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Funding Status 

Results of the mid-year review indicate low funding rates and the late realization of anticipated support 
resulting in the slow progress towards the targets set in the 2013 CAP. Out of 28 projects, only one, 
UNRWA, has received full funding to meet the needs in 19 refugee camps in the West Bank. A second 
project, submitted by UNICEF following the November escalation on Gaza, was only partially funded. 
Only 7%

1
 of the requested amount for the CAP 2013 has been materialized to date. This is despite the 

fact that the 2013 appeal is 88% of that requested in 2012 and 57% of the appeal in 2011. An 
estimated 27% of the requested funds have been preliminarily approved by donors with no firm 
commitments (86% for INGOs, 4% local NGOs and 10% UN).  
 
This will prevent over 200,000 people from accessing safe water and sanitation services. These 
people include: those receiving bad water quality in Gaza, those with limited access to sewage 
facilities, people in ARAs, students in schools with poor WASH facilities and those receiving 
inadequate water quantities in the West Bank. This will also limit the ability to effectively monitor water 
quality and establish a surveillance system to counter any concerns of contamination especially with 
heavy metals. The lack of funding will also have an overall negative impact on the cluster functions, 
including: cluster contingency planning; joint advocacy; assessment and capacity-building activities. 
 

 

Key Humanitarian Issues  

Electricity and Chlorine Supply in Gaza  

 
The electricity and fuel supply status remains to be the same as that reported in April: 
 

 15 per cent of the Gaza Strip population located in Gaza, Rafah and Jabalya receive water 
supply (for six to eight hours) once every four days only;  

                                                 
1
 As per end of May 2013, a total of 1.2 million USD has been received by UNICEF to partially cover the needs in 

the project submitted in the revised CAP, and UNRWA for the refugee camps in the West Bank.  

 

 

Headlines 

 
 Indications of low funding for WASH humanitarian response under CAP 2013 noted 

with only 7% of the appeal actually realized and 27% provisionally approved.  
 

 In May 2013, a total of 42 truckloads of WASH material entered Gaza: the Palestinian 
Water Authority (PWA) coordinated the entry of 13 truckloads of material for the 
NGEST and the Austrian-funded wastewater reuse project, OCHA coordinated the 
entry of 18 truckloads of chlorine and UNDP 11 trucks for their water project in Beit 
Hanun. 
 

 The fuel crisis in Gaza remains to be an issue of concern and continues to negatively 
impact the provision of WASH services to Palestinians in Gaza. The impact on the 
population is expected to be further intensified during the coming summer months.  
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 20 per cent of the Gaza Strip population receive water supply (for six to eight hours) once 
every three days only;  

 40 per cent of the Gaza Strip population receive water supply (for six to eight hours) once 
every two days only;  

 25 per cent of the Gaza Strip population receive water supply (for six to eight hours) once a 
day.  

 
The impact on the population is expected to be further intensified during the coming summer months. 
Demand on water is expected to increase; while the availability will be further limited should the 
current situation persist.   
 
According to the Coastal Municipalities Water Utility (CMWU), the ability to operate water and 
sanitation facilities including 205 water wells, 42 main sewage pumping stations, 15 district sewage 
pumping stations, four wastewater treatment plants, 10 water desalination plants and 15 water lifting 
stations continues to be very challenging.  
 
The Turkish International Cooperation and Development Agency (TIKA) is currently in the tendering 
process for the procurement of the chlorine for CMWU. TIKA expects that the delivery of chlorine will 
take place in less than a month. 

 

Materials Access into Gaza  
 
In May 2013, the entry of construction material for WASH projects can be summarized as follows: 
 

 UNDP was able to bring in 11 trucks (one truck carrying steel and 10 trucks carrying 
aggregates) of WASH materials for the Beit Hanun Water Network/ Construction of Storage 
Tank project.  

 

 PWA was able to bring in a total of 13 truckloads of WASH materials. Most of the entered 
materials, 12 truckloads of electrical materials are for the NGEST project while one truckload 
carrying sewerage fittings was for the Austrian-funded project. 

 

 CMWU was not able to bring in any materials in May.  
 

 OCHA also reported that 18 truckloads of chlorine for water disinfection and hygiene use 
crossed into Gaza, bringing the total to 42 truckloads carrying WASH-related materials into 
Gaza in May 2013.  

 

Challenges in the Field 
 
According to recent feedback from joint inter-cluster coordination efforts between the Cash-for-Work 
group (CFW) and the WASH Cluster, numerous projects supporting local utilities in primary solid 
waste collection have been interrupted due to funding issues. This has resulted in downscaling of 
door-to-door garbage collection. Results from the rapid assessment conducted by WASH Cluster area 
focal points in coordination with CFW and UNDP aiming to quantify unmet urgent needs in garbage 
collection indicate that an immediate threat to public health is raised in vulnerable localities such as 
Khan Yunis, Rafah, Jabalya, Beit Lahiya and Beit Hanun.   

 
 
WASH Humanitarian Response  

Improved water quality at household level in Gaza  
 
IR-Pal and ACF have completed their “Supply and Install Water 
Treatment Units for Disadvantaged Households in Gaza Strip” 
project in the neighborhoods of Al Sheikh Ridwan, Al Naser, Al 
Shajaeya and Al Zaytoun. The project aimed at reducing high 
salinity levels in drinking water at households to comply with WHO 
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recommendations. Activities included the distribution of Reverse Osmosis (RO) treatment units, testing 
water samples in addition to an orientation workshop for all the beneficiaries and hygiene promotion 
activities. 
 
 

The project aims at reducing high salinity levels in drinking 
water at households to comply with WHO recommendations.  
 
As a result of the activities implemented under the framework 
of the project: 
-  270 households will have access to good quality drinking 
water. 
- 269 storage water tanks will be distributed to the target     
households.  
- 270 households will receive training in operation and 
maintenance of reverse osmosis units. 

 
Emergency support to solid waste collection in Gaza  
 
COOPI is also delivering humanitarian aid through an ERF-funded project entitled “Emergency 
Support in Urban Solid Waste (USW) collection and transportation in Gaza City”. The project will 
extend over 15 weeks from 23

 
March 2013 and aims at responding to the sanitation, hygiene and 

public health needs of the population in Gaza City through the collection of USW. The average 
quantity collected per day is about 175 tons using animal-traction mule carts operating throughout the 
week. Through the project COOPI is providing support to the Municipality by recruiting 125 workers, 
providing the tools needed for the implementation of the activities and giving technical guidance. In 
addition, on-the-job security training to the beneficiaries has also been provided. 
 

 
EWASH - WASH Cluster Activities  

 
Cluster Performance – Future Coordination Mechanisms  
 
On 22 May, Cluster partners both in the West Bank and Gaza met via video-link to discuss the findings 
of the preliminary Coordination Performance Report for the WASH Cluster (based on feedback to the 
Cluster Performance Monitoring exercise in Palestine). Based on feedback from partners in the 
consultation recommendations for future arrangements include:  

  
1. Participants recognized the need to strengthen the capacity of PWA to oversee the national 

coordination mechanism, with better synergies between the development and humanitarian 
sectors. There is also an essential need to establish fluent coordination/communication lines 
with the PWA.  
 

2. There is a need to review the existing coordination mechanism between the WASH Cluster 
and the EWASH. As part of the transition from the cluster mechanism to national coordination, 
different scenarios and the corresponding capacity building needs would have to be 
discussed.  
 

3. The timelines for the transition and the deactivation of the cluster need to be defined with clear 
roles and responsibilities of PWA, CMWU, EWASH and the lead agency on the future 
coordination modality that will allow prompt intervention in the event of emergencies. The 
need to define criteria for deactivation of the cluster was also highlighted by the partners.  
 

4. Both PWA and CMWU confirm that they would be able to take up information management 
tasks soon. NGOs would also require more representation in the donor forums.  
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5. There is a need to understand what an emergency is in this context and the required 
capacities needed, develop clear governance/accountability lines and ensure that the ability to 
respond to emergencies is maintained.   

 
 

EWASH Advocacy Task Force (ATF)  
 
On 28 May 2013, the Association for International Development Agencies (AIDA) launched a report 
"Failing to Make the Grade" to mark the first anniversary of the EU's Foreign Affairs Council conclusion 
with strong policy statements on Area C. The report concluded that the EU has failed in its 
commitments and issued recommendations on what needs to be done for it to get back on track. The 
ATF played a role in the conception of the report, as well as research, drafting and dissemination, 
including media outreach and lobbying. The report is in line with EWASH's messaging and addresses 
the main water related concerns in Area C. It encourages donors to take greater risks in support of 
development in Area C allowing communities maintain a sustainable livelihood and are protected from 
forced displacement. Particularly related to WASH, the report addresses the dysfunction of the JWC 
and the consequent stifling of the development of the sector. Furthermore, the report also suggests 
that donor countries take vigorous measures to hold Israel accountable for the demolition of civilian 
structures, in particular donor-funded, of which WASH structures have been no exception.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
For more information, please do not hesitate to contact: 
 

Name e-mail Mobile number 

Bilas Dongol  
WASH Specialist/UNICEF  

bdongol@unicef.org 0547-787609 

Yasser Nassar 
Gaza WASH Sub-Cluster Coordinator 

ynassar@unicef.org 0598-934713 

Subha Ghannam 
WASH Information Manager  

sghannam@unicef.org 0547-787670 

 

Dates for your diary 

EWASH/WASH cluster meetings in the West Bank and Gaza: 
 

 EWASH/WASH cluster meeting in Gaza, Tuesday 11th of June 2013, 11:00 in 
UNICEF office. 

 EWASH/WASH Cluster meeting in Ramallah,  Wednesday 26th of June 2013, 

10:00 at PWA offices in Ramallah. 
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