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COUNTRY STRATEGY 

 
OPERATIONS 

  Project  
Duration 

Planned 
number of 

people 

Total  
requirements  

(in USD) 

Total  
received  
(in USD) 

Total 
Funded 

(%) 

6 Months  
Net Funding 

Requirements 
(in USD)* 

Top 5 Donors 

PRRO 200719: Saving 
Lives, Reducing 
Malnutrition and 
Rebuilding Livelihoods 

Jan 15 – 
Dec 17 

2.6 million 

  

325,589,793 

  

 

87,370,192  27% 49,263,212 

United States, 
European 

Commission, 
Japan, Canada, 

Germany 

DEV 105830: Country 
Programme (2008-2014) 

Jan 15 – 
Dec 15 

2.8 million 147,403,690 113,077,692 77% n/a 

Canada, European 
Commission, 
Netherlands, 
Switzerland, 
Luxembourg 

SO 200802: Provision of 
Humanitarian Air 
Services in Mali 

Jan 15 – 
Dec 15 

n/a 14,854,930 9,442,487 64% n/a 

Denmark, 
European Union, 
United States, 
Switzerland, 

Canada  

*January – June 2016 

Summary of WFP assistance:  

Under the three-year Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation (PRRO) launched in January 2015 to respond to the 
complex crisis in Mali, WFP is assisting up to 1.1 million beneficiaries this year through targeted distributions (food and 
cash), specialized nutritional products, and blanket and targeted supplementary feeding programmes for children and 
pregnant and nursing women. Asset promotion supports recovery of local communities, and local purchases are 
increasing market access for smallholder farmers. Nutritious fortified foods are provided as a safety net for vulnerable 
schoolchildren to address short term food insecurity and reduce micronutrient deficiencies. The P4P pilot was funded by 
the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation for a fifth and final year to support the marketing capacities of 17 farmers’ 
organizations, with a strong gender component. The project is not only increasing smallholder farmers’ productivity and 
income but is also reducing producer losses of food. 
 
The Country Programme (CP) ended in December 2015. It assisted 106,921 beneficiaries through a pilot stunting 
prevention project focused on maternal and child health and nutrition within the first 1000 days; it collaborated with MSF 
to support operational research on an integrated health and nutrition prevention strategy that used Nutributter and it 
created resilience activities to measure their impact on communities’ food security and livelihoods. These programmes 
will be transferred to the PRRO on 1 January 2016.   
 
Both the PRRO and the CP are aligned with Strategic Objectives 1, 2 and 4, Sustainable Development Goal 2, the United 
Nations Development Assistance Framework (2015–2019) and national policies and programmes. 
	  
Food Security Cluster 

 
WFP co-leads the Food Security Cluster with FAO and leads the Technical and Partners sub group on food security 
and nutrition.  The group is working with the Government on the reform of the food security system and the 

elaboration of a food security policy.	  
	  

 
 
 

WFP’s strategy in Mali for 2015 – 2017 aims to reduce food 
insecurity and under-nutrition, progressing towards the 
goals of the global ‘Zero Hunger’ Challenge. Strategic 
priorities support the Government’s long term objectives of 
sustainable development, food and nutrition security.  Given 
the volatile context in Mali, the first priority is to save lives 
and protect livelihoods in an emergency context. At the 
same time, as the situation allows, WFP is stepping up 
activities to rebuild livelihoods and strengthen the 
preparedness and response capacity of communities to 
future shocks. Safety nets for education and nutrition will be 
supported. WFP has been present in Mali since 1964. 
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OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS  
 

 
PARTNERSHIPS 
WFP works with 49 national and international NGOs to implement and provide technical support to WFP’s operations.  
WFP works in partnership with ICRC and the Commissaire à la Sécurité Alimentaire (CSA) to coordinate food 
distributions during the lean season and implement the national response plan for food security. Close partnerships also 
exist between WFP and the Ministry of Rural Development, the Ministry of Education, the Ministry of Health and the 
Ministry for Humanitarian Affairs, at both the central level and in the different regions. In line with the UNDAF, WFP 
works closely with UN agencies, sharing offices in the field with UNICEF thereby strengthening collaboration on nutrition 
interventions; an EU-funded joint FAO-WFP resilience programme has just begun implementation and WFP and UNHCR 
have a joint plan to assist refugees returning to Mali.  
 
COUNTRY BACKGROUND 
Mali is a vast landlocked country in the heart of the 
Sahel region. It has successfully achieved the 
Millennium Development Goal of reducing hunger by 50 
percent. At the same time, its social indicators, although 
improving, remain among the lowest in the world and 
the country is ranked 179 out of 188 on the 2015 UNDP 
Human Development Index. Over 50 percent of the 
population lives on less than USD 1.25 a day, and one in 
eight primary school-aged children do not attend school; 
less than 25 percent have some secondary education, of 
which one third is female.  
 
Following a political coup in March 2012, the north of 
the country was occupied by non-state armed groups 
and effectively cut off from the south until a brief 
military intervention in January 2013. These events 
resulted in large scale population displacements. A UN 
peacekeeping mission was deployed to the country in 
July 2013 and a new President was elected in August 
2013, followed by peaceful legislative elections. 
Following renewed violence led by factions in the North, 
a Peace Agreement was signed on June 20, 2015.  
 

ACHIEVEMENTS  ISSUES/CHALLENGES 

 
• With the end of the lean season, General Food 

Distributions were carried out in targeted districts 
considered particularly vulnerable in the Timbuktu, 
Gao and Mopti regions, serving 102,000 people 
between October-December 2015.  
 

• WFP interventions to prevent and treat moderate 
acute malnutrition (MAM) among children aged 6 to 
59 months and pregnant and nursing women reached 
over 152,000 beneficiaries between October and 
December 2015. Based on the results of the SMART 
survey, WFP scaled up its intervention in Timbuktu 
during this period. 
 

• Results from the National Survey on Food and 
Nutrition Security (ENSAN) were finalised and 
presented in October 2015, showing an improvement 
in the overall level of household food security since 
2014. While the level only slightly improved between 
October 2014 and February 2015 (25.4 - 26.3 
percent); results from October 2015 showed 
significant improvement since 40 percent of 
households are now food secure.  

 
• UNHAS Mali continues to facilitate the movement of 

more than 121 United Nations agencies, Non-
Governmental Organisations (NGOs), and donor 
representatives within Mali. Between October and 
December 2015, UNHAS Mali schedule flights for two 
aircrafts that serve four main airports in Bamako, 
Mopti, Timbuktu and Gao and it transported 2,032 
passengers and 23,183 kg of cargo. UNHAS also 
began using the Kidal airstrip for military emergencies 
during this period.  

 

 
• The annual SMART survey was undertaken in 

partnership with UNICEF, WHO, FAO and the 
Institute for National Statistics (INSTAT) to assess 
the prevalence of malnutrition in Mali. Although 
rates have stabilized, there are large regional 
disparities, with rates above the World Health 
Organization’s emergency threshold.  
 

• Despite the positive results from the October 2015 
ENSAN, one household in three remains 
moderately to severely food insecure in northern 
regions of Mali.  

 
• Results from the November 2015 Cadré Harmonise 

estimated that 2.5 million people will be food 
insecure during the 2016 lean season, of which 
315,000 are expected to be severely food insecure. 

 
• Insecurity in Mali continues to affect WFP and its 

partners’ interventions. Inter-ethnic clashes in 
northern regions resulted in the temporary 
displacement of 2,766 persons in Meneka and 
Andermaboukane and a delay in the distribution of 
vouchers.  

 
• While MINUSMA finished work on UNHAS’s Kidal 

airstrip in December, engineering and operational 
concerns need to be resolved before the airstrip 
can be used for regular humanitarian operations.  

 
 


