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Context 

 

Middle Juba borders with Bay region to the north, Gedo to the west and northwest, Lower Shebelle to 

the northeast and Lower Juba to the south. The region has three districts, namely Sakow, Salagle and 

Jilib. The region has a total population of approximately 239,000 people
1
. All of the districts in the 

region are fully controlled by Al-Shabaab (AS). MSF Holland is the only international NGO with 

access to the area. There is no UN presence in the region. However, local NGOs have access to the 

region.  

 

According to FSNAU, food availability has improved in the rain-fed area of the region in the last Deyr 

season; however, poor GU rains performance has resulted in below average crop production. The 

region has also experienced floods in the last Deyr season causing crop failure in Buale, Jilib and 

Sakow districts that resulted a below average harvest.   

 

Humanitarian Needs  

 

Food Security: Food insecurity remains a challenge in riverine and agro-pastoral areas, mainly until 

Deyr harvest in January. Nearly 69,000 people (29 per cent of the population) in rural areas are 

believed to be in crisis or in emergency
2
. Pastoralist dropouts also need emergency livelihoods 

interventions to recover from the loss of livestock during the dry season. 

 

Nutrition: According to FSNAU, malnutrition rates remain high and there is a high crude mortality rate 

in the region. A GAM rate is 25.1 per cent and SAMof 5.8 per cent in agro-pastoral areas of the 

region, showing slight improvements compared to last year’s famine period but still very critical.  

 

WASH: Lack of adequate access to clean water and poor sanitation facilities remain a challenge for 

the population in the region. The last Deyr floods damaged most of the shallow wells in the riverine 

villages.  

Health: A high number of AWD, malaria and whooping cough cases were reported in the region. 

WHO also reported confirmed cases of Measles. There is a high risk of increased water and vector 

borne diseases in the coming Deyr rains.  

Shelter: Many IDPs living in Bu’ale and Sakow districts from the conflict-affected parts of lower Juba, 

returnee’s families from Dadaab refugee camps and the flood-affected people living in riverine villages 

have inadequate shelter.  

Protection: Returnees from Dadaab often encounter violations on their way back to Somalia before 

and after they cross the border towns. These violations include rape, harassment and intimidation, 

mainly by bandits. Forced recruitment of children as combatants in the conflict is also common in 

Middle Juba.  

 

Education: Approximately 40 per cent of the children in the region have no access to education 

services. Only two out of 18 schools and 11 out of 55 are operating in Bu’ale and Jilib districts 

respectively. Rehabilitation of schools, the provision of education materials and teacher incentives are 

needed.  
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Response & Gaps  

 

Food Security: The FSC reached only 6,500 people out of a maximum monthly target of 74,000 with 

interventions geared towards food access and safety net as at September.  Some partners with 

access to the region could not start implementation of some food security projects as planned due to 

delayed funding. Furthermore, pastoralist dropouts and flood-affected farmers in the region need 

more livelihood support, such as restocking and agricultural inputs. 

  

Nutrition: The Nutrition Cluster has reached 35,314 of malnourished children in Middle Juba with 

Targeted Supplementary Feeding Programs (TSFP) and Out–Patient Therapeutic Feeding Programs 

(OTPs).  The targeted population is mainly located at the riverine village areas of Sakow, Bu’ale and 

Jilib. Delivering nutrition supplies to operational partners and target locations is still a challenge due to 

AS ban of aid agencies.  

WASH: WASH activities in the region are ongoing while huge gaps exist, mainly in the agro-pastoral 

areas of eastern Jilib and Sakow. WASH has assisted 67,490 (86 per cent) people with temporary 

water supply as at September out of an end-year target of  78,370. Priorities are given to the 

chlorination of wells and hygiene promotion and awareness programs.  

Health:  In Middle Juba, there are several LNGOs and one international organization providing health 

services in the region. The health cluster reported 18,376 beneficiaries have received health services 

in Middle Juba. The region has 1 hospital, 8 MCHs, 3 health posts and 2 mobile clinics.  However, a 

huge gap exists in remote rural areas as health facilities are confined to urban areas. 

Shelter: From January to September, the Shelter cluster reached 9,648 beneficiaries with emergency 

assistance packages, which consisted of jerry cans, blankets, sleeping mats, kitchen sets, soap, 

sanitary items, and 4x5m plastic sheets. A shelter gap is reported in the region, particularly for flood 

affected farmers, IDPs in Buale and Sakow, and returnee families from Dadaab refugee camps. 

Education: The education cluster assisted a total of 8,192 learners in the region.  

 

Likely Developments  

 

An average or near average Deyr rains is expected until December 2012. This will likely improve the 

food security situation and reduce the livelihood crisis. However, the harvest is not expected until 

February. The ongoing conflict in the neighboring Lower Juba region could spread to the region in the 

coming months, as allied forces advance towards districts in the region. This may result displacement, 

disrupt commercial movement and will further restrict humanitarian access.  

 

Operational Partners  

 

AFREC, DIAL, HARD, APD, Himilo, JCC, SAF, COOPI, SDIO, SADO, SORDES, WASDA, 

Zam-zam foundation, SomaliAid, URDO 
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