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HIGHLIGHTS 
• Efforts to extract most of the remaining fuel on MW Wakashio 

have been successful, capitalizing on good weather.  
• The Prime Minister has thanked government departments, 

international organisations, friendly countries, non-
governmental organisations (NGOs), the private sector and 
the local community for their roles in the response, 
acknowledging the hundreds of Mauritians who have joined 
clean-up efforts, crafting and deploying booms and bringing in 
food for the helpers. 

• Teams of experts from France, India, Japan and the United 
Nations have arrived in Mauritius to support the Government-
led response.  

SITUATION OVERVIEW 
 
Mauritian Prime Minister, Pravind Jugnauth, briefed the media on 12 August that more than 3,000 tonnes of fuel that had 
remained on MW Wakashio had been successfully removed, with only a small amount (estimated at 100 tonnes) remaining 
on board. Extraction operations were boosted by good weather, with fuel being air-lifted by helicopter and transferred to 
another vessel at sea. Of the 4,180 metric tonnes (MT) of heavy oil initially on board the ship, 3,184 MT had been removed 
from the tanks and 166 metric tons were still being removed as of late 12 August. The Prime Minister updated that 570 
cubic meters of spilled hydrocarbon and 150 tonnes of waste had already been skimmed and pumped out of the lagoons.  
Cracks on the hull of MW Wakashio have continued to worsen and there remains a high likelihood that the bulk carrier will 
break-up. There are also concerns regarding the impact the oil spill will have on Mauritius’ unique ecosystems, including 
Blue Bay Marine Park, Pointe d’Esny Wetland and Ile aux Aigrettes Nature Reserve and wildlife. Reports indicate that the 
oil is likely to drift northwards, with sightings as far north as Bambous Virieux. 
Many people in the affected areas rely on fishing for their livelihoods, which will be impacted by the oil spill. Others rely on 
the tourism industry which was affected by the COVID-19 pandemic and now must contend with a second significant set-
back. 

RESPONSE 
 
The Nationally-led response is continuing, with the Prime Minister chairing daily crisis meetings. The Minister of Foreign 
Affairs held a meeting on 12 August with all development partners and members of the diplomatic corps to discuss response 
efforts and coordinate assistance. 
Community-driven clean-up activities are continuing in multiple locations, with hundreds of volunteers, including private 
individuals, private sector entities and non-governmental organisations showing-up each day to mitigate the damage caused 
by the oil spill. The Mauritius Red Cross supported the creation of booms from dry leaves and plastic bottles, including in 
Bois des Amourettes, about 15 minutes from Mahébourg. 
In support of local expertise, and in response to the Government’s appeal for international assistance, several international 
teams have arrived in recent days: French specialists arrived from La Reunion on Monday, 10 August; teams from India 
are in place. The teams of Japanese experts and United Nations (UN) experts both arrived on Tuesday, 11 August. They 
will be joined by local experts. The experts have been organized into four groups, as follows: Strategic and Coordination 
(who will attend National Oil Spill Contingency Plan (NOSCP) Coordination Committee meetings and advise NOSCP 
Command Centre); Operations and response (who will be deployed on-site to advise on interventions); Social and 
Environmental Impacts Evaluation (responsible for evaluation of the actual impacts of the oil spill and the environmental 
impacts of clean-up operations); and Forensic, Claims and Finance  (led by staff from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 

MAURITIUS: MW Wakashio Oil Spill 
Flash Update No. 3  
12 August 2020 

https://www.tourism-mauritius.mu/en-int/mv-wakashio-updates
http://www.redcrossmauritius.org/8-notre-actualite/145-la-croix-rouge-de-maurice-a-participe-a-l-elan-national?fbclid=IwAR3nFiMwPt9xXqIe0doStblTwIyv_mqB3AhuGcp9_CxkzzElWiSjQP2TGRE
https://reliefweb.int/node/3661276


 
Mauritius Flash Update | 2 

 

 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
www.unocha.org/rosea | Twitter: @UNOCHA_ROSEA 

Ministry of Finance). UN experts briefed the Government’s Crisis Committee and met with civil society organizations on 12 
August.  
In addition to assistance and expertise previously reported, Australia has set-up a virtual panel of technical and scientific 
experts to support the response. The United States (US) National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) is in 
contact with the Mauritius Ministry of Environment, Solid Waste Management and Climate Change and is providing satellite 
analysis and imagery, in coordination with UNOSAT; and remote support with expertise in tropical systems, coral and 
mangroves. The Government of India has indicated its intention to provide additional booms and skimmers for the response, 
on top of the assistance it has already availed. The United Kingdom (UK) is discussing a potential package of assistance 
with the Government, and additional offers of bilateral support continue to be received. 
The United Nations (UN), under the leadership of the UN Resident Coordinator, continues to support the immediate 
response. UNDP through regular programs on environment has allocated 200,000 USD  and is mobilizing support to 
communities through the GEF Small Grants Programme. The International Maritime Organisation (IMO), together with the 
UNEP/OCHA Joint Environment Unit, has deployed an oil spill expert, and IMO is supporting the Government by providing 
technical advice on oil spill response issues and in the coordination of assistance. In addition, UNDP is providing technical 
support on issues related to environment, oil spill and impact assessment, UNESCO’s Oceanographic Institute is supporting 
remote mapping, WHO is supporting the public health regulations, IOM is analysing risks to populations, UNODC is 
supporting forensic investigation and providing legal support, UNOSAT has activated the Space Charter and is providing 
satellite imagery and analysis, and OCHA is providing disaster response coordination expertise. International Financial 
Institutions, including the African Development Bank, World Bank and International Monetary have agreed to offer technical 
support. More information about support from UN agencies and other partners will be shared as the response evolves.  
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