
 

 

UNHCR in Iraq 

UNHCR has been present in Iraq since the 1980’s, working with the 

Government of Iraq (GoI) to protect and assist, as appropriate, 

refugees, asylum seekers and internally displaced persons (IDPs). 

Iraq is not signatory to the 1951 Refugee Convention and its 1967 

Protocol. However, the country has hosted and assisted, with 

UNHCR’s support, refugees of Palestinian, Iranian and Turkish 

origin.  The fall of the previous regime, coupled with sectarian 

violence that erupted in 2006, resulted in various waves of internal 

displacements. Consequently, UNHCR mandate expanded to 

respond to the protection and assistance needs of IDPs throughout 

the country.   

 

Refugees 

The 39,828refugees and asylum seekers in Iraq are scattered in 

camps, settlements and urban settings, mainly in Ninewa and 

Anbar governorates, as well as in the Kurdistan region, whereas  

some 10 000 reside in Baghdad. (In, July 2011, the GoI, with 

support from HCR, conducted a registration exercise of the 10,240 

Turkish refugees in Makhmour camp in the northern part of the 

country).  

UNHCR provides protection and relief assistance to the needy 

refugees, pending durable solutions to their problem (through 

voluntary repatriation, resettlement or naturalization). The Office 

continues to work their local integration, while at the same time 

seeking resettlement opportunities for some refugee cases. 

 

Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) 

As of April 2012, there was an estimated 1,332,382 million IDPs in 

Iraq, mostly in Baghdad, Diyala and Ninewa governorates. Most 

IDPs fled their homes owing to fear in connection with sectarian 

violence triggered by the bombing of the Samara shrine in 

February 2006.  

 

IDPs live either with families, in rented accommodations or in 

informal settlements. Some 467,000 persons – comprising of IDPs, 

returnees and squatters - remain in more than 382 settlements 

throughout the country, with 191,163of them living in 125 illegal 

settlements in the capital, on public land or in public buildings, 

facing harsh living conditions, with limited access to electricity, 

adequate sanitation, schools, as well as job opportunities, in 

addition to being at risk of eviction by the authorities.  

 

UNHCR has been working with the GoI on a Comprehensive plan to 

end displacement. The plan incorporates the development of 

integration policies regarding livelihood and employment 

opportunities, as well as shelter programmes in areas of 

displacement. The plan also includes access to basic services in 

areas of potential return. 

Population of Concern –April  Individuals 

Refugees 35,354 

Asylum Seekers 4,474 

Iraqi refugee returnees registered 2003 - 2011 527,186 

Iraqi refugee & IDPs returns registered in 2012 124,110 

Iraqi refugee returns registered in 2012 30,270 

IDPs (MoDM source) 1,332,382 

IDP returns2003 - 2011 1,031,720 

IDP returns 2012 93,840 

Stateless persons (estimation) 120,000 

Returnees 

UNHCR facilitates the return of people who have decided to 

voluntarily go back home on an individual basis. UNHCR has 

recorded 929,780 Iraqi refugee and IDP returnees between 

2008 and April 2012.  IDPs constitute some 85% of the returnee 

population, and 90% of them have returned to Baghdad and 

Diyala areas. UNHCR has registered some 163,377Iraqi refugees 

in Syria, Jordan, Lebanon and other neighbouring countries. In 

Iraq, returnees receive assistance from MODM in addition to 

support provided by UNHCR through its Return, Integration and 

Community Centres (RICCs). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stateless persons 

An estimated 120,000 persons are believed to be stateless in 

Iraq. These comprise mainly Faily Kurds and Bidoons. This figure 

is gradually decreasing with increasing numbers of Faily Kurds 

regaining their Iraqi citizenship in accordance with the 

Nationality Law of 2006. UNHCR is assisting in the identification 

of stateless persons, rising awareness about their problems and 

facilitating their access to ID and other legal documents. 
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UNHCR presence  

The Iraq Operation is managed from a Country office in 

Baghdad, sub offices in Erbil, Field presence in Sulaymaniah, 

Dahuk, Kirkuk, Basra, Diyala, Baqubah, Babylone, Hilla, Kut, 

Wassit, Karbala, Najaf, Missan and a Liaison office in 

Amman. A total of 47 international and 152 national staff 

members are engaged in the Operation.  

 

UNHCR Iraq budget 2012: $US 190,500,000 

Currently allocated$US: 65,000,000 

Vocational training for group of women    
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Latest developments 

 

• UNHCR and the KRG Department of Displacement and Migration (DDM) continue their 

coordination With IOM, Water Department, the Municipality of Fayda, Department of Health, 

Department of Education, ICRC, Germany Diakonia, MSF and Kurds NGO in order to provide 

assistance to Syrian arrivals in the new Domiz camp in Duhok. Distribution of a tented camp to 48 

IDP families from Qalawa (Sulaymaniyah) in the new site has taken place and the families are 

expected to move to the new camp in a week.  

 

• A joint team from UNHCR and MoDM conducted an intention survey of four informal IDP 

settlements in Baghdad to identify the families that are willing to move to the new shelter 

location in Saba’ al-Bour in Taji, north of Baghdad, where UNHCR, in cooperation with UN-Habitat, 

will construct 385 shelters as first pilot project.  

 

• Twenty-three IDP shelters were destroyed in a fire that broke out in an informal IDP settlement in 

Al-Hurriyah district, north of Baghdad and other fifteen IDP shelters were destroyed by fire also in 

Al-Manar IDP settlement in Abu Dsheer, Dora, south of Baghdad.In coordination with Baghdad 

Provincial Council and the local authorities, UNHCR provided the affected families with tents, NFI 

kits and $200 cash assistance.   

 

• On 15-16 May, a workshop was held in Erbil on asylum procedures and refugee law in Iraq, 

attended by representatives from Kurdistan Regional Government and central government. In 

Baghdad, a meeting was held with Government officials, I/NGOs (UNHCR's IPs) and UN agencies, 

to understand the training and capacity development needs in the country. The meeting also 

discussed access to territory, asylum procedures and the current refugee law in Iraq. 

Recommendations from the mission will assist to formulate a training plan for national 

stakeholders, governmental and non-governmental, on human rights, refugee and asylum laws. 

 

• UNHCR organised a meeting on 30 May to update UNCT members and NGO on the regional refugee 

response to the Syrian situation. A follow-up meeting will be conducted in June to review the 

consolidated approach to the Syria regional response plan. 

 

• UNHCR Sulaymaniyah will hold vocational training courses in welding, sewing, carpentry, 

computer, masonry and business skills to the refugees. Each course will last for two months with 

an average of 5 trainees per course. UNHCR is to allocate budget for the training. 

 

• Eight water projects have been implemented in return areas that suffer from drinking water 

shortages in Baghdad.  

 

• UNHCR Field Unit in Mosul managed to prevent the eviction of IDPs living in Al-Rahmaniya IDP 

settlement.  

 

• Fifty-five families were selected by UNCHR/IP REACH for UNHCR shelter rehabilitation project in 

Kirkuk. In the same governorate and in coordination with Department of Education in Kirkuk, 13 

schools hosting IDPs and returnees have been identified for UNHCR/IP Qandil intervention. 

Another 5 schools were identified for UNHCR/REACH intervention 

 

• Refugees’ relocation from Al Waleed continues, though slowly, after the camp closure on 15 April 

2012. The total number of individuals relocated so far is 101, while 318 individuals continue to live 

in the camp. 

 

• By end of May, 400 cases of Ashraf Camp residents have been interviewed by UNHCR team, as an 

essential step to prepare the submissions of eligible candidates for resettlement to third 

countries.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNHCR partners 

Government of Iraq & Kurdistan 

Regional Government 

Ministry of Displacement and Migration 

(MoDM), Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

Ministry of Interior, Ministry of Human 

Rights, Implementation and Follow up 

Committee for national reconciliation 

(IFCNR), Bureau of Displacement and 

Migration (BDM) 

Collaboration with UN entities and 

operational partners 

United Nations Assistance MissionforIraq 

(UNAMI), World Food Programme, UNICEF, 

UN-Habitat , IOM, WHO, OCHA 

Implementing partners 

24 non-governmental organizations: Al 

Khair Humanitarian Organization, 

Resurecting Iraqi People Center (RIPC), 

Danish Refugee Council, HADYA, Happy 

Family Organization for Relief and 

Development, Iraqi Humanitarian League 

for Human Rights, Iraqi Salvation 

Humanitarian Organization, Iraqi Youth 

League, International Medical Corps, 

International Rescue Committee, Islamic 

Relief Worldwide, HARIKAR, Norwegian 

Refugee Council, Association Development 

for Civil Society, Qandil, REACH, Rebuild 

Iraq Recruitment Program, Resurrecting 

Iraqi People Center, Women Development 

and Support Organization,Civil 

Development Organization 

UNHCR assistance at a glance 

� Through its 14 Protection Assistance 

Centres (PACs),UNHCR and its partners 

work to ensure that IDPs and returnees 

are able to enjoy their fundamental rights. 

Lawyers in the Centres as well as 40 

mobile teams provide legal assistance, 

interventions and referrals on behalf of 

the persons of concern. Inter alia, UNHCR 

teams are following up closely on potential 

evictions of IDPs from informal 

settlements. The total number of the legal 

cases opened(solved, closed without 

solutions, cases in progress or pending) in 

May is 779 (55.20% females 44.8% 

males).the cases categorized as 434 

concerning IDPs,31 IDP returnees ,164 

refugee returnees, 5 asylum seekers  and 

141 vulnerable community members. 

� A total of 376 shelters have been 

completed in the Central region, 3IPs have 

completed the construction of 300 

shelters while the rehabilitation of 80 

shelters was completed by UNHCR’s 

partners in the south (56) and (20) in the 

north region.UNHCR is also assisting IDPs 

and returning refugees with water & 

sanitation projects, garbage collection and 

fumigation in camps, as well as 

distribution of relief kits (plastic sheeting, 

kitchen sets, mattresses, blankets, hygiene 

items, etc.).A total of 7,204 kits were 

distributed to persons of concerns within 

phase I of this year 

� 73 NNGOs have been selected for the 

NGO Empowerment Programme (NEP). 

The estimated number of beneficiaries 

from NEP is 46,065. 
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Holding yard sale for Palestinian refugees products 

 


