
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

WFP Assistance 

 
Protecting 

livelihoods, reducing 

undernutrition, and 

building resilience 
through safety nets, 

asset creation and 

skills development 

 

PRRO 200640 

(Jul 2014 – Dec 2017)  

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6-Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

121.1 m 
44.2 m  
(36%) 

3.9 m 
(53%) 

*March - August 2017                                

                                

 

Developed in consultation with the Government, United 

Nations agencies and NGOs, the Protracted Relief and 

Recovery Operations (PRRO) provides assistance to the 

most vulnerable and food-insecure people in Mauritania 

and protects their livelihoods. As part of WFP’s 

operational and strategic review of assistance activities 

in support of the local population, in 2017, WFP will 

further focus types of assistance on convergent 

geographical areas and targeted households. WFP plans 

to provide food and nutrition assistance to nearly 

135,000 local Mauritanians living in rural areas with the 

highest food insecurity and malnutrition rates through 

(i) food distributions using cash and in-kind transfers 

during the peak of the lean season, (ii) nutritional 

assistance to malnourished and highly vulnerable 

children and pregnant and nursing women, (iii) food 

assistance for asset creation activities prior to and after 

the lean season period to help vulnerable communities 

and households strengthen their resilience to withstand 

future shocks. 

 

WFP will continue its assistance to nearly 47,000 Malian 

refugees in Mbera camp with i) in-kind and cash 

distributions; ii) nutritional assistance to malnourished 

children and pregnant and nursing women; and ii) 

emergency school meals for children. Host communities 

living around Mbera will also be assisted. 

 

 

Country Programme 

Mauritania 

 

CP 200251 

(Jan 2012 – Dec 2017) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total 

Received (in 

USD) 

 

6-Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

77 m 
9.2 m  
(12%) 

0.9 m 
(95%) 

* March - August 2017                                

  

Under the Country Programme (CP) and in 

collaboration with the Ministry of Education, WFP plans 

to provide school meals to 73,090 children enrolled in 

public primary schools in six rural regions. After almost 

a yearlong suspension due to lack of funding, the 

school meals will partially resume in March with 

funding from the Japan Association for WFP.  

Provision of Humanitarian 

Air Services in Mauritania 

 

Special Operation (SO) 
200803 

(Jan 2015 – Dec 2017) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received (in 

USD) 

 

12.3 m 
6.5 m  
(52%) 

 

The United Nations Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) 

established in 2012 at the request of the Humanitarian 

Country Team provides regular air services to aid 

workers, reaching six destinations in Mauritania. The 

service is the indispensable mean to facilitate 

humanitarian access to the affected populations in 

remote areas from the capital, Nouakchott. 

 

Highlights 
 The mid-term results of the Project for Improving 

Communities’ Resilience and Food Security to 

Overcome the Adverse Effects of Climate Change 

(PARSSAC) – funded by WFP’s Climate Adaptation 

Fund – were presented in February. 

 For the next six months, WFP needs USD 3.9 million 

to avoid pipeline breaks, and assist the local 

population and Malian refugees with cash/in-kind 

assistance, and resilience building activities. Urgent 

funding of USD 0.9 million is also needed to resume 

WFP’s school meals programme for the next six 

months. 

 UNHAS operations are currently covered until June 

2017, after which the service might be suspended if 

further funding is not secured. 

 

Credit: WFP/Ghazi Gader. 
Caption: Soil rehabilitation in Assaba (Trust Fund). 
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In Numbers 

492,000 people in food insecurity 

218,500 people targeted by WFP including: 

47,000 refugees, 135,000 local 

Mauritanians and 36,500 school children 

 
51% 49% 

55,487 people 

assisted 
February 2017 

February 2017 
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Donors 
Top five donors for PRRO 200640: USA, European Commission, 

Multilateral, Japan and United Kingdom. 

Top five donors for CP 200251: Private Donors 

Top five donors for SO 200803: USA, European Commission, 

Belgium, Multilateral and Denmark. 

 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 

The mid-term results of the Project for Improving 
Communities’ Resilience and Food Security to Overcome the 
Adverse Effects of Climate Change (PARSSAC) – funded by 
WFP’s Climate Adaptation Fund – were presented in 

February. Since 2015, the country office has been 
strengthening the technical capacities of government 
authorities (amongst which the Délégation Régionale de 

l’Environnement et du Développement Durable, 
Commissariat à la Sécurité Alimentaire (CSA) and Ministry 
of Agriculture and Livestock) in integrating climate change 
adaptation measures and technical standards for asset 
building, into national and local planning. Over this period, 
the country office provided trainings and practical guidance 

to local NGOs and communities to understand climate 
change principles and how to practically integrate them into 
local seasonal and rural development planning in order to 
augment the abilities of communities to be prepared for and 
withstand climatic shocks. As a result of these efforts, 84 
villages in 8 targeted regions elaborated climate adaptation 
action plans. In the regions, villagers actively participated 

in projects to rehabilitate dunes and soil for agricultural 

production, including planting of fruit trees, gardening and 
apiculture activities. 

 

PRRO – Refugees Component 

In February, WFP continued to assist an increasing number 
of registered Malian refugees with general distributions 

through cash transfers. Due to the lack of funding for the 
in-kind component of the ration and the increasing number 
of assisted people, WFP had to further reduce rations. WFP 
assisted 48,318 refugees with a reduced cash ration of 
3,800 Mauritanian Ouguiya (USD 10.70) per household. 
 

Malnutrition treatment activities for pregnant and nursing 
women and children aged 6-59 months in the month of 
February targeted some 400 recipients (children and 
mothers). School meals were regularly distributed to 4,459 
children in the camp’s six primary schools. WFP also 

provided school meals for 1,691 Mauritanian children 
attending 18 schools in the villages around Mbera camp 
with recent funding received. Children also benefitted from 
hygiene sensitization activities implemented by UNICEF. 
 
 

PRRO – Local Vulnerable Population Component 
 

February saw the completion of the cycle of gardening 
activities as part of WFP’s food assistance for assets (FFA) 
programme in Assaba. Nearly 2,500 people received cash 
distributions of 12,000 Mauritanian Ouguiya (USD 34) per 
household per month. Focusing on natural resource assets, 
activities such as gardening can benefit the entire 

community by providing income-generating and food 
production opportunities. Additionally FFA provides 
participants with a set of transferable skills in land recovery 
and harvesting techniques. The aim of the activity was to 

ensure sufficient assets were created to prepare and 
stabilize beneficiaries’ livelihoods prior to the lean season.  

 

UNHAS 

In February, UNHAS transported 220 passengers and 2,000 
mt of light cargo in 28 rotations between Nouakchott and 
other locations. UNHAS successfully performed 1 medical 
evacuation from Bassikounou to Nouakchott. UNHAS also 
facilitated a UN joint mission (WFP, UNDP, UNHCR, OIM, 

UNICEF, UNHCR) to Bassikounou with a regular flight. 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Vast and largely desert, Mauritania is sparsely populated 
and is one of the world’s poorest countries. Nearly 23 
percent of the population lives below the poverty line on 
less than USD 1.25 per day (Human Development Report 
[HDR] 2015). Some 47 percent live in multidimensional 
poverty with acute deprivation in health, education and 
standard of living (HDR 2015).  

Mauritania faces significant challenges related to food 
security. The trend analysis of the past five year data 
(2011-2015) covering both lean and post-harvest periods 
based on the Integrated Context Analysis approach 

suggest that 492,000 people are considered the most 
vulnerable in the country. Out of the 492,000, some 
380,000 people are estimated to be in the six regions 
reached by WFP. Malnutrition rates are also high in 
children aged 6-59 months and above the WHO 
emergency threshold of 15 percent (Standardized 
Monitoring and Assessment of Relief and Transitions -
SMART). 

Mauritania continues to host the second largest number of 
Malian refugees who have fled their homes following the 
outbreak of violence in 2012. Latest UNHCR figures count 
close to 48,000 registered refugees. 

In 2017, WFP aims to provide food and nutrition 
assistance to 177,000 people in rural areas with highest 
food insecurity and malnutrition rates. WFP will also 
provide life-saving assistance to 46,000 Malian refugees in 
the Mbera camp and distribute daily school meal to 73,000 
primary school children from food insecure and highly 
vulnerable households. WFP has been present in 
Mauritania since 1964 

Contact info: Vanessa Rizzi (vanessa.rizzi@wfp.org)  

Country Director: Jean-Noel GENTILE 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/Mauritania 

 

Chronic malnutrition: 31% of 

children between 6-59 months 

2015 Human Development Index: 

148 out of 188 

Income Level: Lower middle 

Population: 3.5 million 

mailto:vanessa.rizzi@wfp.org
http://www.wfp.org/countries/Mauritania

