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Joint UN Mission to Assess Mine Action Needs in Ukraine 

KYIV, 25 January 2016 - As a result of the conflict in eastern parts of Ukraine, civilians 
have suffered significantly. Loss of life and injuries resulting from mines and explosive 
munitions has risen among the civilian population. There is a clear need for increased 
humanitarian mine action to ensure safe living conditions for inhabitants of the conflict-
affected areas, as well as safe and secure delivery of humanitarian assistance. At the 
request of the Government of Ukraine, the United Nations is conducting a technical 
humanitarian Mine Action Needs Assessment Mission from 23 January-5 February 
2016. The Mission will assess the impact of contamination by mines and explosive 
munitions and make technical recommendations for further humanitarian mine action 
response. 

The joint mission is composed of technical experts of the United Nations Development 
Program (UNDP), United Nations Children Fund (UNICEF) and United Nations Mine 
Action Service (UNMAS), mandated to coordinate humanitarian mine action within the 
United nation system. The mission is supported by the Mine Action Sub-Cluster in 
Ukraine, functioning under the UN-led humanitarian coordination system. The experts 
will work in close consultation with the Ministries of Defence, Education, Information, 
Interior and Foreign Affairs, State Emergency Services and other relevant authorities at 
national and local levels, NGOs, the OSCE, Geneva International Centre for 
Humanitarian Demining (GICHD), as well as other stakeholders, including in eastern 
Ukraine. 

“Due to the conflict that erupted in spring 2014, several areas are contaminated by 
landmines and explosive remnants of  war. In recent months, more than 80 per cent of 
civilian casualties were caused by explosive devices – this underscores the urgent need 
to address the risks posed to civilians living in these areas and to provide mine risk 
education  and other humanitarian mine action to minimize the number of  casualties on 
both sides of the contact line.” - said Neal Walker, UN Resident Coordinator and 
Humanitarian Coordinator in Ukraine.

While the primary responsibility for de-mining efforts rests with all the concerned sides 
of the conflict, the upcoming mission is complementary in nature and will assist the UN 
to better assess the scope of the current needs on the ground and the ongoing efforts by 
other actors involved.



***

As stated in the UN Strategy on Mine Action 2013-2018, the vision of the United Nations is a world free of the 
threat of mines and explosive remnants of war (ERW), including cluster munitions, where individuals and 
communities live in a safe environment  conducive to development  and where the human rights and the needs of 
mine and ERW victims are met  and survivors are fully integrated as equal members of their societies. The United 
Nations works with affected states to reduce the threat  and impact  of mines and ERW, including cluster 
munitions, on peace and security, humanitarian relief, human rights, and socio-economic development; It  does so 
in partnership with civil society, the private sector, international and regional arrangements, and donors with an 
aim to secure levels of prevention and protection for individuals and communities, at  which point  UN mine 
action assistance is no longer requested. More information on UN mine action: http://www.mineaction.org 

***

United Nations in Ukraine works together with the people and the Government of Ukraine to protect the most 
vulnerable, and build peace for sustainable transformation in Ukraine. The United Nations Country Team 
(UNCT) in Ukraine is composed of representatives of 17 UN funds and programmes, specialized agencies and 
other UN entities accredited to Ukraine. More information: www.un.org.ua, @un_ukraine.
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