
Mediterranean Migrant Arrivals Reach 68,098 in 2018; 

Deaths Reach 1,549 

Geneva – IOM, the UN Migration Agency, reports that 68,098 migrants and refugees entered 

Europe by sea in 2018 through 29 August, with 28,579 to Spain, the leading destination this 

year. This compares with 124,015 (172,362 for the entire year) arrivals across the region 

through the same period last year. 

Spain, with 42 per cent of all arrivals to date, continues to receive seaborne migrants in 

August at a volume more than twice that of Greece and more than six times that of Italy. 

Italy’s arrivals through late August are the lowest recorded at this point of a normally busy 

summer sailing season in almost five years (see chart below). 
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ITALY 

According to official Ministry of Interior figures, 19,874 migrants arrived by sea to Italy this 

year, 79.95 per cent less than last year in the same period. 

 

  

• Libya remains the principal country of departure. 

• Rescue operations: Migrants are all rescued in the Channel of Sicily and then brought to 

Sicily (main ports: Catania, Augusta, Porto Empedocle, Pozzallo, Trapani, Palermo, 

Lampedusa). 

• IOM staff members are deployed at the main landing points in Sicily (including Lampedusa), 

Calabria and Apulia where they provide legal assistance to those arriving by sea, monitor the 

reception conditions and support the authorities in the identification of vulnerable groups.  

  

SPAIN  

IOM Spain’s Ana Dodevska reported that total arrivals at sea in 2018 have reached 28,579 

men, women and children who have been rescued in Western Mediterranean waters through 

29 August (see chart below). 



 

*The figures include 630 individuals rescued by the Aquarius ship (Disembarkation: 17 June, 

at the Port of Valencia) and other 87 individuals rescued by Open Arms (Disembarkation: 

Port of Algeciras, 9 August 2018) 

She also reported that Salvamento Maritimo and Pro Activa open Arms, both announced vía 

their Twitter accounts that they will begin to collaborate in rescue operations in the Alboran 

Sea and The Strait of Gibraltar. The NGOs will work under the guidance of and in 

coordination with Salvamento Maritimo. 

IOM notes that over the first five months of 2018, a total of 8,150 men, women and children 

were rescued in Spanish waters after leaving Africa – an average of 54 per day. Since 31 

May, a total of 20,429 migrants have arrived – or just under 227 migrants per day. 

From May to August a total of 23,952 irregular migrants have arrived by sea, the busiest 

four-month period for Spain since IOM began tallying arrival statistics. 

GREECE 

On Thursday, IOM Athens’ Antigoni Avgeropoulou reported that from Tuesday 28 August, 

the Hellenic Coast Guard (HCG) was involved in at least two incidents requiring search and 

rescue operations off the islands of Samos and Kos. The HCG rescued a total 55 migrants and 

transferred them to the respective islands. 

IOM staff members are present in Lesvos, Samos, Chios, Leros, Kos and Crete Island while 

the organization is working closely with authorities (Frontex, the Hellenic Coastguard and the 

First Reception Service) to identify vulnerable migrants including unaccompanied minors, 

elderly migrants, migrants with medical needs and families with children.  Vulnerable groups 

are referred to authorities in order to be provided with the necessary care. 

 

 

https://twitter.com/salvamentogob/status/1035063619254448128
https://twitter.com/openarms_fund/status/1035037699940540416


Arrivals by sea 

 

MISSING MIGRANTS PROJECT 

IOM’s Marta Sanchez reported on Thursday that IOM’s Missing Migrants Project has 

documented the deaths of 2,488 people migrating to international destinations in 2018. 

In the Mediterranean, 1,549 people have lost their lives since the beginning of the year. Most 

recently, the remains of a man were recovered near Kerkennah, Tunisia on 27 August. He is 

believed to have died in a shipwreck that took place on 20 August off the coast of Djerba. 

The current death toll from that shipwreck stands at nine, with one survivor rescued by the 

Tunisian National Guard. 

On the US-Mexico border, at least five people have died since 24 August. US Border Patrol 

agents recovered the remains of an individual near La Grulla, Texas on 24 August. On 26 

August, the remains of another person were found in a ranch near Freer, in Webb County. 

The dangerous crossing of the border into Texas claimed the life of another man on 28 

August, whose body was recovered near Hebbronville. On the same day, the remains of two 

other men were retrieved from a canal in El Paso’s Lower Valley. 

This year, 276 migrant deaths have been reported on either side of the border, up from 244 in 

the equivalent period of 2017. Their identification is a very difficult task, as many remains 

are not discovered until long after death. 

Missing Migrants Project data are compiled by IOM staff but come from a variety of sources, 

some of which are unofficial. To learn more about how data on migrants' deaths and 

disappearances are collected, click here. 

  

http://missingmigrants.iom.int/methodology


 

For latest arrivals and fatalities in the Mediterranean, please 

visit: http://migration.iom.int/europe 

Learn more about the Missing Migrants Project at: http://missingmigrants.iom.int 

For more information, please contact: 

Joel Millman at IOM HQ, Tel: +41 79 103 8720, Email: jmillman@iom.int 

Mircea Mocanu, IOM Romania, Tel:  +40212115657, Email: mmocanu@iom.int 

Dimitrios Tsagalas, IOM Cyprus, Tel: + 22 77 22 70, E-mail: dtsagalas@iom.int 

Flavio Di Giacomo, IOM Coordination Office for the Mediterranean, Italy, Tel: +39 347 089 

8996, Email: fdigiacomo@iom.int 

Hicham Hasnaoui, IOM Morocco, Tel: + 212 5 37 65 28 81, Email: hhasnaoui@iom.int 

Christine Nikolaidou, IOM Greece, Tel: +30 210 99 19 040 ext. 248, 

Email: cnikolaidou@iom.int 

Antigoni Avgeropoulou, IOM Greece, Tel: + +30 210 99 19 040 ext. 166, 

Email: avgeropoulou@iom.int 

Julia Black, IOM GMDAC, Germany, Tel: +49 30 278 778 27, Email: jblack@iom.int 

Christine Petré, IOM Libya, Tel: +216 29 240 448, Email: chpetre@iom.int 

Ana Dodevska, IOM Spain, Tel: +34 91 445 7116, Email: adodevska@iom.int 

Myriam Chabbi, IOM Tunisia, Mobile: +216 28 78 78 05, Tel: +216 71 860 312 (Ext. 109), 

Email: mchabbi@iom.int 
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