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Geneva – IOM, the UN Migration Agency, reports that 1,916 migrants and refugees entered Europe 
by sea through 14 January. This compares with 3,046 coming ashore during a similar period in 
2017. 

  
IOM Italy’s Flavio Di Giacomo reported Monday (15 January) that last Thursday IOM learned that 
263 migrants were rescued from a sailing ship of unknown registry and taken to the port of Crotone 
in Calabria, Italy.  IOM staff had the opportunity to speak with the disembarking migrants, who were 
mainly Pakistani, Iraqi, Syrian and Afghan. 

According to their testimony, these migrants left Antalya, Turkey on a sailboat on 6 January, led by a 
smuggler of Russian nationality. Each paid from USD 5,000 to USD 12,000 for the trip, sums paid by 
their families. Many said they had relatives in France, Germany, Great Britain, among other places. 

These witnesses said the smuggler threatened them with a firearm until he abandoned the boat after 
two days of navigation. When the sailboat encountered a storm, it began to take on water and 
became unstable. Three days out, the migrants, in a state of great agitation and fear, called for 
rescue, which arrived through the Italian Coast Guard and Guardia di Finanza patrol boats. 

“As strange as it may seem, it is not the first time that we have recorded the arrival of a sailboat with 
migrants leaving from Turkey,” explained Federico Soda, Director of the IOM Coordination Office for 



the Mediterranean. 
He added: “It is a known phenomenon, but numerically very residual (about 1,000 arrivals from 
Turkey in 2017) compared to the total number of arrivals. We cannot therefore speak of a new route 
or be too surprised by this news. Rather this is an example of a less-used route, which involves 
enormous risks for migrants, who in this case have been lucky enough to survive a storm they had to 
face in very difficult conditions.” 

The 841 arrivals to Italy through Sunday (14 January) is about one-third the total (2,355) arriving by 
this time last year.  Since the end of June of 2017, Libya-to-Italy voyages have shown a marked 
decline, although fatalities on the Mediterranean’s Central Route remain high. IOM’s Missing 
Migrants Project records 176 deaths on this route in 2018, compared with 200 at this time last winter 
(see chart below). 

 
Italy and Greece arrivals this year continue a trend that began in 2017, when migrant arrivals along 
the Mediterranean Sea’s Central and Eastern routes hit their lowest levels in four years (see chart 
below). 

  
  

IOM’s Missing Migrants Project (MMP) in Berlin reported that in the Western Mediterranean the 
remains of two migrants were found at different locations off the coast of Algeria: on 12 January, 
local fishermen found a body entangled in their fishing nets near Mostaganem. He was identified as 



a 23-year-old local resident of the town of Abdelmalek Ramdane, and he had been reported as 
missing by his family since he attempted to cross to Spain two months earlier. On 13 January, 
another body washed up in Zemmouri El Bahri beach, near Boumerdès in Algeria. 

Eighteen migrants have lost their lives in the Western Mediterranean since the beginning of the year, 
compared with 25 fatalities recorded in these waters during the first two weeks of 2017. 

Worldwide, the Missing Migrants Project has recorded the deaths of 215 people during migration in 
the first two weeks of 2018. This compares to 276 at this time last year (see chart below). 

Beside the two new Mediterranean deaths, seven migrants died trying to reach Spain’s Canary 
Islands from North Africa on 15 January: the Spanish Maritime Safety Agency reported five bodies 
were found in a large rubber boat near the island of Lanzarote. Another two migrants who were 
retrieved from the sea died later. Twenty migrants made it to the shore; two of those have been 
hospitalized with signs of hypothermia. 

Two fatal incidents were recorded in Europe in recent days: on 11 January, a 26-year-old Afghan 
man was hit by a vehicle in the A14 motorway near Castel San Pietro in Bologna, Italy. On 14 
January, a 28-year-old Gambian man died after being electrocuted on the roof of a train travelling 
from Ventimiglia in northern Italy to Menton, France. 

In the Caribbean, the death toll from last week’s (10 January) shipwreck of a small motorboat 
carrying migrants from Venezuela to the coast of Curacao rose to five, after the body of another 
Venezuelan migrant was found last Friday, 12 January. Local authorities said they had accounted for 
16 survivors of the shipwreck. 

Missing Migrants Project data are compiled by IOM staff but come from a variety of sources, some of 
which are unofficial. To learn more about how data on missing migrants are collected, click here. 

http://missingmigrants.iom.int/methodology


 

Latest Mediterranean Update 
infographic: http://migration.iom.int/docs/MMP/170714_Mediterranean_Update.pdf 

For latest arrivals and fatalities in the Mediterranean, please visit: http://migration.iom.int/europe 

Learn more about the Missing Migrants Project at: http://missingmigrants.iom.int 

For more information, please contact: 
Joel Millman at IOM HQ, Tel: +41 79 103 8720, Email: jmillman@iom.int 
Mircea Mocanu, IOM Romania, Tel:  +40212115657, Email: mmocanu@iom.int 
Dimitrios Tsagalas, IOM Cyprus, Tel: + 22 77 22 70, E-mail: dtsagalas@iom.int 
Flavio Di Giacomo, IOM Coordination Office for the Mediterranean, Italy, Tel: +39 347 089 8996, 
Email: fdigiacomo@iom.int 
Hicham Hasnaoui, IOM Morocco, Tel: + 212 5 37 65 28 81, Email: hhasnaoui@iom.int 
Kelly Namia, IOM Greece, Tel: +30 210 991 2174, Email: knamia@iom.int 
Julia Black, IOM GMDAC, Berlin, Tel: +49 30 278 778 27, Email: jblack@iom.int 
Christine Petré, IOM Libya, Tel: +216 29 240 448, Email: chpetre@iom.int  
Ana Dodevska, IOM Spain, Tel: +34 91 445 7116, Email: adodevska@iom.int  
Myriam Chabbi, IOM Tunisia, Tel: +216 71 860 312 ext 109, Mobile:  +216 28 78 78 05, 
Email: mchabbi@iom.int 
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