
Headlines 
 

• WASH CAP 2012 has only received 34 per cent pledges, leaving most of its high 
priority projects unfunded.  
 

• In March 2012, UNRWA was able to bring 58 trucks into Gaza for their sewage, 
drainage and water systems project in Khan Younis Camp. The Coastal 
Municipalities Water Utility (CMWU) was able to bring in two trucks with materials 
for an International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) project and KFW funded 
central Gaza waste water treatment plant (WWTP). The Palestinian Water 
Authority (PWA) coordinated the entry of 26 truckloads of materials for NGEST 
and Amer pumping station funded by Sweden. OCHA reports on 10 truckloads 
entering Gaza with chlorine, bringing the total number of truckloads that entered 
the coastal enclave carrying WASH materials in March to 96.  

 

• The fuel crisis in Gaza continues to largely affect the WASH service provision with 
up to 50 per cent of the population accessing water once every four days only.  
 

• First days of March, severe winter conditions were witnessed with excessive rain 
showers resulting in storm water flooding in Gaza.  WASH Cluster area focal 
points responded quickly where needed. Mapping of similar risk areas is ongoing 
and mitigation measures and awareness raising campaigns are planned to 
prevent such tragedies in the future.  
 

• Demolitions and confiscations continue, however less than in February. Despite 
funding constraints, WASH Cluster partners are rolling out a post emergency 
response mechanism to alleviate the negative effect of these events on the 
already vulnerable population.  
 

• Rainfall figures are showing a positive trend with 105 per cent of the annual 
expected rainfall reported in the West Bank.  
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only. Therefore the appeal has been limited to 25 projects submitted for the CAP, of which 23 
projects are addressing the highest risk threshold. At present 14 of these high priority 
projects remain unfunded, jeopardizing among others, the WASH response to demolitions in 
Area C. An intensified donor appeal will be required in order to meet the minimum 
humanitarian WASH provision in 2012.   

 
Gaza update 

Key Humanitarian Issues 
 
Electricity Supply  
The Gaza Strip continues to suffer from acute fuel shortages. OCHA reports that electricity 
blackouts throughout the Gaza Strip reach up to 18 hours per day (power supply limited to 
six hours per day) after the Gaza Power Plant shut down on 14 February, following the 
depletion of its fuel reserves. The plant requires more than 400,000 liters of diesel a day to 
produce 80-85 megawatts (MW).  By the end of March, Gaza was relying on 120 MW from 
Israel and 22 MW from Egypt), hence, creating a 60 per cent deficit in requirements.  
 
Water and sewage facilities, including 190 water wells, 40 main sewage pumping stations, 15 
districts sewage pumping stations, four wastewater treatment plants, eight water desalination 
units and ten water lifting stations, remain particularly vulnerable as a result of electricity 
shortages. CMWU reported that in March 2012, about 120,000 liters of fuel stock funded by 
Islamic Development Bank (IDB) programme have been depleted and approximately 50 per 
cent  of water wells in Gaza strip were out of fuel stock for more than two days.  This led to 
an increased vulnerability of residents in the whole area of Gaza strip, mainly in Rafah, Khan 
Younis and the Middle area. Such emergency fuel supply intervention represents only relief 
measures compared with the actual fuel needs to cover deficiencies for both water and 
wastewater facilities with monthly rates of 300,000 liters and 180,000 liters respectively. 
 
As a result of the electricity and fuel crisis, the water supply scheme has deteriorated 
significantly:  

 

• 50 per cent of the Gaza strip population located in Gaza, Rafah and Jabalia receive water 
supply (for six to eight hours) once every four days only; 

• 30 per cent of the Gaza strip population receive water supply (for six to eight hours) once 
every three days only; 

• 15 per cent of the Gaza strip population receive water supply (for six to eight hours) once 
every two days only; 

• 5 per cent of the Gaza strip population receive water supply (for six to eight hours) once a 
day. 
 
While CMWU has so far been able to continuously manage the delivery of limited fuel 
quantities, it only represents one quarter of the actual needs. As a result, the situation 
remains critical, particularly with the overuse of the standby power generators which are 
designed to operate only up to maximum six hours a day. If the current situation continues, 
CMWU reports that the fuel subsidy financed by IDB will be exhausted by May 2012 (at the 
beginning of the expected peak in water demands over the summer season) instead of 
by September 2012. 
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Materials Access into Gaza 
In March 2012, over a year and a half after COGAT announced the easing of the blockade 
on Gaza in June 2010, PWA, CMWU, UN OCHA and the WASH Cluster report that despite 
some significant improvements for a handful of larger scale projects (such as NGEST, KFW, 
Anera and UN), humanitarian water and sanitation actors continue to face great difficulties to 
bring materials needed for urgent humanitarian projects into Gaza.  
 
In March 2012, the entry of construction materials for WASH projects can be summarized as 
follows: 
 
UNRWA reports on materials entry for the project “Improving the Refugees’ Living Conditions 
in Khan Younis Camp – Construction of Sewage and Drainage and water Systems”, funded 
by the Dutch Government. In March 2012, 58 truckloads carrying 120 tons of cement, 424 
tons of aggregate and 1,785 tons for base course entered into Gaza. This is in addition to the 
273 truckloads that had been previously brought into Gaza for this project since December 
2011.  
 
CMWU managed to have two truckloads entering into Gaza, one loaded with elbows of 
different degrees for the ICRC project in El Hawaber, and another one carrying an air 
compressor for the KFW funded Gaza Central Sewerage Project.  
 
PWA was able to bring a total of 26 truckloads into the coastal enclave, carrying steel 
reinforcement, a sewage pump, constructions materials and cement for the Swedish funded 
Amer sewage pumping station project and the North Gaza Emergency Sewage Treatment 
Project (NGEST). 
 
OCHA reports that 10 truckloads of chlorine for water disinfection crossed into Gaza, 
bringing the total to 96 truckloads carrying WASH related materials into Gaza in March 
2012.2  
 
Flooding and winterization  
Heavy rains and stormy conditions have been witnessed at end of February and first days of 
March, with a particular impact on the Gaza Strip, since it lacks the necessary infrastructure 
to absorb such winter conditions.  In West Bank no specific WASH needs were reported.  
 
In Gaza, the WASH Cluster referral system of 
area focal points or information clearing 
houses functioned well. Assessments were 
undertaken in all five governorates in Gaza. 
The involved WASH agencies (Save the 
Children in North Gaza, Oxfam GB in Gaza, 
GVC/PHG in Middle Area, ACF in Khan Younis 
and Islamic Relief in Rafah) reported on the 
assessed damage in a 72 hours timeframe.  
 
Oxfam GB together with Ma’an and other 
partners carried out an inter-cluster 
assessment in Al Malalha area reiterating the 
dire living conditions, but no immediate 
emergency related to winter conditions damage 

                                                 
2
 Based on latest updates, UNDP reports that it has been able to bring approximately 15 truckloads into the Gaza 

Strip for the Al Zahra culvert project in January 2012, bringing the total of truckloads for WASH to 181 for that 
month.  

Flooded area in Al Malalha in Gaza City. © Karl 
Schembri/Oxfam GB  
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was recorded.  

 
In North Gaza, an immediate response was initiated in the case of storm flooding in Al 
Mashro’ area in Beit Lahia. Save the Children assisted the municipality with the leasing of an 
emergency pump to pump out a temporary lagoon that was created.  
 

The Wadi Gaza had difficulties to absorb the large quantities of storm water. In Al Mughraqa 
area, the wadi bursted out of its course, flooding the makeshift shelters in the area; directly 
affecting 10 households and putting another 50 others partially residing in the area at risk. 
While upstream pure rainwater is streaming through the wadi, later on it is mixed with 
sewage outflow of Nusseirat, resulting in contaminated water pools in Al Mughraqa area. 
Besides the evident of shelter needs, no further WASH response was required.  

WASH humanitarian response 
 
Wastewater Incident and mapping of hazard areas 
 
A series of fatal incidents were reported, involving three children who drowned in the Gaza 
Strip over the last winter season.  This has highlighted the urgent need for awareness raising 
targeting children to the hazards associated with water and waste water treatment plants; 
holding lagoons; temporary or permanent infiltration lagoons; open culverts that require 
increased perimeter, and internal security measures to ensure that risk to similar incidents is 
mitigated.  

Flooding of Wadi Gaza affecting makeshift shelters in Al Mughraqa area. ©WASH Cluster/UNICEF.  

Flooding in Al Mashro’ are in Beit Lahia, emergency storm lagoon created by municipality and evacuated with the 
support of Save the Children. © Save the Children.  



WASH Cluster oPt Monthly Situation Report   Number 45       March 31
st
 2012   p.5 

Together with CMWU, the WASH 
cluster partners in Gaza have been 
mapping out hazard areas around 
sewage lagoons or storm water 
basins based on a series of hazard 
criteria. A preliminary analysis maps 
out 35 such risk areas in Gaza, of 
which 14 of them are in need of an 
emergency intervention to secure the 
premises. The WASH focal points 
agencies are developing an urgent 
response, including fencing and other 
safety measures. Others sites require 
more developmental risk mitigation  
interventions.  
 
 
 

Through inter-cluster coordination with the 
Child Protection Working Group and the 
Education Cluster, complementary actions 
are planned. UNICEF has offered to 
support a Gaza-wide awareness campaign 
targeting children and their parents on the 
issues of safety and public health using the 
Communication for Development approach. 
 
In the long run, these temporary pools, 
established to cope with the enormous 
gaps in the coverage of sewage treatment 
infrastructure, should ultimately be removed 
only after permission to construct 
appropriate waste water infrastructure is 
granted.  

 

West Bank update 

Key Humanitarian Issues 
 
Demolitions  
The scope of WASH related demolition has so far been less in March compared to the 
previous month.  One recorded WASH related demolition of three latrines in Fasayil al-Wusta 
in Jericho took place. While in February, as many as eight WASH related demolitions had 
been recorded, including six cisterns; two water lines; one sewage line; six sanitary 
structures and one water tank.  
 
In CAP 2012, a number of WASH agencies had signed up to take part in a response 
framework to the emerging needs from destruction of WASH facilities; settler violence and 
natural disasters.   Four out of five partners from this West Bank post-emergency response 
group have secured funding pledges, while one agency is still fundraising. Currently 
agencies are waiting for their funding, gap filling measures are sought to respond to the 
outstanding caseload of WASH related destruction cases requiring urgent (post-emergency) 
response.  

Flooded area in Al Saftawi: rainwater and sewage was collected 
in a huge hole of 6 to 7 metres resulting in a hazard area in the 
middle of urban setting. Further assessment is ongoing in the 

area. © Karl Schembri/Oxfam GB  

Civil defense fishing to retrieve a missing child in a storm 
water flooding  lagoon. This time it was fortunately false 

alarm. © WASH Cluster/UNICEF.  
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WASH humanitarian response 
 
Water Scarcity 
By Mid-March, 105 per cent of the historical average rainfall received in the West Bank (incl. 
East Jerusalem), making the water scarcity picture looks much better than previous years. 
However it is anticipated that even with all cisterns replenished over the wet season, the non-
connected communities will nevertheless face a water scarcity situation later in the dry 
season, and fall again into the humanitarian risk threshold for lack of water access. 
 

In order to facilitate the capturing of the lessons learned from the joint 2012 Water Scarcity 
response, ACF has engaged an external evaluator, funded by ECHO. The international 
consultant will analyze the impact of the 2012 joint response in the framework of the Water 
Scarcity Task Force. To this end, he will be visiting a wide variety of stakeholders that took 
part in this integrated response: international humanitarian community; different echelons of 
the local authorities, including national ministries; as well as local village councils and 
representative groups of Bedouin communities. The consultant will also feed into the future 
response plans to expected droughts, and will formulate future recommendations including 
institutionalization and integration of the emergency response into the various bodies of the 
Palestinian Authority.   
 

 

 

 

 

Updated rainfall figures for the West Bank, as per Mid-March 2012.     Source:  Ministry of Agriculture       
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EWASH - WASH Cluster activities  

World Water Forum (March, Marseille) 

PWA, EWASH ATF and half a dozen EWASH partner agencies participated in the 6th World 
Water Forum, which took place in Marseille, France, 12-17 March 2012. EWASH was 
represented by its coordinator and two Advocacy Task Force Officers. EWASH agencies and 
partners were also present including ACF, PHA and Al-Haq.  
 
The messaging of the joint Palestinian Delegation centered around: water rights, the WASH 
situation in the oPt; water for a viable state; desalination for Gaza; and the ‘Thirsting for 
Justice’-campaign. The joint booth of the delegation enjoyed a great interest from the forum’s 
participants. The awareness raising materials were depleted before the end of the forum.  
 
A panel discussion focused on addressing the need for desalination in Gaza, sponsored by 
the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM), which consisted of key speakers, including PA Prime 
Minister, Salam Fayyad; PWA Chairman; Shaddad Attili; UNICEF Special Representative, 
Jean Gough;  Director of the IDB and representatives from Union for the Mediterranean. The 
discussion focused on the lack of clean water in Gaza and the  new initiative to build a large-
scale desalination plant in Gaza to alleviate pressure from the over-pumped aquifer, labeled 

by the UfM. PM Salam Fayyad received a funding pledge of €10million by France to this UfM 
labeled project for Gaza.  
 
The PWA organized a side-event on ‘Water as a critical element for a Palestinian State’, 
hosted by PWAs Chairman, to discuss PWAs proposed positive sum outcome solution for 
final status negotiations with Israel in the field of joint water management. The event focused 
on the 6th WWF main theme of finding solutions to the most pressing water problems around 
the globe. 
 
EWASH hosted a side-event at the forum about demolition and destruction of WASH 
infrastructure in the oPt. PHG and JLAC representatives shared their experiences in the field. 
There were about 40 people attending leading to an engaging discussion. 
 
Also the film projections including water issues in the oPt enjoyed a large audience, such as 
the AfD sponsored film and the ECHO funded documentary of ACF water programmes.  
 
The EWASH ATF delegation focused on grassroots organizations in France and participated 
in a demonstration led by Greenpeace closing the forum. The EWASH ATF team was 
interviewed by a number of media outlets whilst in Marseille including Radio Galere (88.4 
FM),3 La Marseillaise, Med’in TV, Kontext TV and Altermondes.4 A 400-people march in the 
Marseille city center carried ‘Thirsting for Justice’-banners on the occasion of World Water 
Day.  
 
EWASH members, Lifesource and Al Haq, took part in the Alternative Water Forum that was 
organized in parallel to the World Water Forum in Marseille, which led to the release of a 
statement “Marseille Declaration”, advocating for Palestinian water rights.5 Al Haq also led a 
session on water inequalities in the framework of the alternative WWF.  
 
  

                                                 
3
 http://www.radiogalere.org/node/2533  

4
 http://www.ewash.org/files/library/ALTER%2029%20anglais.pdf  

5
 http://www.lifesource.ps/english/marseille-declaration/  
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World Water Day 2012 
In Gaza, a series of events took place, organized by a collation of WASH and Agricultural 
partners under the 2012 motto for World Water Day (WWD): ‘Water and Food Security’. The 
2012 WWD events accumulated in a well-attended ceremony on 22 March in Gaza City.  
 
In honour of WWD 2012, PWA organized a debriefing session with the delegation returning 
from Marseille on 28 March, in Ramallah.  
 
Also on 22 March, Saint Yves organized a demonstration in Jerusalem advocating for human 
right to water as part of the ‘Thirsting for Justice’-campaign. The event was well covered by 
the media. The campaign continues with an online petition.   

 

EWASH Advocacy Task Force  

EWASH ATF launched a new report “Down the Drain” focusing on the restrictions Israel 
imposes on development and humanitarian response in the WASH sector, with 
recommendations for donors. The report was presented at the European Parliament in 
Brussels on the eve of WWD, hosted by the Council for European-Palestinian Affairs and the 
ALDE coalition.6  
 
As part of a global initiative, EWASH ATF organised ‘World Walks for Water’-event on 23 
March in  West Bank villages of Wadi Fukin and Battir, to highlight the impact of settlement 
appropriation of Palestinian water sources and springs. In total 150 students from three 
Palestinian universities participated in the event.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
6
 To download the report here: http://tinyurl.com/cwy6ezn  (EWASH.org under publications). 

World Walks for Water event on 23 March , as part of a global initiative, in West Bank villages of Wadi Fukin and 

Battir and a supporter of ‘Thirsting for Justice’ campaign on WWD 2012. © EWASH 
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WASH Publications and Training 
Together with WASH field agencies, during the second half of March, a consultant visited 

various projects of household or small-scale excreta disposal and wastewater re-use, in 

both Gaza and the West Bank. Based on these field visits, the consultant will carry out a 

three-day training session in Gaza and the West Bank.  This will then be consolidated into a 

technical guidance manual, including recommendations, designs, standards and guidelines 

specific to the oPt humanitarian context for both short-term emergency settings and more 

permanent/static facilities in both urban and rural settings. 

The training dates for both West Bank and Gaza are reconfirmed below.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
For more information, please do not hesitate to contact: 
 

Name e-mail Phone number 

Jola Miziniak 
Cluster Coordinator 

jmiziniak@unicef.org  054 7787 661 

Yasser Nassar 
Gaza Subcluster Coordinator 

ynassar@unicef.org 059 8934 713 

Thierry Foubert 
WASH Cluster Information Manager 

tfoubert@unicef.org 

 

054 7787 686 

Subha Ghannam 
e-WASH Coordinator 

subha@phg.org 059 9644 868 

 

Dates for your diary 

EWASH/WASH cluster meetings in West Bank will be held every second Wednesday of 
the month 

 

• EWASH/WASH cluster meeting in Gaza on Monday 2nd April 2012 11:00 
(UNICEF offices) 

• EWASH ATF meeting in Ramallah, Wednesday 11th April 2012 10:00 at (Ma’an 
Dev. Center offices in Al Masioun-Ramallah) 

• EWASH/WASH cluster meeting in Ramallah will be postponed until Wednesday 
25th April 2012 11:00 at (Ma’an Dev. Center offices in Al Masioun-Ramallah) 

• World Water Forum sessions on WASH in oPt in Marseille 12-17 March. 

• Training on Small Scale Sanitation and Excreta Disposal for WASH partners will 
be held between the 10-12 April in Gaza and 16-18th April in West Bank. (training 
venue tbc) 


