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health facilities were damaged or destroyed by a perpetrator including state and non-state actor groups, criminals, individuals, 
students and other staff members. Access the data via our website or on HDX.  
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Visit our website, join our mailing list, follow us on Twitter. Get in touch to report an incident or if you have additional information 
on an incident we have reported on.  

 

No Respite: Violence Against Health Care in Conflict 

The 2021 Safeguarding Health in Conflict Coalition's report documents 806 incidents of violence 
against or obstruction of health care in 2020. Health workers were killed, kidnapped, injured and 
assaulted and health facilities and transport damaged and destroyed. Access the data.  

Factsheets and individual datasets are available for: Afghanistan, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, CAR, 
DRC, Libya, Mali, Mexico, Mozambique, Myanmar, Nagorno-Karabakh, Nigeria, oPt, Somalia, 
South Sudan, Syria and Yemen.  

 

SHCC Attacks on Health Care 
The section aligns with the definition of attacks on health care used by the Safeguarding Health in 
Conflict Coalition (SHCC). 

Africa 
Burkina Faso 
As reported on 05 May 2021: Update: An 82-year-old Australian male surgeon — kidnapped on 
05 January 2016 by the Ansar Dine militant group — remains held captive. Source: France 24 
 
Cameroon 
11 May 2021: MSF began negotiations with the Ministry of External Relations to relaunch activities 
in the Northwest region after its operations were suspended in December 2020 over accusations of 
aiding armed groups. Source: HumAngle 
 
17 May 2021: In Kumbo town, Bui division, Northwest region, 11 educators of the Baptist Training 
School for Health Personnel at Banso Baptist Hospital Kumbo were kidnapped by Ambazonian 
separatists. All were released two days later. Sources: Mimi Mefo Info I and  Mimi Mefo Info II 
 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
01 May 2021: In Nzenga I village, Beni territory, North Kivu province, a health centre and a house 
were set on fire during armed conflict between Allied Democratic Forces (ADF) and the Armed 
Forces (FARDC). Source: Kivu Security Tracker  
 
04 May 2021: In Dhema village, Djugu territory, Ituri province, a health facility was looted and several 
schools and homes set on fire by Cooperative for Development of Congo (CODECO) militants. 
Source: Bunia Actualite 

http://insecurityinsight.org/projects/healthcare/monthlynewsbrief
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/sind-safeguarding-healthcare-monthly-news-briefs-dataset
https://bit.ly/April2021HealthMNB
https://bit.ly/3dAO1pC
http://insecurityinsight.org/projects/healthcare
http://eepurl.com/gPFd0v
https://twitter.com/InsecurityInsig
https://shcc.pub/2021SHCCNoRespite
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/shcchealthcare-dataset
https://shcc.pub/2021SHCCAfghanistan
https://shcc.pub/2021SHCCBurkinaFaso
https://shcc.pub/2021SHCCCameroon
https://shcc.pub/2021SHCCCAR
https://shcc.pub/2021SHCCDRC
https://shcc.pub/2021SHCCLibya
https://shcc.pub/2021SHCCMali
https://shcc.pub/2021SHCCMexico
https://shcc.pub/2021SHCCMozambique
https://shcc.pub/2021SHCCMyanmar
https://shcc.pub/2021SHCCNagorno-Karabakh
https://shcc.pub/2021SHCCNigeria
https://shcc.pub/2021SHCCOPT
https://shcc.pub/2021SHCCSomalia
https://shcc.pub/2021SHCCSouthSudan
https://shcc.pub/2021SHCCSyria
https://shcc.pub/2021SHCCYemen
https://www.safeguardinghealth.org/
https://www.safeguardinghealth.org/
https://www.france24.com/en/africa/20210505-six-western-hostages-now-held-in-africa-s-troubled-sahel-region
https://humangle.ng/msf-negotiating-return-to-northwest-cameroon-after-accusation-of-aiding-separatists/
https://mimimefoinfos.com/kumbo-teachers-school-staff-kidnapped/
https://www.facebook.com/MimiMefoInfo/posts/anglophonecrisis-eleven-teachers-and-workers-of-the-baptist-training-school-for-/4275562012488343/
https://kivusecurity.org/incident/9643
https://buniaactualite.com/djugu-des-centaines-de-familles-deplacees-trouvent-refuge-a-cote-dun-site-de-la-monusco-a-lodha/
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05 May 2021: In Bijojo village, Uvira Territory, South Kivu province, a nurse was killed by the Gumino 
armed group. Source: Kivu Security Tracker 
 
10 May 2021: In Kiyeye town, Bwito chiefdom, North Kivu province, armed men kidnapped a nurse 
posted at the Kiyeye health centre. She was released a day later. Source: Radio Moto 
 
Ethiopia 
16 May 2021: In Axum town, Maekelay zone, Tigray region, Ethiopian soldiers armed with machine 
guns, sniper rifles and grenades raided the University Teaching and Referral Hospital in what 
appears to be retribution for a CNN investigation that exposed Ethiopian and Eritrean troops blocking 
aid to patients. The soldiers appeared to be looking for pro-TPLF fighters, as they questioned 
patients, intimidated caretakers and threatened health workers, contaminated the operating room, 
and stopped all surgical operations. The soldiers returned on 17 May to search for people they 
accused of tarnishing Ethiopia’s image in news reports, and demanded a list of the names of doctors 
who will not cooperate with the army’s investigation. Sources: Barron’s and CNN 
 
Kenya 
01 May 2021: In Keroka town, Nyamira and Kisii counties, Nyanza province, police officers enforcing 
a COVID-19 curfew blocked a taxi carrying a couple and their sick four-month-old baby en route to 
the Kisii Teaching and Referral Hospital. Despite having a referral letter, police insisted they had 
defied curfew, forcing them to take an alternative route. By the time they arrived an hour later, the 
baby had died. Source: BBC 

 
Mali 
19 May 2021: At Adiora village, Gourma-Rharous subdivision, Tombouctou region, a health worker 
and a driver conducting a measles vaccination campaign were abducted by suspected Katiba 
Gourma (JNIM) militants. Source: ACLED1 
 
Nigeria 
As reported on 17 May 2021: In Oyigbo LGA, Rivers state, unidentified perpetrators entered a 
secret clinic where four patients were being treated for gunshot wounds. All four patients and a nurse 
were shot and killed. According to witnesses, the perpetrators were police, a claim disputed by the 
police. The patients were allegedy involved in the murder of seven policemen. Sources: Council 
on Foreign Relations, Sahara Reporters and Vanguard 
 
23 May 2021: In Ibadan city, Oyo state, gunmen abducted a doctor and wife of the youth leader of 
All Progressives Congress party while she was driving home in an ambulance. Source: Punch 
 
South Sudan 
12 May 2021: Along the Chukudum-Camp 15 road, Budi county, Eastern Equatoria state, 
unidentified perpetrators fired gunshots at a clearly marked aid four-vehicle convoy carrying an INGO 
team and government health workers en route to a health facility, killing a male reproductive health 
expert and injuring a driver. Sources: Daily Monitor, Garda, GCR2P, Radio Miraya and Nation 
and OCHA 
 
21 May 2021: In Ganyiel Payam village, Panyijar county, Unity state, unidentified perpetrators killed 
a South Sudanese doctor working at an IRC-supported health centre. In response, the IRC 
suspended activities in the area. Sources: Alarabiya, Eye Radio I, Eye Radio II, Eye Radio III, 
Eye Radio IV, Eye Radio V, GCR2P and Sudan Tribune 
 
21 May 2021: In Koch county, Unity state, unidentified perpetrators attacked a humanitarian convoy, 
including an ambulance. Source: GCR2P 
 
Zambia 
31 May 2021: The president of the Resident Doctors Association of Zambia (RDAZ), who was 
organising strike action via zoom demanding the recruitment of 500 doctors and salary arrears, had 

https://kivusecurity.org/incident/9742
https://www.radiomoto.net/2021/05/11/nord-kivu-les-kidnappeurs-relachent-un-otage-dans-le-bwito/
https://www.barrons.com/news/ethiopian-troops-search-hospitals-for-enemy-soldiers-doctors-01621434913
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/05/18/africa/ethiopian-soldiers-raid-axum-hospital-intl/index.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-56986035
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www.cfr.org/blog/nigeria-security-tracker-weekly-update-may-15-21
https://www.cfr.org/blog/nigeria-security-tracker-weekly-update-may-15-21
http://saharareporters.com/2021/05/17/how-unknown-gunmen-ambushed-killed-four-gunmen-nurse-secret-clinic-rivers
https://www.vanguardngr.com/2021/05/yoruball-defend-ndigbo-against-any-attack-sunday-igboho-vows/
https://punchng.com/doctor-kidnapped-in-ambulance-apc-berate-makinde-over-insecurity/
https://www.monitor.co.ug/uganda/news/national/another-ugandan-shot-dead-in-south-sudan-3399064
http://garda/
https://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/atrocity-alert-no-254-myanmar-burma-ethiopia-and-south-sudan
https://www.facebook.com/radiomiraya/posts/4378784412146470
https://nation.africa/kenya/news/africa/aid-worker-killed-in-south-sudan-attack-3399796
https://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/humanitarian-coordinator-condemns-killing-aid-worker-budi-eastern-equatoria
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/middle-east/2021/05/23/South-Sudan-aid-doctor-killed-in-cold-blood-amid-rising-attacks
https://eyeradio.org/doctors-give-ultimatum-over-cold-blood-killing-of-colleague/
https://twitter.com/EyeRadioJuba/status/1397492495072833536?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://eyeradio.org/un-wants-killers-of-dr-edward-held-accountable/
https://twitter.com/EyeRadioJuba/status/1396445975565291522
https://eyeradio.org/unity-health-officials-condemn-killing-of-aid-worker/
https://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/atrocity-alert-no-254-myanmar-burma-ethiopia-and-south-sudan
https://www.sudantribune.com/spip.php?article69600
https://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/atrocity-alert-no-254-myanmar-burma-ethiopia-and-south-sudan
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his practise license suspended and threatened with arrest by police. The doctors who participated in 
the zoom meeting were also threatened. Source: Club of Mozambique 
 

Asia 
Kyrgyzstan 
28-29 April 2021: In Maksat village, Leilek district, Batken region, a clinic, two schools, and a 
kindergarten were destroyed during fighting between Kyrgyz and Tijik forces. Source: RFERL 
 
India 
06 May 2021: In Srinagar city, Jammu and Kashmir region, the District Magistrate directed oxygen 
manufacturing units to supply oxygen only to designated hospitals and clinics, and to exclude NGOs 
and private users, unless with his approval. Source: Al Jazeera 
 
Myanmar 
Our report ‘Violence Against Health Care in Myanmar’ highlights 109 incidents of violence against 
health workers, facilities and transport in Myanmar between 11 February and 12 April 2021. Health 
workers were arrested, injured and killed, and hospitals raided and occupied. We are continuing to 
monitor the situation in Myanmar. Download data on HDX.  

Europe 
Ukraine 
05 May 2021: Near Donetsk city and oblast, four shell strikes hit the buildings of a treated water 
storage and a pumping facility, leading to disruptions in water supply. Source: UNICEF 

Middle East and North Africa 
Algeria 
04 May 2021: Algerian authorities sentenced a 45-year-old female gynaecologist and long-standing 
member of the anti-government Hirak Movement to two years in prison for offending Islam and for 
insulting the president. Source: The New Arab 
 
Egypt 
18 May 2021: In Rafah city, North Sinai governorate, soldiers arrested a male orthopaedic surgeon 
of the Al-Aini Hospital, Cairo, for allegedly disclosing military secrets through a series of Twitter posts 
about his trip to Rafah, where he had been volunteering to treat Palestinians wounded by Israeli 
airstrikes in the Gaza Strip. Source: The New Arab 
 
Occupied Palestinian Territories 
We are documenting incidents affecting health care in oPt and will shortly be releasing data.   
 
Syrian Arab Republic 
04 May 2021:  In Jadid Bakkara, Deir-ez-Zor district, the home of Jadid Bakkara Hospital’s director 
was stormed by Syrian Defence Forces (SDF) who physically assaulted him and arrested his brother. 
Source: SNHR 
 
Yemen 
17 May 2021: In Maqbanah district, Ta'izz governorate, a doctor, his brother and one other person, 
were shot dead by a Houthi supervisor allegedly due to an earlier argument between the supervisor 
and the doctor. Two other civilians, one of them a child, were also injured. Source: ACLED1 
 
18 May 2021: In the Marran area of Haydan, Saada governorate, a health centre was hit by airstrikes 
of an unidentified origin, killing a health worker and injuring six civilians, including two health workers. 
Source: CIMP 
 
29 May 2021: In Lahij, Al Had district, one civilian was killed and five injured in a shooting inside a 
medical centre allegedly due a tribal dispute related to a vengeance issue. Other reports claim the 
attack was related to COVID-19 vaccinations. Source: CIMP 

https://clubofmozambique.com/news/zambia-arrests-doctors-over-strike-plan-193461/
https://www.rferl.org/a/destructed-villages-after-worst-violence-in-decades-on-kyrgyz-tajik-border/31235230.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/5/7/kashmir-doctors-prohibited-from-speaking-to-media-as-covid-rages
https://shcc.pub/3MonthReviewMyanmarHealthAttacks
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/myanmar-attacks-on-aid-operations-education-health-and-protection
https://www.unicef.org/ukraine/en/press-releases/statement-lotta-sylwander-unicef-representative-ukraine#:~:text=Statement%20by%20Lotta%20Sylwander%2C%20UNICEF%20Representative%20in%20Ukraine,-07%20May%202021&text=KYIV%2C%20Ukraine.,7%20May%202021.&text=UNICEF%20is%20calling%20for%20all,in%20conflict%20affected%20Eastern%20Ukraine.
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/news/algeria-activist-bouraoui-gets-two-years-jail
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/news/egypt-arrests-doctor-who-volunteered-treat-wounded-palestinians
https://www.syriahr.com/en/215402/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://civilianimpactmonitoring.org/
https://civilianimpactmonitoring.org/
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The Americas 
Colombia 
05 May 2021: In a video reportedly taken in Policarpa neighbourhood, Bogota, and widely shared 
on social media, four police officers on motorcycles ordered a passenger — potentially a medical 

worker or a patient — out of a vehicle belonging to the Colombian health care system, and proceeded 
to throw them to the ground and beat them. As the victim was released and walked away, one of the 
police officers promptly shot at them. Source: Scott A. Reynhout 
 
Around 09 May 2021: In Cali city, Valle del Cauca department, an ambulance and a medical van 
were shot at and two health workers wounded by armed men. In response, the Scouts of Colombia 
announced they would no longer be conducting medical missions in some parts of the city due to 
the risk to their volunteers. Sources: ACLED1 and El Tiempo 
 
Around 12 May 2021: In Aipe, Huila department, a pharmacy owner and former member of the JAC 
of the Santa Rita vereda was shot dead by armed men. Soon after, another store owner was killed. 
The area is known for the presence of a FARC dissidence group. Sources: ACLED1 and La Nation 
 
Haiti 
01 May 2021: In Port-au-Prince, Ouest department, an NGO volunteer doctor and her son were 
kidnapped from their home by gang members prompting the NGO to shut down its health and 
education operations, including those at the Saint-Damien Hospital, Tabarre. Both were recused by 
police on 03 May. Sources: ACLED1, Le Facteur Haiti and The Haitian Times 
 
Mexico 
03 May 2021: In Copala city, Guerrero state, a hospital was stormed by two armed men who shot 
dead a male patient who had been injured in a home invasion. Sources: ACLED1 and El Sol de 
Acapulco 

 
10 May 2021: In Mexico city, a male nurse was shot dead by two armed men on a motorcycle as he 
arrived at work. Source: ACLED1 
 
10 May 2021: In Fresnillo city, Zacatecas state, a man and his baby were shot dead by armed men 
inside a COVID-19 vaccination centre. Source: ACLED1 
 
As reported on 10 May 2021: In Tecate city and municipality, Baja California state, Jalisco New 
Generation Cartel members abducted a paramedic and forced him to treat a hitman injured in a 
gunfight with a rival cartel. Source: Mexico News Daily 

 

Global Health Insecurity 
These events go beyond the definition used by the SHCC to cover a wider range of events that affect 
the provision of health care including events perpetrated by patients or relatives of patients, private 
individuals and criminals as well as significant strike action or protests by health care personnel. 

Africa 
South Sudan 
07 May 2021: In Northern Bahr-el-Ghazal state, the regional health minister ordered the driver of a 
vehicle allocated to the Neglected Tropical Diseases Project to hand over the car keys to his driver 
for his personal gain, prompting a fistfight between the minister and the project manager, a doctor 
employed by the state who rejected the minister’s move. Source: Radio Tamazuj 

Asia and the Pacific 
China 
As reported on 25 May 2021: In Hong Kong, community distrust in the regional government, online 
misinformation and a lack of urgency in the comparatively virus-free area, has led to COVID-19 
vaccine hesitancy. Source: Al Jazeera 
 

https://www.scottareynhout.com/blog/colombia-executions-video
http://eddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www.eltiempo.com/colombia/cali/gobernadora-del-valle-rechazo-vandalismo-contra-caravana-humanitaria-588078
http://eddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www.lanacion.com.co/doble-homicidio-en-santa-rita-zona-rural-de-aipe/
http://eddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://lefacteurhaiti.com/2021/05/02/haiti-kidnapping-la-docteure-jenny-edouard-pierre-lys-et-son-fils-enleves/
https://haitiantimes.com/2021/05/04/police-rescue-kidnapped-doctor-and-son/
http://eddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www.elsoldeacapulco.com.mx/policiaca/irrumpen-en-hospital-y-matan-a-hombre-baleado-en-marquelia-crimen-nosocomio-muerto-costa-chica-6670309.html
https://www.elsoldeacapulco.com.mx/policiaca/irrumpen-en-hospital-y-matan-a-hombre-baleado-en-marquelia-crimen-nosocomio-muerto-costa-chica-6670309.html
http://eddata.com/data-export-tool/
http://eddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://mexiconewsdaily.com/news/tecate-baja-california-is-now-jalisco-cartel-country/
https://radiotamazuj.org/en/news/article/n-bahr-el-ghazal-state-health-minister-involved-in-a-fistfight-with-doctor
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/5/25/hong-kong-could-soon-throw-away-millions-of-unused-vaccine-doses
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India 
09 May 2021: In Shahapur town, Thane district, Maharashtra state, local residents assaulted a 
doctor and a nurse of the Mai Hospital after learning that, upon government orders, the hospital was 
setting aside half of the beds for COVID-19 patients. Source: The Hindu 
 
Papua New Guinea 
As reported on 03 May 2021: Community beliefs in sorcery have resulted in a swirl of conspiracies, 
suspicions and misinformation surrounding COVID-19, causing new infections to rise exponentially. 
Source: BBC 

Europe 
Belgium 
As reported on 19 May 2021: In Limburg province, a military shooting instructor armed with a rocket 
launcher and guns made violent threats against a virologist leading the Belgian public health 
response to COVID-19. Source: BBC 

The Americas 
Canada 
24 May 2021: In Ontario province, a Canadian soldier urged fellow members of the Department of 
National Defence not to help with the distribution of COVID-19 vaccines. He has since been relieved 
of his duties and charged. Source: The Guardian 
 
United States of America 
24 May 2021: In Maryville, Tennessee state, a COVID-19 vaccination tent was attacked by a woman 
shouting 'no vaccine!' who drove her SUV through it in protest. No injuries were reported and the 
woman was arrested and charged with seven felony counts for reckless endangerment. Source: 
ABC News and Daily Mail 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

This Monthly News Brief comprises threats and violence as well as protests and other events affecting the 

delivery of and access to health care. It is part of the Attacks on Health Care project by Insecurity Insight. It is prepared 

from information available in local, national and international news outlets and online databases.  

The incidents reported are not a complete nor a representative list of all events that affected the provision of health care 

and have not been independently verified. All decisions made, on the basis of, or with consideration to, such information 

remains the responsibility of their respective organisations. 

This document is funded and supported by the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO) of the UK 

government through the RIAH project at the Humanitarian and Conflict Response Institute at the University of 

Manchester, and by the generous support of the American people through the United States Agency for International 

Development (USAID). The contents are the responsibility of Insecurity Insight and do not necessarily reflect the views 

of USAID, the U.S. Government, or Save the Children Federation, Inc. 

Suggested citation: Insecurity Insight. 2021. Attacks on Health Care Monthly News Brief, May 2021. Switzerland: 

Insecurity Insight. 

                                                                        

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/doctor-nurse-assaulted-ima-threatens-stir/article34527875.ece
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-56926131
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/hunt-for-armed-belgian-who-threatened-virologist/ar-BB1gTKju
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/may/25/canadian-soldier-mutiny-court-martial-vaccine-coronavirus
https://abcnews.go.com/US/tennessee-woman-arrested-speeding-covid-19-vaccination-tent/story?id=77937352
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-9622805/Anti-vaxxer-plows-speeds-car-vaccination-tent-screaming-No-vaccine.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-9622805/Anti-vaxxer-plows-speeds-car-vaccination-tent-screaming-No-vaccine.html
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WHO SSA reported incidents in May 2021 
This table shows the number of incidents reported by the WHO Surveillance System for Attacks on 
Health Care (SSA) in countries monitored by the Safeguarding Health Care in Conflict Coalition 
(SHCC). Incidents are broken down by attack type.  
 

  

# of reported 
incidents 

# of reported 
incidents 

impacting health 
facilities 

# of reported 
incidents 

impacting health 
workers 

# of reported 
incidents 

impacting health 
transport 

Afghanistan 3 1 2   

Burkina Faso 1 1 1   

DRC 1 1     

Myanmar 42 5 35 2 

Nigeria 1 1     

oPt 126 44 52 45 

South Sudan 4   3 2 

Sudan 3 2 2   

Syria 2 1 2   

Ukraine 1 1     

Yemen 1 1     

Total 185 58 97 49 
 
 

Date period: May 2021. Data accessed: 10 June 2021. 
See SHCC Methodology for information on how the SHCC uses this data. This information may 
change as the WHO SSA is updated.  

 

1 Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED) database attribution policy. Accessed 02 June 2021. 

 

 

 

 

http://bit.ly/2QiD138
https://acleddata.com/privacy-policy/

