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I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
 
• The United Nations in Namibia continues to support Government’s response to the flood emergency 

in the affected regions, through the deployment of regional and international surge capacity.  
• Water levels continue to recede according to the Hydrological Services of the Ministry of Agriculture, 

Water and Forestry. 
• The UN has received US$1.1 from the Central Emergency Revolving Fund (CERF) that will boost 

government and international humanitarian efforts in Namibia.  
• There is improving access to health facilities and outreach points, though a number of unspecified 

cut off communities still face challenges in accessing health services with a risk of disease outbreak 
and malnutrition in children. 

 

II. Situation Overview 

 
Water levels continue to recede even though the number of affected people continues to rise, as more 
cut off areas are being accessed. In the four regions of Oshana, Omusati, Ohangwena and Oshikoto 
alone, the figure stands at about 260, 000 people. 
 
More than 50% of health facilities and outreach clinic points which were previously inaccessible can now be 
accessed. In the most flood affected region (Oshana), only one health facility still remains inaccessible while 
13 out of 43 mobile sites are cut off. Similarly, in Ohangwena region up to 40% of outreach points still remain 
inaccessible with all health facilities now accessible. However, an unspecified number of communities still 
cannot access these health service points. The risk of malaria outbreak and diarrhoea is still high. 
 

UN support to the response efforts has been strengthened with 13 UN staff members from regional and 

international surge in the field, 7 of whom are presently in the North of the country, supporting FEMCO.  

 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 

The United Nations System in Namibia continues to support government response through the provision of 

technical support on the field. As of now, there are seven staff members supporting the Flood Emergency 

Management Coordination Office (FEMCO) in the affected regions – most of them being regional and 

international surge capacity. A UN field coordinator is fielded to help coordinate the international support to 

the regions and ensure effective communication between the experts and the GRN. 

 

 CAMP COORDINATION/MANAGEMENT 

Needs: A CCCM rapid assessment report by IOM indicates that in general, relocation sites are found to be 
well managed with camp committees nominated by the camp communities. Regional Councils, through the 
Field Emergency Coordinators, validate and approve the camp committees and coordinate their activities 
through them. However, coordination is not uniform across the different regions. Neither camp managers nor 
camp committees are provided with trainings or tools for CCCM, particularly on international standards 
(SPHERE), protection, common practices and lessons learned from other countries and there is no 
standardization of population registration. 
 

 



OCHA Situation Report 
 

 
The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate 
effective and principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors.  http://ochaonline.un.org 

2 

 

Response: It is recommended to strengthen the training, coordination and sharing of best practices between 
regions and operational actors (e.g. the Field Emergency Coordinators, NRCS volunteers, camp managers 
and camp committees). A CCCM training tailored to the Namibian context is suggested. 
 

 EDUCATION 
 
Needs: A total of 120 860 learners are affected by the floods in the 6 regions. A total of 1,091 learners are in 
the relocation camps, while 10,017 learners are in camps at their respective schools and 80163 learners are 
not attending school at all. The most urgent needs are large tents for schooling and the deployment of 
teachers. 
 
Response: Advocacy through the broadcasting of eight 15 minutes programmes based on the School 
Manual on Emergency Preparedness and Response.  Furthermore technical support has been provided in 
the use of an Emergency Preparedness and Response Guideline and the Disaster Log Database. 
 
Child friendly and ECD centres are operational in 26 relocation centers in the 6 flood affected regions. 19 
Tents, 3216 (exercise books and pencils), 184 learner tables, 460 chairs and 19 play kits are supplied for 
ECD and child friendly centers. Civil society partners are supported to undertake sports and life skills 
activities with older children while 45 trained community volunteer’s work with younger children in the ECD.  
 
Gaps & Constraints: The number of schools and learners affected makes the education sector highly 
vulnerable to the floods. Learners in the flood-affected schools face many problems, affecting their school 
performance (Lack of food, firewood, security measures and adequate accommodation at schools hosting 
relocated).  Some schools in the regions were not prepared and with no contingency plans in place, and 
hence had a negative impact on the learning environment.  
 
With the closing of the schools due to May holidays the activities arranged at the relocation centers are 
constrained due to the increased number of learners from the surrounding un-affected villages. As the 
schools are closed the learners are also expected to help the families hampering their engagement in the 
afternoon life skills sessions in the centers.  
 
 

 AGRICULTURE AND FOOD SECURITY – NO INPUTS PROVIDED 
 
Needs:  
 
Response:  
 
 

 HEALTH AND NUTRITION 
 
Needs:  
 
Health: There is a high risk of malaria outbreak due to the large pools of stagnant water that provide 
breeding grounds for mosquitoes coupled with possibly low malaria immunity due to the declining incidence 
of malaria in Namibia as a result of strong control measures by the Ministry of Health and Social Services 
(MoHSS). Therefore, there is a need to extend ITN distribution outside the pregnant and under five year old 
children to target the general population in the flooded areas. This would require up to 100,000 ITNs.  
 
Nutrition: Initial findings of a nutrition assessment carried out by UNICEF and the Ministry of Health indicate 
no evidence of nutrition emergency. However there is need to urgently improve the endemic nutrition 
situation that existed before the floods as the situation could easily worsen. For instance, 70 – 80% of 
children admitted in pediatric wards are acutely malnourished, representing 90% of child deaths. 
 
Response:  
 
Health: WHO continues to support the MoHSS in disease surveillance and health data analysis in the 
affected regions. All the affected regions urgently need support with water purification sachets to reduce the 
risk of diarrhoeal diseases. 
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Nutrition: Four districts (one in each of the four regions assessed) have IMAM programmes in place. Vitamin 
A supplementation is routinely provided when children visit hospitals. 
 
 

 FOOD AND LOGISTICS 
 
Needs: While government response continues, there are still significant challenges in the delivery of much 
needed food to the affected population.  
 
Response: WFP is working with DDRM and Namibia Red Cross to streamline the food pipeline 
management and is also playing primarily a supporting and advisory role to DDRM on logistics related 
matters.  Guidelines on food rations and nutritional value of government provided food commodities was 
provided by WFP. This support has enabled the DDRM to estimate food required for the next six months. A 
WFP team deployed to the affected areas is offering assistance in beneficiary targeting, warehouse and 
commodity management, food distribution and reporting to the Flood Emergency Coordination Office 
(FEMCO) and the Regional Disaster Management Committees. 
 

 EMERGENCY SHELTER 
 
Needs: The tents that were provided for the relocation camps were used to host 3 or 4 families per tent, 
created some congestion. The communities that could not be relocated or even accessed live in makeshift 
shelters in their villages. Now that the water is subsiding, there may not be a real need for more tents or 
establish more relocation centers. However, most of the homes of the affected population were damaged, 
hence they need effective early recovery assistance. 
 
Response: At the moment, the emergency shelters are sufficient to cater for the people who have been 
relocated.  
    
 

 PROTECTION – NO INPUTS PROVIDED! 
 
Needs:  
 
Response:  
 
 

 WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE 
 
Needs:  
Sanitation has been identified as a major need with most relocation centres lacking appropriate sanitation 
facilities, although, a number of latrines have been constructed, demands are not being met at many 
locations.  
 
A number of relocation centres are serviced by piped water from town supplies; however some of the 
relocation centres are not connected or may not receive reliable supplies. As beneficiaries return home there 
is a danger that their existing water sources may have been damaged. 
 
Response:  
A number of latrines have been constructed in the major relocation centres, however, some of the smaller 
sites still lack sanitation. A detailed assessment of relocation centre sanitation is planned to be undertaken in 
the coming weeks with support from relevant government ministries, Red Cross and UNICEF. 
 
UNICEF is to support relevant stakeholders in undertaking a detailed assessment into access to safe water 
at the relocation centres and the potential risks when beneficiaries begin to return to their places of origin. In 
support of increasing access to safe water UNICEF has procured, a number of water tanks and water 
treatment chemicals. 
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IV. Coordination 

Coordination at the FEMCO office has been strengthened by the deployment of a UN Coordination Officer, 
who also plays the role of coordinating UN flood response in the affected regions. The Office of the Resident 
Coordinator (ORC) also supports the Directorate for Disaster Risk Management (DDRM), at the Office of the 
Prime Minister. On 28 April, the ORC provided a brief presentation on the current humanitarian situation in 
the country to a Joint Government – UN Development Partners Meeting, as part of efforts to start integrating 
Disaster Management into Development.  
 

V. Funding 

UN humanitarian efforts have been boosted by the approval of a US$ 1,175,941 through the Central 

Emergency Revolving Fund (CERF) Secretariat. This will go a long way to support live-saving activities in 

which UN agencies are involved.  

 

VI. Contact 

Please contact: 
 
Windhoek: Kari Egge 

UN Resident/Humanitarian Coordinator 

kari.egge@one.un.org 

 
Windhoek: Millan Atam 
Disaster Support Coordinator 
millan.atam@one.un.org 
 
 


