifted in 
April as market stabilized and wheat harvest expectations were 
good.  
 

Cereal imports (January–June) 

 
Source: Customs Service 

Objective of the Food Security and Agriculture Highlights 
The objectives of the Highlights is to provide an overview of the situation of food security in the country, 
with a focus on agriculture which is a key sector for developing the country and improving food security of 
rural and urban populations. 
 
The Highlights are produced with support from the EC/FAO Programme on information systems to improve food security decision-making in the 
European Neighbourhood Policy East Area (2010–2012), funded by the European Union and implemented by the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations. 
 
For more information please contact: 
Viorel Gherciu   Francoise Trine 
Viorel.Gherciu@fao.org     Francoise.Trine@fao.org 
 
  

Beef: The price of beef meat slightly decreased during the reporting 
period. Average price in April–June 2011 was 2% higher than in 
2010 during the same period. 

Production is therefore expected to be sufficient to cover 
consumption needs which are estimated at 320 thousand tonnes 
per year. The rest of the wheat will be used to feed cattle or 
exported as feed. 
 
In June 2011, normal to good vegetation conditions were observed 
throughout the country. Very good conditions were detected mainly 
in Cahul (Southern Republic of Moldova) and Dubasari (Northeast) 
districts.   
 

 
 

 
 

Source: JRC MARS – FoodSec 
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