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Myanmar honours its humanitarian workers on World Humanitarian Day 2012 

 

Yangon 19 August 2012.  Today marks World Humanitarian Day.  A commemorative 

event was held in Yangon this morning, with the participation of Government 

representatives and the humanitarian partners in Myanmar which include the UN, 

international NGOs, local NGOs and the donor community.   

 

At the ceremony, the United Nations Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator, Ashok 

Nigam said, “The recent months in Myanmar have seen a number of humanitarian 

situations where the dedication and commitment of our colleagues in the humanitarian 

community have met with challenges.  Like their colleagues across the world, the 

colleagues in Myanmar have worked in situations that have required enormous 

sacrifice on their part.” 

 

Mr. Nigam welcomed the release of some of the UN and INGO staff that had been 

held under detention during the recent unrest in Rakhine State. 

  

He thanked the Government of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar for this 

gesture.  He noted that he has brought to the attention of Government of some other 

UN and INGO staff that are still under detention and requested that the same 

consideration be given to them as the released staff. Mr. Nigam reiterated that, the UN 

and its humanitarian partners work under the humanitarian principles of humanity, 

independence, neutrality and impartiality.  “We work with the support of and at the 

request of the Government and the community and we seek the cooperation of all the 

people of Myanmar in helping them to help themselves,” he added. 

 

World Humanitarian Day focuses on humanitarian aid workers and the humanitarian 

cause.  In December 2008, the General Assembly designated 19 August “World 

Humanitarian Day” to raise public awareness of humanitarian assistance worldwide, 

to recognize people who risk their lives to help people in need wherever they are, and 

to mark the day when 22 UN and aid agency workers lost their lives in an attack on 

the UN office in Baghdad.  
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