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Preliminary Assessment 
 

Heavy rains across 

Mauritania in mid-August 

and in the first week of 

September have caused 

‘unprecedented’1 flooding 

across seven regions of the 

country, namely: in the 

capital city of Nouakchott 

(Trarza Region) and in six 

surrounding regions, 

namely, Tagant and Brakna, 

Assaba, Inchiri, Hodh Ech 

Chargul and Adrar regions; 

Tagant and Brakna are 

reportedly the most affected 

regions outside of the 

capital.  

An estimated 8 people were 

killed and 4,225 affected by 

the floods. 

  

‘            

                                                           
1
 As reportedly said by Civil Protection national authorities. 
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Highlights 

 Flooding in 7 regions including in the capital Nouakchott 

 4,225 people affected 

 8 deaths 

 2,305 people have been rendered homeless 

 525 homes damaged 

 26 September: Local Government appeals for Technical 

& In-Kind Assistance 

Areas Affected by Floods  

Low Flood Impact 

Medium Flood Impact 

High Flood Impact  
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The Commissariat a la Sécurité Alimentaire (CSA) reported that some 2,305 people may have 

been rendered homeless in regions assessed by the government in early August. Agricultural 

lands, notably in the Adrar, have been flooded and some localities have been rendered 

inaccessible. Entire neighbourhoods in the capital are reportedly inundated and there is 

stagnant water throughout the capital in what is dubbed a ‘disastrous situation’. Many schools 

are flooded which will likely affect the imminent return to the school year. The government and 

its partners are working to assess damages; figures on the number of people impacted and 

displaced are likely to increase.  

Floods are recurrent in Mauritania and 

notably in the capital Nouakchott, where 

poor drainage infrastructure coupled with 

the fact that the capital is below sea level 

and was constructed on a depression-- has 

resulted in floods for nearly the past five 

consecutive years.  

On 16 September, violent youth protests 

arose in Sebkha, a suburb of Nouakchott, 

that resulted in a siege on the home of the 

region’s senator. Reasons cited by 

protesters were frustration over the 

government’s inability and/or unwillingness 

to address the damage caused by floods 

and lack of assistance provided to those 

impacted by the floods. Political opposition 

parties have reportedly been taking 

advantage of social discontent over the 

government’s response to the floods, in the 

run-up to national parliamentary elections 

slated for November of this year.   

Needs/Damage Assessments 

The UN (viz. OCHA, UNFPA, UNDP, 

UNICEF and WFP), Red Crescent 

Movement and the Government of 

Mauritania have conducted a joint 

assessment mission in  Brakna Region; in 

the town of R’weimdy 250 families had to 

be evacuated and a loss of 

goods/possessions was observed. Priority needs are water, shelter and access to health 

services.  

 

Aerial Shot of Nouakchott. Credit: enhaut.org  

A flooded School, Nouakchott . Credit : UN 
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Response 

CSA has distributed food and tents in 

Tagant. The IFRC’s Disaster Relief 

Emergency Fund (DREF) has allocated 

USD$76,836 to support the Mauritanian 

Red Crescent society in delivering 

immediate assistance to up to 870 

beneficiaries (145 households) for the 

next three months and to assess further 

needs. The Mauritanian Red Crescent 

will distribute relief items, conduct WASH 

sensitization, and promote health and 

hygiene in the regions of Tagant, Inchiri 

and Trarza; the movement has already 

distributed tents, utensils, and kitchen 

kits in Tagant and Brakna. Civil Protection and World Vision have conducted drainage activities 

in different localities of Nouakchott; humanitarian actors are pre-positioning aid stocks in 

preparation of increased need.  

On 19 September, on behalf of the Humanitarian Coordinator, OCHA met with the governor of 

Nouakchott to propose the support of the international humanitarian community and partners for 

a joint rapid needs assessment in Nouakchott to include Government, UN, and NGOs.  A formal 

request letter was sent to the governor’s office for that purpose.  

The Office of the Prime Minister has established an inter-ministerial task force to conduct water 

drainage in affected areas. Donors locally have expressed an interest in providing emergency 

support through their emergency windows funds, contingent upon a needs assessment.  

On 26 September, the Mayor of Sebkha (the Nouakchott suburb that experienced violent 

protests) sent a formal request for in-kind and technical assistance to the UN Resident 

Coordinator; support requested included evacuation of at-risk populations, water drainage, 

WASH, and anti-malaria assistance.  OCHA is meeting with the government’s crisis committee 

on 28 September to discuss response to this and other requests that will likely arrive in the 

coming days.    

 

Coordination 

On 19 September, an inter-sectorial meeting was convened by OCHA to encourage partners to 

share information on their pre-positioned stocks; a compiled list has been circulated to group 

members. OCHA also met with the Department of Civil Protection, where the latter indicated 

that the current flood damage in the capital is without precedent.  

Moudjéria – Tagant . Credit : UN 

 


