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Photo: Sittie and Basher’s family is one of WFP’s recipients of rice distributions in the municipality of Marantao, Lanao del Sur. 

Like most of the families displaced, they rely on the assistance they receive from the Government and the humanitarian sector 

while in displacement. WFP/Anthony Chase Lim 

 

 

 

Marawi City Situation 
 
 A year has passed since the Marawi siege broke 

out between the Government security forces and 

ISIS-affiliated militants in May 2017. To date, 

Martial Law is still in effect in the entire 

Mindanao island group. 

 One-third of the more than 77,000 displaced 

families have already returned to their 

barangays (administrative sub-unit) to resume 

their livelihood. However, there are still almost 

50,000 families displaced that need the 

immediate provision of food assistance as well as 

economic opportunities.  

 Task Force Bangon Marawi has recently unveiled 

the masterplan for rehabilitation of the city 

which is estimated to cost PHP 75 to 80 billion 

(US$ 1.4 to 1.5 billion). PHP 22 billion (US$ 417 

million) will be set aside for the rehabilitation of 

the 24 most affected areas.  

WFP Response 

 To identify and respond to the immediate 

humanitarian needs of the most vulnerable 

communities, WFP works in close coordination 

with the Government, through Task Force 

Bangon Marawi, including various line agencies 

on the national and local level. 

 WFP undertook two assessments in October 

2017 and February 2018 to enhance the 

Government’s understanding of the impacts of 

the conflict on the food security and nutrition 

situation in Marawi City. WFP’s assessments 

found that 39 percent of assessed populations 

were moderately to severely food insecure.  

Food and Nutrition Assistance  

 The generous contributions of donors enable 

WFP to support the most urgent needs of those 

left behind through life-saving food assistance. 

From June 2017 to April 2018, WFP reached: 

o 198,000 individuals with rice distributions 

o 60,000 students with emergency schools 

meals 

 Now in its early recovery phase, WFP continues 

to reach displaced populations with general 

distributions of rice and school meals. For the 

month of May 2018, WFP reached: 

o 7,412 families, or 37,060 individuals, in 15 

municipalities in Lanao del Sur and 11 
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In Numbers 

77,170 families affected 

27,770 returned families in need of 

assistance 

49,400 families still displaced and 

in need of assistance 

Highlights 

 WFP received a contribution of NZD 500,000 (US$ 350,000) from 

the Government of New Zealand to continuously provide life-saving 

food assistance to those still living in displacement. 

 In May, WFP simultaneously conducted rice distributions to 

displaced families in 11 barangays in Iligan City and 15 

municipalities in Lanao del Sur supported by generous contributions 

of the Government of Australia and the United States Agency for 

International Development, and reached 7,412 families with rice. 
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barangays in Iligan City through rice 

distributions. 

o 2,126 students in 9 schools through school 

meals. 

 From June, WFP will implement nutrition and 

food assistance for assets activities targeting: 

o 5,900 children age 6-59 months with 

moderate acute malnutrition and 1,700 

nutritionally at-risk pregnant and lactating 

women and adolescent girls (in partnership 

with UNICEF) 

o 2,800 farm and fisher families who have lost 

their livelihoods due to the crisis (in 

partnership with the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations) 

 WFP will also implement a food assistance for 

assets activity to support 1,580 farmers on a 

400-hectare farm in the production of corn, rice, 

and vegetables. Community orientations have 

been held to ensure that project implementation 

is participatory and inclusive. 

 

Clusters and Common Services 

Food Security and Agriculture Cluster  

 WFP co-leads the Food Security and Agriculture 

Cluster with FAO. The co-leads are also part of 

the Food Security Convergence spearheaded by 

the Department of Agrarian Reform and 

Department of Agriculture. This initiative aims to 

provide skills training and resources to farming 

communities affected by the Marawi siege.  

Contacts 

Stephen Gluning, Representative and Country 

Director 

 

Catherine Mones, Programme Associate for 

Reports, catherine.mones@wfp.org  

 

For further information, visit the Philippines page 

on www.wfp.org/philippines.  
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