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Switzerland - The UN Migration Agency (IOM) reports that 101,266 migrants and
refugees entered Europe by sea in 2017 through 5 July, with almost 85 per cent
arriving in Italy and the remainder divided between Greece, Cyprus and Spain. This
compares with 234,646 arrivals across the region through 3 July 2016.

IOM Rome spokesperson Flavio Di Giacomo reported that just 1,129 migrants or
refugees landed in Italy during the first five days of July, with no new rescues
reported in Italian waters since last weekend. Arrivals to Greece through 5 July
totalled 9,379, including 329 arrivals by sea, so far in July.

With the year half over, it is likely that arrivals to Greece this year will be the lowest
in four years – well under the 34,442 IOM recorded in 2014, the 853,650 arrivals in
2015 and 173,561 last year (see chart below). The IOM Missing Migrants Project
also notes that the Eastern Mediterranean route has been fatality-free since 24
April, when 23 drowned (16 dead, seven missing) while two were rescued off the
coast of Molyvos, Lesbos. Deaths on this route at this time last year totalled 376
and 37 in 2015.

IOM Spain reported 6,464 migrant arrivals through 25 June along the Western
Mediterranean route linking North Africa to Spain. That figure does not include the
following rescues: on 5 July, 31 people were discovered at sea near Alboran island
and taken to shore at Motril. A second boat, also near Alboran, brought in 32
survivors and taken to Motril, while a third boat brought in 33 survivors (also near
Alboran, also taken to Motril). Two more boats brought 42 from Cabo de Trafalgar
(survivors were taken to Tarifa); 40 more survivors were taken to Barbate. These
data came from Salvamento Maritime, a Spanish rescue agency.

On 6 July, IOM Spain reported 26 men, women and children were rescued near
Cabo de Trafalgar. IOM Spain said those survivors included 12 men, seven children
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and seven adult women, three of them pregnant. All survivors are believed to be
from sub-Saharan Africa.

Additionally, on 6 July, the Spanish media stated that 14 more migrants were
rescued near Los Caños de Meca: nine women (three pregnant) and five children.

IOM also is following reports of 49 missing after a boat capsized 28 miles
southwest of Alboran Island, Spain. The three survivors said 52 people left
Morocco last weekend. Remains of the missing individuals have not yet been
recovered.

With these latest reports, the IOM Missing Migrants Project (MMP) notes total
deaths on the Mediterranean this year are approaching 2,300 (2,297). Although
that figure trails the number of deaths (2,963) that were recorded at this time last
year, it nonetheless marks the fourth consecutive year migrant deaths on the
Mediterranean Sea have exceeded 2,000.

Worldwide, the IOM Missing Migrants Project (MMP) reports that there have been
3,125 fatalities through 5 July this year (see chart below) with the Mediterranean
region accounting for the largest proportion of deaths – almost three quarters of the
global total.

In the past three days, MMP researchers have added 75 new fatalities to the
regional totals: 49 missing after a boat capsized 28 miles southwest of Alboran
Island, Spain; 22 cases along the US/Mexico border (18 in Pima County, Arizona,
and four in Brooks County, Texas); one death in a vehicle accident in Oaxaca,
Mexico, and two other vehicle fatalities in the nearby state of Veracruz. MMP also
added one migrant casualty in Higüey, Dominican Republic, believed to be a
drowning during a failed attempt by migrants to reach Puerto Rico.



For the latest Mediterranean Update
infographic: http://migration.iom.int/docs/MMP/070717_Mediterranean_Update.pdf

For latest arrivals and fatalities in the Mediterranean, please
visit: http://migration.iom.int/europe

Learn more about the Missing Migrants Project at: http://missingmigrants.iom.int

For further information, please contact:
Joel Millman at IOM HQ, Tel: +41 79 103 8720, Email: jmillman@iom.int
Flavio Di Giacomo at IOM Italy, Tel: +39 347 089 8996, Email: fdigiacomo@iom.int
Kelly Namia at IOM Greece, Tel: +30 210 991 2174, Email: knamia@iom.int
Julia Black at IOM GMDAC, Tel: +49 30 278 778 27, Email: jblack@iom.int
Christine Petré at IOM Libya, Tel: +216 29 240 448, Email: chpetre@iom.int
María Jesús Herrera at IOM Spain, Tel: +34 91 4457116; Email: jherrera@iom.int
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