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Geneva – IOM, the UN Migration Agency, reports that 101,185 migrants and refugees entered 
Europe by sea in 2018 through 7 November, including 49,254 to Spain, the region’s most active 
destination point this year, with just under 49 per cent of all 2018 arrivals. This marks the fifth 
straight year arrivals of irregular migrants and refugees have topped the 100,000 benchmark – 
although in all previous years that arrival threshold was reached earlier in the year. 

 

Researchers for IOM’s Missing Migrants Project (MPP) noted that this week marks the death, just 
over 30 years ago, of a Moroccan man whose body washed up on the beaches of Tarifa. That victim 
today is considered the first person to die while trying to migrate across ‘El Estrecho’, from North 
Africa to Spain.  

So far in 2018, at least 617 people have lost their lives in this same crossing. This week alone, at 
least 52 people died or were lost at sea in the Western Mediterranean. In the early hours of Monday, 
an unidentified man's body was found on Los Caños beach in Barbate, in southern Spain. Since 
then, the bodies of six more men have been recovered in the area by Spain’s Coast Guard, 
Salvamento Marítimo, and at least 14 remain missing. All those on this boat are thought to be from 
North Africa. 

Also, on Monday, another two boats of people trying to reach Spanish territory of Melilla sank off the 
coast. In total, 80 people (75 men and 5 women), mostly from Sub-Saharan Africa, were rescued 



and brought to Melilla, along with the remains of 13 of their fellow passengers.  Based on 
testimonies of survivors, at least 31 remain missing.  

IOM Spain’s Ana Dodevska reported Monday total arrivals at sea in 2018 have reached 49,254 men, 
women and children who have been rescued in Western Mediterranean waters through 7 November 
(see charts below). 

 

  

 

IOM Greece’s Christine Nikolaidou said Thursday that from Tuesday (6 November) to mid-day 
Thursday, the Hellenic Coast Guard (HCG) reported there were at least four incidents requiring 
search and rescue operations off the islands of Samos, Farmakonisi and Rhodes. The HCG rescued 
a total of 113 migrants or refugees and transferred them to the respective islands. 

Those arrivals bring to 27,771 the total number of arrivals by sea to Greece through 7 November 
(see chart below). 



 
          * Unofficial data collected by IOM Greece and the Greek authorities of arrivals by sea. 

  

Worldwide, IOM’s Missing Migrants Project has recorded 3,180 people who have died or gone 
missing on migratory routes across the globe in 2018 (see chart below). 

 

Beyond the Mediterranean this week MMP also recorded two people who died trying to reach 
Mayotte from the Comoros Islands. In mid-September, a girl’s body was found on the coast of the 
island, and on 3 November, the body of a man.  Both remain unidentified. The boat journey of 
approximately 230 kilometres from the Comoros Islands to the French territory of Mayotte remains 
an active and dangerous migration route. 

In the Americas, two men who had left their homes in El Salvador to migrate north, lost their lives. 
One man was killed when he fell of the train he was riding in Tabasco, Mexico, while the second 
man died of fatigue and dehydration in San Marcos, Guatemala. He was travelling with the “Caravan 
of Migrants” at the time. The deaths of two young men (ages 16 and 17) in February were also 
recorded. They died when the plane in which they had stowed away took-off from Guayaquil, 
Ecuador.  The plane was en route to New York City.  



Missing Migrants Project data are compiled by IOM staff but come from a variety of sources, some of 
which are unofficial. To learn more about how data on migrants’ deaths and disappearances are 
collected, click here. 

For latest arrivals and fatalities in the Mediterranean, please visit: http://migration.iom.int/europe 
Learn more about the Missing Migrants Project at: http://missingmigrants.iom.int 

For more information, please contact: 
Joel Millman at IOM HQ, Tel: +41 79 103 8720, Email: jmillman@iom.int 
Flavio Di Giacomo, IOM Coordination Office for the Mediterranean, Italy, Tel: +39 347 089 8996, 
Email: fdigiacomo@iom.int 
Kelly Namia, IOM Greece, Tel: +30 210 991 2174, Email: knamia@iom.int 
Atigoni Avgeropoulou, IOM Greece, Tel : +30 210 99 19 040 (Ext. 166), Mobile: +30 69 48 92 98 09, 
Email: aavgeropoulou@iom.int 
Christine Nikolaidou, IOM Greece, Tel: +30 210 99 19 040 (Ext. 248), Email: cnikolaidou@iom.int 
Dimitrios Tsagalas, IOM Cyprus, Tel: + 22 77 22 70, E-mail: dtsagalas@iom.int 
Ana Dodevska, IOM Spain, Tel: +34 91 445 7116, Email: adodevska@iom.int 
Massaia Meryem, IOM Morocco, Email: mmassaia@iom.int 
Hicham Hasnaoui, IOM Morocco, Tel: + 212 5 37 65 28 81, Email: hhasnaoui@iom.int 
Christine Petré, IOM Libya, Tel. +216 29 240 448, Email : chpetre@iom.int 
Myriam Chabbi, IOM Tunisia, Mobile: +216 28 78 78 05, Tel: +216 71 860 312 (Ext. 109), 
Email: mchabbi@iom.int 
Mircea Mocanu, IOM Romania, Tel:  +40212115657, Email: mmocanu@iom.int 
Ivona Zakoska, IOM Regional DTM, Austria, Tel: + +43 1 5812222, Email: izakoska@iom.int 
Julia Black, IOM GMDAC, Germany, Tel: +49 30 278 778 27, Email: jblack@iom.int 
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